
The West Indian .  Sep 24, 2016 . Page 50

COMMUNITY
By Dr. DHANPAUL NARINEof The WeekPROFILE

Bharati Kemraj

Bharati Kemraj is a young lady 
with a bundle of charm. She has 

a refreshing approach to life; she 
wants all to function to the best of 
their ability and to do so with the 
joy that honest work brings. Bhara-
ti was born at Meten-Meer Zorg 
on the West Coast of Demerara in 
Guyana. Her dad is Vishnu Sukul, 
a prominent Hindu priest and her 
mom is Chandra, a caregiver. 

Bharati is third 
of six children. She 
attended Meten-Meer 
Zorg government 
school and recalls 
that the teachers were 
strict and there was 
a lot of homework. 
She loved math and 
would take on extra 
assignments to im-
prove her grades. 

Bharati left Guy-
ana for New York 
when she was seven 
years old. Her parents 
had spent some time 
in Holland before 
moving to New York. 
When Bharati joined 
them she was fasci-
nated by the sights 
of the big city. The 
family settled in the 
Bronx and Bharati 
and her sisters went 
to school on the 
Grand Concourse. 

The public school 
was a new and dif-
ferent world. Bharati 
said, ‘This was so 
much unlike Guyana. 
We spoke broken 
Guyanese creole 
and had to learn the 
language quickly. We 
were around children 
from diverse back-
grounds and after a 
while we were able 
to fi t in wonderfully. 
The teachers were 
marvelous.’ Bharati 
did well and received 
commendations for 
good behavior and 
excellent academic 
performance.  

Bharati found 
Ms. Laura to be an 
inspirational teacher. 

There were times when 
Bharati would 
be the teacher 
for a day and 
would impress 
her teachers. The 
family moved and 
Bharati went to 
PS 121and later 
to Middle School 
144 before articu-
lating to Lehman 
High School. 
She enjoyed her 
education and 
remembers recit-
ing the Pledge of 
Allegiance with 
pride. She also 
played the fl ute 
for about three 
years and learned 
music.

The Arts came 
easily to Bharati. 
She picked up 
ceramics, music 
and theater as 
well. Bharati was 
able to experi-
ence the diversity 
of the Bronx at 
fi rst hand. She 
proudly wore her 
bangles and In-
dian clothes and 
would explain 
their signifi cance. 
She also appre-
ciated the culture 
of the other students and 
this became a wonderful 
melting pot. 

Ms. Marantz was 
Bharati’s teacher for 
four years and during 
that time she was able to 
create her own portfolio 
and to see the possibil-
ities of design. Bharati 
graduated from Lehman 
as Class President and 

was also among the top 
students. It was now 
time for college and 
Bharati chose Fordham 
University. It turned out 
to be a wise choice.

She studied Com-
munications and Media 
Studies. Bharati was not 
content to go through 
the routine lectures. 
She took an active role 
in campus activities. 
She busied herself with 
understanding various 
cultures. She said, ‘ the 
more I learned about 

other cultures and 
religions the more I be-
came secure in my own 
religion.’ The Vishnu 
Mandir in the Bronx is a 
welcome haven for mul-
ticulturalism because of 
Bharati’s activism and 
this is a welcome sign in 
these challenging times. 

During her junior 
year in college Bharati 

went for an internship at 
Bronx Net Television. 
She excelled at the inter-
view and was appointed 
to work in the offi  ce. 
The experience proved 
valuable as she worked 
in a variety of areas and 
then moved to the studio 
where she learned about 
television and reporting. 

Bharati was to spend 
six years at Bronx Net 
eventually becoming the 
Assistant to the Execu-
tive Director. She was 
reporting, producing 

shows and hosting some 
television shows as well. 
Bharati also produced 
shows for the Vishnu 
Mandir so that a wider 
audience can be exposed 
to Hinduism. 

Bronx Net off ered 
Bharati the opportunity 
to be ‘hands on’ and it 
gave rein to her talent. 
She was a writer, report-

er, producer, videogra-
pher, director, editor, 
and she also hosted sev-
eral live and pre-taped 
shows dealing with local 
and international issues. 
During the course of her 
stay she trained several 
interns that went on to 
make their own contri-
butions.     

Bharati’s roots in the 
Bronx community run 
deep. She is a dance 
teacher and in 2000 she 
founded the ‘Bharati 
Dance Academy’ at the 

Vishnu Mandir. 
This has proven 
to be hugely 
successful 
and has led to 
the founding 
of ‘Bharati’ 
which is her 
own media and 
public relations 
company. She 
is currently 
the host of the 
‘Bharati Show’ 
that focuses on 
the news, activ-
ities and events 
in and around 
the Bronx. 

As Commu-
nity Board 11 
fi rst Commu-
nity Assistant 
Bharati helped 
to launch and 
maintain the 
Board’s NYC.
Gov website, 
among other 
duties. In 2014 
she became 
Treasurer at 
the Communi-
ty Board and 
Chairperson of 
the Youth and 
Education Plan-
ning Commit-
tees. In 2013 

she graduated from the 
NYPD Citizens Police 
Academy. 

By this time Bhara-
ti’s solid work was 
acknowledged by a wide 
cross-section of the 
Bronx community. In 
2015 she was appointed 
as the Communication 
and Media Liaison to the 
Honorable Ruben Diaz 

Jr., the Bronx Bor-
ough President. This 
position has aff orded 
Bharati the chance to 
observe at fi rst hand 
how the media works 
in furthering the po-
litical discourse. She 
describes Mr. Diaz 
as a warm and caring 
Borough President 
that has the interest 
of every resident of 
the Bronx close to his 
heart.   

Bharati would like 
to thank numerous 
persons for their sup-
port and they include 
her parents Pandit 
Vishnu and Chandra 
Sukul and members 
of her family. Earli-
er this year, a most 
memorable event 
occurred in the life 
of Bharati. She met 
with former President 
Bill Clinton and the 
meeting was most 
cordial.

According to 
Bharati, ‘I greeted 
President Clinton 
and when I told him 
I was from Guyana 
he became excited 
and wanted to talk 
about South America. 
He said that his wife 
Hillary was dedicat-
ed to various causes 
and that they looked 
forward to helping 
the world. We then 
took the Namaste 
picture as a greeting 
to all Hindus and 
peace-loving peo-
ples.’     

There is no doubt 
that Bharati has 
brought respect, 
professionalism and 
recognition to the 
community. She is a 
busybody fi ghting for 
the right causes and 
will defi nitely go far, 
perhaps in politics. 
But whatever hap-
pens Bharati will re-
main fi rmly grounded 
in her culture and be 
an inspiration to all. 
We wish her and her 
family all the best in 
the future.  

Communications and Media Liaison
 to Bronx Borough President
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