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Not Mexican but Berlin Wall 

If Donald Trump wins the US elections, he will not need his wall to keep out 

undocumented workers, murderers and rapists.  But he may well need it to keep in those 

who can from fleeing his version of the United States of America  

Ironically, the most powerful country in the world, one that sees itself as holding the moral high 

ground, bringing pressure on regimes around the world to uphold human rights, open markets 

and democracy; somehow finds itself in a dilemma in which an unprincipled, duplicitous, 

candidate stands within a hair's breadth of becoming the 45th president of the United States of 

America.  In so doing he would become the successor to one of the most respected statesmen 

of the modern era. 

It seemed that The US and the world had taken 

a huge leap forward when Barrack Obama was 

elected to the presidency in 2008.  This seemed 

to signal the ushering in of a new era of hope, 

led by the US which had achieved a new level of 

enlightenment and maturity.    

So how did we detour to this crossroad at which 

the unfit Trump has garnered enough support to 

place him in the position of possibly becoming 

the next president, and moreover why has the 

race appeared close in recent weeks despite the large gap in the relative fitness of the 

candidates to assume the presidency? 

USexit 

In many ways this election cycle was made for a Donald Trump.  He's mining the kind of fatigue 

that fuelled Brexit.  And he's up against a candidate whose decades in public service leaves her 

with a lot of terrain to defended.  Republicans have made tarring her their raison d'être for much 

of that time.  Consequently, while she is arguably the most vetted and investigate politician in 

US politics, the label of not being transparent has stuck to her. 

On the other hand, everyone who has ever worked for Trump has had to sign a non-disclosure 

agreement.   And he is not shy to litigate.  USA reported that Trump has been involved in least 

an astounding 3,500 legal actions. This is reflective of his general modus operandi, which is part 

of the reason that revelations of his unconscionable financial transgressions are only now being 

teased out in drips and drabs.  He is, however, a master of self-aggrandization and media 

manipulation to the extent that he attracts virtually free campaign media coverage.  And people 

feel they know him as he has been in their living rooms for years as a television personality on 

TV realty show The Apprentice. 



This is an illusion, however, at least as far as the informed voter goes.  PolitiFact reports that 

70% of claims made by Trump and fact checked by them were rated as mostly false, false, or 

pants on fire, compared to 27% of claims made by Clinton.  Yet in a NBC/Wall Street Journal 

poll this week, 41% of respondents said Trump was honest and straightforward compared to 

31% for Clinton. 

Paradoxically, apart from the maze of obfuscation spun by Trump, this disconnect in perception 

is also partially due to the rapid advances in communication technology.  Many people now get 

their news from social media, 140 character limit tweets, or TV news with its 24hr news cycle 

that allows for limited depth of coverage.  Investigative journalism required for meaningful 

coverage of an issue or candidate has waned.  These factors have amplified the low-information 

voter phenomenon, which favours the type of personality cult 

attraction that Trump has cultivated. 

Trump has also been able to exploit the dislocation in jobs caused 

by revolutions in technology including manufacturing technology, 

and the lasting after effects of Bush 43's years in office.  He 

exploits this with misleading and divisive rhetoric while positioning 

himself as the change candidate.   

He bundles the complex interwoven after effects of the invasion of Iraq, the 2008 global financial 

meltdown, all contributors to job displacement, the Arab Spring, the refugee crisis, terrorism and 

undocumented immigrants.  And he uses this to support the absurd pronouncements that he will 

build a wall between Mexico and the US, round up and deport all undocumented immigrants, 

ban all Muslims and refugees and scrap international trade agreements.  In so doing he will 

"make America great again." 

Who are Trump Voters?  

The core block of supporters are traditional Republicans.  The country is polarized along 

political lines - party before country.  Although there have been many high profile defections 

such as Bush 41, a majority of Republications are willing to hold their nose and vote for Trump, 

even though he has hijacked the Republican party, inverted it, and reshaped it into a meaner 

hybrid of itself, while abandoning long standing Republican platforms.   

Another group of supporters are working class people who have experienced job market 

dislocations all around them.  They want simple answers to the challenges American and they 

themselves are facing.  This magic bullet thinking is not a condemnation of those supporters, 

and especially of the Millennia in their midst.  As to understand how the concatenation of social, 

economic, technological , demographic, trade and migration changes that have reshaped the 

world, we have to go back at least to 2001 when many of the millennia were still children 

Trump has sold these supporters the simple answers, blaming undocumented workers for 

taking their jobs away and the Democratic administration for overseeing the export of 

manufacturing jobs.  As the messiah they have been looking for, he promises that he will restore 

Donald's dog whistle illusion: 

 He will say Duck to his constituents   

- later his surrogates will claim he said 

Rabbit. 



their jobs and reduce their taxes, whereas his tax proposal in fact benefits mainly high income 

individuals and companies. 

He has also energised the alt-right with divisive rhetoric and brought them out into main stream 

much more so than they have been before.  He communicates "dog whistle" messages to them 

through his trademark ambiguous statements, which he or his surrogates can later walk back to 

mean something quite different if necessary. 

The Debate and Trump's Achilles Heel 

The important, highly anticipated, first debate between the candidates takes place on Monday 

night.  Trump is no match for Hillary Clinton on policy.  But she is no match for Trump as an 

attention grabber.  He is a master of the jab and the put-down.  He has no shame, so calling him 

out on the innumerable lies he is guaranteed to deliver during the ninety minutes will have 

absolutely no effect on him.  And she cannot match loud and insulting behaviour with him. 

No one knows which Trump will turn up - the bombastic Trump or the more constrained, trust-

me humble clone his campaign manager Kellyanne Conway has conjured up in order to appeal 

to a broader audience.  He is a chameleon who can switch roles and even reverse his entire 

belief system on a dime.  

To be sure, he is more comfortable in bombastic, bullying, insulting mode, and this has proven 

to be very successful for him in the primaries where he vanquished his seventeen republican 

competitors who were much more versed on subject matter, policy and global affairs.   

The Clinton campaign is justifiably concerned that he will continue to be graded on the curve 

that she will be posed tougher questions than he, and the extent to which the moderator will 

play a leadership role in fact checking and re-pose questions he does not address.  

On her part, she has to come across as not being evasive in her answers.  She has to be 

prepared to talk to the email issue and respond to smears on her record in government.  

This debate will not be won on the logic of the arguments alone.  The debate will be won on who 

comes out appearing in control and poised.  Hillary has to be relaxed, demonstrate her mastery 

of subject matter without being boring, and dismiss Trump without being too overtly 

condescending.  Issues such as being a change agent, who can best handle the economy and 

who can stand up for America in the international arena are important areas of debate 

preparation.  Here Hillary can demonstrate her competence and build up points.   

Vanity, however, is Trump's Achilles heel.  This is the key to de-masking him and revealing his 

true temperament, and his unfitness to assume the Presidency.  This is the single biggest 

opportunity for Clinton in the debate.   Trump needs to feel idolized by audiences.  And he 

needs to feel he is the superior intellect in the room.  He would react badly to appearing to be a 

Charlie Brown in the presence of Lucy (holding the football), or be shown to be, as Hillary 

Clinton said, "A man you can bait with a tweet." 



A look, gesture or not acknowledging Trump could be the trigger.  He cannot stop himself from 

reflexively retaliating with a stream of vitriol on any perceived slight or injury to his grandiose 

self-image.  This has often been demonstrated by Trump's stream of poisonous tweets, that his 

campaign is attempting to curb in their Empathetic-Trump make over.  

In an example of his poor impulse control, when he heard that fellow billionaire and critic Mark 

Cuban will sit in the front row of the debate at the invitation of the Clinton campaign, Trump 

Tweeted on Saturday, “If dopey Mark Cuban of failed Benefactor fame wants to sit in the front 

row, perhaps I will put Jennifer Flowers right alongside of him!"   Flowers are a former sexual 

partner of Bill Clinton. 

If all goes well we may well be spared from the prospect of the code in his pocket and Trump's 

famous hands on the button.  


