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COMMENTARY By DR. DHANPAUL NARINE

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine

Goodbye 2016: Welcome to 2017!

The year 2016 has 

been unusual in a num-

ber of areas. There has 

been the use and abuse 

of information and one 

is not sure where the 

truth lies.  

In late December 

2016 a fake news sto-

ry led to ‘threats of 

nuclear war between 

Pakistan and Israel.’ 

There is no evidence 

that a former Israe-

li Defense Minister 

threatened to destroy 

Pakistan if that coun-

try sent troops to Syr-

ia. But the ‘news’ was 

taken seriously in Pa-

kistan and the offi  cial 

response was direct 

and acrimonious.   

Denials of the 

facts have led to un-

certainty in the public 

arena. It is permissi-

ble to hold contrarian 

views but to delib-

erately manipulate 

the facts for political 

purposes is to move 

into the ambit of ‘de-

nialism.’ The 2016 

American election 

campaign is a case in 

point. The media fed 

the public a diet of 

misinformation concern-

ing the expectations of 

Americans and led many 

to believe that Donald 

Trump was going to lose 

hands down.

But this did not hap-

pen and the media must 

now re-examine itself to 

fi nd out why it misjudged 

the level of discontent in 

mainstream America. A 

distressing phenomenon 

in 2016 took place in the 

Third World and it hard-

ly rated a mention in the 

mainstream media. This 

is the challenge faced by 

the urban poor.

Urbanization is oc-

curring at unprecedented 

rates. In 2014 the global 

population living in ur-

ban areas was estimated 

Corruption has long 

been the bane that im-

pedes national devel-

opment. Underhand 

practices occur in both 

developing and in indus-

trial countries. Africa, 

Asia and Latin America 

have seen their fair share 

of corruption and there is 

little sign that things will 

change for the better. In 

Africa, Robert Mugabe 

has been ruling since 

1980 and he has vowed 

to carry on as the coun-

try falls apart. Mugabe is 

92 years old.

The political situation 

in the Gambia is unusu-

al, even by Third World 

standards. President Ya-

hya Jammeh called an 

election on December 

1, 2016. He has been in 

power for over 22 years. 

Mr. Jammeh said that he 

was proud to be a dic-

tator and that he would 

‘bury the opposition and 

would rule Gambia for 

1 billion years if Allah 

wills it.’

Voting in the Gambia 

is done by dropping mar-

bles in diff erent colored 

drums. After the marbles 

were counted the op-

position led by Adama 

Barrow had 45 per cent 

to Jammeh 36 percent. 

President Jammeh then 

did the unthinkable. He 

went public and said, ‘ 

I want to make it very 

clear that I will never 

rule this country without 

your mandate and I will 

never cheat.’ He called 

Barrow and congratulat-

ed him.

There was an explo-

sion of joy at the news. 

A president has accepted 

defeat. The head of the 

elections commission 

Alieu Momar Njie was 

moved to declare that the 

situation was shocking. 

‘It is really unique that 

someone who has been 

ruling this country for 

so long has accepted de-

feat.’ The young people 

were delighted and pro-

claimed hope for their 

country.

But there was a sur-

prise in store. Jammeh 

changed his mind and re-

jected the results, claim-

ing that the elections 

were rigged. He is refus-

ing to step down. 

Many of Africa’s 

leaders have backed Bar-

row and West African 

troops say that they will 

oust Jammeh if he does 

not step down. There 

is negotiation to allow 

him to leave but Jammeh 

is refusing. He says, ‘ I 

will not be intimidat-

ed by any power in this 

world.’ The lone justice 

of the courts is a Nigeri-

an; Jammeh has fi red the 

other two.

But corruption is 

not only prevalent 

in poor countries. In 

South Korea Presi-

dent Park Geun-hye 

is accused of leaking 

state documents to a 

friend, Choi Soon-

sil. It is reported that 

Choi read the docu-

ments and gave her 

opinion. This has led 

the critics to accuse 

her of meddling in the 

aff airs of the country.

Choi is also ac-

cused of ‘ pressuring 

a local university into 

giving her daughter 

special treatment, 

including changing 

school regulations so 

her daughter could 

get good grades with-

out attending classes.’ 

The chancellor 

of the university has 

since resigned. As we 

countdown to the be-

ginning of a new year 

the world has lost 

a number of distin-

guished souls and their 

contributions should not 

go unnoticed.

The year 2016 has 

seen its fair share of sur-

prises; perhaps one of 

the most profound is the 

election of a new Presi-

dent of the United States. 

What shape or form this 

will take is anybody’s 

guess but what is certain 

is that a Trump presiden-

cy will challenge many 

policies. They include 

immigration, the way we 

do business, foreign pol-

icy, education, health-

care, and our everyday 

relationships. 

to be around 4 billion 

persons. By 2050 it is 

projected that it will rise 

to about 7 billion. Ur-

banization brings enter-

prise and innovation but 

it also increases the like-

lihood of rising poverty. 

In India the situation is 

desperate.

It is estimated that 

one in six persons in In-

dia lives in a slum and 47 

percent of the children in 

poor urban areas are mal-

nourished. In Mumbai, 

around 50 percent of the 

population live in ‘infor-

mal settlements’ which 

is another term for poor 

or substandard housing. 

Poor sanitation, power 

and waste management 

are common and chil-

dren face the brunt of 

lack of basic services. 

The result is that 68 per 

cent of street children 

cannot read or write.

The Modi govern-

ment has made sanita-

tion an important policy 

of its administration. But 

at the end of 2016 there 

is still a lot of work to 

do. 

A Report from ‘Save 

the Children’ states that, 

‘only 71 percent of urban 

households have access 

to clean drinking water 

in their house and one in 

fi ve urban households do 

not have their own toi-

let, and instead depend 

on shared facilities. This 

also explains why India 

accounts for nearly half 

of the global population 

defecating in public.’

There are plans to 

improve the welfare of 

India’s cities with its 

‘Smart Cities Mission’ 

that would address the 

must vulnerable in the 

country. India is not 

the only country facing 

challenges with its urban 

population. The megac-

ities of the Third World 

are bursting at the seams 

with the ‘street’ taking 

over the countryside. It 

is laying bare the inabil-

ity of planners to stem 

the fl ow of rural to urban 

migration and to plan ef-

fectively for rural devel-

opment.                

Hillary Clinton has called fake 
news an epidemic. A new year 

will soon bring its share of challenges. 
Many persons will be glad to see the 
end of 2016. There is little doubt that 
some may have realized their goals 
while others are still struggling brave-
ly to reach their personal summits. 
They are to be commended. 

The views expressed in this column 
are solely those of the writer and do not 
necessarily represent the views of the 
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President Jammeh conceded defeat. 
He changed his mind and has refused
to leave offi ce.

President Park is accused of 
compromising state secrets and 
faces impeachment. 


