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COMMENTARY By DR. DHANPAUL NARINE

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine

Humane Immigration Policy

The Rally appealed 
to the Trump Adminis-
tration to treat two cat-
egories of persons with 
compassion and humani-
ty. Who or what are these 
categories? It is well 
known that many immi-
grants came to America 
in search of a better way 
of life. They have lived 
in the US without break-
ing the law and have 
deep roots in the country.

According to the sta-
tistics there are millions 
of persons in America 
that live in the shadows. 
They have been resident 
in America for over 20 
years, have children in 
the schools and work 
several jobs to maintain 
a family, but they lack 
offi cial papers.

Each story is 
different: one per-
son from Trinidad 
said that he never 
bothered to pursue 
getting his papers 
after he was ripped 
off by a number of 
attorneys. Anoth-
er from Jamaica 
said that he did 
apply but never 
heard from the 
authorities while 
a Surinamese said 
that her applica-
tion fell through 
after her marriage 
broke up in less 
than a year.

 A good num-
ber of Guyanese 
in the Richmond 
Hill area spoke 
about the need for 
an amnesty and 
pinned their hopes 
on Obama. But 
Obama did not deliv-
er in his two terms and 
deported more persons 
from the United States 
than any other President 
in modern times.

There are those who 
argue that Trump is no 
different from Obama in 
getting rid of the felons. 
However, there are dif-

tion that person has a 
right to a hearing.’

Janice Hoseine said 
that her husband Ramesh 
was taken away from 
her on March 2, 2015. 
He was in immigration 
detention for eighteen 
months. He was released  
with an order of super-
vision. He had a routine 
check-in on March 9, 
2017.

According to Janice, 

‘we went to the check-
in and we waited for my 
husband to come out and 
he didn’t come out. They 
took him back again. I 
want to be an advocate 
for my community so we 
won’t live in fear. This is 
not an easy road but this 
is the second time and I 
have to be strong.’ The 

audience applauded and 
promised to be strong for 
her as well.

Tony Shafeek ad-
dressed the gathering 
when there was a stop by 
the Masjid al- Abidin. He 
said that there has to be a 
policy of inclusion based 
on humanitarianism. 
There was another stop 
outside the Shri Laksh-
mi Narayan Mandir and 
the Iglesia Penecostal 

Church. Dr. Dhanpaul 
Narine said that the 
Trump Administration 
need to devise a policy 
to help the children that 
were brought to America 
through no fault of their 
own. This met with the 
unanimous support of 
those at the Rally.

Dr. Dilip Nath repre-
sented the Bangladesh 
community. He said 
that immigrants gener-
ate wealth and that there 
should be unity and no 
fear or hate. 

The Caribbean Equal-
ity Project was repre-
sented by Mohamed 
Amin who advocated for 
inclusion for the LGBT 
community on an ongo-
ing basis. He denounced 
family separation and 
called for Ramesh to be 
set free.

Aminta Kilawan Na-
rine from Sadhana Co-
alition for Progressive 
Hindus said that there is 
a rise in hate crimes in 

the area. People 
need to know that 
they are not alone 
and we should 
build on the mo-
mentum and not 
shaken. Professor 
Terrence Black-
man from Medgar 
Evers College said 
that 80 percent of 
the high school 
science winners 
are immigrants.

He said that 
he stood with all 
that are affected 
negatively by the 
Trump adminis-
tration and that 
he is a friend of 
the community. 
Pastor Singh from 
New Haven Min-
istries reminded 
the audience that 
people need to get 
the information 
out. He thanked 
all for attending. 
Some of the at-
tendees were Os-
borne Hart, Rich-
ard David and 
Hettie Powell. 
Councilman Ru-

ben Wills was also rep-
resented.  

Imam Hamid called 
for continuous action 
and for voters to exer-
cise their rights to make 
changes at the ballot box. 
He also said a prayer for 
the community and for 
the President Mohamed 
Hack who was resting.

The Interfaith Coun-
cil would like to thank all 
for coming out especial-
ly Salim for the sound 
system and Rozanna 
Beaumont for the banner. 
Naro Balli and the Arya 
Spiritual Center donat-
ed the Ground while the 
106 Precinct was most 
accommodating.          

ferences. Trump is going 
after the low level break-
ers of the law.

Obama gave those 
with misdemeanors a 
pass and many went on 
to build their lives and 
make a contribution. But 
under Trump the shop-
lifting that happened 10 
years ago or the running 
a traffi c light can also 
lead to a person being 
locked up and  deported.

The second category 
of persons that need com-
passion are the ‘dream-
ers.’ They migrated with 
their parents to the US 
when they were young 
and know only of the US 
as their home. They have 
no status in America and 
must pay full ‘overseas’ 
student fees in college. 

If ever a population de-
serves compassion it is 
the dreamers. They re-
ceived protected status 
under Obama but it is 
unclear what will happen 
under Trump.

The Queens Ral-
ly took off from 123rd 
Street and Liberty Ave-
nue and proceeded for 10 

blocks on the Avenue to-
wards the Arya Spiritual 
Center Ground. The Ral-
ly  was lively through-
out. There were profes-
sionals, students, priests, 
imams and pandits and a 
number of persons from 
the political fraternity as 
well.

Ravi from the New 
Sanctuary Coalition 
called for the creation of 
more sanctuary spaces in 

the community. He also 
wanted more people to 
use the IDNYC cards as 
the cards are recognized 
by public agencies. He 
said, ‘we must use the 
identifi cation cards ev-
erywhere when we talk 
to the police. We need to 
stand together. If people 
get stopped by immigra-

The sun peeped from the sky to 
brighten up a chilly wintry day. 

It allowed the Interfaith Council for 
Community Development to hold an 
Immigration Rally on Liberty Avenue. 
The purpose of the Rally was to draw 
attention to the fl aws in the US Immi-
gration system and to ask the Trump 
Administration to redress them.

The views expressed in this column 
are solely those of the writer and do not 
necessarily represent the views of the 
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Queens Rally Calls For

The Rally on Liberty 
Avenue in Queens, 
New York, calls for 
peace and security 
and a humane immi-
gration policy

Members want families to stay together and for the raids 
to stop. PHOTOS BY
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