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COMMENTARY By DR. DHANPAUL NARINE

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine

Down Liberty Avenue 5

The weather was 
kind, money was circu-
lating and people came 
from as far as Brooklyn 
to buy his plants. The 
wiri wiri peppers were 
a big hit. The US has 
banned the small round 
ball of fl avor, citing the 
smuggling of drugs to be 
the reason. It is diffi cult 
to see how drugs could 
be smuggled into those 
tiny peppers. But this 
was small comfort to the 
vendors. Why was busi-
ness so slow? The man 
thought he knew the an-
swer.

“They are not buying 
because of ICE. Look 
around,” he said. “This 
is a warm day. Peo-
ple should be fl ocking 
to the Avenue but the 
place is ‘deady.’ People 
are scared of ICE. More 
people on the streets 
mean more money and 
this leads to more spend-
ing. Right now things are 
bad.” This was simple 
economics and it made 

also stated that in the 
Fourth Test at Sabina 
Park in 2006 West Indies 
were chasing a gettable 
score against India.

They gave away their 
wickets in both innings 
and lost by 49 runs with 
plenty of time to spare. 
This enabled India to 
win their second series 
in the West Indies. There 

is no proof as to whether 
these Tests were rigged 
but going down without 
a fi ght can lead to all 
sorts of sinister theories.

The fundamental 
question is whether West 
Indies can bounce back 
to its glory days. Cricket 
historians feel that those 
days are long gone and 
that it was something of 

a miracle that West In-
dies were so dominant 
in the seventies with four 
fast bowlers in tandem. 
Gordon Greenidge is one 
of the greatest players in 
the game; with his part-
ner Desmond Haynes 
they formed what was 
probably the greatest 
opening pair in cricket. 
Greenidge is a thinker 
and a cricket scholar as 
well.

When he visited Lib-
erty Avenue we took 
the opportunity to speak 
with him. Greenidge 
wants to see changes in 
the administration of the 
game. 

The restructuring of 
the Cricket Board would 
be a good start but how 
can one do this when 
the Board is a law unto 
itself? It’s a closed shop 
and if you don’t toe the 
line you can’t get in. If 
you want to understand 
how the Board operates 

think of a plantation. 
There is massa and 

he picks his workers 
who remain loyal to 
him. He knows how 
to divide and rule and 
despite the usual plat-
itudes no one is taking 
the power away.

The politicians want 
to run cricket but that 
won’t work. What then 
is the best solution? A 
three-person commit-
tee should manage all 
aspects the game. Gor-
don Greenidge, Pro-
fessor Hillary Beckles, 
and a woman represen-
tative should form the 
Committee, with pow-
er to be shared equally.  
The ICC in the mean-
time should introduce 
a two-tier Test system 
with West Indies in the 
lower tier. We might 
then begin to see some 
real change.

One of the high-
lights of the winter was 
the annual Phagwah or 
Holi Parade on Liberty 
Avenue. It is billed as 

the biggest of its kind in 
North America. It lived 
up to its reputation this 
year, despite freezing 
temperatures. What was 
commendable about the 
Parade was the fact that 
the Committee worked 
in unity to make it hap-
pen.

As usual, there were 
several dignitaries and 
one of the main guests 
was Professor Ivelaw 
Griffi th, Vice-Chancel-
lor of the University of 
Guyana (UG). He called 
on all to support the uni-
versity and he pledged to 
be inclusive. 

There is a Diaspora 
Conference in July 2017 
in Guyana that is host-
ed by UG and people 
should take the time to 
get involved in the Con-
ference.

sense. He was not the 
only one to complain.

The jeweler a few 
blocks away had raw 
Guyana gold ready to 
be fashioned into rings, 
chains and bracelets. 
The cash registers were 
silent in his store as well. 
The pooja store had the 
saris, kurtas, and the 
other sarjams but they 
needed customers. The 
restaurants too said they 
could do with more busi-
ness. How real is the ICE 
threat?

It is no secret that the 
Trump Administration 
has directed the Immi-
gration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) to 
round up the undocu-
mented and to deport 
them. But ICE has ar-
gued that they have done 
so only to those that have 
committed offences. The 
latest fi gures released by 
ICE shows that only one 
Guyanese was deported 
and he had a prior con-
viction for a drug of-

fence.  But the rumor of 
ICE arrests is powerful 
enough to keep people at 
home or to make fl eeting 
visits to Liberty Avenue. 
This explains why on a 
busy and beautiful Satur-
day the Avenue is bereft 
of the usual traffi c.

One bright spot on 
Liberty is to be found 
in the roti shops. They 
seem to be full and 
they open early in the 
mornings. The reason 
for that is cricket. It 
does not matter which 
teams are playing the 
roti shop on 130th 
Street is fi lled to capac-
ity. It is the Champions 
Trophy in England and 
there is a lot of discus-
sion about the players 
and teams. Invariably, 
the talk turns to West 
Indies cricket.

The West Indies 
team did not qualify 
to join the eight other 
teams in the UK and 
is playing Afghanistan 
at home. In this age of 
social media the fans 
know of West Indies 
decline and they were 
prepared to talk, some-
times loudly.

There is the view 
in some quarters that 
the recent Third Test 
between West Indies 
and Pakistan was fi xed. 
Some of the scribes 

What do plants have to do with 
it? The vendor at 123rd Street 

did not mince his words. His eyes 
scanned Liberty Avenue and the sky 
and he said, “Everything.” He ex-
plained that around the fi rst week in 
June last year he had sold many plants 
and that he had to order more.

The views expressed in this column 
are solely those of the writer and do not 
necessarily represent the views of the 
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Dr. Dhanpaul Narine with Gordon Greenidge in Liberty 
Avenue, New York. 

These young ladies thrilled the crowds at the 2017 Phagwah Parade.


