
GUYANA SPEAKS 

 
GUYANA SPEAKS! was launched in London England, on January 29, 2017. This first event 

engaged the theme, 'Guyana: Yesterday and Today' and proved to be a huge success! Thanks to 

all those who attended and supported our wonderful presenters:  

Eric Huntley (see Eric's transcript at the end of email), Marc Matthews and Carinya Sharples. 

 

This new initiative is being seen as a forum for the UK's Guyanese Diaspora, not ignoring other 

concerned citizens of Caribbean origin or descent, to 'see and hear' all things Guyanese, past and 

present.  

 

Below is a summary of the events to be held throughout the year. We do hope you will join us. 

 

Rod Westmaas 

Ra Hendricks 

Tafawa Ntune   

Juanita Cox-Westmaas 

 

 

GUYANA SPEAKS EVENTS 
 

26 FEBRUARY 2017 -  

GUYANA SPEAKS! The State of the Nation.  

 

Presenters: 

 

His Excellency F. Hamley Case, Guyana High Commissioner, London 

With the recent conclusion of the Republic and Mashramani celebrations, His Excellency F. 

Hamley Case will provide an update on the 'State of the Nation'. 

 

Doris Harper-Wills 

The writer, composer and choreographer will speak of her unique contribution to the 

establishment of the Mashramani celebrations (1970s). 

 

Aubrey Bryan 

The popular panologist will provide an insight into the influence of the steelpan in Mashramani 

and Guyanese pageantry as a whole. 

 

******** 

 

26 MARCH 2017  

GUYANA SPEAKS! Tracing your Guyanese Heritage. 

 

A guide on how to trace your family roots, where to look and what clues to look out for. 

 

 



30 APRIL 2017 – 

 GUYANA SPEAKS! Pioneers of Guyanese Drama and Literature. 

 

Michael Abbensetts, Cy Grant and Edgar Mittelholzer are three Guyanese who made a huge 

impact in their respective professional disciplines. We explore their important contributions. 

 

 

28 MAY 2017 –  

GUYANA SPEAKS! Discovering Guyana's Rich Interior. 

From the Potaro to the mighty Essequibo we look at the lands so few Guyanese have seen. 

 

 

25 JUNE 2017 -  

GUYANA SPEAKS! Guyanese Cricketing Legends. 

Cricket has been the one sport that has unified our nation and the region.  Here we look at 

Guyanese cricketers who have made an indelible mark on the world of cricket. 

 

 

30 JULY 2017 -  

GUYANA SPEAKS! Filmmaking in Guyana. 

Huge advances have been made in filmmaking. Several award winning short films (including 

romance, comedies and documentaries) will be shown.  

 

 

3 SEPTEMBER 2017 –  

GUYANA SPEAKS! Georgetown's Architecture and History. 

A close look at the historically significant buildings of Georgetown and the legacies of 

colonialism. Some buildings have been lost to fire, neglect or simply demolished to make way 

for 'progress'. 

 

 

24 SEPTEMBER 2017 –  

GUYANA SPEAKS!  West African Connections.   

Africans made a huge contribution to the shaping of Guyana: from the arduous and complex task 

of building canals for the transportation of sugar cane and drainage, to culinary delights such as 

metemgee, cultural practices such as Cumfa, music, arts and crafts.  Our speakers will focus on 

the traditions that run far and deep. 

 

 

29 OCTOBER 2017 –  

GUYANA SPEAKS! The Indian Arrival. 

After the abolition of slavery, the British instituted a system of indentureship. The vast majority 

of those who were indentured came from the sub-continent of India. Their arrival in Guyana and 

treatment thereafter will be discussed in addition to traditions and customs that are now an 

integral part of Guyanese life. 



 

 

26 NOVEMBER 2017 –  

GUYANA SPEAKS! What will oil do for Guyana? 

Thanks to the discovery of reserves of fossil fuel off the coast of Guyana, the country will soon 

cease to be dependent on foreign oil imports. This has provided a huge boost to the country's 

morale. Oil, however, has both a negative and positive side as other nations have experienced. 

An insightful presentation will reveal what may be in store for Guyana. 

 

 

11 DECEMBER 2017 –  

GUYANA SPEAKS! Xmas Brunch and Charity Bazaar. 

A sumptuous 'Brunch' Buffet, featuring all of the Guyanese favourites, will be provided along 

with a few traditional Guyanese surprises. A deserving Guyanese charity will be the recipient of 

the proceeds from a Christmas Bazaar to be held in conjunction with the Brunch. 

 

There will be three presenters per event; each being allotted 15 minutes to expound on their 

subject. Each of the presenters will be complemented by a poem that, where possible, speaks to 

the theme of the afternoon. 

 
14.00 - Doors open / Complimentary light refreshments served 
14.25 - Welcome and Introduction with topical Poem of the Day          
14.30 - Presenter 1 
14.45 - Presenter 2 
15.00 - Presenter 3 
15.15 - Question & Answer session 
15.30 - 'Lime Time' - Guyanese snacks and refreshments for sale        
17.00 - Event concludes 

If you would like tickets for any of the about please go to: 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e /guyana-speaks-the-state-of-th e-nation-tickets-30349579409 

             Or call either Rod 07848411343 or Ra 07931263617 to reserve. (£5.00) 

 

 

ADVERTISEMENT 

 

 
Please join us this Sunday for the Second GUYANA SPEAKS presentation. Details below. 

Our theme this month is, 'The state of the nation.' Our High Commissioner. F. Hamley Case will update us on our 

nation and the Mashramani celebrations. 

We look forward to seeing you, your friends, family and acquaintances.  

You can purchase a ticket via Eventbrite or pay at the door (£5.00). 

Guyanese food will be available for purchase after the presentation 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/guyana-speaks-the-state-of-the-nation-tickets-30349579409
tel:07848411343
tel:07931263617

