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COMMENTARY By DR. DHANPAUL NARINE

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine

Trump Divides and Rules

You make some to-
ken noises but no one 
really listens. It is too 
late. The alternative is 
to peacefully rise up and 
let your voice join in a 
crescendo that advocates 
for change. The tone in 
Washington is ugly, in-
correct and poisonous 
and looks likely to get 
worse. The voices for 
change are needed more 
than ever before.

The seven countries 
on Trump’s ban list were 
denied a total of over 
100,000 visas.      But 
the Muslim world has 
remained largely silent 
on the actions of the US. 
The reason is that Pres-
ident Donald Trump has 
neutralized key Muslim 
countries. He has done 
so through a combina-
tion of self-interest and 
tough talk.

It is no secret that 
Trump has major invest-
ments in several 
Muslim countries. 
But the seven coun-
tries on his trav-
el ban list are not 
among the places 
where Trump does 
business. As the 
protests took place 
in the United States 
it is interesting to 
see the extent to 
which Trump’s de-
cision may have 
been motivated by 
self-interest.

The State 
Department in 
mid-January 2017 
issued a statement 
that in Turkey there 
is an ‘increase in 
anti-American rhet-
oric that has the po-
tential to inspire in-
dependent actors to 
carry out violence 
against US citi-
zens.’ Turkey has 
been the target of recent 
terrorist attacks with 
Americans being the 
victims in some of them. 
Why not put Turkey on 
the list?

Trump has invest-

terrorism. It is alleged 
that there is no proper 
accountability as to how 
the money is spent. Re-
ince Priebus, an advisor 
to Trump, has stated that 
Pakistan could be added 
to the list but this does 
not appear likely at this 
time as Pakistan, with 
its nuclear power, is an 
important player in the 
region.

In 2015 Ivanka 
Trump said, ‘ Dubai is 
a top priority city for us. 
We are looking at multi-
ple opportunities in Abu 
Dhabi, in Qatar, in Saudi 
Arabia, so there are the 

four areas where we are 
seeing the most interest.’ 
Qatar Airways enforced 
the rules for Trump’s 
ban.

Apart from business 
deals there are diplomat-
ic and military reasons 
as to why a ban was not 
imposed on a number 
of countries. There is a 
close working relation-
ship between Afghan-

istan and the US; 
there are over 7,000 
US troops in Af-
ghanistan. Morocco 
is seen as a partner 
in the fi ght against 
terrorism while Jor-
dan’s King Abdullah 
was the fi rst Arab 
leader to travel to 
Washington to meet 
with Trump after the 
Executive Order was 
issued.

Tunisia has over 
6,000 of its nation-
als in Iraq and Syria. 
But it is seen as one 
of the success stories 
of the Arab Spring 
with an elected gov-
ernment and it is 
working with the US 
to fi ght radicalism.

Trump’s ban on 
the seven Muslim 
countries resulted in 
protests across the 

United States and in oth-
er world capitals. At JFK 
Airport the crowd quick-
ly grew to thousands. 
There also were pro-
tests in Union Square in 
Brooklyn and at Battery 

Park where mammoth 
crowds also converged.

The sentiments 
were the same: 
Trump had over-
stepped his mark 
by using unconsti-
tutional means to 
ban Muslims from 
entering the Unit-
ed States. 

The legal battle 
will reach the Su-
preme Court but 
the voices of the 
people are loud 
and clear: Ameri-
ca will not tolerate 
hate and intoler-
ance.

What message 
would the protest-
ers send to Trump? 
Andy from the 
Bronx said that, 
‘ refugees and 
green card holders 
should be let in as 
long as they are 
legally processed. 
Security is im-

portant but the manner 
in which the ban was 
implemented caused un-
necessary hardships and 
was un-American.’  

Many of the protest-
ers wanted immigrants 
‘to know that they are 
not alone. Today it’s you, 
tomorrow it could be 
someone else.’ There is 
no doubt that that we are 
in for four long years of 
political incorrectness. 
It’s less than a month 
and Washington has nev-
er seen so much discord. 

‘Trump has divided 
the Muslim world and 
he has done the same in 
Washington,’ says a res-
ident in Queens.

When his pick for 
a seat on the Supreme 
Court criticizes him for 
attacking the courts, a 
President doesn’t need 
magnifying glasses to 
know that all is not well 
in the Republic.  

ments in Turkey. They 
include two luxury tow-
ers and home products 
sold in stores. In the 
presidential cam-
paign Trump said 
that he earns over 
$10 million a year 
from those invest-
ments. In the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates 
Trump’s investments 
include luxury home 
developments, a golf 
course and other fa-
cilities.

The country with 
one of the biggest 
Muslim popula-
tion is Indonesia. 
Trump has resorts 
under construction 
in Indonesia. He has 
plans to do business 
with Saudi Arabia 
as well. A number 
of Saudi royals are 
known to either 
buy or rent proper-
ty from Trump. The 

US, under Obama, sold 
more than $115 billion 
to Saudi Arabia in arms 
and military equipment. 
Trump may not want to 
ruin this relationship by 
placing a ban on Saudi 

Arabia.
Egypt also has a spe-

cial relationship with the 
Trump administration. In 
September 2016 Trump 
called the Egyptian lead-
er Fatteh el-Sisi ‘ a fan-
tastic guy’ and in return 
el-Sisi was the fi rst to 
congratulate Trump on 
his victory. Trump has 
listed two companies 
in Egypt which means 

there could be future 
business dealings.

One of the most in-
triguing examples is 
that of Pakistan. The US 
doles out millions each 
year to Pakistan to fi ght 

     Why protest? You can sit and do 
nothing. They will gradually chip 
away at your rights while you are 
busy with other things. Then one day 
you will wake up to fi nd that the lib-
erties you took for granted are gone, 
and never to be replaced.

The views expressed in this column 
are solely those of the writer and do not 
necessarily represent the views of the 
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Standing with Muslims against Islamophobia and Racism.

Protesting at JFK Airport in support of immigration.


