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PIANO IMPROVISATIONS

AN EVENING WITH 
DR. PATRICIA CAMBRIDGE 

One of Guyana’s outstanding pianists, winner of the Phillip Pilgrim Memorial Harp (1974) and
graduate of the Boston Conservatory, Dr. Cambridge will perform her unique and exciting 

improvisations of Guyanese and other music.

FRIDAY
OCTOBER 7, 2016
8.00 p.m.
NATIONAL 
CULTURAL 
CENTER
Recital Hall
Donations to the Guyana Musical Arts 
Festival to promote musical development
in communities in Guyana are encouraged.

Dr. Patricia Cambridge (née Smith) is a gradu-
ate of the Boston Conservatory.  She is currently a 
member of the emeriti faculty of Ohio University’s E.W. 
Scripps School of Journalism.  

Dr. Cambridge began studying piano at age five 
and was one of Guyana’s outstanding young pianists, 
winning the Philip Pilgrim Memorial Harp in 1974 for 
her performance in the Grade VIII Royal School of 
Music piano examination. But she was not content to 
play only the piano. While growing up, she played 
violin, double bass, organ, guitar, and steel pan, even 
arranging music for the steel band at Bishops High 
School. 

At 15, Dr. Cambridge earned the distinct honor 
of being the youngest ever accompanist for the Wood-
side Choir, Guyana’s premier adult choir.  At 17, she 
was awarded a Government of Guyana scholarship to 

study music at the Boston Conservatory.  While 
pursuing her studies, she became the assistant 
organist at Boston's Union United Methodist Church.

Upon her return to Guyana, Dr. Cambridge 
became director of music in the Ministry of Educa-
tion.  She also was an active member of the wider 
music community.  She was organist and choir direc-
tor of Trinity Methodist Church, and she again be-
came the Woodside Choir’s accompanist.  She even 
was a guest performer with Harry Whitaker’s jazz 
ensemble on several occasions.

After a few years, Dr. Cambridge immigrated 
to the U.S. and earned an M.A. in international 
administrative studies and a Ph.D. in mass communi-
cation at Ohio University.

Her career change left little time for working 
on a classical music repertoire, so Dr. Cambridge 
would often sit at the piano and im-provise.  Eventu-
ally, she began to share this tal-ent with the Athens, 
Ohio, community where she resides.

Piano Improvisations is available from 
several sources, including Amazon.com, iTunes, CD 
Baby (discs and digital downloads), Google Play 
Music, YouTube, and Spotify.
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Piano Improvisations, an album of 
improvisations on five Guyanese songs—“My Native 
Land,” “To The Hibiscus,” “Let Us Cooperate,” 
Itanami,” and “Sitira Gal.”  The album showcases her 
creativity and versatility.  Her unique style blends her 
music training with her  love of gospel and jazz. 




