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COMMUNITY
By Dr. DHANPAUL NARINEof The WeekPROFILE

Mary Ferreira: 

She is an expert at the moving image. 
Her fi lms have made a diff erence 

in the lives of others and she is widely 
recognized as a leading fi lmmaker in her 
fi eld. This young lady is Mary Ferreira. 

Mary is a trailblazer that 
has gone in the trenches to 
bring to the world some of 
the stories that otherwise 
might have been forgotten. 
Who is Mary Ferreira and 
why is her work causing 
waves in the international 
community?  

Mary was born in Char-
lotte Street in Georgetown, 
Guyana. Her mom is Bhag-
wanti Jagdeo and her dad 
is Harold Jagdeo. Mary is 
the sixth child in a family of 
nine. She attended St. Agnes 
Primary School, and later St. 
Roses High School. Her best 
subjects were literature, and 
Macbeth and Julius Caesar, 
were her favorite plays. 
Mary acted in a couple of 
shows as well. A number of 
teachers left their mark on 
Mary. Sisters Celine Sear-
war and Hazel Anthony, 
for instance, instilled in the 
young Mary the importance 
of volunteerism.   

After her graduation from 
St. Roses Mary got a job 
at the United States Infor-
mation Services in George-
town. She worked in the 
fi lm section and this brought 
her into contact with fi lms 
and other historical records. 
Mary then found a job at 
USAID and after a while she 
moved to the American Em-
bassy in Georgetown where 
she processed immigrant 
visas. Mary was a hardwork-
ing and dedicated employee 
and she was promoted as the 
Assistant to the American 
Consul.

A meeting with immigra-
tion attorney Stanley Cohen 
led Mary to visit the United 
States. This was in July 
1984 and her impressions 
were that New York was 
exciting. It was fast-paced 
and crowded, and she was 
just another person living in 
the city.

She says that, “It was 
always my dream to work at 
the United Nations. When I 
worked at the American Em-
bassy I would see persons 

that were attached to the UN 
and I thought to myself that 
one day I would like to work 
at the UN as well.” Mary 
duly applied to the UN and 
was asked to take a test that 
she passed. The UN con-
tacted her and Mary began 
working there in 1985.

She started as an assistant 
editorial clerk and worked 
on a magazine called ‘UN 
Chronicle.’ This gave her 
experience in photography 
and design and layout. Mary 
then moved to the fi lm de-
partment as an assistant. She 
began to learn how to make 
fi lms and videos. This was 
not only a great opportunity. 
It proved to be her calling. 

Mary took her professional 
exam and passed it and was 
duly certifi ed to make fi lms 
and videos. Little did she know 
it at the time but Mary would 
spend thirty-one years in the 
fi lm department at the United 
Nations. She retired in Febru-
ary 2017 and her impact as a 
fi lmmaker has been amazing.

There are many memories 
of stellar moments and Mary 
recounts them with pride. She 
went on a peacekeeping mis-
sion and made fi lms about the 

situation in Kosovo. Mary has 
made many fi lms but which 
ones really stand out? She says 
that the one she did on India’s 
tigers in 2015 has made an 
impact.

It was a great experience as 
it gave Mary the chance to col-
laborate with the well-known 
photographer John Isaac. Mr. 
Isaac has photographed the 
tigers for the last twenty-fi ve 
years and working with him 
was incredible. Mary says, “I 
told the story about the threat-
ened tigers through the eyes of 
John and it was well received.” 
This can be seen on youtube 
and is an excellent presentation 
with thousands of hits.

Apart from wildlife Mary 

Executive Producer, UN in Action!
has done fi lms on violence 
against women and the need 
for gender equality. She was a 
focal point for women at the 
UN and would champion their 
cause. Mary has visited more 

than twenty-fi ve countries and 
she has a soft spot for India. 
Her ancestors are from Calcut-
ta and the streets there remind 
her of Guyana.

Mary’s passion is to tell 
stories. One of the most satis-
fying stories that she told was 
about Kosovo. They children 
didn’t have money for camping 
equipment. Mary did a story 
on children in post confl ict 
situations and used the exam-
ple of the children of Koso-
vo. The story was aired on a 

Friday evening and soon 
after the French ambassador 
called the school and off ered 
the funds for the camping 
equipment. He also said that 
France would train three 
student leaders.

Mary has a number of 
other projects in mind and 
some of them concern the 
environment. A few years 
ago she did a program on 
Lake Chad to highlight the 
physical condition of the 
Lake; this drew the attention 
of the international commu-
nity to the Lake and there 
were plans to take action to 
clean it.

Mary’s visit to Cuba in 
2016 was unforgettable. She 
arrived there the day Fidel 
Castro died and amidst the 
confusion Mary was able to 
fi lm an innovative story on 
slavery in Cuba.   

An enduring memory 
was the story Mary did on 
the widows in a commu-
nity next to the Ganges in 
India. She found that the 
river symbolized the rites of 
passage of the individual. It 
gave life and prepared the 
way for one’s exit as well. 
Mary would like to make 
more independent fi lms and 
to pass on her knowledge 
to others, as she did at the 
UN. Her two-minute stories 
on the ‘United Nations in 
Action’ have proven to be 
very popular.

Mary’s journeys could 
not have been possible with-
out the help of others. She is 
grateful to her former boss 
Steve Whitehouse who was 
always encouraging and sup-
portive. Mary says that her 
father, Harold Jagdeo, in-
stilled in her the idea of hard 
work and helping others. 
Valerie Cristione encouraged 
Mary to return to school and   
she is thankful.

Then there is her husband 
Nigel who is the rock in her 
life and is always making 
sure that the family is com-
fortable to enable Mary to 
accomplish her next project. 
The family is blessed with 
two sons, Adrian and Nigel 
and there are also two grand-
children. Mary has served 
the community well and she 
has a lot more to off er. We 
wish her and her family all 
the best in the future.

Mary Ferreira with her husband Nigel. He is the rock in her life and her 
number one supporter. 

Mary Ferreira (front row, right), and her UN team on Lake Chad. Mary was doing a story on the drying 
up of the Lake.


