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What Future for Our Children?

The views expressed in this column 
are solely those of the writer and do not 
necessarily represent the views of the 

THE WEST INDIAN.

“They have bad manners, show dis-
respect to elders and contradict their 
parents and are tyrants with their 
teachers.” 

Does this sound fa-
miliar? This was Aristot-
le commenting on young 
people hundreds of years 
ago. We wonder what he 
would say if he had seen 
on Facebook a twelve-
year old child posting 
semi-nude pictures of 
herself for the world 
to see. There are also 
children that take guns 
to school and create 
mayhem. Aristotle 
would also have been 
horrifi ed to see chil-
dren in sagging pants 
wriggling like ducks 
on the high street or 
burning the midnight 
oil playing video 
games. The question 
is: where did child-
hood go? 

Are our children 
growing too fast? 
Childhood is a time 
when the young 
should have innocent 
fun, when they should 
enjoy the company 
of their friends and 
should take pride in 
their studies. Some 
parents have argued 
that this is a rather 
idyllic state and it is 
hard to fi nd young 
people having inno-
cent fun. It seems as if 
society has positioned 
itself to dish out temp-
tations and many chil-
dren fall prey to them. 
A fi ve-year old is on 
the computer on a learn-
ing site. Suddenly a lewd 
site pops up and the child 
is left bewildered. By 
looking at such images 
the child has made a leap 
in years and he and his 
parents would now have 
to deal with a number of 
social and psychological 
issues in a hurry.      

It is not easy being a 
youth or a parent these 
days. The distractions 
are many and before 
long one sees the private 
lives of young people 
on social media. If you 
want to know the most 
intimate details of many 
young people then they 
are sure to appear on 
some internet sites. This 
was the case of a young 
Trinidadian girl. She was 

visited the school the 
administration left both 
the parent and the child 
in the offi ce and turned 
a blind eye to the noise 
that came from the of-
fi ce.

The child in ques-
tion went on to become 
a medical doctor and 
thanks his parents, espe-
cially his father for the 
intervention. The point 
from all this is that it is 
diffi cult to parent chil-
dren in today’s society, 
given the multitude of 
distractions that exist. 

One of the most pressing 
problems is peer pres-
sure. This desire to fi t in 
has cost injuries and has 
taken lives as well. Only 
recently a young man 
was indicted for driving 
under the infl uence of 
drugs and being respon-
sible for the tragic deaths 
of his friends.

When Ms. Bartlett 
spoke about unwanted 
pregnancies in Trini-
dad she hit a nerve with 
many mothers. It is sig-
nifi cant to note that not 
long afterwards Trinidad 
was again in the news 
when it was reported that 
six teenage girls were 
pregnant in a school and 
they were all members 
of the football team. 

In the case of Ms. 

Bartlett the saving grace 
is that her daughter re-
canted and apologized 
for her behavior. The 
twelve-year old said 
that she was sorry and 
she had advice for other 
young people as follows: 
‘ when you watch the 
video don’t let what hap-
pen to me happen to you. 
You are a special piece in 
God’s puzzle.’

There is no doubt 
that young people face 
problems that will get 
even bigger in the face 
of growing technology. 

In no special order of 
ranking we can safely 
say that teenage preg-
nancy is a big and grow-
ing problem. The statis-
tics are mind-boggling. 
In the United States it is 
estimated that around 14 
million single parents are 
responsible for 28 mil-
lion children.

We live in a culture 
in which materialism is 
shoved on children on a 
daily basis. This can be 
seen on television and 
other forms of media. 
But without a formative 
education the desire for 
the latest gadgets will 
not be realized. Schools 
in low-income areas can 
result in high drop out 
rates. Sitting in front of 
the television or surfi ng 

the internet, or playing 
video games is not ed-
ucation. Yet there are 
many children who in-
dulge in these unsuper-
vised, and they do so at 
an early age.

According to sta-
tistics 20 per cent of 
American children are 
suffering from obesity 
due to the lack of ex-
ercise. Drugs and al-
cohol are so rampant 
among young people 
that psychologists 
are saying youths are 
running around in an 
intoxicated daze. One 
fi nds that drunk-driv-
ing, poor grades, cut-
ting school, violent 
behavior, and one-par-
ent families are all 
connected. What can 
one do to arrest the sit-
uation and give young 
people time to breathe 
and to enjoy their 
childhood?

The fi rst argu-
ment is that we need 
to instill in children 
a sense of common 
purpose and destiny. 
This means tackling 
some of the problems 
that Aristotle men-
tioned such as respect 
for each other and for 

one’s country. Why isn’t 
the Pledge of Allegiance 
recited in schools? Why 
are some parents giving 
their children every-
thing they want just to 
keep them quiet? Are we 
teaching kids to value 
hard work and thrift and 
not to act with a sense 
of entitlement? Why has 
sagging pants replaced 
school uniforms? We be-
gan with some of these 
questions and in the end 
we must remind our-
selves that if it takes the 
village then it is the par-
ents that should be at the 
helm and in command. 

only 12 years old but 
she had already posted 
a semi-nude picture of 
herself on Facebook. 
When her mother found 
out she went ‘crazy’ and 
gave her daughter a good 
whipping.

What is unusual about 
the scolding is that the 
mother fi lmed the beat-
ing and had it posted on 

Youtube. The video be-
came viral as thousands 
logged on to see what 
Caribbean discipline was 
all about. It also divided 
opinions as to how dis-
cipline should be meted 
out to young people and 
the underlying causes of 
indiscipline were also 
highlighted.

Ms. Bartlett is a sin-
gle mother that is strug-
gling to make a living 
with her family. In the 
video she kept remind-
ing her daughter and the 
world of the dangers of 
teenage pregnancy. She 
doesn’t want her daugh-
ter to experience what 
she is going through to 
raise a family. It is inter-
esting to note that after 
the beating Ms. Bartlett 

said that she was pre-
pared to go to jail. She is 
still to be arrested.

This brings into view 
a similar incident that 
took place in Richmond 
Hill in New York. It was 
a Friday morning and 
the young lady left for 
school. She did not re-
turn home that night or 
the next and her parents 
could not get in touch 
with her. The young 
lady turned up on Sun-
day evening and told her 
mother that she was with 
a friend.

After an old-fash-
ioned scolding the 
young lady called the 
cops and her mother re-
portedly told them that 
she was willing to go to 
jail as it would cost the 
system more to have 
her there than to bring 
up her daughter in the 
right way. According to 
reports, the cops took a 
statement and left. 

Sometime ago, we 
profi led a young man 
that attended a high 
school in Flushing, 
New York. He followed 
the wrong crowd and 
would cut school and do 
drugs. His parents did 
not know about this un-
til the school called and 
his father picked up the 
phone. When the father 

If unsupervised gadgets can take control of their lives. 


