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COMMENTARY By DR. DHANPAUL NARINE

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine

Protests, Arrests and Deportations:

In three short weeks 
President Donald Trump 
has stamped his pecu-
liar brand of politics on 
America. It is not a pret-
ty sight. Trump has led 
America into fear and 
uncertainty and many 
feel insecure. They be-
lieve that America is on 
the brink of becoming a 
police state.

Last Saturday, Trump 
was on television prais-
ing the smooth imple-
mentation of his im-
migration policies.  He 
said that the 134 million 
persons that he stopped 
from entering the United 
States wasn’t really a 
ban. But in the next 
sentence he praised the 
ban on Muslims. These 
mixed messages have 
become the hallmark of 
his administration.

Protests took place 

at 90 airports across the 
country. At JFK Hameed 
Khalid Darweesh from 
Iraq had a rude welcome 
to Trump’s America. 
He was an interpreter 
for the US Army in 
Iraq. This is a sensitive 
position and not without 
danger but Darweesh 
had his cover blown.    

The protest at JFK 

crowds were almost 
deafening. ‘ We are one 
people. This is what 
democracy is about!’ A 
march to the end of the 
Terminal was about to 
begin.

Two young ladies 
have a comment, ‘ Why 
are they detaining peo-
ple with green cards? 
This is a legal document 

and people had to be 
vetted before they get 
green cards. It doesn’t 
make sense. Poor plan-
ning and execution.’  A 
man standing nearby 
added that ‘ why didn’t 
they look at it from all 
angles? The whole thing 
was badly coordinated.’  

A couple walked 
with their two babies in 

strollers. The woman 
said, ‘ they have re-
leased a visitor. We had 
to get thousands here to 
make that happen. You 
can’t run a country with 
tweets!’ A man with 
a banner said, ‘ if we 
keep quiet they would 
target people living in 
America.’ A couple held 
placards with a message 
saying that Jews support 
Muslims.           

There were more 
chants from the crowd 
on ‘ we will tear down 
the wall. No hate no 
fear, refugees are wel-
come here.’ A husband 
and wife team said in 
unison, ‘ we are all 
immigrants. Trump is 
making the Statue of 
Liberty cry.’

One young man said 
he was proud of his 
Pakistani roots. ‘We 
need to come here to 
help make a difference. 
Pakistan’s name is not 

on the list but this can 
change tomorrow. Mus-
lims need to be together. 
The Muslim ummah is 
one ummah. How many 
Muslim countries have 
condemned Trump’s 
ban?’     

Airport began on a cold 
winter’s afternoon that 
quickly turned into 
thousands. The crowds 
waved banners from the 
parking lot and proceed-
ed to march across the 
street to the entrance of 
Terminal Four.

Why did so many 
turn up on a freezing 
night at JFK airport? 
One person wanted to 
express solidarity ‘since 
we are all immigrants.’ 
A schoolteacher says 
that her students are 
asking questions as to 
why people are treated 
so badly. Her presence 
at JFK will make a good 
social studies lesson. 
Sue is from Brooklyn. 
She says people are 
scared and ‘we are here 
to support them.’ Her 
friend says that it is 
un-American to deny 

people the right to 
travel. One refugee said, 
‘ I am here with my 
family to show support. 
America is a welcoming 
country. If you work 
hard and live peacefully 
you can get the Ameri-
can Dream.’

Bob from New Jersey 
hopes that the demon-
strations would put 

pressure on Trump to 
reverse his policies. One 
man was at JFK to meet 
his wife. She had fl own 
in from India. His wife 
said, ‘ there is an amaz-
ing amount of security 
in the airport. It’s scary. 
They have detained a lot 
of people in the airport. 
It’s total chaos.’

The chants from the 

Confusion. Chaos. Turmoil. Fear. 
Protests. Deportations. Deten-

tions. Lawsuits. Twitter-Policy. Un-
certainty. Anxiety. Insecurity. Stress, 
and a new interpretation of an Execu-
tive Order: Muslims were not banned 
from entering the US but there was a 
ban in seven Muslim countries.
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Welcome to Trump’s America!

Guyana had a presence at the JFK protest. Hemma Kilawan, Dhanpaul Narine and Aminta 
Kilawan-Narine with Guyana’s fl ag. Rohan Narine and Richard David were also in the group.
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