
Caribbean Medical Mission/New Jersey ophthalmologist, Dr. Robert Cunning-

ham, examines the eyes of one of the many patients he saw in Buxton. 

More than 350 persons in Buxton were seen and treated by a team of 

medical doctors and support staff from the Caribbean Medical Mission of 

New Jersey during its annual one-day outreach mission, held at the Buxton 

Health Centre on the 10
th
 November. The visiting team of medical profes-

sionals, which included primary care and specialist physicians, nurses, lab 

and pharmacy technicians, was led by Fyrish-born Dr. James T. Cort, an In-

ternal Medicine specialist, and personal physician to several Buxtonians re-

siding in the metro New Jersey area. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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As in previous years, the mission this year was de-

scribed as very satisfactory. Every year, villagers ea-

gerly look forward to the visit by this group of doc-

tors from the U.S., and they are usually genuinely 

pleased with the medical treatment and advice they 

receive from them. In addition to the expert care, 

patients are provided with adequate supplies of es-

sential prescription drugs. 

Due to very high interest in the quality services pro-

vided by the overseas group, some persons in the 

community have asked to have the  outreach in-

creased to two days to accommodate more people. 

Many of them claimed that they did not receive pri-

or information about the doctors’ visit, while others 

said that they had previously planned engagements 

on that day. Such request might not be feasible since 

there are other villages said to be looking to be in-

cluded in the doctors’ one week itinerary, which al-

ready appears to be full. 

Once again, this year’s outreach mission in Buxton 

was largely sponsored by Buxton-Friendship Heritage 

Fund (USA). It must however be noted that Mr. 

(Continued from page 1) Charles French (“Cargo”) played a huge role in the 

successful outcome, and we would like to commend 

him for his dedication and undaunted campaign. He 

single-handedly raised $1,220 in donations among his 

family and friends. His achievement accounted for 

about one-third of the cost, most of it going to pay 

for the prescription drugs dispensed. 

Thanks to the incredible support of our donors! Your 

demonstration of brotherly love and affection is espe-

cially appreciated by everyone who was able to bene-

fit from your kindness and generosity.  

We would also like to express sincere appreciation 

to the Region Four administration and Buxton Health 

Centre officials for facilitating the outreach operation; 

Buxton Restoration Committee for its magnificent or-

ganizing effort and volunteer work; Mrs. Josette 

Walker (retired nurse) and Rollo Younge for devoting 

their time; and everyone else who contributed pre-

cious time, money or other resources.  

Finally, we take this opportunity to extend our grati-

tude to Dr. Cort and his team for providing such ex-

cellent and compassionate service to our villagers. 

Please know that it is truly appreciated by all of us 

who are proud to belong to Buxton/Friendship. 

Patiently waiting their turn in an outdoor overflow area. 
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Display of some of the medications that were distributed to patients in Buxton 

MEDICAL OUTREACH 
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Alana Hasan (left) is seen receiving her $100,000 Errol Bathersfield scholastic award from Ms. Lavinia Lewis 

Integrated Science*, Social Studies* and Office Ad-

ministration* (Asterisk denotes distinction); Grade 

2 in English B and Geography and Grade 3 in Car-

ibbean History and Spanish. As a student of St. 

Rose’s High School, she specialized in Humanities. 

Prior to going there, she attended St. Margaret’s 

Primary School in Georgetown.  

Alana is a lead member of the Buxton Pride Steel 

Orchestra, which she joined four years ago. She is 

a music enthusiast who especially enjoys Beetho-

ven classics and other masterpieces from that gen-

re. Music will be an alternative career for her. She 

credits her parents, Natasha and Zulficar Hasan, 

for encouraging her to develop her interest in mu-

sic so as to become a well-rounded individual.  

Alana’s maternal lineage hail from Buxton-

Friendship. The family now resides in neighboring 

North Vigilance.  

(Continued on page 5) 

The 2016 bursary awards, honouring the memory 

of the late Errol Bruce Bathersfield (“Bonehead”) 

were granted to Alana Hasan, a first-year student 

at the University of Guyana, and Juan Haynes, 

Buxton’s best-performing student at this year’s 

CSEC examination. The presentations were made 

this month by Ms. Lavinia Lewis, a cousin of the 

late prominent Buxtonian and ardent philanthro-

pist. The awards, valued GY$100,000 each, were 

sponsored by Mr. Cleveland Bathersfield (“Okro”). 

Alana Hasan is a Computer Science major at 

UG. In the May-June sitting of the CXC Caribbean 

Advanced Proficiency Examination (CAPE) this 

year, she passed four Unit 1 subjects  - Computer 

Science, Computer Studies, Information Technolo-

gy and Logistics & Supply. At the Caribbean Sec-

ondary Education Certificate (CSEC) level last year, 

she passed  10 subjects, obtaining Grade 1 in Eng-

lish A Mathematics*, Information Technology*, 
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SEVENTEEN YEAR-OLD JUAN HAYNES from the 

Buxton Backdam area is this year’s other recipient of 

the ERROL BRUCE BATHERSFIELD MEMORIAL SCHOLASTIC AWARD. 

(Continued from page 4) He received a prize of GY$100,000 for his outstanding 

performance at the 2016 Caribbean Secondary Educa-

tion Certificate (CSEC) examination. He is now a Sixth 

Form student at Queen’s College, where he is preparing 

for the Caribbean Advance Proficiency Examination 

CAPE). He plans to further his studies in Chemical Engi-

neering. 

Juan obtained his elementary and secondary schooling 

at the New Guyana School, a private institution in 

Georgetown. At the May-June sitting for CSEC, he got 

11 subjects, securing nine Grade 1s with six distinctions, 

and two Grade 2s. 

Juan follows in the illustrious footsteps of his older 

brother, Michael, who graduated from Queen’s College 

last year following an outstanding performance at 

CAPE. His younger brother, Samuel, who is also attend-

ing Queen’s College, was ranked 34
th
 at the 2014 Na-

tional Grade Six Assessment (NGSA). Their father, Mr. 

Anthony Haynes, is a professional civil engineer, an AP-

NU+AFC councilor on Region Four Democratic Coun-

cil, and a columnist for Buxton-Friendship Express. Their 

mother is Mrs. Beverley Haynes (née Dolphin), who is 

employed as a tax auditor. 

Juan enjoys playing cricket and is very enthusiastic 

about athletics. He attends the New Life Tabernacle 

Church on Buxton Middle Walk, where he is a drummer 

in the church’s band.  

BATHERSFIELD SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS 
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THE ERROL BRUCE BATHERSFIELD MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP, 

established in 2015, is dedicated to honouring the memory of 
the late Mr. Errol Bruce Bathersfield. The aim of it is two-fold:  

 to provide deserving students in Buxton with financial 
assistance to further their education;  and 

 to reward students for outstanding achievements at 
nationally recognized examinations. 

Juan Haynes is 
seen receiving his 
$100,000 scholas-
tic award from Ms. 
Lavinia Lewis, a 
cousin of the late 
Errol Bathersfield 

The late Errol Bruce Bathersfield 
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Wha de Story Seh?      ...by Dr. Pauline F. Baird 

100 Years Later: Saying Thanks to The Trailblazer ~ 

 Winifred Gaskin 

Buxton-Friendship Express 

Dear Mrs. Winifred Gaskin, 

Born May 10, 1916 

Dead on March 5, 1977 

And buried in St. Anthony’s RC cemetery 
 

You do not know me, nor I, you. 

Except, one day, when I was 13, my friend Joy and I 

ran out of sewing class  

At Friendship to go watch a funeral procession 

I did not know whose it was until I got close and 

heard it was  

You 

Please know that you have influenced my life 

Like many Buxtonians, I started attending church 

schools 

Then government school, and the multilateral 

school 
 

Thanks, in part to you, 

Many of us received free education at colleges and 

university 

And many village children come to take education 

for granted 

Thank you 

For blazing and leaving a trail of your life  

So that we can learn from you 100 years later 
 

Today, I wish I could meet you and ask: 

What did women and girls of Buxton do back then? 

Were you proud of your dark complexion 

Of your African descent 

Of your working-class parents  

And your status? 

I heard you were easy on the eyes 

What kinds of challenges did that pose? 

At a time when a black child, much more a girl child could be overwhelmed  

By the effects of white colonial oppression  
 

What was schooling like for a girl almost 100 years ago  

At St. Anthony's Roman Catholic School? 

What were your parents’ expectations? 

How did you feel when you won the Buxton Scholarship in 1927?  

and went to town school - Saint Joseph’s no less 

And when you got the middle school scholarship? 

(Continued on page 7) 



And went to the best town school Bishops’ High School? 

Did you wear a panama hat and a necktie? 

Did you travel by train?  

What was it like to be a runner-up for the prestigious British Guiana 

Scholarship? 

And not attend university 

Was that your choice? 
 

I found stories about you in books and newspapers 

And I marvel at your public service record 

It speaks to how a girl from the village can rise up  

And overcome challenges and blaze a trail for village girls and boys 

like us. 

Mrs. Gaskin, I don’t mean to be rude, but woman “you are an indus-

try!” 

A woman of firsts! A mentor for many! 
 

A founding member  

Of the Women's Political and Economic Organization (WPEO) 

Guyana's first women's political organization 
 

Original member 

Of the Political Affairs Committee  

Which later became the People's Progressive Party (PPP)  
 

A founding member of the People's National Congress (PNC) 

and Chairwoman later 

Helping the Women's Revolutionary Socialist Movement (WRSM) 

of the PNC  

Attending as party delegate in London October 1962 and October 

1963 

to the British Guiana Independence Conferences 
 

How did you feel when you were  

Denied an appointment at Georgetown's General Post Office 

Because of how white colonials protested  

And the white headmistress of Bishops’ High School  

Jumped in to laud your academic excellence,  

So that you could be hired, eventually?  
 

After all that aggravation,  

You had to end up without the job   

As a married woman, you were not eligible  

to hold a postal service position! 

Eh, eh, (suck teeth)! 

You should see us today, we hold all kinds of jobs - married, living 

home and all. 
 

(Continued from page 6) 

     (Continued on page 8) 
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Buxton-born Pioneer of 

Women’s Rights & Equality 

In Guyana 

The late Winifred Gaskin as Education Minis-

ter, opening an “all-age” government school 

at Mocha, EBD on January 2, 1966.  
 

Guyana Chronicle photo: “Scenes 50 years 

ago”, published on January 6, 2016. 



Well, I am not mad at you for telling women what you think 

In the June 30, 1946, Chronicle 

Oh, Kwayana says that you penned an article titled “Girls Let’s Be Frank” 

Opined that Guyanese women are “beautiful but dumb!—  

Wished that women would speak about substantive things— 

Wow, you caused a lot of talk! 

A journalist, A politician, A diplomat, A wife, A mother, An Othermother 

Thanks for encouraging women to improve their conditions  

in education and national life 

to seek better wages, health care, childcare, 

Food affordability and transportation,   
 

I admire your activism for reform 

You were a “stand up” kinda woman. 

I heard that you demonstrated for women 
 

You were a black woman daring to write nationally 

Submitting petitions to the local legislature for women 

Submitting petitions to the British government for women, internationally 
 

A student of journalism in London 

A journalist for The Argosy 

Then subeditor,  

Editor of Bookers News  

And President of the British Guiana Press Association 
 

Loud and proud, you got yourself  

Elected to the House of Assembly in 1964 

And became the minister of education and race relations 

Creating visions and policies for student’s free education  

From kindergarten to university 

And multilateral schools (like Bladen Hall that many of Buxtonians attended) 

And no more church schools 
 

On top of all that, in 1968, you became Guyana's first High Commissioner  

To the Commonwealth Caribbean  

Even when you went to watch your husband play cricket in Jamaica 

You took time to give speeches advocating for women’s uplift 

In service to Guyana, you returned and spearheaded the Foreign Affairs and Economic Section, 

In the Ministry of National Development 
 

Rightly so,  

You were awarded the Order of Distinction of Jamaica  

For distinguished diplomatic service.  

And the Cacique Crown of Honor of Guyana 

We have a street named for you, and a memorial in the village and in our hearts. 

Well done! Thank you.  
 

(Continued from page 7) 
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Wha de Story Seh?     By Dr. Pauline F. Baird 

100 Years Later: Saying Thanks to The Trailblazer ~ 

 Winifred Thierens-Gaskin 

Buxton-Friendship Express 

Scholar 

Teacher 

Journalist 

Wife 

Mother 

Politician 

Education Minister 

Diplomat 

Othermother 



EVELYN NOREEN EVADNE HOPKINSON is indeed blessed and thank-

ful to be celebrating her 80th birthday milestone. Cheers to this 

amazing woman whose life path embodies Selflessness, For-

giveness and Creativity! 

It was Tuesday, 24th November, 1936 - a day filled with joy and 

thanksgiving in the Yorke’s home at Lot 39 Willis Street, Buxton 

Front - that a bouncing, beautiful baby girl was born to Tama Yorke 

and Charles Hopkinson of Beterverwagting. As their firstborn daugh-

ter, she was fittingly christened with the forename Evelyn at St. Au-

gustine’s Anglican Church in the village. Years later, she would be 

confirmed and offered her First Communion at the very church un-

der the spiritual guidance of Father Taylor. 

Evelyn was nurtured under the watchful eyes and loving care of 

her grandparents, Henry and Margaret (Ida) Yorke. She describes 

that period of her life as “happy days”. 

She grew up like a sister around her cousins, Edwin Thomas 

(Buddy Wah-Wah) and Patrick Yorke, and also had good times with 

her cousins Agnes (Fredericks), Celest (McDonald) and little Shirley 

(Davis) at Aunt Henny’s house. During school holidays, she would go 

away and spend time with her Uncle Solomon’s family in Campbell-

ville. While in her Buxton Front neighborhood, she enjoyed playing 

games and having fun with her grow-mates - Doreen Barnwell, Sissy 

Babb, Agnes Sultan, Doreen Lambert, Carmen Rowland, and other 

friends there.  

Evelyn attended St. Augustine’s Anglican School, headed by 

schoolmaster, Mr. Frank Russell. Her favourite teachers were Mrs. 

Irma Fox-Hendricks, who taught her in Kindergarten, and Ms. Mabel 

Melbourne, in Third Standard. While in Sixth Standard, she was 

forced to leave school early to help take care of her ailing grand-

mother, who subsequently passed away on 27th July, 1950.  

In 1951, she moved to Beterverwagting to reside with her Aunt 

Margaret Smith’s family at 19 Quamina Road. Although being at a 

young age, she ventured out to seek work to help support herself. 

She started out being a housekeeper, but went on to labour for 

many years as a vendor. “Sometimes it was rough, but I tried my 

best to make it for my children,” Evelyn recalls. 

She gave birth to ten children, but one of them - James, passed 

away in his infancy. The others are Joan, Elroy, Neibert, Martin, Don-

na, Tonyna Lyn, Kathleen, Nicola and John. 

On 29th June, 1992, Evelyn moved to the United States to join her 

daughter, Niebert and her family. Being accustomed to working 

through challenging conditions, she was able to adapt quickly to the 

demanding American work ethic and harsh winter she encountered. 

Today, Evelyn is happy to have succeeded in bringing the rest of 

her family to the United States, so that they could shape a better 

future for themselves and their offspring. She is now retired and en-

joying life as a supportive mother and doting grandmother.  

She eagerly looks forward to celebrating her 80th birthday sur-

rounded by her loving family, relatives and friends. This milestone 

achievement is particularly important to her since neither of her par-

ents lived to see this age. She considers it to be a special blessing 

of her life, and is full of praise and gratitude to Almighty God. 

Happy 80th Birthday to Evelyn Noreen Evadne Hopkinson! 

Celebrating 
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GINA, GUYANA - Thursday, November 10, 2016 

 

The curtains came down on the JOF Haynes 

Memorial Inter-Secondary Schools Debating 

Competition today [November 10], with round 

three of the national competition. The Annan-

dale Secondary School emerged victorious. 

The Annandale Secondary School argued 

against the moot ‘Dysfunctional families are a 

direct result of weak parenting skills’ whilst the 

New Amsterdam Multilateral Secondary pro-

posed the moot. 

Assistant Chief Education Officer (CEO), Minis-

try of Education, Leslyn Edwards-Charles pre-

senting an overview of the debate explained 

that it is an annual event organised by the Sec-

ondary sector of the Ministry of Education. 

The event was  held at the Theatre Guild Play-

house. Deputy Chief Education Officer, Donna 

Chapman, Director of the National Centre for 

Educational Resource Development (NCERD) 

Jennifer Cumberbatch, Manager, Metro Office 

Supplies, Lincoln Callender and students from 

several schools across Guyana were present. 

Edwards-Charles explained that the competi-

tion was initiated by JOF Haynes, an outstand-

ing scholar who started life as a school teacher 

before moving on to become one of the most 

brilliant and eminent scholars of his genera-

tion. She added that this competition is de-

signed to involve as many students as possible. 

The Assistant CEO defined a debate as “a 

uniquely beneficial educational tool in part 

because of the value of the argumentation the-

ory itself.” She explained that the creation of 

an argument is one of the most complex acts 

and involves research, organisation of data, 

analysis of data, synthesis of different kinds of 

data and evaluation of information for a con-

clusion. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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ANNANDALE SECONDARY WINS  
J.O.F. HAYNES DEBATING COMPETITION 
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The proposing New Amsterdam Multilateral Secondary team 

at the .O.F Haynes Memorial Haynes Inter-Secondary 

Schools Debating competition at the Theatre Guild Play-

The victorious Annandale Secondary School team at the 

J.O.F Haynes Memorial Haynes Inter-Secondary Schools De-

bating competition at the Theatre Guild Playhouse. 



“It is clear that two persons armed with information may choose to organise and present that information 

resulting in two or more arguments leading to different conclusions. An argument requires debaters to concur 

differing methods of decision making,” Edwards-Charles explained. 

According to the Assistant CEO, during the Easter term, the best debating teams at class level will debate 

with other classes, and schools chose their members to represent them at the JOF Haynes Entra Regional 

competition. In the course of April to July, regional competitions were held in each education district and the 

winning school represented the education district at the national level. 

This national competition commenced on September 22, 2016 with five debates in round one. Region One 

was represented by the Santa Rosa secondary, Region Two, by Anna Regina Secondary, Region Three, West 

Demerara Secondary, Region Four, Annandale Secondary, Region Five, Novar Secondary, Region Six, New 

Amsterdam Multilateral, Region Seven, Three Miles Secondary, Region Eight, Paramakatoi Secondary, Region 

Nine, Sand Creek Secondary, Region Ten Wismar Christianburg Secondary and Georgetown, by Brickdam 

Secondary. 

The JOF Haynes Secondary Schools debating competition was initiated in memory of the Chancellor of the 

Judiciary Joseph Oscar Fitzclarence Haynes, O.R., S.C.,  in 2014 who had a brilliant career as a  teacher and  

both as a practising lawyer and as Head of the Judiciary. 

(Continued from page 10) 

ANNANDALE SECONDARY: DEBATE CHAMPS 
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A section of the audience at the J.O.F Haynes Memorial Haynes Inter-Secondary Schools Debating compe-

tition at the Theatre Guild Playhouse 



Approximately two years ago, in response to a state-

ment made by the Leader of the Alliance For Change, 

Khemraj Ramjattan, I posited the following: 

I shall like to commence by saying that the statement, 

''if the AFC joins with the PNC the AFC will become dead 

meat,'' is a descendant of the ‘spirit of fear’, which is evil 

and must be driven out from the AFC camp immediately. 

The demonising of association with the PNC is an ap-

pendage used by the PPP to divide and rule Guyana in-

definitely. Factually, the intension is not so much the or-

ganisation (PNC) but the people that are perceived to be 

its representation, the BLACK MAN.  The PRINCE DEMON 

of this idea is APANJAT. The reason why the PPP will at-

tack the AFC if it aligns with the PNC is because the PPP 

considers the East Indian’s vote theirs and an alliance 

will be giving what is considered theirs to the BLACK 

MAN. Added to the BLACK MAN syndrome is the superfi-

cial 28-years debacle, the record of the PNC in govern-

ment will be venomously attacked.  

By avoiding an alliance on the grounds of the ‘’dead 

meat’’ status is giving in to the theory of APANJAT, since 

you are effectively saying that you will not join/associate 

with the BLACK MAN. All of the supporters of the AFC will 

agree with me if I say that the PPP has brought us to an 

all-time low, politically. At this time of its history the PPP 

literally has nothing on the PNC and by extension the 

AFC. The AFC therefore should have no fear of the PPP in 

this regard for the following reasons: 

On the issue of BLACK MAN ruling –  of the East Indian 

potential voters who will refuse to vote AFC/APNU/

JFAP/??? If given a visa will rush off with the next flight 

to the USA that is ruled by a BLACK MAN. They will also 

relish the idea of living in Barbados or Jamaica. If they 

can do that then we MUST persuade them to vote AFC/

APNU/JFAP/???. 

Record in government –  

Democracy.....By October, 1992 the PNC delivered free 

and fair elections, Liberal Private print and electronic 

media...by November, 2014 the PPP has instituted one- 

party  rule, has failed to liberalise the electronic media 

and are threatening the shutting down of the waterfalls 

and big market papers thru’ violence and tax intimida-

tion. 

Education... by 1992, education was free from nursery 

to university, books were free from nursery to university, 

all schools were run and maintained by the state, due 

to shortage of finance many schools were forced to 

care and maintain their furniture and other implements, 

all secondary and Community High Schools had farms 

that assisted with sustenance of the schools.......today, 

while they are far less children enrolled in public 

schools than in 1992 due to population decline and the 

exodus of children to private schools, the PPP boasts of 

the Education budget being the largest, by sector, and 

totalling billions, yet our children have to buy books, 

from nursery to university; they pay for University educa-

tion; they pay for LESSON at every level of public school 

so as to be successful at examinations; The private 

schools take away 66% of the places in the top 1% at 

NGSA. 

Socially – we have ANILGATE, PRIYA FERAL BLAST, 

BOBBY RAMROOPGATE, FLIPFLAP, BRAZZYGATE, BHAR-

RATGATE, NEW BUILDING SOCIETY GATE, NARCOSTATE, 

CRIMECAMP, welchmangate, PRADO VILLE 1 &2, Ally 

BABA and E 40thieves,et al. 

There are overwhelming issues for a joint opposition 

counter for anything that the PPP can put on the table. 

Now is not the time to run and hide. I believe the oppor-

tunity is there for a National Front government to take 

60% of the votes at the next General and Regional elec-

tions. That will be a reality when we go into the 

‘trenches, and let the people who are against/afraid of 

an AFC/APNU/JFAP/??? Government know that it is the 

most appropriate option for Guyana at this time since it 

will provide the strongest form of government and will 

address all of the burning issues that the PPP KLEP-

TOKRACY has heaped upon us. The PPP now is no bet-

ter than the PNC was. Was there ever a time when so 

many East Indians are against the PPP? Under the PPP 

government, the East Indian population in Guyana is 

the lowest it has ever been in recent history, which is 

intrinsically due to poor governance by the PPP. 

TO GO AFC SOLO IS TO SAY – TO HELL WITH YOU GUY-

ANA...THE REST IS NOW HISTORY. 

Condolences to the families who would have lost love 

ones during the last month. 
 

“If blind maan seh e guh pelt yuh e get wan stone!” 

Until the next time, to God be the Glory.  
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HAYNES CITE 

ON THE ISSUE OF DEAD MEAT 
By Anthony Haynes 

3rd VP Khemraj Ramjattan 



Thanks so much to all of you for your expressions of kindness and genuine support through your 

generous donations this month. We greatly appreciate it. 

 Hazel Answick, Rosedale, New York 

 Hermina Grant, Queens Village, NY 

 Gem Jonas (Gordon), Brooklyn, NY 

 Eleanor King (Claudette Burgan), New York, NY 

 Frank Telford, Bayonne, New Jersey 

 Mrs. Doreen Turner (Stephens), Brooklyn, NY 

RECENT DONATIONS! 
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EUSI KWAYANA: The Legend  
 

“He is a village man, a legend in 

his own time; a consummate edu-

cator, a thinker, a teacher, a leader, 

an elder at 91, a giant of a man!  

This book depicts how former en-

slaved Africans in Guyana collec-

tively bought villages; pioneered 

human living, civic rights and so-

cial change….It’s a chronicle of the 

effect of African people on Guy-

ana’s socio-economic history…”  

Get a copy of this keepsake while 

supplies are still available for only 

US$20. For mailing in the continen-

tal United States, please add $5.   

Kindly make your cheque or mon-

ey order payable to Buxton-

Friendship Heritage Fund and send 

your order to the attention of Lorna 

Campbell, 454 Vermont Street, 

Brooklyn, NY 11207. 
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Obituaries 
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Horace Churchill Abrams began his life’s journey on 12th 

July, 1931 in the village of Buxton/Friendship. He was the fifth child born to Dan-

iel and Rose Abrams. 

As a young man, Horace moved to the city of Georgetown and secured employ-

ment at Transport & Harbours Department. Because of his demonstrated leader-

ship ability, he was elected to serve as a Trade Union Representative. He became 

a strong negotiator for employees of the Wage and Works division, and particular-

ly enjoyed defending the Rights of Workers.  

He was also very passionate about the welfare of workers. To this end, he 

played a keen role in the establishment of TUCville, a housing development pro-

ject for union workers. The scheme stands as a monument to his pride and love 

for the working class. 

In 1968, Horace migrated to the United States to further his education and professional career. He succeeded in 

obtaining a degree in Accounting from Dyke College in Cleveland, Ohio. He enjoyed a vibrant and long career as an 

accountant with the City of New York at the Agency for Children Services (ACS). After thirty-four years of dedicated 

service to the City, he retired in 2010 as the Director of Childcare and Head Start Payment division.  

He was a keen enthusiast of politics. So, despite the pain and discomfort of his illness, he followed closely the 

news and developments of the 2016 U.S. elections which culminated in the election of a new president one week 

before his demise. 

On 16th November, Horace Churchill Abrams, also fondly called “Uncle Gladwin”, departed this life for his heaven-

ly destination. He was 85. 

He is survived by his loving wife, Leila Abrams; his children: Gordon, Kurt, Aubrey, Bashir, Denise and Derrice; 

stepchildren, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends. He was preceded in 

death by his parents and siblings: John, Sheila, Oscar, Brinsley and Birchnell (“Far”). 

Beryl Evadney McRae, née Isaacs, known to many as Ellan, was born on 6th June, 1929 to the 

late Alanzo & Millicent Isaacs of Buxton. She was the younger of their two children, and was preceded in death by 

her brother, Clement Alanzo Isaacs. 

Beryl received her academic education at St. Augustine’s Anglican School and her spiritual education from St. 

Augustine’s Anglican Church. As a child, she was an active member of the church community. 

Anyone who knew her, would remember her being an intensely humble 

and industrious  person; moreover, she was very quiet and easy going. She 

will be remembered by many for her skills as a seamstress, cake baker and 

decorator, and upholsterer. She was like a “jack of all trades”, but master 

of all. She was a perfectionist, spending tireless hours ensuring that the job 

at hand was perfectly done. 

In 1952, Beryl met and married Jabez Carlton McRae. The beautiful union 

produced eleven children — an entire cricket team, not including her adopt-

ed children. She and her husband lived happily married until God called 

him home on October 14, 2010. 

Beryl passed away on November 21, 2016 in Brooklyn, New York. She is 

survived by her Children: Eslyn,  Wainwright, Rene (Carlotta), Dolorese 

(Claire), Joy, Dawn, Jennifer, Jacqueline, Kwame, Juma and Robert; Grand-

children: Mosea, Iyfei, Drexel, Renatta, Latoya, Renaldo, Oslyn, Shurel, Ra-

mona, Oderi, Merissa, Shurlan, Reshumba, Rebecka, Neka, Michael, Oa-

siyah, Maxine, Jamila, Jabez, Jada, Candace, Nneka, Mark and Timothy; 

seventeen great-grandchildren; nephews, nieces; and many other relatives. 



November ushers in the season of giving, sharing and spreading good 

cheer. It’s the time of year when we stop to give thanks for our blessings 

in life, and seek to share some of it with others around us who happen 

to have been less fortunate in their experiences. 

We ask that you use this time to think about the many poor and needy 

families in our beloved Buxton. For a moment, imagine yourself in their 

place — a world of endless struggle and a vision of poor hope.   

By making an affordable donation to BUXTON-FRIENDSHIP HERITAGE 

FUND, INC., you can help provide increased opportunities for educa-

tional, health and social improvement in the community. The founda-

tion is a registered charitable organisation with the United States Internal 

Revenue Service, under tax code 501(c)3. Donate today! 

Please turn to the last page for the mailing address. 

During the month of November, we bade farewell to a number of villagers who departed for their 

heavenly home. They included: 

 Claudette Graham, née Abrams, on 1
st
 November, in Guyana. 

 Inez Hamer, Company Road, Buxton.  

 Duncan Bacchus, formerly of Company Road, Buxton Front 

 Cyril Ganga Persaud, 83; formerly of Public Road, Buxton, he died on 12th November, in Canada. 

 Macessia Henry, 41, of Brusche Dam. He lost his life in an automobile accident on WBD road, 

on 13
th
 November. 

 Oscar Thomas, also known as “Cango”, 71; on 14
th
 November, in Guyana. 

 Horace Abrams; aged 85, on 16
th
 November, in Florida, USA 

 Beryl “Ellan” McRae, née Isaacs, on 21
st
 November, 2016, in Brooklyn 

 Elfreida Dover, wife of the late Rigby Dover; 23
rd
 November, in Canada 

 

Buxton-Friendship Heritage Foundation joins in mourning the loss of our be-

loved brothers and sisters, and extends deepest sympathy to the immediate fami-

ly, relatives and friends of those who departed.  
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