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Quotes of President David Granger 

  
 
“Just as our illiterate fore parents 178 years ago, saw the benefits of education, we their 
educated descendants, can do no better than to ensure that every single child goes to 
school and stay in school… This is what the boats, bicycles, and buses programme is all 
about. It is about getting children to school and keeping them in school,” the Head of State 
said. 
 
“When we speak about government, we don’t only speak about Central Government. We 
also speak about regional government and municipal government and these three forms of 
government have to work together to improve the conditions of all of our people,”  
 
"Can CARICOM and UNASUR combine their organizational strengths to build the 
institutional framework needed to create a ‘zone of peace’ in their respective regions? 
CARICOM and UNASUR might be able to promote integration through economic and 
political means, while the CSD and the RSS would be aimed primarily at promoting security 
and confidence measures. Together they can both provide the vehicles to establish a zone 
of peace which spans the Caribbean and South America." 
 

The President tells the Climate Change (COP22) Conference, "Guyana is central to the 
contribution, which small states can make to mitigate climate change. Guyana is one of a 
few countries, which are net carbon sinks. Guyana’s rainforests cover more than 85 percent 
of its land space. Those rain forests sequester more carbon than the country’s human 
activities generate,"  
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Headliners  
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 You  are cordially invited to the second graduation ceremony 

Date: 10 December 2017 

Venue: 106 Atlantic Gardens 

      Montrose 

TIME:    4 pm.  
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JUBILATING UNDER A WATCHING MOON 

by 

Francis Quamina Farrier 

 
Guyana 50th Anniversary Logo 

 
Francis Quamina Farrier 

https://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/guyana-50th-anniversary-logo.jpg
https://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2016/05/farrier.jpg
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If the word ‘jubilating’ is strange to you, so it was to me when I first heard it as I was on my way 
to the Jubilee Park on Wednesday night May 25, to enjoy the Flag Raising Ceremony of Guyana’s 
Golden Jubilee, May 26, 2016. I also over-heard the statement, “This is Jubilee, not stupidee.” The 
streets approaching the Jubilee Park were over-run with vehicles. It was grid-lock of the worst order. 
Drivers were impatiently honking their horns as though they were driving out Ole Higue. It was chaotic. 
(Please say the word the way it was popularized so long ago by one of our hero policemen; “chow-tic”). 
It was so different a situation fifty years ago when I went to the then Queen Elizabeth Park – now the 
National Park – to witness the lowering of the Union Jackand the raising of the new National Flag of 
Guyana, the Golden Arrowhead. There were certainly not so many vehicles on our roads back then. 
Fifty years make a difference – a big difference – as it should, and I am about to relate just a few of 
those differences between the Flag Raising Ceremony at the Queen Elizabeth Park in Georgetown in 
May 1966 and that which occurred some fifty years later in May 2016.   

The first big difference as far as I can ascertain, is that while in 1966, TWO flags were involved; 
this Jubilee Year, it was only one really BIG-BIG Flag. Nothing which we the Older ones can try to tell the 
under 50s, can make them understand how emotional it was for us who had lived for five, ten, fifteen, 
twenty and more years under the British Union Jack felt, to see it officially come down slowly, for the 
very last time in British Guiana, even as our brand new and beautiful Golden Arrowhead, was also slowly 
rising to the top of that flag pole. For us surviving former British Subjects of this former British colony in 
South America, we know it is something that those born in this independent Nation, and know only the 
Golden Arrowhead, can really fathom. 

Another difference between 1966 and 2016 is that there was no large British Presence this year 
as there was back in 1966. And while there was a British officer who was part of a contingent at the 
Queen Elizabeth Park in 1966, and who returned for this Jubilee Celebration fifty years later, as well as 
the British High Commissioner to Guyana present on Wednesday night, the British presence was more 
or less very small. 
In 1966, there was a Prime Minister in the person of Mr Linden Forbes Sampson Burnham. There was a 
Leader of the Opposition in the person of Dr. Cheddi Bharrat Jagan. This year there was a President in 
the person of Brgd. David Arthur Granger, and a Prime Minister in the person of Mr Moses Nagamootoo. 
Present at Jubilee Park for just a period of time on Wednesday night, was the Leader of the Opposition 
in the person of Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo. There was a warm symbolic hug of unity between Burnham and 
Jagan in 1966. There was no hug of unity between Granger and Jagdeo at this Jubilee Celebration, even 
though Jagdeo hails from the village of Unity on the East Coast of Demerara. 

During the Jubilee Flag Raising extravaganza at Jubilee Park, I was seated mid-way in one of the 
northern stands. It was a very good vantage point. To my left in the east, the moon was rising slowly 
above the horizon. There was no cloud in the sky, yet I did not see a single star! I wondered! The folks 
around me were in very high spirits. Men, women and children, were all enjoying the historic moment. 
My own thoughts raced back and forth from 1966 to the present. Two little drones, probably with video 
recording equipment on board. were flying around, capturing the scenes being played out below. For a 
moment, I even wondered whether they were the Spirits of Burnham and Jagan, out for the night to join 
in the Jubilee Celebrations. And why not? They too, should be ‘jubilating’ at this time. Maybe they may 
even repeat their heart-warming hug of fifty years ago. 

As would be expected, there were the Guyanese patriotic songs which were composed during 
the colonial era, such as; “The Song of Guyana’s Children”, “Hymn for Guyana’s Children” and “O 
Beautiful Guyana”. Not there at the Flag Raising Ceremony in 1966, were those newer patriotic songs, 
which were composed since independence, such as, “I Love my Golden Arrowhead” and “I am a 
Guyanese”, which were also rendered. 
As the young dancers came on and thrilled the audience with their fantastic performances, the moon 
continued its slow climb over the eastern horizon. There was a gentle, cooling breeze. My fellow 
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Guyanese around and about me in the stand, were still in very high spirits; some making up-beat 
humour. The two drones, which I insist were the Spirits of Burnham and Jagan, continued their flights 
from one end of the Park to the other; sometimes at very high altitude and at other times pretty low. 
Then the announcement of the drums; that maybe scared away the moon which then went into hiding 
behind a thin cloud. The dancers did their pieces which were well received by the very large audience. 

There was very much a similarity of the crowd at the Queen Elizabeth Park back in 1966, and 
there at the Jubilee Park in 2016. But while the 1966 crowd was celebrating the arrival of independence, 
and the late Terry Nelson’s hit song “We Welcome Independence”  was sung everywhere, this 2016 
crowd, the bulk of then never having experienced living under colonial masters, were ‘jubilating’ at a 
location which just previously, was a virtual jungle. 

What a difference a year makes! Some fleeting thoughts by many. This Jubilee Park, back in 
colonial times, was a race course; the Ascot of British Guiana. So much so, that when Croal Street was 
extended from Vlissengen Road eastward to Mandela Avenue, and named “Upper Croal Street”, the 
patriotism in me prompted me to write a letter to the City Council, recommending that the new street 
be officially named “HOMESTRETCH AVENUE”. To my great pleasure, my recommendation was accepted 
and so we have “Homestretch Avenue.” 

As the mid-night hour of May 25/26, 2016 approached, looking to the east, I saw that the moon 
was out again; no longer hiding behind a cloud, but no doubt, intending to witness the raising of the 
flag; Guyana’s Golden Arrowhead in this Jubilee Year. The moon too, was ‘jubilating’. Unlike 1966, this 
was a much, much larger flag. Unlike 1966, this was a much, much taller flagpole. Unlike 1966 it was a 
much larger percentage of persons born in independent Guyana, who were there to witness the Flag 
Raising ceremony, in this The Cooperative Republic of Guyana. 

Then it was a few minutes to mid-night. The jumbo Golden Arrowhead began its journey up that 
tall flag pole. All eyes were on it. Unlike 1966 it was not being hoisted by the 21 year old GDF Officer 
Desmond Roberts. The journey of this large flag up that very tall flag pole, was being observed by a now 
71 year old retired army officer Col. Desmond Roberts. I have to say right away, that Desmond Roberts 
at 71, looks more like 51. We have to be proud of him. And it is my hope that he will be treated with the 
respect which we should have for such a son of the soil. I also wondered, where are those Guyanese 
who were born on May 26, 1966. Do we have a record of them.? Where are they now? Have we totally 
ignored them? Were any of them Jubilating at the 2016 Flag Raising Ceremony at Jubilee Park in 
Georgetown? To be sure, they are SPECIAL citizens and should have been recognized. 

My understanding is that the original Golden Arrowhead is nowhere to be found. This jumbo 
Golden Arrowhead which was hoisted at Jubilee Park on Wednesday at mid-night must be preserved. 
“This is Jubilee, not stupidee.” Try as I might over the past four years, no one can tell me where the 
Ruimveldt Independence Arch is. It was dismantled for the widening of the Ruimveldt Public Road, and 
has disappeared off the face of the earth. Let’s get serious with our history. The World’s most valuable 
postage stamp, the British Guiana Magenta, which was printed at a building on Church Street in 
Georgetown just east of the National Library, 160 years ago this year, has been preserved by others, and 
is now on display at the United States Postal Museum in Washington D.C. Others preserve our history. 
Why shouldn’t we. “This is Jubilee, not Stupidee.” 

There was a similarity of the flags of 1966 and 2016, in terms of their journey up the flag pole. In 
both cases, they were limp during their journey up the pole, but as soon as they got to the top there was 
a firm breeze which opened them, resulting in resounding applause from the crowd. As I departed the 
Jubilee Park, I wondered how many present were, like me, witness of the Flag Raising Ceremony in 1966, 
and whether any of us will be present at the Centenary Flag Raising. Folks who were one, two or three 
years old, and taken to the Queen Elizabeth Park back in 1966, could very well be around after many 
moons, in 2066, and blessed to witness THREE Special Guyana Independence Flag Raising Ceremonies – 
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the first, the fiftieth and the Centenary. That is possible. Fact of the matter is, “This is Jubilee, NOT 
Stupidee.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Email address: hazelwoolford@gmail.com ; Telephone #220-4759 

   

GIHR Tenth Conference 

Theme : Sugar labor and, politics.  

Date:  24 June 2017  

Call for Papers and Abstracts  

The Guyana Institute of Historical Research invites all interested persons to participate in the upcoming 
2017 research conference. 
 2017 marks the tenth anniversary of the Guyana Institute of Historical Research Annual conference.  
The annual conference provides a forum for lecturers, teachers, students, history enthusiasts, and 
politicians to refresh their knowledge,  present their findings, and provides an opportunity for those 
academics who for one reason or another, are unable to attend an overseas conference, to interact with 
their foreign counterparts. 2017 is the centenary of the end of Indian immigration to British Guiana, as 
well the mid- point of the observance of the International decade for African. 
 The panels are listed below: 

1.  2017-  Centenary of the end of Indian immigration to British Guiana. 
a. 70th anniversary of Cheddi Jagan’s entry into the Legislative Assembly . 
b. 60th anniversary of the formation of the PNC. 
c. 1997, December.  Appointment of Janet Jagan as first female President of Guyana. 

Registration for Tenth Research Conference 

Date:   Saturday 24 June 2017. 
Venue:   National Library Conference room. 
  Church street 
  Georgetown   
Fee:  $3,000. 
 
 

mailto:hazelwoolford@gmail.com
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d. Colour, Caste and, India.  
e. Phillip McClintock.  
f. African presence in India. 

 

                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CELEBRATING FIFTY YEARS OF INDEPENDENCE IN BARBADOS 1966-2016 

by 

Keith A. P. Sandiford 

Former Caribbean colonies are more fortunate than African and Asian ones in that they have completed 

their first 50 years of political freedom without political and military coups and without the copious 

shedding of human blood. In November this year, Barbados will join Guyana, Jamaica and Trinidad & 

Tobago as fifty-year old sovereign states which have thus far avoided the turmoil of revolutions. It is an 

achievement worthy of joyous celebration. There is a sense that the island has shown perceptible signs 

of regression, following the world-wide recession of 2008, but the over all progress since 1966 has been 

eminently satisfactory. The emergence of modern Barbados can be said to have begun in the 1950s with 

the rise of the Barbados Labour Party (BLP) and the Barbados Workers’ Union (BWU). These were the 

institutions that destroyed the political hegemonyof the old plantocracy. They focussed most sharply on 

the plight of the non-white majorityand led the movement which forced the Colonial Government to 

overhaul its administrative structures and reshape the electoral laws as well as its fiscal practices. 

Hitherto, severe restrictions on voting rights had limited the franchise to a small minority of families and 

the blunt refusal of the Whites to tax themselves meant that, as late as the 1950s, the bulk of the public 

revenues (some 97.2%) came from customs and excise which had placed the burden of taxation quite 

squarely on the shoulders of those families least able to bear it. By 1954, all adults (18 years and older) 

had the right to vote and a Ministerial System of Government had made the House of Assembly, elected 

by the people, more powerful than the old Legislative Council, appointed by the Governor and 

representing the interests of the British Crown. Grantley Adams became the first premier of Barbados; a 

House of Assembly that had previously been predominantly white suddenly became predominantly 

black; and some important Anti Discrimination Laws were soon passed, preventing all clubs, hotels and 

miscellaneous institutions from excluding any applicants on the basis of class, colour or creed. Similar 

progressive programmes were adopted and promoted by the Democratic Labour Party (DLP) throughout 

the period 1961-76. This DLP was composed of former BLP stalwarts who had seceded from the older 

Registration for 16 weeks online Certificate of African-Guyanese history. 

Commencement of Home study/Online Certificate is January   

Fee: $16,000.  

Request your application form online from the Guyana Institute of 

Historical Research face book page. 
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party in 1955 because they felt that Adams was too conservative in his attitudes and approaches. 

By1966, therefore, Barbados had alreadybegun the process of cutting the umbilical cord that had linked 

the colony to the Crown. The acts and policies of the Barbadian legislature were simply rubber-stamped 

by the Queen. What has set Barbados apart from the rest of the world has been the willingness of both 

BLP and DLP governments to complement and promote almost identical programmes during this period 

of Independence: the rapid building of schools, colleges, libraries, roads, highways, clinics and hospitals; 

and a serious commitment to improve the quality of public health care. Both parties paid a great deal 

more than lip service to the provision of better houses for the elderly, indigent and destitute. Barbados 

also managed to establish a system of free education at 1 all levels, including secondary and tertiary. On 

top of all this, Barbados was still able to boast for some decades that it was balancing its annual budgets 

even more successfully than any of the socalled Great Powers. The Labour Governments were able to 

balance their annual budgets by simply imposing meaningful taxes on income, property and land and 

collecting these taxes more efficiently. Many prosperous white families promptly left for countries as far 

apart as Australia, Canada, Great Britain and New Zealand. The immediate financial results of 

Independence were absolutely astonishing. Within 20 years (1986), our public receipts had skyrocketed 

from $44 million to $643 million – exceeding our expenditures by $17 million. In the 21 st century, 

however, our expenses have rapidly outpaced our receipts and we found ourselves more than $3 billion 

in debt by 2009 when our receipts exceeded $2.6 billion. I suspect it is now closer to $5 billion. So we 

have lost the excellent credit rating that we enjoyed throughout the last third of the previous century. 

Despite recent setbacks, Barbados still remains a beacon in the Caribbean – if not in the entire British 

Commonwealth itself. Throughout the West Indies, it possesses the most reliable systems supplying 

fresh water, electricity and telecommunications. It still boasts one of the highest literacy rates in the 

world, with more schools and colleges per capita and per square mile than any other nation. The island 

still supports more than 70 primary schools and 20 secondary schools in addition to the Cave Hill 

Campus of the UWI, Codrington College, Erdiston, the Samuel Jackman Polytechnic and the 

CommunityCollege. This means that, during any one time in the academic year, more than one third of 

the population (now numbering in the region of 280,000) is involved in learning and teaching. No other 

community can make this claim. Many observers, now pondering the island’s economic plight, wonder 

how long Barbados can remain committed to this principle of free tertiary education for all students 

who are capable of passing Entrance Examinations. The time has certainly come to revisit the policy. The 

introduction of free education at all levels during the 1960s resulted in a remarkable explosion of the 

Black bourgeoisie. Most parents and grandparents can now afford to subsidize the cost of secondary 

and tertiary education. Moreover, that generous programme led to the exodus of our best brains as the 

island continued to produce a superabundance of skills and experts for whom there were no available 

jobs at home. It is nonsense to argue, as some pessimists have done, that Independence is the direct 

cause of this present (and protracted) slump. Booms and slumps have been the common fate of ALL 

communities from time immemorial. The optimists can easily win this argument by examining the 

miserable state of Barbados prior to 1950. Here was a colony in which the bulk of material assets were 

concentrated in the hands of about 4% who controlled prices and wages and refused to pay workers a 

subsistence salary. There was a vast socio-economic gap between the aristocracy and the middle classes 

and a chasm almost as wide between the middle and lower classes. The quality of public health was 
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ranked among the worst throughout the planet. Many mothers died during labour and even more 

infants died shortly after birth, mainly because of faulty nutrition and the absence of pre-natal care. 

Sanitary conditions were appalling – even in the elementary schools. Housing was 2 insufficient for most 

of the population. And life-expectancy among the poor was one of the lowest throughout the British 

Empire. It is true that there were schools all over Barbados, but many of the literate failed to find jobs. 

The more fortunate among them sought openings in neighbouring Caribbean islands. Indeed, colonial 

Barbados provided Antigua, Aruba, the Bahamas, Bermuda, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, St Vincent and 

Trinidad with most of their policemen, priests and teachers before the Age of Independence. This was 

largely the case because of the grotesque forms of elitism, and racism that dominated Barbadian culture 

and ethos in those terrible days. Even so, there were (and still are) certain colonial traditions that set 

Barbados apart from the rest of the British Empire. The colony was small enough, only 167 sq miles, so 

that it could be settled and controlled fairly rapidly. England was fortunate that the Dutch, Portuguese 

and Spanish explorers spotted Barbados long before theydid but came quickly to the conclusion that, 

uninhabited as it was and small as it was, it was probably not worth the effort to colonize it. The English 

almost immediately planted their flag on Barbadian soil in 1625 and began settlement in 1627. In no 

time at all, Bridgetown was established as the capital, a church was erected in St James in the next 

decade and a Parliament was established in 1639. By 1640, the sugar cane industry had been initiated 

and before the end of that century, Barbados had become the most important of British overseas 

possessions. By the end of the 18 th century, Barbados and India had become the jewels of the British 

Empire. Great Britain would not have exchanged Barbados for the whole of Canada! Barbados was the 

sole Caribbean colony that escaped the constant change of European possession. Trinidad, for instance, 

experienced French and Spanish ownership before it fell into British hands. Jamaica had been a Spanish 

colony before it fell into British hands in 1655. Barbados became so completely Anglicized that it 

gradually came to be called “Little England”. After the abolition of slavery, Barbados separated itself 

from the rest of the Empire by becoming addicted to literacy and education. This was encouraged by the 

British priesthood and the Moravian Church. The latter argued that literacy made the Blacks more 

submissive and more productive. The ex-slaves themselves understood the advantages of education and 

pressed constantly for the establishment of schools. They clearly perceived that literacy was their only 

avenue of escape from poverty. By 1850, Governments in Barbados were more supportive of 

elementary schooling than their counterparts at home. Barbados thus established a reputation for being 

the most literate society on the planet. By 1907, an independent Commission was able to report that 

there were almost as many schools as square miles in Barbados. This addiction to education has outlived 

the colonial era. Our secondary schools have become recognized as among the best in the world, and 

Harrison College has long since been famous for its production of brilliant classicists and 

mathematicians. The same is true of the Barbadian addiction to cricket. The cricket craze took firm root 

here in the 19th century. Bythe 20th , the island had become the undisputed cricket leader in the 

Caribbean. Gradually, Barbados produced more cricket superstars per square mile and per capita than 

any other community. Our island became a factory, famous for the manufacture of brilliant batsmen like 

Percy Goodman,GeorgeChallenor, Frank Worrell, Everton Weekes, Clyde Walcott, GarrySobers, Conrad 

Hunte, Seymour Nurse, Gordon Greenidge and Desmond Haynes; and excellent fast bowlers, such 3 as 

Clifford Goodman, Archie Cumberbatch, Tommie Burton, “Float” Woods, Herman Griffith, George 
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Francis, “Mannie” Martindale, “Foffie”Williams, FrankKing,WesleyHall, Charlie Griffith, Vanburn Holder, 

Joel Garner, Malcolm Marshall, Pedro Collins and Kemar Roach. It was during the colonial era, too, that 

Barbados became famous for the quality of its rum. Mount Gay, established in 1703, captured the 

imagination of the local public and held it for an eternity. But it seems as though it has recently lost its 

mystique, especially after 1989 when most of its shares were sold to RemyCointreau of France. Other 

brands, such as Cockspur, appear to have usurped Mount Gay’s crown. But Mount Gay Distilleries are 

still best remembered as the first organisation of its kind to cater to the demands of more than 100 

countries. As before 1966, Barbados continues to enjoy remarkably good luck in the meteorological 

area. Unlike most of its neighbours in the Caribbean archipelago, Barbados has very often been spared 

the devastation wrought bymajor hurricanes. Over the past three centuries, almost incredibly, our island 

has been hard hit by only four such storms (1780, 1831, 1898 and 1955). Favoured thus by the Gods of 

Rain and Wind, the Barbadians have developed the optimism and the confidence that they can 

surmount all problems be they social, economic, political or other. The changes, however, are more 

remarkable than the similarities. Gone forever is the domination of a planter class and the supremacyof 

agriculture. The vast majority of the old factories and plantations have been dismantled and the bulk of 

Barbadian land has become residential. Where once there were huge plantation houses surrounded by 

sugarcane and ground provisions, there are now roads and bourgeois residences, many of them more 

palatial than the former mansions occupied by the rich. Barbados had no choice but to abandon 

agriculture. It could no longer compete with North and South American farmers with their vast 

economies of scale. It had to multiply its efforts to establish “light manufacturing” as a major producer 

of exports. In the 1980s, for example, the bulk of NHL equipment (gloves, sweaters, pads, helmets, etc) 

were manufactured in Barbados. But in the 21st century, Canadians, North Americans and others have 

been outsourcing their labour to the People’s Republic of China where labour is much less expensive and 

the technology, apparently, is far superior. Looking for alternative products and avenues, the Barbadians 

have recently been experimenting with crude oil. Geological research has offered promise that there are 

significant quantities of oil beneath the surfaces of our eastern parishes. There has been much digging 

and searching in Christ Church and St Philip but it remains difficult to tell how successful these efforts 

will eventually be. In the meantime, Trinidad has established a potential road-block arguing that such 

explorations will inevitably encroach on the oil beneath their own waters. Barbados should easily win 

this legal battle once it can demonstrate that it is remaining within its own marine boundaries. Such 

boundaries are usually established mid-way between the coasts of the litigants. While the search for oil 

has not yet provided a suitable substitute for sugar cane, rum and 4 ground provisions, Barbados has 

been compelled to resort to two other sources of foreign reserves: tourism and off-shore services. The 

former has been our life-line virtually from the beginning of Independence. Thanks mainly to visionaries 

like Peter Morgan, himself the owner of a popular hotel, the country has made itself into the first choice 

among all Caribbean resorts. But huge troubles seem to lie ahead. The lifting of the Cuban Embargo will 

inevitably make that island a dangerous competitor and most of the smaller islands will profit (as they 

are already doing) from the cheapness of their currency as compared to ours. A vicious attack is already 

being made on our off-shore services by countries like Canada, the United Kingdom and the United 

States. In their efforts to track down their own tax-evading citizens, they have recently been subjecting 

all off-shore banks and financial institutions in the Caribbean to careful and critical scrutiny. There are 
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too many rumours of blatant money-laundering in this area for there not be some fire in the midst of all 

this smoke. More depressing still has been the constant sale of Barbadian property and potential assets 

to foreigners since the start of this century by both the BLP and DLP Governments. This means that 

Barbados is no longer in control of its own wealth. Already a good portion of the country is controlled 

byChinese, Indians and Muslims. This does not augur well for our future prosperity. But The Barbadians 

remain convinced that they are fortunate and smart enough to weather approaching storms as they 

have consistently done since 1627. 
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Save the children.  Enroll them in the Queens 
Daycare/Playschool, at the Queenstown Church of the 
Nazarene, Laluni & Irving streets, Georgetown.  Telephone 
#227-5093.  Ask for Elvira  Moses. 
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Second Family of Guyana 
   
 

 
 Prime Minister Moses,  his wife Mrs Sita Nagamootoo and their children. 
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The Board of Directors and Volunteers of the Guyana Institute of Historical Research wish you a happy 
Christmas. 

Board of Directors of the Guyana Institute for 2016/2017 

 
1. Chairman    Mr. Tota Mangar 
2. Legal Adviser     Hon. Mr. Basil Williams 
3. Director of Online Library services Mrs. Hetty London 
4. Director of Marketing       Mr. Deon Abrams 
5. Director of Finances    Mr. Arthur Gibbs 
6. Director of Public Education   Mrs. Claudette Hunte 
7. Director of Creative Arts   Mr. Mark Douglas 
8. Director of Media    Mr. Paul Moore 
9. Director of Legal Affairs    Mr. Gladstone FitzAlert 
10. Registrar     Mrs. Hazel Woolford 
11. Director of Publications/General Editor    

 Dr. Nigel Westmaas 
12. Director Fundraising        

Dr. David Hinds   
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Subscribe Today 

Renew your subscriptions today with the Guyana 

Institute of Historical Research.   We welcome new 

subscriptions. 

GIHR News: $600. Per annum 

CLEO Women’s History Magazine: $1,500. 
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President and First Lady attended Barbados jubilee celebrations 

Bridgetown, Barbados – (December 1, 2016) President David Granger and First Lady, Ms. Sandra 
Granger joined Barbadians to celebrate that nation’s 50th Anniversary of Independence at three 
national events, which were observed with pomp and ceremony, despite inclement weather that 
resulted in major schedule changes. The Head of State attended the Toast to the Nation event held at 
the Barbados Defence Force Headquarters at St. Ann’s Fort, the Reveal of the 50th Anniversary of 
Independence National Monument at The Garrison Savannah and the Golden Anniversary Spectacular 
Mega Concert at Kensington Oval. 
Prime Minister Freundel Stuart, who welcomed the President and First Lady to the event, described the 
Guyanese Head of State as his friend and colleague and emphasised the 50-year-old friendship between 
the two countries. 
Speaking at the Toast to the Nation event, he said, “I am very pleased to have here… my friend and 
colleague, the distinguished President of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana. His presence here, this 
evening, is of great importance because Guyana in 1966, as well, on May 26 went into Independence 
and earlier this year itself celebrated its Golden Jubiliee. I was there for that celebration and I am very 
pleased to welcome President Granger and Mrs. Granger here to Barbados. The warmth and the 
hospitality and the generosity of Guyana can be unbounded.” 
That generosity was illustrated later in the evening when President Granger delivered a gift of a painting 
depicting the national bird of Guyana, the Canje Pheasant, which was created by Guyanese artist, Ms. 
Merlene Ellis, to the people of Barbados on the occasion of their 50th Independence Anniversary. The 
President also gifted Prime Minister Stuart with a Winslow Craig crafted, wooden sculpture called the 
‘The Chief Witness to the Environment’. Reading the artist’s description of the work, the Guyanese Head 
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of State said “The visual imagery is derived from a combination of Indigenous Guyanese petroglyphs, 
patterns and weaving designs.” 
Presenting the gifts, he said, “We would like you to have these two gifts as a symbol of the 50-year 
friendship between our two countries, which is seen today November 30 and of course the fact that 
Barbadians have been coming to Guyana for over 50 years as welcomed migrants.” 
Significantly also, Guyana has played a role in the Barbados celebrations with the Guyana Defence Force 
(GDF) delighting the crowd gathered at the reveal of the National Monument event with a spectacular 
fireworks display. In addition, weather permitting, GDF paratroopers, supported by the Air Corps will 
display their skill, at today’s Independence parade at the Garrison, Savannah, which had to be 
rescheduled from yesterday, because of heavy rains, which resulted in some flooding. A total of 25 GDF 
members are participating in the Independence activities. 
Also attending the 50th Anniversary of Barbados Independence events is Prince Henry of Wales, KCVO, 
familiarly known as Prince Harry. The Prince, who delivered a message on behalf of Queen Elizabeth II at 
the Toast to the Nation event, and will be arriving in Guyana on December 2, 2016, greeted the 
President and the First Lady at the Toast to the Nation event. 
The Guyanese Head of State and Mrs. Granger were also greeted at that event by Barbadian superstar 
and Youth and Cultural Ambassador, Ms. Robin Rihanna Fenty and her Guyanese born mom Ms, Monica 
Braithwaite. 
Barbadian National Hero and West Indian cricketing great, Sir Garfield Sobers, familiarly known as Sir 
Gary, also met with President Granger following the Toast to the Nation event. Prime Minister Stuart 
had earlier described Sir Garfield’s role in establishing Barbadian pride at the time of Independence. 
“While we were discussing Independence at Lancaster House in 1966, Sir Gary Sobers was on the playing 
fields of England making a statement on behalf of Barbados and the West Indies in the summer of that 
year. Needless to say, of course, the West Indies team triumphed in that 1966 series and Sir Garfield 
Sobers outperformed everybody else, both in the batting and bowling departments. So he made his own 
contribution to our confidence as a people in 1966 as we were making those tentative steps towards 
nationhood.” 

 
 


