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COMMENTARY By DR. DHANPAUL NARINE

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine

A Voice from the Diaspora
   This is an excerpt from my presen-
tation at the Diaspora Conference in 
Guyana. The Conference was spon-
sored by the University of Guyana. 

Thank you Mr. Chair-
man. Your Excellency, 
the President of Guyana, 
our esteemed Vice Chan-
cellor, members of the 
Diplomatic Corp, UG 
staff and students, mem-
bers of the media and 
friends all. Welcome to 
this historic Conference.

Please allow me to 
recognize the role of 
the media and in partic-
ular my good friend Mr. 
Mohamed Alim Hassim 
from ‘The West Indian’ 
in New York.  Alim has 
not only publicized this 
Conference for free but 
has traveled to Guyana 
to cover it for the read-
ers and he is here. Thank 
you, Alim.  

Let me begin by in-
troducing three new let-
ters to our local lexicon. 
They are PGO, Persons 
of Guyanese Origin. It 
does not matter where 
you are; as long as you 
can identify with the 
green land of Guyana 
you are a PGO. Our 
President has told us that 
Guyana is really a split 
between 50 per cent of 
Guyanese at home and 
the rest abroad, mainly 
in North America. This 
is an usually high num-
ber. 

In 1992, President 
Cheddi Jagan traveled 
to New York to thank 
the Guyanese diaspora 
for its help in changing 
the then government. In 
2015, President David 
Granger traveled to New 
York and thanked the 
Guyanese diaspora for 
its help in changing the 
previous government.

The visits by these 
Heads of State show the 
power of the diaspora. 
They recognized its im-
portance and the role it 
could play in boosting 
Guyana’s development. 
Cheddi said in 1992 that 
he planned to invite Guy-
anese attorneys abroad to 
Guyana and swear them 
as magistrates to deal 
with the backlog of cas-
es. It never happened but 
that doesn’t mean that it 
can’t happen.    

Today, we have cre-
ated history because for 
the fi rst time many of 
us have gathered here to 

their villages. They raise 
money for Guyana and 
hometown associations 
also play an important 
role in channeling re-
sources to Guyana.  

We therefore need 
a Diaspora policy. We 
need a Diaspora syner-
gy. We need a Ministry 
of Guyanese Abroad. 
The government of the 
day should be willing 
to implement policies 
to actively involve the 
Diaspora. There are con-
fl icting messages about 
the Diaspora that leads 
to several questions: Are 
we seen as a valued ex-

tension of Guyana or as 
permanent outsiders?

We constantly hear 
‘where you bin when we 
had all this sufferment?’ 
Could it be that we were 
abroad getting quali-
fi ed so we can get good 
jobs that would enable 
us to remit $450 million 
dollars to Guyana every 
year? Just think what 
Guyana would be with-
out that $450 million.

What about our ideas, 
suggestions and projects 
that we send to the gov-
ernment all year round? 
How many of them have 
been taken seriously? 
Can this, or the previ-
ous governments, name 
fi ve things that they have 
implemented, based on 
suggestions from the 
diaspora? But we can 
name more than fi ve oc-

casions when politicians 
have visited us asking 
for donations to fi ght 
elections here.

During those meet-
ings we hear how valued 
we are and how our ideas 
will be taken seriously 
and how we must make 
sure that we visit the 
minister when we are in 
Guyana. So we come to 
Guyana and we get the 
run around.  The minis-
ter is out of town, or too 
busy to see us, and we 
return dejected.

So the message is 
clear: we are serious, are 
you? Here are some sug-

gestions: we must 
be prepared to learn 
from others to make 
ours work. Jamaica 
has a robust diaspora 
policy as does Israel. 
Mexico has one of 
the biggest diaspo-
ra that is involved 
in many aspects of 
Mexican-American 
life. India with its 
PIO policy convenes 
regular meetings 
with the diaspora to 
brings them up to 
date with develop-
ments at home.

India has also 
appointed persons 
from within the di-
aspora to serve at 
home. We need to 
honor PGO’s, per-
sons of Guyanese or-
igin that are resident 
abroad. There are 
many, from my high 
school principal, Mr. 
Julius Nathoo at De-
kinderen, to your 
professors, priests, 

teachers, social workers 
and doctors.

But let me make some 
recommendations: The 
fi rst is that the media cen-
ter at Providence Ground 
should be renamed ‘The 
Reds Perreira Media 
Center’ as a grand ges-
ture to Reds’ contribu-
tion to sports and culture. 
Let us do it while he is 
around, please. Reds 
would like to see an an-
nual T20 game between 
a Granger Eleven and 
a Jagdeo Eleven and I 
would like to see a Chan-
derpaul Eleven versus a 
Clive Lloyd Eleven. This 
is social cohesion in ac-
tion.

As far as education 
is concerned there are 
Guyanese that are high 
up in the system in North 
America, and elsewhere. 

The Principal of one of 
the biggest High School 
in New York, Mr Neil 
Ganesh, is a Guyanese. 
Let us use the technolo-
gy to team up our class-
rooms with his and bring 
innovation in education. 
The same can be said 
of medicine where cut-
ting edge technology is 
fashioned by Guyanese 
doctors in teaching hos-
pitals.

They want to share 
their expertise with law 
enforcement offi cials 
here. Captain Sharon 
Balli, Captain Deodat 
Urprasad, Captain Rhon-
da O’Reilly Bovell, and 
Captain Ralph Clem-
ent are but a few. We 
pay tribute to Detective 
Randolph Holder who 
paid the ultimate price 
to keep law and order in 
New York.

Mr. President, the 
Diaspora urges you to 
work towards healing 
the nation. Tear down 
that prison and build a 
park so Guyanese can 
go there to de-stress and 
refresh. The PGO’s will 
help you. Let us name 
the park ‘Jagan Burn-
ham Recreation Park.’ 
Let us start to heal in ear-
nest. After 50 years the 
wounds are still there. 
Them versus us must go.

We must not forget 
our women. They are 
important. If you want to 
build a country, educate 
women. It is the basis 
of sound public policy. 
Clearly, there is a lot of 
work to be done. We are 
a great nation with tal-
ented people. 

We have produced 
enormous wealth for oth-
er countries. Isn’t time 
that we do the same for 
the land of our birth, this 
dear land of Guyana? 

(Next Week: The 
Closure of Wales Sugar 
Estate).    

discuss one thing only: 
how we can use our 
ideas, skills and talents 
to benefi t our beautiful 
country, Guyana. Today, 
the dream has become a 
reality for our esteemed 
Vice Chancellor, Profes-
sor Ivelaw Griffi th. He 
has spoken constantly 
about holding a Dias-
pora Conference and 
has engaged many of us 
abroad, and in Guyana, 
in it’s planning.

I have brought my 
son Sanjay with me to 
this Conference. He 
was born in the US. 
He loves America 
but he proudly calls 
himself a Guyanese. 
He is a PGO. He is 
a computer graduate 
and he wants to help 
Guyana.

We have to fi nd 
ways to involve San-
jay and his friends. 
Many of them spend 
time volunteering in 
other countries. Why 
not in Guyana? Vol-
unteering with our 
young people is only 
one aspect of boost-
ing Guyana. How 
about the parents with 
a multitude of skills? 
Guyanese nurses and 
doctors heal the sick 
abroad and are doing 
spectacular work in 
AIDS and other re-
search. They work 
in city governments 
and in the private sec-
tor where they make an 
enormous contribution. 
There are attorneys, real 
estate conglomerates, 
owners of stores, restau-
rants and other business-
es, babysitters, domes-
tics and factory workers, 
among others.  

Guyanese are teach-
ing and educating their 
communities, from kin-
dergarten to universi-
ty. They are day care 
teachers, school princi-
pals, administrators and 
professors. They bring 
innovation, distinction 
and dedication to their 
jobs. They can be found 
in classrooms in all parts 
of the world from Jamai-
ca to Botswana and from 
the Bahamas to the Unit-
ed States.

I bring you greetings 

from Richmond Hill in 
Queens, New York. The 
estimates suggest that 
we have over 300,000 
Guyanese in the Queens 
area with the majority 
in Richmond Hill. It is 
called ‘Little Guyana.’ 
It is the largest con-
centration of Guyanese 
abroad. What you can’t 
fi nd in Guyana you can 
fi nd in Richmond Hill. 
At one time people used 
to buy hassa from Rich-
mond Hill and bring to 
sell in Guyana. And we 
can send the creek water 
here too!

The question is: what 

do we do with the skills 
and the capital? The Di-
aspora does not only 
mean voluntary service 
and remittances. It is 
much more. 

In today’s globalized 
community it means 
economics. It means 
business and investment. 
We can contribute in 
several fi elds, including 
oil and gas and a green 
environment.  

But for this to hap-
pen the government of 
the day must be serious 
about embracing and in-
corporating the diaspora 
in national development. 
There are two streets in 
Richmond Hill that remit 
half a million dollars to 
Guyana each year. Each 
year, there are thousands 
of Guyanese in Parks in 
New York that celebrate 
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We need to join hands to build beautiful Guyana!


