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COMMENTARY By DR. DHANPAUL NARINE

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine

Coretta Scott King Lives!

If people are not re-
minded of their history 
apathy occurs; they lose 
their sense of belonging 
and ‘drift in the desert 
sand of dead habit.’ Civ-
ics is not a strong sub-
ject with our children. 
While they talk about 
the latest video games, 
smart technology and 
brand-name products 
the achievements of 
Black heroes escape 
them. Black History is 
rich with examples of 
perseverance and the 
struggles for accep-
tance and recognition 
in a world in which the 
deck is stacked against 
peoples of color.   

Women in partic-
ular have fought tire-
lessly against the odds 
to secure an education, 
employment and space 
in which to raise their 
families. The current 
Trump administration 
has divided America. 
Washington is poi-
soned by rancor and 
infl amed with suspi-
cion and discord; each 
day brings its own 
conspiracy and we are 
only a month into the 
new administration.

In this politically 
charged atmosphere 
Coretta King might 
have gone unnoticed 
if Senator Elizabeth 
Warren were allowed to 
read her letter. But in an 
act of unfettered hubris 
Senator Warren was si-
lenced by the Senate. 
What did she do to earn 
this rebuke?

Sen. Warren read let-
ters from the late Sen-
ator Ted Kennedy that 
called Jeff Sessions ‘a 
disgrace to the Justice 
Department.’ This was in 
1986 and Sessions was 
nominated to a federal 
judgeship. Coretta King 
also had reservations on 

sage of gender and racial 
equality.  

There were also 
Mary McLeod Bethune, 
Ruby Bridges, Dorothy 
Height, Audre Lorde, 
Ella Baker, Marsha P. 
Johnson, Fannie Lou 
Hamer, Diane Nash, 
Septima Clark, Daisy 
Bates, Anna Hedgemen, 
Frances Harper and 
Anna Julia Cooper. They 
persisted to make an in-
valuable contribution to 
the civil rights move-
ment. There was Hattie 
McDaniel who won an 
Oscar but couldn’t sit 
with the other stars at the 
ceremony because of her 
skin color.

Rosa Parks was 

thrown off the bus be-
cause she wouldn’t sit at 
the back anymore. Maya 
Angelou uncaged her 
hurt and sang through 
her writings and ac-
tivism. Persistence, it 
seems, is the history of 
everything.   

The story across the 
continents has been the 
same: women have had 
to bear the brunt of pain 
and suffering to protect 
their families and to ef-
fect change. They have 
become the victims of 

guns, sexual abuse, do-
mestic violence and ne-
glect. But they have not 
given up. They want a 
brighter future for their 
children.

Women have been 
beaten up, spat upon and 
made to feel less than a 
person but their spirits 
have not been broken. 
Malala Yousafzai was 
shot in the head because 
she wanted girls to be 
given a chance to read. 
In a world that relies 
ever more on peace and 
security women contin-
ue to hold up more than 
half the sky. They do 
so because of their per-
sistence.

Coretta Scott King 
was a persistent peace-
maker. She could have 
retired after the assas-
sination of her hus-
band Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King. But she did 
not allow this tragedy 
to dampen her spirit. 
Instead it energized 
her to lead the move-
ment.  

Coretta mobilized 
support for the Bir-
mingham Bus Boycott 
in 1955 that featured 
Rosa Parks, anoth-
er mother of the civ-
il rights movement. 
The Boycott was suc-
cessful and the laws 
in Montgomery were 
changed. But the stress 
on Coretta was incred-
ible. She had to cope 
with constant threats 
and danger. Her home 
was bombed and yet 
she remained calm.

According to one 
report, ‘ the harass-
ment, the jailings, the 
bombings, and the 
threats terrifi ed all of 
them.’ When Dr. King 
was stabbed in New 
York Coretta set up a 

temporary offi ce in the 
hospital so that her hus-
band could carry on his 
work. Her later visits to 
Ghana and India broad-
ened her outlook on 
world

In 1983 Coretta coor-
dinated a movement to 
mark the twentieth an-
niversary of the March 
on Washington. She was 
arrested in 1985, along 
with her children, for 
protesting against apart-
heid in South Africa. 
One of her lasting lega-

cies was the founding of 
the Martin Luther King 
Jr., Center for Nonvio-
lent Change in Atlanta. 
This began in her base-
ment but has grown to 
cover several blocks; 
the Center attracts over 
a million visitors a year, 
including scholars from 
all over the world.

The track record of 
Coretta Scott King in-
dicates that she is well 
qualifi ed to speak on 
the subject of discrimi-
nation, segregation and 
voting. Her criticisms of 
Jeff Sessions were well 
founded at the time. But 
there is dissension in the 
King clan concerning 
Coretta’s views.

Bernice, King’s 
daughter, praised Sena-
tor Warren for bringing 
the letter to the fl oor of 
the Senate while Alvida, 
Coretta’s niece, called 
the letter ‘ a bait and 
switch’ to stir up emo-
tions. Alvida said that 
she voted for Trump. 
Whatever the political 
views the fact is that 
Coretta King has re-en-
ergized the debate on 
race relations in Ameri-
ca. She has done so at a 
time when questions are 
asked about the direc-
tion in which America 
is proceeding in regards 
to Blacks, immigrants, 
and other minorities. If 
Coretta were around to-
day she would be in the 
forefront in the cam-
paign to revitalize our 
cities. She would lead a 
movement to end pover-
ty in the United States.

As President Trump 
tries to bring credibili-
ty to his administration 
he will do well to heed 
the call of Coretta Scott 
King, and others. Pro-
viding equal opportuni-
ties for all is the basis of 
effective public policy.

the nomination of Ses-
sions. She said, ‘ it is 
my strongly held view 
that the appointment of 
Jefferson Sessions to 
the federal bench would 
irreparably damage the 
work of my husband, 

Al Turner, and countless 
others who risked their 
lives and freedom over 
the past twenty years to 
ensure equal participa-
tion in our democratic 
system.’

Coretta King went 
on to describe how Ses-
sions had used the pow-
er of his offi ce ‘to chill 
the free exercise of the 
vote by black citizens.’ 
Sessions was the 2017 
nominee for Attorney 
General of the United 
States and the criticisms 

proved too much for the 
Republicans. The Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell reacted by 
quoting an arcane rule to 
silence Warren.

According to Sen. 
McConnell, ‘ She was 
warned. She was given 
an explanation. Nev-
ertheless she persist-
ed.’ The Republicans 
appeared to ignore the 
power of social media 
and popular opinion. In 
a matter of minutes the 
letter was read by mil-
lions on the internet and 
Coretta King was resur-
rected as a modern day 
icon of the civil rights 
movement.              

Senator McConnell 

may have handed a cam-
paign slogan to Sena-
tor Warren in 2020. But 
when one looks at the 
struggles that women 
have had to face isn’t 
it about ‘persistence?’ 
Isn’t it about fi ghting the 
mountain for a place in 
the sun? They beat her 
but Harriet Tubman per-
sisted and freed many 
slaves on her Under-
ground Railroad. They 
broke up her family but 
Sojourner Truth persist-
ed to spread the mes-

      It is Black History Month. The 
schools have dusted the books from 
last year; lesson plans on the achieve-
ments of a few Blacks will be high-
lighted. At the end of the month the 
books will be packed away until next 
year. In many school districts Black 
History is confi ned to a month. But 
Black History is American History 
and it should be an essential part of 
the daily curriculum.

The views expressed in this column 
are solely those of the writer and do not 
necessarily represent the views of the 
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It is 1964 and Coretta Scott King is accompanying her husband to Oslo for 
Dr. Martin Luther King’s Nobel Peace Prize.


