
Children wading through knee-deep water in Buxton 
Photo, compliments of Anthony Haynes  
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Following heavy rainfall in the latter part of this month, some villages along 

the East Coast Demerara corridor, including Buxton/Friendship, were plunged in 

deep water for several days. The deluge inflicted damages to property and loss 

of livestock and crops.  

On Saturday, 23
rd
 June, Minister of Public Infrastructure, David Patterson, led 

a team of engineers, government officials and media operatives on a visit to 

Buxton, Vigilance and other neighbouring villages. This was in response to com-

plaints by residents, and to assess the situation. Minister of Agriculture, Noel 

Holder was also present. He reportedly provided critical updates on the works 

being undertaken by his ministry, through the National Drainage and Irrigation 

Authority (NDIA). 

The team also visited the Buxton Pump Sta-

tion, where they took a look at the drainage 

operation. Minister Patterson promised to 

have Civil Defence authorities visit the area to 

address residents’ concerns, while other gov-

ernment agencies were expected to provide 

relief efforts, including the distribution of sani-

tation items. 

Come to the 

Summer Soirée 

Saturday, July 1st, 2017 
6:00 p.m. until  

454 Vermont Street 

Brooklyn, NY 11207 

Ticket Donation: $15 

More at the Door 
Includes: 

Sumptuous Dinner  

Select Beverage 
Benefitting Buxton Scholarship 

Officials visit  Buxton Pump Station 



According to a Stabroek News’ report, “...At Buxton Sideline Dam [on June 

26], the air was heavy with the pungent scent of water that has laid stagnant for 

days. While the animals seemed wary of interacting with the muddied water, 

some residents seemed to have no qualms about walking barefoot. 

At the Buxton Sideline Dam, the water had completely receded from the 

streets, but deep pools remained in the yards and in the surrounding fields. A 

Sideline Dam resident expressed to Stabroek News that she had lost livestock to 

the flood, with six of her 18 goats becoming ill after falling in the water. She 

said there had been no heavy rainfall since Thursday [June 22], and she suggest-

ed that it was the same water from last week’s flood that has remained standing on the land all this time. 

Rudolph Archer [“Mulzan”] related that several of his sheep died after falling sick from the floodwater. For 

the rest of his goats and sheep, yesterday [June 26] was the first time they were able to roam outside of the 

yard to feed on grass. He had been forced to feed the younger sheep using bottles of milk. ‘feel that if the 

pump di wuking, this water supposed to draw down already…it ain’t really rain you know, we get slight driz-

zle, but nothing to talk about. I feel that this water come down from the back dam,’ Archer stated.” 

Even in knee-deep water, this Buxton resident could not be stopped from taking advantage of the hours of sun-

shine [June 26, 2017] to hang out her clothes.      (Stabroek News’ photo) 

COPING WITH THE FLOOD 
“I feel that if the pump di 

wuking, this water supposed 

to draw down already…It 

ain’t really rain you know, we 

get slight drizzle, but nothing 

to talk about. I feel that this 

water come down from the 

back dam,”  

Rudolph Archer (Mulzan) 
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During the opening of tenders [June 13, 2017] at the 

National Procurement and Tender Administration Board 

(NPTAB), contractors vied for the contract to construct a 

pump station at Buxton on the East Coast Demerara, Re-

gion Four (Demerara/Mahaica). The procuring entity is 

the National Drainage and Irrigation Authority (NDIA) – 

a department within the Ministry of Agriculture. 

Government engineers have estimated that the station 

would cost some $401,939,545 to construct. 

This multimillion-dollar pump station is one of two that 

will be constructed at Buxton. Ultimately, the two sta-

tions will house three pumps. The Flood Risk Manage-

ment Programme will be responsible for constructing the 

other station. The boundary between Vigilance and 

Friendship has already been identified to house the sec-

ond station. According to an NDIA source, the pump sta-

tion being constructed by NDIA, will be designed to have 

two 100 cusec pumping units. 

 

BIDS FOR NEW BUXTON PUMP STATION 
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JUNE FLOOD OUT: Pump pulling water from sideline trench to Company Basin to be drained over the seawall.      

Stabroek News’ photo, 2016-06-24 

The Pump Station at Liliendaal, E.C.D. 

Kaieteur News Article, June 14, 2017 
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 The anxious wait for results of the 2017 National Grade Six Assessment is 

expected to be over on June 30
th
. That is the date set for release of the re-

sults by the Ministry of Education. 

More than 13,000 primary school students across the country sat the second-

ary school placement examination, which consisted of English, Mathematics, 

Science and Social Studies. The tests were conducted on April 12
th
 and 13

th
.  

 Early reports indicate that there has been significant improvement in Mathe-

matics, English and Science over last year’s performance, while Social Studies 

remained about the same. After a weak showing in Mathematics last year, 

the government injected some $48M for emergency intervention to 

strengthen teaching capacity of the subject in public schools. 

In a related story, the senior Minister of Education, Dr. Rupert Roopnaraine, 

was relieved of the position earlier this month. He has been redeployed 

within the Ministry of the Presidency, while his former deputy and junior 

Minister of Education, Ms. Nicolette Henry, has assumed a greater role in 

running the Education Ministry. 

Every villager should own a copy 
of this magnificent book 

The Legend 
Eusi Kwayana 

 

On sale at 

 
 

Saturday, July 1st, 2017 
$20 

 

 

Mail orders also taken 

Call: 718-209-5207 

NGSA RESULTS IMMINENT 
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Friendship Primary School (Roman) 

NGSA students at a pre-exam moti-

vational assembly in April. 
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Well, the Working People’s Alliance has awoken now 

that their solitary minister has ridden off into the sunset. 

While Minister Roopnaraine may be considered an out-

standing academic and politician/parliamentarian, his 

performance as Minister of Education has been less than 

impressive. There is no doubt that the ministry is a chal-

lenging one with numerous inherent anomalies and re-

quires strong, visionary leadership. The WPA is now cry-

ing foul since Dr. Roopnaraine has been reassigned to 

the Ministry of the Presidency with responsibility for the 

Public Service. 

Politically, Dr. Roopnaraine can be 

considered a Buxtonian. Because 

of his close association with our 

sage, Brother Eusi Kwayana, he 

spent much of his active political 

life in the village. Buxton, more 

particularly, therefore, expected 

much from one of her ‘sons’. He 

was a disappointment. When he 

took office, Buxton had two 

schools. He left none. Dr. Roopna-

raine closed the Buxton Primary 

(Missionary) and the Hendon’s 

Nursery Schools based on total in-

competence and lack of vision.  

   (Continued on page 9) 

HAYNES CITE: INTO THE SUNSET 
The Anthony Haynes’ Column 
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 Above: MORTICE PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHOOLS, MAHAICONY 

STRATH CAMPBELL PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHOOLS, MAHAICONY 

Dr. Rupert Roopnaraine 



While inconsequential matters and fraud 

instigated the demise of the dual occupancy 

school site in Buxton, similar models exist 

in Regions #4 and #5. In fact, on one street 

in Mahaicony there are two such schools.  

It was the late CLYDE ROOPCHAND 

who, as Chief Planning Officer in the Minis-

try of Finance, placed fifteen million dollars 

in the 2016 National Budget to be used to 

upgrade the facilities. The sum represented 

approximately four hundred percent in-

crease on the amount of money that was 

ever given to maintain the schools. Dr. 

Roopnaraine was ‘doped’ by an unsavoury, callous and duplicitous report instigated by the Region 

#4 Administration while many Buxtonians ‘saw the bigger bone in the water below.’ 

Under Dr. Roopnaraine, his Alma Mater, Queen’s College, for the first time in its history had to 

keep their inter-house sports at other venues in the City. The playground is currently overtaken by 

‘bush,’ the pavilion is derelict and it took a protest by parents and students to save their agriculture 

patch from being used as site for a cafeteria.  

The former Minister of Education would have done a very poor job in defending the position of his 

government relative to the imposition of the financial penalty placed on the private education sector. 

That sector has been the beacon of the education system for the last fifteen years. The education min-

istry continues to waste millions per month on an ‘education channel’, over-priced /substandard qual-

ity infrastructure and wastage in the supply/usage of snacks for children. While nothing significant has 

been done to improve the quality of education delivery and the effective management of finance in 

the public-school system. VAT is ‘large and in charge’ in the private education system.  

To crown his ‘achievements’ the former minister recently introduced a policy of subjects’ limit. Un-

der this new policy, students of ‘A’ and ‘B’ grade secondary schools are only allowed to write a maxi-

mum of ten and five subjects respectively at CSEC. According to the current Grade IX QC students, 

“farewell Doc.” 

Happy Summer 2017 Yall!! 

Hay na talla fay. (Here, his yard, is not a thoroughfare) Tan-Tan, 1980s, Buxton Backdam-side. 

Until the next time, to God be the Glory.  

(Continued from page 8) 

Buxton-Friendship Heritage Fund extends heartfelt thanks to its 

June donors.  

 Sister Margaret Abrams (Miss Girlie) of Brooklyn, New York 

 Brother Lyndon Barton of Newark, Delaware 

 Brother Frank Telford of Bayonne, New Jersey 

HAYNES CITE: INTO THE SUNSET 

Anthony Haynes’ Column 
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Current state of the Play Field and Pavilion at Queen’s College 



Each time I swept my yard 

I made a mental “note-to-self” 

This Home Depot broom has got to go. 

Make a Pointer Broom, girl! 
 

My earliest memory of the Pointer Broom is at the Morgan’s 

— A family who lived Buxton Backdam side 

Near Timba, Bab’na, and the Battersfields. 

Morgans used to make Pointer Brooms 

And the children, Tinny and Erlene 

Let me play in loose coconut leaves 

That covered their entire bottom house 
 

Each child of that large family could wield a knife 

And make some serious brooms 

For personal use, but mostly 

For trade in Georgetown 
 

Last week, my friend Gladys Fiadzo and I 

we made a Pointer Broom 

Gladys is my house guest 

A sista from Afrika 

Ghana to be exact 
 

What did we share in common? 

The Pointer Broom 

And a deep dissatisfaction with the Home Depot broom 

One afternoon, we cut the leaves 

Of three green, but mature coconut branches 

Got two sharp knives and began to “strip broom” 

She did not have to show me how; nor I her. 
 

We did not speak for while 

Only our hands moved 

In style and technique, we are similar 

We cut each leaflet low, about 4 inches from the base 

And towards its mid-rib 

And ran the knife upwards to the end of the pointer 
 

Our positionalities were different 

She preferred to stand, 

She stripped one leave at a time; 

I sat on my garden wall, 

I secured my cut leaflets to my leg, 

just above my bent right knee 

And stripped them four at a time. 

(Continued on page 11) 

 Wha de Story Seh?           Dr. Pauline Baird’s Column 

SOCIOLOGY OF THE POINTER BROOM 
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“Each leaf is 

cut low, about 

4 inches from 

the base .” 
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Steeped in our silence, I thought 

Of women, mothers, daughters 

In Ghana and Guyana 

Who “stripped” 

Whose silence give birth industries 

In silence 

They plan and make space for 

Survival, creativity, and aloneness 
 

I also thought about how Gladys and I came 

to acquire our broom stripping skills. 

Did we, by watching or doing? 

We both lost out mothers as children 

We grew up continents apart 

Daughters of the same ancestry 
 

Intermittently we speak 

Gladys, tell me about the making of this broom in your place 

 Only old women make these to sell to people in village 

Why is that so? 

 The young people don’t have time to make it. 

 But, long ago school children made it as craft in school. 

Relationships to the broom has evolved and the elderly 

still have a way of earning money. 

Is there a demand for their brooms? 

 All local homes have two types of brooms 

 The coconut broom is strong and always in demand. 

 It is used to sweep outside the compound 

 Another broom is made from a kind of palm tree. 

 It is soft and useful for inside rooms. 

There is work of the old people; they are still as useful as 

the broom 

It is desirable in the city. 
 

Desirability, huh? 

I sit and think about desirability 

And its connection to physicality and use 

Using the pointer broom requires a person to bend at the waist 

And if the user is tall like I am, 

Sweeping incurs back pain 
 

The Pointer Broom, though humble 

Is integral to village sustainability 

Villagers provide a service item within the village 

They also procure income from without the village 

Incomes directly affect the livelihood of villagers 
 

Further, the humble pointer broom 

Has entered the North American continent 

And resides in homes in Brooklyn, New York and the like— 

Users swear that the broom does the best job. 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 

THE POINTER BROOM 



SOCIOLOGY OF THE POINTER BROOM 
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It is also a national identifying mark-- 

Just use that Pointer Broom there, 

And hear people tell you where you come from! 
 

When it reaches those foreign places, 

It’s making may be taken for granted 

By second and third generation Buxtonians 

Who might want to learn this— 

The anatomy of the Pointer Broom 

Makes for understanding something 

Buxton Villagers have always known— 

united we stand; bringing resources together 

is the foundation of our village. 
 

A broom is as good as its pointers 

A healthy broom is measured 

In adult fistfuls, pointers work together 

For this technology to work 

The pointers are secured with a string or twine. 
 

It should be tied with a square knot slack enough 

To lend flexibility 

So that users can adjust its spread to perform 

as wide or as narrow a sweep as they desire 

When pointers get loose, they are put back in the broom 

or thrown out 

This biodegradable broom returns to the earth. 
 

As the pointa gets shorter 

the broom that was used in the house 

becomes the one used in the yard 

or for cleaning the pig pen 

because the pointa is tougher and better 

for use on rough or very hard surfaces. 
 

The Pointer Broom can be adjusted two ways: 

Twisting the pointers at the base 

Until the upper part becomes fanlike. 

The fanlike position is best for sweeping open spaces. 

For removing the most stubborn cobweb in corners, 

Adjust the pointers to parallel position 

By twisting the whole broom just above the string. 

Pound the base on a hard surface 

to be sure all the pointers are aligned nice and tight 

This adjusting is not alien to Buxtonian-Guyanese or Ghanians 

It’s our way of survival 

So, we are “Pointa”. 

You? 

(Continued from page 11) 

CONTRIBUTORS: 
Gladys Fiadzo-Ghana 

Clyde Nelson (Soats)- English Lecturer in Prague 

Lorna Campbell-Editor Buxton/Friendship Express, 

New York 

Dr. Gillian Richards-Greaves (Coastal Carolina Uni-

versity) 

Wha de Story Seh? 
 

A Monthly Column  

by Pauline Baird, PhD 

Assistant Professor,  

University of Guam  
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THIS MONTH’S QUIZ: 
 

What was the name of the cin-
ema in Buxton, and where was 
it located? 

 

LAST MONTH’S QUIZ:  
Name of Buxtonian who built the 
Chateau Margot Chimney? 
The late Anthony (Antonio) Gordon, a bricklayer 

from Buxton, constructed the famed Chateau Margot 

Chimney of red bricks on a huge concrete base. It was 

commissioned on 1
st
 July, 1889. 

The Chimney stands at the front of the little village, Chateau 

Margot, on the East Coast Demerara, and is located eight miles 

from the city of Georgetown. This monument is the solitary 

remnant of a former sugar estate which, according to a de-

scription from the weekly Argosy of 1883, “boasted the finest 

cane land in the colony of British Guiana during the nineteenth 

century, operating successfully on the vacuum pan process for 

many years.” Apart from its functions during the time of sugar 

operations, the chimney served as a beacon to ships approach-

ing Port Georgetown, and this state of affairs continued even 

after the sugar factory ceased. 

Gordon was also known to be a verbose man. The legendary 

Prophet Wills became one of his followers. On the completion 

of his task, when he saw the volume of smoke that emitted 

from the chimney, he purportedly exclaimed, “Had it not been 

for the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Ja-

cob, I would have drowned the heavens with smoke!”  

The Chimney has been the theme for two Annandale poets 

— Rooplal Monar, a national prizewinner, and ‘Guska,’ a poet 

and artist.  

 

Sources: Randall Butisingh’s Weblog, 2007-11-01 / 

Guyana Chronicle: “Chateau Margot” 2015-03-01 
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Test and share your knowledge of significant 

events and achievements about Buxton and 

Buxtonians. We pose a question each month and 

invite you to submit the answer. The correct 

answer will be published in the following month’s 

issue. 

 E-mail Address:    BuxtonExpress@aol.com 

 Postal Address: Buxton-Friendship Express, 

454 Vermont Street, Brooklyn, NY  11207 

 Telephone Dr. Clayton Bacchus: 202-460-3948 

Stabroek News’ photo 

“World Beyond Georgetown” 2014-03-23 



Vida T. Boston, popularly known as Tessa Thomas, formerly 

of Buxton Middle Walk.  

She passed away on 6
th
 June in a Brooklyn, New York Hos-

pital after a prolonged illness. She was 62 years old.  

Tessa is survived by seven of her eight children - Odetta, Ke-

tura, Joel, Valerie, Olivia, Oliver and Orlando; and a host 

of grandchildren. 

She also leaves to mourn her loss: her mother - Minerva 

McCammon; siblings: Monica Thomas, and others; Aunt, 

Chris; husband, Gairy Major; daughter-in-law, Lorraine; sev-

eral nephews, nieces, cousins, and other relatives. 

She was predeceased by her son, Jermaine; father, Charles 

Thomas; brother, Charles Thomas, Jr. (Charlesy); grand-

mother, Elma Robinson. 

A home-going service for the late Vida 

Boston (Tessa Thomas) was held at Tor-

regrossa Funeral Home in Brooklyn, New 

York on 16
th
 June, 2017. Interment took 

place at Buxton Cemetery, following a fu-

neral service at Friendship Methodist 

Church on 23
rd
 June.. 

We extend heartfelt sympathy to the immedi-

ate families who recently lost loved ones. We 

share your grief and pray that you will be com-

forted by the cherished memories they left be-

hind. 

 Also among those who recently left us were: 

TREVOR SCOTT (Chi-Chi) - He passed away 

on 20th June, 2017. He was the son of the late 

Ena White and Wilfred Scott; Brother of Magna 

Trim, Patsy Trim, Donna Thomas-McDowell, 

Yvette, Vaulda, and Errol Thomas; Nephew of 

Edwin Thomas (Buddy Wah-Wah); the late Beryl 

Abrams and Winston Thomas; Cousin of Pansy 

Abrams, Patrick, Sheila, Lorna, Pamela, Prin-

cess, Claudette, Colin, Lester and Paulette 

(deceased); Barbara Thomas-Holder, and others. 

HERMAN ROBINSON - He passed away in 

Brooklyn, NY. 

Obituary: Tessa Thomas 

Condolences 
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“Dem Seh” 

Characters & Stories 
 behind legendary village  

False Names 

Now available on CD 

Special Offer at 

Summer Soirée 
$10 

New CD 
Release 

“Dem Seh” 
   legendary village 

   False Names 

 

Mail order - $12     Phone: 718-342-0040 


