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The next issue is the Emancipation edition. 
 

President David Granger said that the commemorative arch, which was donated by the Ansa McAl Group 

of Companies for Guyana’s 50th Independence Anniversary sends a signal of a vibrant Caribbean 

economy and is a tribute to corporate investment. The Head of State made these remarks at a 

commissioning ceremony held on May 13, at Cummings Lodge, Greater Georgetown where the arch 

marks the eastern boundary of the City.                                                                                                               
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Meet the Keynote Speaker of the Tenth Research Conference: Dr. David 
Hinds 

Dr. David Hinds is a political activist 
and academic. David Hinds is an Associate 
Professor of African and African American Studies 
with a concentration on Caribbean and African 
Diaspora Studies.  He is the Founder/contributor to 
the weekly HINDS Sight Chronicle Newspaper 
column, as well as the HINDS Sight and Walter 
Rodney programmes.    
Education 
PhD, Political Science: Howard University (1998) 
MA, Political Science: Howard University (1993) 
BA, University of the District of Colombia (1990) 
 

Research Interests 

Governance and Politics in the Caribbean 
Race, Ethnicity and Politics in the African Diaspora 
African Diasporan Popular Music and Sports as 
Political Discourse 

Black Political Leadership 
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By 

Tota Mangar 

[Reprinted from Sunday Chronicle 28 May 2000] 

May 26,… marks the … anniversary of our country’s attainment of political independence from Great 
Britain. 
 On this historic day in 1966, a new nation, Guyana, the only English-speaking one on the South 
American continent, achieved national sovereignty to become the 24th member of the then British 
Commonwealth of Nations thus bringing to an end, decades of British colonial rule.  Guyana’s road to 
independence was indeed turbulent. 
 For  a brief period in the early 1950s, its nationalist movement, the original People’s  Progressive 
Party, under the leadership of the late Presidents, Dr. Cheddi Jagan and Mr. Forbes Burnham, enjoed 
overwhelming support from the working class and the masses in general as they pursued the objective 
of national unity.   Their resounding victory at the 1953 general elections astounded many, including 
local reactionaries, the Colonial Office and more so the US State Department. 
 The mass-based party’s tenure in office was only short-lived as Great Britain, under considerable 
American pressure, suspended the Constitution and overthrew the legally elected government under 
the guise of a ‘communist threat’.   The ironical thing about it was that an interim government was 
imposed and comprised many individuals who themselves suffered defeat at the hands of the toppled 
nationalist candidates. 
 As if that setback was not enough, the nationalist movement itself became severely fractured in 
1955 and this paved the way for the intense political rivalry between our two foremost leaders, Dr. 
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Jagan and Mr. Burnham.   Unfortunately, it was this more than anything else, which also led to racial 
strife and insecurity.   Subsequent events such as political and social instability, including strikes and 
disturbances, which erupted as a result of the Kaldor Budget and the Labour Relations Bill in the 1961-
1963 period, clearly illustrated the turbulent waters that this nation had to endure.   Loss of several lives 
and the destruction of properties and dislocation of people to the tune of hundreds of millions of dollars 
were the sad reality of life during this unfortunate period of our nation’s history. 
 Under a new electoral system of proportional representation, Mr. Burnham headed a coalition 
government.   As Prime Minister he shouldered the responsibility of leading the country to 
independence while his former colleague and then bitter rival Dr. Jagan, served as Opposition Leader. 
 With independence came the termination of more than a century and a half of British colonial 
administrative rule.   At the witching hour of midnight, thousands of Guyanese of all walks of life stood 
proudly and cheered as the Union Jack was lowered and the National Flag went up to herald the birth of 
a new, independent Guyana.   Among those who witnessed the highly significant and unique ceremony 

were the Duke and Duchess of Kent, Sir Richard Luyt, the first Governor-General, former Consecutive 
Colonial Secretary, Mr. Anthony Greenwood and 62 delegates from 47 countries worldwide. 
Of added significance and to the tumultuous applause of all who thronged Independence Square was 
that comforting ‘bear hug’ embrace between Cheddi and Forbes, the architects of Guyana’s freedom 
only minutes before the attainment of nationhood.   That emotionally charged moment promised much, 
but in the final analysis realized very little. 
 As part of Independence we saw the emergence of our new Guyana Coat of Arms.  On it is seen 
the pride of our fauna life, two jaguars holding a pick axe and stems of rice and sugar cane, and facing 
each other proudly across a painted shield on top of which rests a visored helmet topped by the 
feathered crown of an Amerindian chieftain.   Beneath a scroll-like banner boldly proclaims the Nation’s 
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Motto: ‘One People, One Nation, One Destiny’ while on the shield itself there are three barrulets of 
azure blue symbolizing Guyana’s watery nature and its water potential. 
 

 
The Coat of Arms justifiably accords pride of place in our national minds and reminds us of our unity and 
sense of purpose. 
 Independence brought with it our national flag, a slender golden arrowhead set proudly on  a 
background of green and red and stands as a striking symbol of Guyana’s journey into the future.  The 
lush green colour symbolizes the fields and forests of Guyana’s assets, of which the country is richly 
endowed.   The red triangle represents the zeal and dynamic nature of nation building that lies before 
the young and independent nation while the deep black border stands for the endurance that will 
sustains the forward thrust of its people.   Finally, white symbolizes our rivers, waterfalls and our 
hydroelectric potential of this ‘Land of Many Waters’. 
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 Our new National Anthem is a popular aspect of our Independence.   Reverend Archibald Luker 
wrote the words of ‘Green Land of Guyana’ in response to the nation-wide competition sponsored by 
the National History of Arts Council, while our distinguished Guyanese educationist and musician, the 
late R.C.G. Potter, composed the music.   The title of our National Anthem is appropriate and expressive 
of colour and vitality and of land fertility. 
 On the morning of the May 26, 1966, the National Assembly witnessed all the pomp and 
pageant and ceremonial aspects of Westminister.   In the historic Public Buildings, the Duke of Kent 
handed over to the country’s first Prime Minister, Mr. Forbes Burnham, the Constitutional instruments 
conceding to us the dignity and pride of Independent Nationhood on behalf of Her Majesty the Queen. 
 Undoubtedly, the expectations of all Guyanese were very high at that point in time, and they 
certainly had every right to be.   Our Prime Minister expressed high optimism when he said: “Thus our 
journeying to Independence have ended.   We face, however, the harder, but more emotionally 
satisfying and definitely more self-respecting task of making Guyana great among the nations-the tasks 
of building a free and just society.” 
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Of carnivals and controversy: How the 19th-century flow of indentured workers 

shapes the Caribbean 

The Economist March 16, 2017  
Sources of tension include child marriage and terrorism. But mostly, people get on fine 

 

WHEN Anthony Carmona, the president of Trinidad and Tobago, showed up in a Carnival parade last 
month wearing a head cloth, white shorts and beads like those worn by Hindu pandits, he was not 
expecting trouble. Nothing seems more Trinidadian than a mixed-race president joining a festival that 

http://www.economist.com/news/americas/21718564-sources-tension-include-child-marriage-and-terrorism-mostly-people-get-fine-how


 
8 

has African and European roots. But some Hindus were outraged. “[O]ur dress code has never been 
associated with this foolish and self-degrading season,” huffed a priest. Trinidad’s cultures blend easily 
most of the time; occasionally, they strike sparks.     
The Hindu-bead controversy is not the only one ruffling feelings among Indo-Trinidadians. Another is 
caused by a proposal in parliament to raise the minimum age for marriage to 18 for all citizens. 
Currently, Muslim girls can marry at 12, girls of other faiths at 14. Muslim and Hindu traditionalists want 
to keep it that way. 
 Another argument has been provoked by the disproportionate number of Trinidadians who have joined 
Islamic State (IS). About 130 of the country’s 1.3m people are thought to have fought for the “caliphate” 
or accompanied people who have. That is a bigger share of the population than in any country outside 
the Middle East. The government wants a new law to crack down on home-grown jihadists, which some 
Muslim groups denounce as discriminatory. The attorney-general, Faris Al-Rawi, is guiding both 
measures through the legislature. 
Both debates are causing unease in the communities that trace their origins to the influx of indentured 
workers in the 19th century. This month marks the 100th anniversary of the end of that flow. By 
bringing in large numbers of Indians, mostly Hindus and Muslims, the migration did much to shape the 
character of the Caribbean today (see chart). The arguments about marriage and terrorism are part of 
its legacy. 

 

The migration from India began in 1838 as a way of replacing slavery, banned by Britain’s parliament five 
years earlier. Recruiters based in Calcutta trawled impoverished villages for workers willing to sign up 
for at least five years of labour—and usually ten—on plantations growing sugar, coconut and other 
crops in Trinidad, British Guiana (now Guyana), the Dutch colony of Suriname and elsewhere. 
Workers were housed in fetid “coolie” barracks, many of which had served as slave quarters, and were 
paid a pittance of 25 cents a day, from which the cost of rations was deducted. Diseases like hookworm, 
caused by an intestinal parasite, were common. 

https://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2017/03/routes.png
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But the labourers’ lot was better than that of enslaved Africans. Colonial governments in India and the 
Caribbean tried to prevent the worst abuses. Workers received some medical care and were not subject 
to the harsh punishments meted out to slaves, notes Radica Mahase, a historian. In some periods the 
colonial government offered workers inducements to stay at the end of a contract: five acres of land or 
five pounds in cash. 
Opposition from Indian nationalists and shortages of shipping during the first world war prompted the 
British government of India to shut down the traffic on March 12th 1917. By then, more than half a 
million people had come to the Caribbean. Today, just over a third of Trinidad and Tobago’s people say 
they are of Indian origin, slightly more than the number of Afro-Trinidadians; the share is higher in 
Guyana, lower in Suriname. Hindus outnumber Muslims. Many, especially those whose forebears were 
educated at Presbyterian schools, are Christians. 
Caribbean people of Indian origin are as successful and well-integrated as any social group. Many of 
Trinidad and Tobago’s state schools have religious affiliations but are ethnically mixed; the government 
pays most of their costs regardless of denomination. Eid al-Fitr, which celebrates the end of Ramadan, 
and Diwali are public holidays. Many Hindus celebrate the religious festival of Shivaratri, then join in 
Carnival parades. “An individual can have multiple identities,” says Ms Mahase. 
Politics still has ethnic contours. In Trinidad and Tobago, most voters of African origin support the 
People’s National Movement, which is now in power. Indo-Trinidadians tend to back the opposition 
United National Congress. Guyana’s president, David Granger, is from a predominantly Afro-Guyanese 
party. 
But these distinctions are blurring. A growing number of Caribbean people identify with neither group. 
Nearly 40% of teenagers in Trinidad and a quarter in Guyana call themselves mixed-race or “other”, or 
do not state their ethnicity in census surveys. When both countries hold elections in 2020, these young 
people are likely to vote less tribally than their parents do. 
Trinidad’s jihadist problem is in part caused by the choice of new identities rather than by the embrace 
of established ones. Many of IS’s recruits are Afro-Trinidadian converts to Islam. Mr Al-Rawi, who is 
leading the fight to stop them, claims descent from the Prophet Muhammad through his Iraqi father, 
but has a more relaxed view of religion. His mother is Presbyterian, his wife is a Catholic of Syrian origin 
and one of his grandfathers was a Hindu. 
The anti-terrorist and child-marriage laws he is promoting, though seemingly unrelated, are rebukes to 
rigid forms of identity. The anti-terrorist law would make it a criminal offence within Trinidad to join or 
finance a terrorist organisation or commit a terrorist act overseas. People travelling to designated areas, 
such as Raqqa in Syria, would have to inform security agencies before they go and when they come 
back. Imtiaz Mohammed of the Islamic Missionaries Guild denounces the proposed law as “draconian”. 
The proposal to end child marriage affects few families; just 3,500 adolescents married between 1996 
and 2016, about 2% of all marriages. But it has been just as contentious as the anti-terrorism law. The 
winning calypso at this year’s Carnival, performed by Hollis “Chalkdust” Liverpool, a former teacher, was 
called “Learn from Arithmetic”. Its refrain, “75 can’t go into 14”, mocked Hindu marriage customs and 
implicitly backed the legislation to raise the marriage age. Satnarayan Maharaj, an 85-year-old Hindu 
leader, called it an insult. 
The government has enough votes in parliament to pass the law in its current form, but opponents may 
challenge it in the courts. Traditionalists may thus hold on to an anachronism imported from India, at 
least for a while. The bead-wearing, calypso-dancing president is probably a better guide to what the 
future holds. 
Source: Of carnivals and controversy: How the 19th-century flow of indentured workers shapes 
the Caribbean | The Economist 
 

http://www.economist.com/news/americas/21718564-sources-tension-include-child-marriage-and-terrorism-mostly-people-get-fine-how
http://www.economist.com/news/americas/21718564-sources-tension-include-child-marriage-and-terrorism-mostly-people-get-fine-how
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Books are cultural tools for development 

– Minister Nicolette Henry 
-at Mash Literary Street Fair 

 
(Georgetown, February 17, 2017) - Despite the inclement weather, secondary school students from 
Regions 3 and 4 flocked to the Main Street Avenue where they were exposed to a plethora of books on 
display at the annual Literary Street Fair hosted as part of the 2017 observance of Mashramani.  
This Fair was aimed at providing a central location for the showcasing of books and other materials in an 
exhibition format. It also provided an opportunity to bring citizens and books together, while at the 
same time encouraged wider access to books with the aim of enhancing literacy in Guyana. 
"Books are cultural tools for development and a reading nation is indeed a winning nation. It is, 
therefore, imperative that we preserve the reading practice and make it active," stated Minister within 
the Ministry of Education, Hon. Nicolette Henry while speaking at the Literary Street Fair. 
The Minister noted that 'reading is to the mind, what exercise is to the body.' Similarly, reading helps to 
develop one’s mind; it helps to make one alert; it helps to make one knowledgeable, and as the saying 
goes, 'Knowledge is power' the Minister explained.  
"I call upon our authors, publishers, partners and stakeholders to do their best to promote children 
literature. The Ministry of Education will continue to play its role. No human society can develop in all its 
dimensions if it does not produce literature for children and young readers. The Ministry is particularly 
supportive of any effort of our writers at creating the awareness for quality book production," Minister 
Henry stated.  
The Minister also appealed to parents and teachers to inculcate in children the habit of reading at a 
young age. "Implanting the habit of reading in children will ensure that it becomes a skill that will put 
them in good stead throughout their lives," Minister Henry highlighted. 
"One of the most important aspects of this exhibition is the opportunity it gives to the public and book 
lovers to explore the content and background of books on display, some perhaps for the first time," 

Minister Henry 
posited.  
 
The Minister 
recognised that 
Guyana has been 
known for its 
outstanding writers, 
and "we want to share 
all of their work and 
much more on Guyana 
so that our own 
citizens can benefit 
from all the reading 
material that we have 
to offer."  
The Minister implored 
that "today’s activity is 
part of the Ministry of 
Education Department 
of Culture, Youth and 
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Sport’s agenda to promote literacy, and to make the public aware of what is available to help develop 
the literacy skills of our children and the public at large."  
Ms Gwenette George, one of the coordinators of the event, in her remarks highlighted the organisations 
that have been supporting the fair from the very start. These include the National Centre for Education 
Resource Development (NCERD), the National Library, the University of Guyana library, the Varga 
Foundation, Oral Tradition by Petamber Persaud, the Guyana Heritage Society, Guyana Entertainment 
Magazine (GEM), the Ministry of Education agencies National Archives and the National Trust, the 
Guyana Institute of Historical Research, the Book Foundation, Reading and Research Centre, Austin's 
Book Store, the parliament's documentation centre, the Caricom's documentation centre, the Arts 
Journal, NCN and the Government Information Agency (GINA). 

 
 
 

 
 
 

1. Arif Ali (Editor) Guyana at 50.  Reflection, Celebration and Inspiration 
2. Gloria Cummings (Chief Editor) National Bibliography of Guyana. 
3. Alim Hosein Heroes of our nation: 50 Nation builders of Guyana. 
4. Alim Hosein 50 Creative icons of Guyana 
5. Hazel Woolford KIDS Illustrated History of Political Independence of Guyana 
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6. Hazel Woolford KIDS Illustrated History of First Ladies of Guyana 
7. Hazel Woolford KIDS Illustrated History of Presidents of Guyana 
8. Hazel Woolford KIDS Illustrated History of Presidents of Guyana 
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Quotes of the President of Guyana 

  
During the meeting, the President presented the students with books, pens and commemorative coins 
with the inscription “Every child in school”, which the President said was his personal motto. “It is 
important to stay in school. My wife and I launched a programme to provide boats and buses and 
bicycles for children to get to school because we feel it is the only way to overcome not only ignorance 
but also poverty. And once people stay in school I think that they will be able to launch a personal 
career; the whole country is lifted up; it is a matter of great pride,” he said. 
 
 
“Social cohesion, therefore, still needs to be strengthened in each social stratum, in each occupational 
sector and in each geographical region. Social cohesion must be enhanced within and between 
communities. The Indian presence in Guyana teaches that improved relations must be predicated on 
respect for each other and must be guided by a sense of shared responsibility for the common good,” 
President Granger said. 
 
“I would like to see Guyana’s environment in the hands of Guyanese. We must always be free to 
cooperate with international organisations to seek their assistance and expertise, but after 51 years of 
Independence we must develop the expertise to manage our own environment in our best interests,” 
the President said. 
 
 “We are pleased to have signed and ratified the Paris Agreement. We are committed to working closer 
with France in preserving and protecting the Guiana Shield of which both Guyana and La Guyane are 
constituents. We shall place an additional two million hectares of our territory under conservation as 
part of our nationally-determined commitments under that ‘Agreement’,” President Granger said. 
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“We anticipate, also, continued cooperation between our two countries at the multilateral level through 
the United Nations, the ACP-EU [African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States-European Union] 
Partnership Agreement, the Economic Partnership Agreement between the CARIFORUM States and the 
European community and through bi-regional cooperation between the EU [European Union] and the 
Community of Latin American and Caribbean States,” President Granger said. 
 
“The Government will continue to respect the authority and dignity of the judiciary. The judiciary’s 
efficiency relies on there being a full complement of judges and magistrates. The Government will 
support the efforts of the Judicial Service Commission [JSC] in ensuring that vacancies are filled promptly 
in order to ensure respect for the recommendations for judicial appointments based on objective 
criteria, which have been prescribed,”… 
In his address, the Head of State assured that the Executive branch of Government is committed to 
ensuring that the Judiciary is unbiased, unblemished and unmindful of personal prejudices and also 
operates without interference from any other arm of Government. “Judicial independence means that 
the judiciary must be protected from both private and partisan interests, such as from persons or 
pressure groups, and from the influence and control of the other branches of Government. Judicial 
independence is essential to ensure the integrity of the rule of law. The rule of law requires that 
everyone should be subject to the law and prescribes that no one should be above the law,” he said. 
 
Guyanese, 
Independence Day celebrates the moment in history when, after 350 years of Dutch and British 
colonisation, our peoples abolished foreign rule. 
We established a ‘free state’ with the hope of ensuring equality and eradicating poverty. It was the day 
on which we adopted our own Constitution and erected institutions to govern ourselves and guarantee 
our freedom. 
Independence Day celebrates, also, the unique combination of the people who came – Africans, 
Chinese, Indians and Portuguese – and who, with the Amerindians, who lived here from time 
immemorial, contributed to the creation of a multi-racial and multi-religious state. 
The ‘free state’ that we established on 26th May 1966 recognised our commitment to social cohesion 
through which we learn to accept and respect each other’s values and beliefs and to share the common 
space we call our homeland. 
The ‘free state’ is one that is free from discrimination; it is one that is built on the basis of respect for 
cultural diversity, political inclusivity and social equality. 
The ‘free state’ recognises our common and complex heritage. It reminds us of Chinese Arrival Day, 
celebrated on 12th January; of Portuguese Arrival Day, celebrated on 3rd May; of Indian Arrival Day, 
celebrated on 5th May; of African Emancipation Day, celebrated on 1st August and of Indigenous 
Heritage Month, observed throughout September. 
The ‘free state’ re-commits us to dismantling the divisions of geography. Disparities between hinterland 
and coastland and between rural and urban communities, eventually, must be eliminated so that no 
group feels excluded. 
Guyanese, 
The ‘cohesive state’ is concerned with constructing a multi-cultural society and with creating the 
conditions for diverse peoples to coexist. Society needs to be strengthened in each occupational sector, 
in each geographical region, in each community and in each social stratum. 
The ‘cohesive state’ is not a political expedient. It can be realised only by respecting the differences and 
the diversity of society and by the removal of anger, hatred, ignorance and poverty. It can be created by 
mutual respect for each other’s cultural and religious differences. 
Guyana’s national tapestry is composed of the variegated threads – culture, ethnicity and faith – of our 
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peoples. The national tapestry is stronger because it is weaved from our separate, but sturdy, strands. It 
is more resilient because it represents and reflects the talents of different groups. 
Guyanese, 
Independence bequeathed to us a state through which we became heirs of a magnificent patrimony. 
Guyana is a beautiful, blissful and bountiful country that is becoming a ‘green state’. 
The ‘green state’ is a natural product of our verdant and luxuriant environment. Our ecosystems – our 
coastland, hinterland, highlands, islands, wetlands, grasslands, lakes, rivers, rainforests and waterfalls – 
are our birthright. 
Our bio-diversity is the endowment of our ancestors, the patrimony of all Guyanese and the bequest we 
hold in trust for posterity. 
The ‘green state’ can flourish and can furnish a ‘good life’ for generations to come by engendering a 
spirit of shared social responsibility. 
The ‘green state’ must embody a common commitment to the environment that arises from our unique, 
shared patrimony and that will lead to a prosperous future. 
Guyanese, 
The 51st anniversary of Independence inspires us all to continue to work towards preserving the ‘free 
state,’ towards establishing a ‘green state’ and towards creating a ‘cohesive state.’ 
I extend fraternal congratulations to all – at home and in our diaspora – as we celebrate our freedom, 
our statehood and our precious patrimony. 
Happy Independence anniversary! 

You are invited to send your child to 
 

 
Date: July 24-28 
Where: 106 Atlantic Gardens 
Montrose 
Time: 09:00hrs-12:00hrs. 
Cost: $1,000.00 
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The Chairs of the Guyana Institute of Historical Research Tenth conference are: 

Mr. Deon Abrams  Mr. Tota Mangar Ms. Emiley King                            

Dr. Tom Dalgetty  Mrs. Marjorie McCaskey  

Presenters 

Professor Vishwa Verma is a representative of the Indian High Commission.  He lectures in 

Chemistry, at the University of Guyana. 

Presentation: “Colour, caste system and, India.” 

Mr. Jeremy Perez is a teaching assistant at UCLA Department of World Arts and Cultures/Dance, Los 

Angeles, California. 

Presentation: “Inherited “Ancestors’ Collections” of a Devoted Curator: The Museum of African Heritage 

in Georgetown, Guyana.” 

Mrs. Volda Williams, “Former Assistant Registrar of the University of Guyana.” 

Presentation: , “The rise and fall of the sugar industry.” 

 

Mr. Lincoln Lewis is the General Secretary of the Guyana Trade Union Congress. 

Presentation:  “Sugar and Labour” 
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 Mr. Aubrey Norton is the Presidential Advisor on Youth empowerment 
Ministry of Education, Department of Culture, Youth and Sports. 
Presentation:  “History of the PNC” 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Professor David Hinds is professor of African American studies at the University of Arizona.  
Presentation: "Guyana's Post-Independence Radicalism: A history of the WPA” 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Eric Phillips is an alumnus of Queens College.  He is principal of the Essequibo group, lecturer, 
political advisor and, an official of the African Cultural and Development Association. 
Presentation: , “Sugar and Politics” 
 
 

 
 
Mr. Petamber Persaud is an author, journalist, editor of the Chronicle Christmas Annual, President of the 
Guyana Heritage Society and host of the Oral Traditions Television programme. 
Poster presentation:  “ Guyanese writers of Indian ancestry” 
 

 
Jinnah Rahman is a Journalist, political commentator and, T.V. Host. 
Presentation: History of the P.P.P.(The Jagan years) 
 
 
 

 
Keith Agard is an Artist. 
Presentation: “Art and  Spirituality.” 
 
 
 

 
                                           Professor Thakur lectures at the University of Guyana. 
 
                  Presentation: , “Politics, Ethnicity and the Alibi of Class in Guyana: 1992-2015.” 
 
 
 

Rishee  Thakur 

No picture at 

present. 
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Congratulations to the National Awardees of 2017 
List of National Awardees 
On the occasion of the 51st Anniversary of the Independence of Guyana, His Excellency David Granger, 
MSS, President of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces and 

Chancellor of the Orders of Guyana is pleased to make the following appointments under the Order of 
Roraima of Guyana and the Order of Service of Guyana. 
Of the 69 persons honoured at this time, 31 are exceptional women who have contributed 
immeasurably to the development of Guyana in their respective areas of service. 
 
Order of Roraima 
1 Yonettte Decina Cummings-Edwards 
Cacique’s Crown of Honour 
1 Alison Roxane Mc Lean George 
2 Ivelaw Lloyd Griffith 
3 Moeenul Hack 
4 Irwin La Rocque 
5 Murtland Raphael Massiah 
 
Golden Arrow of Achievement 
1 Ramsay Ali 
2 Annette Arjoon 
3 Lloyd Fitzgerald Austin 
4 Everette Lancelot Carberry 
5 Rhoda Amelia Stephne Clarke 
6 Winslow Marcellous Craig 
7 Jose Louis Da Silva 
8 Jennifer Dewar 
9 Dorothy Fraser 
10 Gloria Regina Fraser 
11 Ameena Gafoor  
12 Samuel Jaidatt Goolsarran 
13 Gwyneth George 
14 Adam Elias Harris 
15 Hilton Gregory Hemerding 
16 Sandra Hooper 
17 Julia Ann Johnson 
18 Sandra Valerie Jones 
19 Raymond Mark Kirton 
20 Hemraj Kissoon 
21 Doris Ann Lewis 
22 Tota Charran Mangar 
23 Hyacinth Gloria Massay-Thomas 
24 Julie Andrea Matthews 
25 Coretta McDonald 
26 George Gladstone McDonald 
27 Ann Elizabeth McLennan 
28 Marie June Mendes 
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29 Abena Nkenge Moore 
30 Cecil Norman Murray 
31 Vibert Virnen Parvatan 
32 Jawahar Persaud 
33 Karen Pilgrim 
34 Andrew Godfrey Proctor 
35 Khakan Ally Ramjohn 
36 Gem Ann Rohlehr 
37 Sonya Indira Roopnauth 
38 Pradeep Parmanand Samtani 
39 Godfrey Steve Statia 
40 Barbara Patricia Thomas-Holder 
41 Desmond Trotman 
42 Patrick Everton Williams 
43 Enrico Mortimer Woolford 
44 John Carlson Yates 
 
Medal of Service 
1 Sandra Michelle Adams 
2 John Andries 
3 George Rupert Barclay 
4 Erma Hyacinth Bovell 
5 Camille Patricia Carrington 
6 Patrick Nigel de Groot 
7 Denise Dias 
8 Merlene Ellis 
9 Joan Anges Fredericks 
10 Heeralall Makhanlall 
11 Jenevieve Jenny Murray 
12 Julio Perreira 
13 Ryan Perreira 
14 Emelda Sandy 
 
Military Service Medal 
1 Lt Col Lawrence Anthony Fraser 
2 Lt Col Ramkarran Doodnauth 
 
Disciplined Services Medal 
1 Assistant Commissioner of Police Nigel Anthony Hoppie 
2 Acting Director of Prisons Gladwin Andrea Samuels 
3 Deputy Chief Fire Officer Winston Michael McGregor 
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Save the children.  Enroll them in the Queens Daycare 
/Child development centre, at the Queenstown Church 
of the Nazarene, Laluni & Irving streets, Georgetown.  
Telephone #227-5093.  Ask for Elvira  Moses. 
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                        Upcoming Events 

 

1. GIHR Conference –Saturday June 24 
2. KIDS History Vacation school- July 24-28. 
3. Summer History school for Adults-August 7-12.  $10,000.  
4. Register now for the online 16 weeks certificate in historical studies or 

African- Guyanese history for only $16,000. 
5. Register now for the post graduate Diploma in African studies for only 

$40,000. Per term. 
6. Annual Tea party and Fashion show- 28 October. 

 

 


