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COMMENTARY By DR. DHANPAUL NARINE

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine

Donald Trump’s Divided America

According to Obama, 
‘democracy breaks down 
when the average person 
feels their voice doesn’t 
matter.’ As Americans 
get ready to welcome a 
new President Obama’s 
legacy will be a divided 
America. He will leave 
a fractious society in 
which most people feel 
that the system is rigged 
in favor of the rich and 
the powerful.

But what is disap-
pointing to many is the 
fact the Obama’s speaks 
the lines well. He knows 
that democracy means 
bringing together dispa-
rate groups and reaching 
out to the disadvantaged 
to empower them. Policy 
implementation, how-
ever, is another matter. 
Obama found himself at 
odds with Congress and 
as the years rolled on 
bridging the divide be-
came harder. 

Who can forget that 
in 2008 Obama prom-
ised to transform Amer-
ica? His scorecard of 
achievements remains 
mixed. There was lit-
tle bi-partisan support 
for his policies. Obama 
spent a major portion of 
his fi rst term attempting 
to fi x the health care sys-
tem and while millions 
have health care there in 
no universal health care. 
In fact health care premi-
ums are going up in 2017 
in some states.

Donald Trump will 
inherit an America with a 
broken immigration sys-
tem. Obama has deport-
ed more undocumented 
persons that George W. 
Bush. The argument that 
he was simply deporting 
those that had commit-
ted crimes doesn’t wash 
anymore.

According to the Na-
tional Immigration Law 
Center, “ For years, the 
Obama Administration’s 
spin has been that they 
are simply deporting so-
called ‘criminal aliens’ 
but the numbers speak 

be a reduction in green-
house gas emissions; in 
2014 the US and China 
signed an agreement to 
reduce carbon emis-
sions. A year later, the 
Paris Agreement was 
signed by most countries 
and a global green cli-
mate fund established to 
help poor countries reg-
ulate emissions. 

Trump has called cli-
mate change ‘a hoax’ 
during the campaign. He 
can renege on the agree-
ments but he may want 
to study climate change 
in some detail before he 
pulls out of the climate 
change talks. There is 

no question that foreign 
policy in relation to the 
Middle East will pose a 
headache for Trump. For 
example, Obama wanted 
Bashar al Assad of Syria 
to depart from the scene 
and hoped that Russia 
would fall in and join in 
the call. 

But Trump has other 
ideas. He wants the US 
and Russia to fi ght ISIS 
together. Russia wants 
Assad to remain and 
isn’t keen in working 
with America. Trump 
may support Assad. If 
this happens there will 
be complicated relation-
ships in the region. Iran 
will stand to gain while 
America’s Sunni sup-
porters such as Saudi 

Arabia, Jordan, and oth-
ers will lose out.  

Terrorism remains 
a major threat. Trump 
campaigned for a saf-
er America using an-
ti-Muslim statements. 
He will need to under-
stand the complexity of 
Middle East politics and 
to make alliances to re-
main politically engaged 
in Iraq, Syria, Libya and 
Afghanistan. He may 
fi nd that diplomacy rath-
er than the deployment 
of American troops is 
the approach that should 
be adopted. 

This strategy may 
also be necessary in 

the case of Iran. Trump 
wanted to scrap the nu-
clear deal with Iran but 
if he breaks it there is 
no guarantees that other 
countries would re-im-
pose sanctions.

If the US decides to 
impose these sanctions 
they would not be ef-
fective. Iran would most 
likely look to become 
a nuclear power in the 
face of a US threat. This 
would leave two options 
on the table: either the 
US goes to war with Iran 
or accept it as a mem-
ber of the nuclear club. 
It might be in the inter-
est of the US to accept a 
multilateral approach to 
Iran and work with oth-
ers to keep Iran in line 

with international trea-
ties. 

There is the argument 
that foreign policy can 
be eff ective and convey 
infl uence if domestic 
policy is on a proper 
footing. During the cam-
paign race relations was 
constantly in the news. 
A number of surveys 
showed America to be a 
divided nation even be-
fore the election. A CBS/
New York Times poll 
conducted in 2015 stated 
that fi fty seven percent 
of Americans believe 
that ‘race relations are 
bad, versus 37 per cent 
that disagree and four in 
ten Americans believe 
things are getting worse.’    

It is argued that this 
increase was due to the 
events that occurred in 
Ferguson, New York, 
Cleveland, and other 
cities, in which blacks 
experienced tragedies 
at the hands of law en-
forcement. In July 2016 
Trump said that there 
was a problem between 
blacks and whites in 
America and ‘hopefully 
it can be healed.’ 

The elections are 
over. Trump must be in-
clusive. He must reach 
out to those who didn’t 
vote for him. They in-
clude the black commu-
nity, immigrant families 
that fear deportation, 
the Muslim community, 
the LGBT community, 
women, and others. As 
President Trump should 
condemn hate speech 
and work to guarantee 
public safety.

The president should 
show character, integri-
ty, and transparency. He 
cannot be all things to all 
people but he can start 
the process of healing by 
saying sorry for some of 
the angst he has brought 
to bear on the nation. 

for themselves. The 
Obama administration, 
more than any other, has 
devastated immigrant 
communities across the 
country, tearing families 
away from loved ones, 
simply because they 
drove without a license, 
or re-entered the country 

desperately trying to be 
reunited with their fam-
ily members.’

It is not clear what 
Trump will do with im-
migration. He has stated 
that criminals will be de-
ported and he has called 
the law-abiding undocu-
mented ‘terrifi c people.’ 
Hopefully, Congress will 
work out a policy that 
will regularize the status 
of those that have roots 
in America and are hon-
est and hard-working. 

In the area of foreign 
policy numerous chal-
lenges await. Interna-
tional economics must 
be high on the agenda. 
Trump has repeated-
ly stated that America 
was getting bad trade 

deals but pulling out of 
NAFTA won’t guarantee 
higher paying jobs in the 
United States. If Trump 
decides to employ pro-
tectionist measures there 
could be trade wars with 
the result that American 
relations with China, 
Mexico and other coun-
tries could be severely 
aff ected. 

Can a trade war be 
benefi cial to the US? 
It can if the deals are 
re-negotiated and better 
terms are obtained for 
American workers. If 
this happens Trump will 
be a regular on television 
telling Americans that he 

has brought back jobs. 
Another area of interna-
tional concern is climate 
change.

According to the Pen-
tagon, ‘global climate 
change will aggravate 
problems such as pover-
ty, social tensions, envi-
ronmental degradation, 
ineff ectual leadership 
and weak political in-
stitutions that threaten 
stability in a number of 
countries.’ This is a se-
rious assessment of the 
global situation. But 
Trump and the Republi-
cans have played down 
the gravity of climate 
change. 

The internation-
al community is of the 
view that there should 

Democracy breaks down when 
there is a disconnect between 

people and their governments. When 
the voices of ordinary persons are 
drowned out by offi  cialdom confi -
dence weakens. The system becomes 
a fraud despite the rosy  platitudes of 
the political elite.  
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Donald Trump will have to work to win the 
confi dence of Americans in the system.


