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COMMENTARY By DR. DHANPAUL NARINE

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine

Can Donald Trump be Impeached?

On August 16, 1971 
H.R. Haldeman, the as-
sistant Chief of Staff to 
President Nixon said in 
a memorandum that, ‘we 
have to maximize our 
incumbency in dealing 
with persons known to 
be in the opposition; stat-
ed bluntly- how we can 
use the available federal 
machinery to screw our 
political enemies.’ Did 
Trump read this memo?  

There is little doubt 
that Trump is on a 
self-destructive Nixo-
nian path. Never before 
has an American pres-
ident done so much to 
infl ict harm on his pres-
idency. Unlike other 
presidents, Trump has 
used online technology 
to inform the world of 
his missteps.

His twitter feeds 
show a mind that bears 
a grudge and is intent 
on vengeance. It also 
shows that the twitter-
in-chief doesn’t have a 
grip on the sophisticated 
nature of power. Henry 
Kissinger needs to give 
Trump a lesson is di-
plomacy; Chou-en-Lai’s 
deft use of power would 
be a good starting point.   

Omarosa Manigault 
was a former contestant 
on Trump’s show ‘The 
Apprentice.’ She is now 
responsible for African 
American outreach in the 
Trump administration. 
Omarosa summed up the 
thinking of her boss.

She said, ‘Let me 
tell you, Mr. Trump 
has a long memory and 
we’re keeping a list. It’s 
so great our enemies 
are making themselves 
clear. When we get into 
the White House we 
know where we stand.’ 
It is interesting to note 
that Nixon also had a list. 
He craved attention and 
constantly felt that peo-
ple were out to get him.    

It can be argued that 
President Trump has 
so much power that he 

duce a watered down 
version of the health care 
bill or throw it out alto-
gether. Trump has picked 
May to unleash his most 
explosive act to date. He 
fi red James Comey, the 
Director of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigations 
(FBI). The reason given 
was Comey’s handling 
of the Hillary Clinton 
email scandal. But in his 
explanation to the media 
Trump admitted that the 
‘Russian thing’ was part 
of the fi ring of Comey.

Trump also went 
into character assassina-
tion mode by attacking 
the integrity of Comey. 
The acting director of 
the FBI took a different 

view. According to An-
drew McCabe, Comey, ‘ 
enjoyed broad support in 
the FBI and he still does 
to this day…The vast 
majority of FBI staff 
enjoyed a deep and pos-
itive connection to Di-
rector Comey.’ McCabe 
added that the Russian 
investigation would be 
pursued ‘ vigorously and 
completely.’

As the media con-
tinues to devote hours 
to dissect and bisect the 
motives of Trump the 
question is, ‘ where do 
we go from here?’ Has 
the fi ring of James Com-
ey opened up the way for 
Trump’s impeachment? 

There are those who ar-
gue that Trump’s twitter 
frenzy shows that he is 
out of control and that 
he is operating on a short 
fuse.

Trump has divided 
the nation with his un-
predictable behavior. 
He has appointed peo-
ple that are not suited 
for top positions and 
has surrounded himself 
with advisors that do 
not have command of 
the facts. Trump is an 
absentee resident of the 
White House and has not 
taken the time or shown 
the inclination to be 
schooled in the history 
of the presidency. There 
are those who feel that 

Trump makes up stories 
to fi t the occasion. But 
are these grounds for im-
peachment?

The Constitution says 
that impeachment could 
be set in motion for, ‘ 
Treason, Bribery, or oth-
er High Crimes and Mis-
demeanors.’ These eight 
powerful words have 
led to the impeachment 
of Andrew Johnson and 
Bill Clinton. But both of 
them remained in offi ce 
after they were acquitted.  
Richard Nixon resigned 
before the House of Rep-
resentatives could vote 
on his impeachment.

As it stands Trump is 
far way from being im-

peached. But the knives 
are out. The Russian 
scandal won’t go away. 
There is a movement to 
impeach Trump for  ‘al-
legedly violating consti-
tutional bans on certain 
gifts-a problem rooted in 
the president’s failure to 
divest from his real es-
tate, hotel and branding 
business.’ This move-
ment gained 875,000 
online signatures in one 
month.

The Public Policy In-
stitute reported that 46 
percent of Americans 
believed that there were 
grounds for Trump to be 
impeached. This was in 
February 2017 and is a 
high number as Trump 
is only a few months 
into his presidency. Ac-
cording to a Gallup poll 
Trump has only a 38 
percent approval rating 
which is 24 points be-
hind the average for fi rst 
term presidents.

In the past week 
three major events have 
dominated the news and 
could spell trouble for 
Trump. The fi ring of 
Comey was infl uenced 
by ‘this Russian thing’, 
according to Trump. 
Secondly, Trump was 
accused of giving high-
ly classifi ed information 
to the Russians during 
an Oval offi ce meeting. 
This was seen as serious 
enough to warrant a call 
for impeachment. But 
worse was to come with 
Comey’s memo stating 
that he was pressured by 
Trump to end the FBI in-
vestigation into Michael 
Flynn. Robert Mueller’s 
appointment to over-
see the federal probe is 
good policy. For now, 
impeachment is a long 
way off but the missteps 
are piling up; Trump will 
continue to tweet while 
his advisors play catch-
up!

does not know how to 
use it constructively or 
wisely. He has to make 
up stories to constantly 
stay relevant; the White 
House is not a business 
where you can wing 
the answers. Since the 
election the media has 
spent more time speak-
ing about Trump than his 

policies.
There are urgent is-

sues that include tax 
reform, employment, 
welfare, immigration, 
health care and educa-
tion, among others. But 
immediately after the in-
auguration we were told 
that Trump had one of 
the biggest crowds and 
that the media refused to 
report it. The coverage 
of the event showed oth-
erwise.

There were also 
claims of massive fraud 
in the elections and that 
there were ‘three to fi ve 
million votes cast ille-
gally.’ The Federal Elec-
tions Commission called 

on Trump to produce the 
evidence but to date this 
has not been done. In or-
der to give weight to his 
immigration argument 
Trump referred to terror-
ist attacks in Sweden.

But the Swedish 
Foreign Ministry stated 
that it was not aware of 
any terror attacks. They 
wanted to know what 
the president was smok-
ing! Trump’s remarks on 
Sweden came after his 
advisor Kellyanne Con-
way spoke about a mas-
sacre at Bowling Green 
that never took place.

In March 2017 an-
other major invention 
of the news took place. 
President Trump accused 

his predecessor Barack 
Obama of wiretapping 
his phones. Trump con-
cluded in a tweet ‘ How 
low has President Obama 
gone to tapp (sic) my 
phones during the very 
sacred election process. 
This is Nixon/Watergate. 
Bad (or sick) guy!’ While 
Fox News ran away with 
the story as gospel the 
Trump administration is 
still to produce evidence 
of wiretapping.

April began with its 
share of politicking and 
Trump’s lack of under-
standing of the complex-
ities of the health care 
system. As it stands the 
Senate could well pro-

The White House is in crisis. Pres-
ident Trump’s tweet might help 

to explain why his administration is 
spiraling out of control. His message 
in December 2016 was: ‘Happy New 
Year to all, including my many ene-
mies and those who have fought me 
and lost so badly they just don’t know 
what to do. Love.’
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Trump meets with Comey and fi nds that the ‘Russian thing’ won’t go away.


