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COMMENTARY By DR. DHANPAUL NARINE

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine

Trump’s Immigration 
Order Creates Fear 

The man from the 
barbershop complained 
of poor business; the roti 
shops were empty and 
those West Indian stores 
stopped playing the mu-
sic. What’s the point, 
they argued? People 
were not buying. They 
were staying home. But 
it’s not only about 
business.

Parents are 
thinking twice 
about sending their 
children to school. 
Some students want 
to quit classes un-
til the immigration 
matter is fi nalized. 
They believed that 
raids could take 
place at schools. 
The television at 
the store at Lef-
ferts Boulevard had 
President Trump 
speaking. A small 
crowd gathered to 
hear him say that he 
was deporting the 
bad dudes. It was a 
military operation, 
he said with an air 
of authority.

The camera 
switched to Secre-
tary John Kelly at 
Homeland Securi-
ty. He spoke with even 
more authority, ‘Let me 
be very clear, there will 
be no, repeat, no mass 
deportations. There will 
be no, no use of military 
force in immigration.’ 
When asked for clarifi -
cation in what was ob-
viously a contradiction 
Sean Spicer said that 
President Trump was 
using the term ‘military 
operation’ as an adjec-
tive. Try telling that to 
the thousands in Queens 
that fear military intru-
sion in their homes and 
deportation.

Confl icting and often-
times confusing infor-
mation from the White 

Virginia, New York and 
other cities. Sarah Ro-
driguez, a spokesperson 
from ICE, attempted to 
clarify the position. She 
told the Washington Post 
that, ‘ ICE does not use 
checkpoints, nor do we 
use sweeping raids. We 
use targeted enforce-
ment actions against 
specifi c individuals to 
make these arrests.’

The Coalition for Hu-
mane Immigrant Rights 
of Los Angeles has its 
own position on ICE 
and its intervention. Ac-
cording to the Coalition, 
‘ICE wants us to believe 
that they have removed 
a bunch of felons who 
were just plotting their 

next crime. We know 
that ICE picked up some 
collaterals, people who 
happened to be nearby 
when offi cers arrived 
looking for someone 
else.’

Another reason for 
the wave of hysteria 
is Trump’s plan to end 
funding for ‘sanctuary 
cities.’ There is an un-
easy gray area between 
the undocumented and 
the police in certain cit-
ies. There are examples 
of persons that were 
pulled over by police 
offi cers for speeding, or 
failing to stop at a traf-
fi c light, or other misde-
meanors and were placed 

on ‘order of supervision.’ 
They could be deport-
ed whether they live in 
sanctuary cities or not.

The fear then was 
widespread enough for 
the Councilman for Dis-
trict 28 in Queens, New 
York, to hold a public 
meeting. 

Ruben Wills invited 
community leaders and 
the press to discuss the 
latest arrests by ICE in 
in the local community. 
Queens is often referred 
to as the melting pot of 
the world with its diverse 
cultures. It was not sur-
prising that a cross sec-
tion of the community 
turned out for the meet-
ing.

 Richmond 
Hill in Queens 
is the home for 
thousands of im-
migrants. They 
hail mainly from 
Guyana, Trini-
dad, Suriname, 
Jamaica and In-
dia, among other 
places. Liberty 
Avenue is the 
main business 
strip and the 
commercial sec-
tor attracts hun-
dreds each day. 
The Avenue is 
also the meeting 
place for the so-
cial and cultural 
activities of the 
community.

One of the 
most popular fes-
tivals on Liber-
ty Avenue is the 
Phagwah Parade 
that is in its 29th 

year. There is also the Di-
wali Parade, the Gandhi 
Peace, Ramayana in the 
Park, and the Sikh Day, 
among others, that utiliz-
es Liberty Avenue.  

The Phagwah Pa-
rade, started by Guya-
nese, attracts thousands 
and is described by the 
New York Times as ‘the 
biggest street festival in 
Queens.’ It is hoped that 
there will be an excep-
tional turnout in 2017 to 
highlight the strength of 
the immigrant communi-
ties. 

Councilman Wills is 
aware of the diversity in 
his District and the im-
portance of immigrants 

to the business sector.
He said that the fear 

is so real that ‘everyone 
with a uniform creates 
confusion. People think 
that these people are 
from ICE. Many small 
businesses in the com-
munity have become 
prey to the misinforma-
tion. In the past several 
days there have been nu-
merous rumors of visits 
from ICE in Richmond 
Hill and Liberty Avenue. 
We need the information 
to be accurate.’                       

A number of speakers 
stated that ‘ the rumors 
are not true. There were 
no raids from ICE but 
we need the right infor-
mation.’ 

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine 
pointed that Queens is 
the melting pot of the 
world. He called on the 
Trump administration to 
devise a humane policy 
on immigration. He said 
that there is fear in the 
eyes of many people in 
Liberty Avenue and that 
we do not want to live in 
fear.                   

Imam Hamid said 
that there is a plan that is 
aimed at certain groups. 
The people have to put 
pressure on their elected 
representatives to make 
compassionate laws. 
Janice Hosein from the 
New Sanctuary Move-
ment said that it was im-
portant for all to be in-
volved to fi ght injustice. 

The Interfaith Com-
munity Council is hold-
ing a Town Hall meeting 
at Richi Rich Palace in 
Richmond Hill on Sun-
day March 5, 2017 from 
1:00pm to address some 
of the concerns of the 
community.

 The address of Richi 
Rich Palace is 110-19, 
Atlantic Avenue, Rich-
mond Hill, NY 11418.        

House has caused uncer-
tainty in immigrant com-
munities. This has led 
to rumors and recycled 
rumors have led to fear 
and insecurity. Despite 
the fact that ‘bad dudes’ 
have been deported the 
Trump administration 
has given Immigration 

and Custom Enforce-
ment (ICE) sweeping 
powers.

Here is an example: 
The agents from ICE en-
tered a Delta fl ight from 
San Francisco to John F. 
Kennedy Airport and de-
manded to see the ID’s 
of every passenger on 
the fl ight. This was a do-
mestic fl ight and the per-
son that ICE wanted was 
not on the fl ight. 

According to the 
Washington Post, ‘ it is 
unclear what would have 
happened had offi cials 
found undocumented 
immigrants getting off 
the airplane and whether 
they would have faced 

deportation if identifi ed.’
Trump’s immigration 

order has led to anxiety 
in the farms as well. The 
Post reports that rumors 
about deportation raids 
have cast a pall ‘over the 
tomato farms and straw-
berry fi elds in Tampa.’ 

The children have 
stopped playing in the 
parks and attendance 
in schools has dropped. 
Business is not doing 
well because, ‘people 
are scared to come out of 
their house.’

But weren’t there 
crackdowns under 
Obama as well? Resi-
dents admitted that there 
were deportations un-
der Obama but he was 

trusted to target only the 
criminals. Obama also 
protected the ‘dreamers’ 
but many young undoc-
umented persons that 
could qualify for the 
program were afraid to 
apply. The feeling is that 
the net is wider under 
Trump and there is no 
clarity as to who will be 
deported. In the mean-
time rumors abound and 
fear stalks the Tampa 
community.

Tampa is just one 
of many communities 
across the country in 
which there is fear of a 
deportation force. There 
were arrests by ICE in 
Chicago, Los Angeles, 

You can see the fear in the eyes 
of the people. It was a pleasant 

day in South-East Queens but Liberty 
Avenue looked like a barren desert. 
Normally, this strip with its business 
would attract hundreds but today the 
people were taking no chances. The 
mere mention of the word ICE was 
enough to drive people in the under-
ground.

The views expressed in this column 
are solely those of the writer and do not 
necessarily represent the views of the 
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A section of the crowd that attended the meeting with Councilman Ruben Wills outside Sybils 
Bakery and Restaurant on Liberty Avenue.


