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The views expressed in this column 
are solely those of the writer and do not 
necessarily represent the views of the 
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Islamophobia

The Council on 
American Islamic Rela-
tions (CAIR) states that, 
‘ in 2015 there were 78 
recorded incidents in 
which Muslims were tar-
geted. In both Novem-
ber and December 2015, 
there were 17 mosques 
incidents reported during 
each of these months, 
numbers almost equiv-
alent to an entire year’s 
worth of reports from the 
previous two years.’

As far as 2016 is con-
cerned there were 275 
anti-Muslim acts and 
the end of the year is 
still months away. These 
acts have manifested 
themselves in diff erent 
ways. They ranged from 
people hurling insults to 
Muslims in broad day-
light, attacking Islam 
in the media, targeting 
mosques, proposing to 
ban Muslims from enter-
ing America, electronic 
monitoring, and to out-
right murder.

It seems that wher-
ever Muslims turn there 
are obstacles to burden 
them with grief. If they 
lay down their lives for 
America then that is 
not enough. During the 
2016 Democratic Na-
tional Convention Khzir 
Khan spoke from the 
heart about the love of 
his family for the United 
States. His son Huma-
yun joined the Army and 
gave his life so that his 
platoon might live.

But this was not good 
enough for the Repub-
lican candidate Donald 
Trump. He refused to 
acknowledge the con-
tributions of Captain 
Khan; Trump had harsh 
words instead for the 
mother of Captain Khan. 
In the Rio Olympics Ib-
tihaj Muhammad chose 
fencing as her sport and 
wore a hijab during the 

hate and for an investi-
gation into the incident. 
One speaker said that 32 
Muslims died at 9/11 and 
the Muslim communi-
ty also feels the pain. A 
number of other speakers 
called for justice. They 
said that the Bangladesh 
community believes in 
peace and has worked 
with others to keep the 
peace and to build toler-
ance. The 107 Precinct 
was thanked for its hard 
work. Many agreed that 
the dream of Nazma 

Khanam was cut short by 
hate. An Imam said, ‘ we 
are here to stay. We are 
here to build the commu-
nity and to make chang-
es. We want our children 
to make their contribu-
tions and we pray for 
success.’  

Akter Hussain is an 
offi  cer of the New York 
City Police Department 
and a relative of Nazma; 
his call for peace was 
reinforced by the other 
speakers. The Mayor of 
New York City Bill de 
Blasio called on all to 
work tirelessly for peace. 
‘ We must keep away 
from divisive rhetoric,’ 
he said in a statement.

The Public Advocate 
Ms. Leticia James said 
that ‘we need justice, 
we need peace, we need 

unity throughout this 
city. But we also need 
protection around Mus-
lim communities.’ Ms. 
James said that crimes 
against Muslims are oc-
curring too often and that 
is why she is calling for 
protection. She stated 
that Nazma was taken 
away too soon and that 
only light can drive out 
darkness.

Councilman Rory 
Lancman said it was a 
privilege to represent 
the Muslim communi-

ty in the New York City 
Council. Muslims are 
hardworking and are 
proud to be Americans. 
It would be diffi  cult to 
comprehend the tragedy 
but justice rather than 
hate should be the an-
swer. The City, he said, 
should ‘redouble itself to 
ensure that Islamopho-
bia and hatred and xe-
nophobia are not part of 
the conversation in the 
greatest country of the 
world.’

The other speakers 
called for a ‘pushback’ 
on hate and for avenues 
to be created to foster 
greater understanding. 
The Muslim communi-
ty is an important part 
of Queens and women 
should be respected, it 
was concluded. Gover-

nor Andrew Cuomo said 
in a statement that his of-
fi ce supports the call for 
justice. Mohamed Hack 
represented the Queens 
Borough President, Me-
linda Katz. He said that 
everyone should fi ght 
against intolerance and 
hate.

There is much work 
to be done to fi ght Is-
lamophobia. The United 
States is seen as a coun-
try with a Muslim pop-
ulation that holds mod-
erate views on Islam. 
This means that more 
Muslims in the United 
States should be speak-
ing out against extreme 
radicalism and not wait 
‘for another incident’ to 
make their views known.

Keith Ellison, the fi rst 
Muslim to be elected to 
the US Congress, says 
that the signs are hopeful 
as the 2016 Democrat-
ic National Convention 
‘ witnessed a break-
through in Muslim activ-
ism.’  Imam Shamsi Ali 
stated at the 2016 Mus-
lim Parade in New York 
City that American val-
ues and Islamic values 
are inherently the same.

What is needed then 
is more education about 
Islam as 57 percent of 
Americans know little 
about the religion. One 
way to start is to bring 
to the attention of Amer-
icans the life and teach-
ings of the Prophet. In 
his Last Sermon he said, 
‘ treat others justly so 
no one would be unjust 
to you.’  In the Koran 
it says, ‘Good and evil 
deeds are not alike. Re-
quite evil with good, and 
he who is your enemy 
will become your dearest 
friend.’

This is a good start-
ing point to rebut Is-
lamophobia, to build on 
moderation and to pave 
the way for peace and 
tolerance.      

competitions. This drew 
criticisms from extrem-
ist groups that used her 
to spout hate when they 
should have instead cele-
brated Ms. Muhammad’s 

silver medal.
Islamophobia is not 

only growing in Amer-
ica. In Europe, the re-
cent infl ux of refugees 
has hardened attitudes 
towards Muslims.  The 
Pew Research Center re-
ported in July 2016 that 
in Hungary, Italy, Poland 
and Greece, ‘ more than 
six in ten say they have 
an unfavorable opin-
ion of Muslims in their 
country.’

Hate crimes against 
Muslims have risen by 
500 percent since ‘Char-
lie Hebdo’ and there have 
been attacks on mosques 
and Muslims in Britain 
as well. European antip-
athy towards Muslims 
has created a fearful and 
dangerous climate in 
which Islamophobia can 

thrive.
In New York City re-

sentment against Mus-
lims has grown to the 
extent that many of them 
have come to bodily 
harm. In December 2012 
Erika Menendez pushed 
a man to his death in 
front of an oncoming No 
7 train. She said that her 
reason for doing so was 
because she hated, ‘Hin-
dus and Muslims ever 
since 2001 since they put 
down the Twin Towers.’

In August 2016, a 

Queens Imam Maulana 
Akonjee and his assis-
tant Thara Uddin, were 
shot dead as they walked 
home from Saturday 
prayers. This tragedy oc-
curred one block away 
from their mosque and 
in a diverse Ozone Park 
neighborhood. A week 
later, Nazma Khanam 
was stabbed to death as 
she left the family store 
with her husband. These 
deaths saw an outpour-
ing of grief and concern.

The funeral for Naz-
ma was held at Hillside 
Avenue and 168 Street 
in Queens and the streets 
were blocked off  from 
the traffi  c as hundreds 
gathered outside of the 
Jamaica Muslim Center.

 The speakers called 
for an end to bias and 

There is an industry on Islamopho-
bia. It produces literature on hate, 

promotes fear and directs anti-Islamic 
campaigns. During the years 2008 to 
2013 it is estimated that Islamophobic 
groups had over $200 million to ped-
dle hate and misinformation. Money 
and misinformation is a lethal mix.

Has No Place in a Modern Society

An outpouring of emotions at the funeral of 
Nazma Khanam in Queens, New York.


