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COMMENTARY By DR. DHANPAUL NARINE

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine

Obama Secures His Place in History!

President Donald 
Trump will assume of-
fi ce with a less than a 40 
percent approval rating, 
and amid protests and 
demonstrations. After 
eight years Obama’s leg-
acy is secure. Trump’s 
unpredictability means 
that anything can happen 
and America must brace 
itself for a rollercoaster 
of tweets that could form 
the basis of national pol-
icy.

You may dislike 
Obama’s politics, and 
may be frustrated with 
the pace of his reforms. 
You may fault him for 
being ultra-cautious with 
some of his policies but 
what is undeniable is that 
beneath it all Obama is a 
decent human being. His 
family made the White 
House a place of warmth 
and welcome; in his sec-
ond term when so many 
things could have gone 
wrong, he led a scan-
dal-free administration.

American can be 
proud of the fact that 
after two terms Obama 
is leaving with his head 
held high. He has re-
stored pride in America 
and people from mi-
norities can now aspire 
to fulfi ll their dreams, 
knowing that race or 
creed is no handicap to 
their mobility.

President Barack 
Obama took to the air-
waves for a fi nal time last 
week. He spoke from the 
heart and connected with 
the American people like 
never before. Mr. Obama 
was a combination of a 
preacher and politician. 
He weaved the strands 
of emotions with public 
policy to bring to Amer-
icans and the world a re-
freshing frankness on his 
eight years in the White 
House.

The world was much 
diff erent in 2008 when 
Obama took offi  ce. 
There were reports that 
we were facing the most 
dangerous crisis since 

businesses.
Apart from fi scal re-

sponsibility and reforms 
on Wall Street Obama 
tackled civil rights and 
discrimination. He 
signed the Hate Crimes 
Prevention Act that 
made it a federal crime 
‘to assault anyone based 
on his or sexual orienta-
tion or gender identity.’ 
A White House Council 
on Women and Girls was 
established and funding 
for the Violence against 
Women Act was in-
creased.

On January 29, 2009 
President Obama signed 
the Lilly Ledbetter Fair 

Play Act that regularized 
the pay of women. In 
October 2009 Obama re-
ceived the Nobel Peace 
Prize for ‘ his extraordi-
nary eff orts to strengthen 
international diplomacy 
and cooperation between 
peoples.’ 

The Aff ordable 
Health Care Act took a 
big part of his fi rst term 
and by 2014, 95 percent 
of the population had 
health insurance.

As far as foreign re-
lations are concerned 
Obama has done much to 
restore American stand-
ing abroad. He traveled 
widely and took pride 
in selling America. But 
he was in his element 
in dealing with contro-
versial subjects. In 2009 
Obama traveled to Egypt 
and spoke in Cairo about 
the need for America and 
the Middle East to work 
together.

He said, ‘I have come 
here to seek a new begin-
ning between the Unit-

ed States and Muslims 
around the world; one 
based on mutual interest 
and mutual respect; and 
one based upon the truth 
that America and Islam 
are not exclusive, and 
need not be in competi-
tion.’ His speech went 
on to discuss women’s 
rights and democracy 
and won America many 
friends.

Climate change has 
been high on the agen-
da. Obama argued that 
the US should aggres-
sively move from its 
dependence on oil to 
other sources of energy. 
In his fi rst term Obama 

re-established US part-
nerships with other allies 
and reinforced America’s 
interests with NATO. He 
also eliminated Osama 
bin Laden which sent 
a signal that terrorism 
would not be tolerated. 
By 2012 America began 
to withdraw its troops 
from Afghanistan.

Obama defeated Mitt 
Romney in 2012 to earn 
a second term in offi  ce. 
His report card shows 
that he has done well and 
some would argue even 
beyond the expectations 
of the establishment. Ac-
cording to Larry Jacobs 
from the University of 
Minnesota, ‘ Obama is 
the most consequential 
second term president 
since the World War 2 
era. Usually, there is a 
loss of energy or scan-
dal or crisis that puts a 
chokehold on the White 
House. Obama continues 
to stride forward…and 
he’s not done.’

Obama’s second term 

was not smooth sail-
ing. His attempts to get 
gun control legislation 
did not succeed nor did 
his eff orts to arrive at a 
bi-partisan approach to 
immigration reforms. In 
the international arena 
the loss of Americans 
in Benghazi and the es-
calating violence in Af-
ghanistan, Iraq, Libya 
and Syria created un-
certainty, and arguably 
turmoil in American 
foreign policy. At home, 
Obamacare continued to 
engage the attention of 
the critics and it became 
an issue in the 2017 cam-
paign.

But Obama took 
strength from the criti-
cisms and showed lead-
ership. For example, he 
was successful in reach-
ing limits on the emis-
sion of greenhouse gases 
from power plants. Then 
there is immigration. 
Obama used executive 
power to expand the 
number of immigrants 
that can live and work in 
the US without the threat 
of deportation.

One of Obama’s big 
foreign policy triumphs 
was the re-opening of 
diplomatic relations 
with Cuba. There were 
celebrations and crit-
icisms but the Cuba 
opening was general-
ly met with approval. 
When it is observed that 
Obama pushed through 
many policies in an un-
receptive Congress his 
achievements become 
all the more signifi cant. 
Obama has secured his 
place in history as a pro-
gressive president but 
the question is: what will 
his replacement be and 
how much of Obama’s 
progress will last beyond 
2017?

the Great Depression of 
the 1930s. In early 2009 
many of the pillars of 
American fi nance had 
collapsed and the gov-
ernment had to take steps 
to bail out some of them.

The Treasury invest-
ed, ‘ in a $15 billion 
equity position with 
GMAC, GM’s fi nancing 
company and loaned it 
another $1billion.’ The 

price of oil was high and 
Americans were in for 
a rough ride. But while 
the economy was in deep 
recession, Obama was 
enjoying unprecedented 
goodwill abroad.

Iran welcomed the 
election of Obama. One 
reformist politician in 
Iran said that Obama’s 
election presented a 
challenge and that his 
election could be a les-
son to the dictators of 
the Middle East. In Eu-
rope, Obama’s victory 
was hailed as a breath of 
fresh air while in India 
Obama was called ‘an 
inspiration.’ Latin Amer-
ica sang ‘ole’ and even 
Venezuela joined in the 
celebrations.

China saw Obama’s 
election as a time to 
take a rational approach 
to geopolitics while the 
youths of Moscow ap-
peared energized and 
described the US as a 
‘majestic country’ for 
electing a black presi-

dent. Africa exploded in 
rejoicing and many in 
Kenya chanted, ‘ who 
needs a passport. We 
are going to the White 
House.’ The Kenyan 
government wisely gave 
a national holiday to cel-
ebrate Obama’s victory.

The point from the 
above is that Obama was 
enveloped by a wave of 
goodwill and people ex-
pected him to perform 
against the odds. How 
did he do during his fi rst 
term? One of his fi rst 
acts was to bring fi s-
cal responsibility to the 
United States. He froze 
the salaries of White 

House staff  and created 
a National Commission 
on Fiscal Responsibility 
and Reform.

There were also re-
forms on Wall Street. He 
ordered 65 Wall Street 
executives who had tak-
en bailout money to take 
a paycut in their salaries. 
This amounted to mil-
lions of dollars. Passing 
Dodd Frank resulted in 
a comprehensive pack-
age of reforms since the 
1930’s.

Bad mortgages and 
underhand banking 
practices had resulted in 
many ordinary Ameri-
cans losing their homes. 
Obama signed legisla-
tion to help families save 
their homes and the bill 
provided over $2billion 
to help fi ght homeless-
ness. As far as small 
businesses were con-
cerned Obama helped 
minorities to get access 
to capital and he also 
came up with a plan to 
increase lending to small 

Here is a prediction: Michelle 
Obama will be the Democratic 

candidate in 2020.   President Barack 
Obama will leave offi  ce with a 60 
percent approval rating that can only 
boost Michelle’s chances.

The views expressed in this column 
are solely those of the writer and do not 
necessarily represent the views of the 
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