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COMMENTARY By DR. DHANPAUL NARINE

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine

Bill O’Reilly’s No-Win Zone!

Bill O’ Reilly was co-
cooned in a culture that 
disrespected women. 
This existed at Fox News 
for years. If O’Reilly 
wanted lessons on how 
to mistreat women he 
only had to look at his 
bosses. They took abuse 
to new heights and it 
did not matter whether 
it was the nanny slav-
ing after the children or 
the female newscasters 
on the screens. They 
all suffered the ignomi-
ny of having to work in 
the ‘boys shop’ without 
complaining.

When the news was 
released a terse one line 
said, ‘ the company 
and Bill O’Reilly have 
agreed that Bill O’Reil-
ly will not be returning 
to the Fox News Chan-
nel.’ This decision was 
announced after the 
New York Times stated 
that Fox had settled fi ve 
sexual harassment 
complaints against 
Bill O’Reilly, going 
back as far as 2012. 
The settlement could 
total $13 million. 
O’ Reilly, however, 
was a moneymaker. 
Fox could afford to 
pay settlement costs 
with the $446 mil-
lion that O’Reilly 
brought in during 
the period 2014 to 
2016.

In his defense 
O’Reilly said that 
the Times’ story was 
a fabrication. As a 
prominent person-
ality he was ‘ vul-
nerable to lawsuits 
from individuals 
who want me to 
pay them to avoid 
negative publicity.’ 
But this explanation 
did not wash with 
the public, nor did 
it convince the owners 
of Fox News, especially 
the wives of James and 
Lachlan Murdoch.

In the cutthroat world 
of television advertise-
ments O’Reilly was 
becoming a liability as 

buffed his advances. The 
evidence would seem to 
suggest that there was a 
culture of abuse against 
women at Fox and it 
throws into relief oth-
er issues.  For instance, 
why is it that women 

have been system-
atically harassed at 
the workplace, de-
spite laws against 
it?

The most obvi-
ous answer has to 
do with wealth and 
power. Bill Cosby 
is known around the 
world for the role 
as Heathcliffe Hux-
table in the ‘Cos-
by Show.’ But his 
treatment of women 
was far from ‘lov-
able.’ By the end 
of December 2015 
more than 50 wom-

en came forward and ac-
cused Cosby of drugging 
and sexually assaulting 
them. Some of the in-
cidents went back as 
far as 1969. Dominique 
Strauss-Kahn was once 
tipped to be the Presi-

dent of France. He was 
the chief of the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, 
one of the top posts in 
the world. In 2011, a ho-
tel maid in New York al-
leged that Strauss-Kahn 
forced himself on her as 

she attempted to clean 
his room. Strauss-Kahn 
settled out of court but 
his name was linked to 
pimping and prostitu-
tion charges in France 
and his presidential 
ambitions went up in 
smoke.

    The list of fa-
mous men that have 
abused women is end-
less. There is Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, Mike 
Tyson, Charlie Sheen, 
Bing Crosby, Sean 
Connery, Jim Brown, 
O.J Simpson, Bill 
Murray, Alec Baldwin, 
Russell Crowe, Tiger 
Woods, Ike Turner and 
Bill Wyman-he was 47 
and she was 13.

 Some of the others 
in the Hall of Shame 
include Donald Trump, 
Chris Brown, Michael 
Fassbinder, Woody Al-
len, Dr. Dre, Eminem, 
Nicolas Cage, Sean 
Penn, Steven Seagal, 
Tommy Lee, Chris-
tian Slater, Yanni, and 
Floyd Mayweather, 
among others. There 
is Bill Clinton and his 
affairs with Jennifer 
Flower, Paula Jones 
and Monica Lewinsky. 
Clinton gave the most 
logical explanation as 

to why men in power 
abused women. He said 
that he did it because, ‘I 
could.’

It is argued that a man 
in a position of authori-
ty with access to wealth 
and power sees women 
as playthings. What is 
even more alarming is 
that these men use their 
power to wiggle out of 
legal repercussions. As 
one writer puts it men 
are able to get away with 
abusing women because, 
‘ celebrity culture caters 
entirely to men, from the 
objectifi cation of wom-
en to the fetishization of 
male wealth and power.’

Why would power-
ful men with the world 
at their feet throw it all 
away? Fetishization can 
help to provide an ex-
planation and New York 

has two infamous cases. 
Elliot Spitzer was the 
golden boy of New York 
politics. In 2006 he was 
elected Governor of New 
York with 69 per cent of 
the votes. He promised 
‘to change the ethics of 
Albany.’

In 2008 Spitzer was 
caught on a federal wire-
tap consorting with a 
prostitute. He resigned 
as Governor in March of 
that year. Anthony Wein-
er seemed to have it all. 
He was a Congressman 
and his wife Huma Abe-
din worked for Hillary 
Clinton.   Weiner was 
caught sending explic-
it pictures of himself 
to women; he resigned 
from Congress in 2011.

Two years later an-
other scandal broke 
when Weiner admitted 
sending more pictures of 
himself and in 2016 he 
was caught for the third 
time texting inappropri-
ate pictures. The scandal 
reached the presiden-
tial campaign of Hillary 
Clinton; her opponents 
claimed that secret infor-
mation could have been 
passed from Abedin to 
Weiner when Clinton 
was US Secretary of 
State. 

O’Reilly, Ailes and 
others are in a no-win 
zone. Abuse against 
women has become a 
public emergency. It 
is important to speak 
up against all forms of 
discrimination against 
women. Sexism in the 
media should be fought 
at all levels as well.

The need for educa-
tion cannot be over-em-
phasized. The home and 
school should work in 
partnership to the spread 
the information that do-
mestic, and other forms 
of violence against wom-
en, are unacceptable.

well. More than 20 
big-name advertis-
ers pulled out from 
the show and some 
even called for his 
dismissal.

Money usually 
takes precedence 
over morality; if 
the advertisers had 
stayed it is doubtful 
whether O’Reilly 
would have gone. 
Enter Donald 
Trump, the man 
who knew all about 
groping and inap-
propriate behav-
ior. He described 
O’Reilly as ‘a good 
person.’ Mr. Trump 
has also defended 
another Fox hon-
cho. He is Roger 
Ailes the former 
CEO of Fox News.

Ailes was ac-
cused of sexual 
harassment by a 
number of women 

at the network. The most 
prominent were Gretch-
en Carlson and Megyn 
Kelly. Ms. Carlson said 
that she decided to speak 
up because, ‘ I just want-
ed to stand up for myself, 
fi rst and foremost. And I 

want to stand up for oth-
er women who maybe 
faced similar circum-
stances.’ The strategy 
worked because a num-
ber of women came for-
ward and reported their 
experiences with Ailes.

O’Reilly has appar-
ently learned little from 
Ailes’ misbehavior. Ac-
cording to reports, he 
propositioned women 
and in one case dumped 
a female reporter from 
a time slot when she re-

He was described as the ‘most 
powerful name in news.’ The 

billboard said that ‘nobody moves this 
man’ but a scandal and a boycott by 
advertisers have reduced this titan to 
the sorry fi gure of an abuser.

The views expressed in this column 
are solely those of the writer and do not 
necessarily represent the views of the 
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Bill O’Reilly was 
fi red by Fox News 
amid reports that 
he abused women. 

Roger Ailes (right) was fi red by Fox News. He is 
accused by Megyn Kelly, and others, of sexual 
harassment. 


