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At the start of the new school year, on 5th September, the students of Buxton 

Primary School (Missionary), outfitted in their traditional green uniform, showed 

up for regular classes at the building that also  houses Company Road Primary 

School (Methodist). They are being temporarily accommodated there until their 

old school building is replaced with a new or improved structure. 

Just before the reopening of schools, Guyana’s Minister of Education, Dr. Ru-

pert Roopnaraine, disclosed that his ministry would submit a proposal to con-

struct a new building with adequate facilities for Buxton Primary School, for in-

clusion in the 2017 national budget. It is however likely that the new building 

would be constructed at a different location within the area since the space at 

the current site is considered inadequate by education officials. “We may have 

to move to a new location because, if we want to provide playground and facili-

ties, we don’t want the children to be crowded up in a building. Ideally speaking, 

all schools should be placed in a situation where you have adequate playground 

facilities so that children can breathe out of school. I am trying to get all these 

things in a state of readiness to present to the Minister of Finance who is ulti-

mately the decision maker in this,” the minister reportedly noted. 

BACK AT SCHOOL 
FRONT PAGE PHOTO 

Pupils of Buxton Primary 

(green uniform) and Com-

pany Road Primary (blue 

uniform) learning togeth-

er in a class at CRPS.  
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On July 31, 2016, God made a way for me to 

travel to Guyana on a mission trip. I thank God 

for choosing and sending me on this divine 

journey and I thank all the obedient saints who 

were vessels of His Blessings to provide the fi-

nances for this trip. 

My main purpose of this trip was to complete 

the erection of a Play Center that was donated 

to the children of All God’s Little Children, Inc. 

by Brother Max and Sister Brenda Pickett of the 

Wilson Pickett Foundation. I was also excited to 

help a homeless family begin their housing pro-

cess to acquire a home with a donation from 

Sister Cecelia “Ciel” Morgan who also made a 

donation to help someone in urgent need, but 

God allowed five families to be blessed. 

The erection of the Play Center project had 

some challenges such as a flood-prone environ-

ment and security of the structure. 

As a result the area had to be sand-filled to 

elevate the height of the surface of the terrain, and a fence had to 

be built around the structure to prevent vandalism and unauthor-

ized use of the play unit. Also, the main gate to the property had 

to be repaired. 

These additional works were not catered for financially, but 

“God makes provision for His vision” and with proceeds from the 

sale of a Mercedes Benz vehicle from Dr. Shevin Pollydore, we 

were able to complete all the needed works. 

God blessed us with a team of diligent 

workers and we were able to do the fol-

lowing; 

 Clear the land 

 Secure the building materials 

 Erect the security fence 

 Procure truckloads of sand and pour it 

in the new enclosure 

 Build a foundation for the structure  

 Erect the play center 

 Repair the main gate. 

This project was truly a labor of love and 

it was truly a rewarding feeling to see the 

Play Center finally erected and “Faith in 

Action”.   

The donation towards housing went to 

Mrs. King and family, who experienced a 

series of bad experiences namely: 

 Loss of her husband and bread winner 

of the family 

 Loss of their home due to arson 

 Her youngest daughter developed 

mental problems 

 Another daughter died suddenly 

(Continued on page 3) 

ALL GOD’S LITTLE CHILDREN DONATE 

NEW PLAY CENTRE & BACKPACKS 

 *New Play Center for the  Kids*                         

*New Backpacks for School*  
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On Thursday, November 10, 2016, an expert team of medical doctors, nurses and technicians from New Jer-

sey, USA will provide a one-day medical outreach at the Buxton Health Centre. The group will be led by Dr. 

James T. Cort, a prominent Internal Medicine practitioner, and will also include doctors who specialize in chil-

dren and men’s health, as well as eye care. 

Patients will be afforded comprehensive medical examination, electrocardiogram (ECG), cholesterol screening, 

blood and eye tests, and urinalysis. Ample supplies of prescription drugs will also be dispensed.  

This is a free, life-saving service provided to a select few disadvantaged communities in the country. Buxton is 

one of them to benefit from this programme undertaken by Guyana Medical Mission, an affiliate of the Carib-

bean Medical Mission of New Jersey. 

Hundreds of residents in our extended village community eagerly look forward to the visit from these physi-

cians every year. But while the team of medical professionals give freely of their time, expertise and available 

resources year after year, the group needs help in procuring prescription drugs and medical supplies for the 

many persons who need them. In this regard, they have reached out to organizations like Buxton-Friendship 

Heritage Fund (USA) for contribution and support. 

Due to the overwhelming positive feedback received from residents, Buxton-Friendship Heritage Fund would 

like to continue giving its support to this mission. We are therefore asking villagers and friends in the diaspora 

to make donations to help pay for the prescription drugs to be dispensed. Please make your cheque/money or-

der payable to Buxton-Friendship Heritage Fund and send it to 454 Vermont Street, Brooklyn, NY 11207.  Your 

donation may be fully tax-deductible in the USA. 

We would like to take this opportunity to extend our deepest condolences to the family and colleagues of Dr. 

Berman Saunders who passed away this month in New Jersey, USA. He was one of the co-founders of Guyana 

Medical Mission and a member of the visiting team to Buxton. 

 

Medical Outreach in Buxton 

Mrs. King is aggressively pursuing a home for herself 

and the rest of her family while she shuttles from 

place to place. The donation will go towards the 

down payment to acquire a home through a govern-

ment-assisted project or Habitat for Humanity. 

Instead of blessing one family with a donation from 

Sister Ciel Morgan, God led me to five families, in-

cluding one mother who broke down in tears and 

was in a state of disbelief because the donation she 

received was the exact amount she was praying for to 

buy the items needed to send her children back to 

school. This was a testimony that God answers pray-

ers and she agreed and He is an “On time God’. 

The Saturday sessions were suspended while I was 

there so the volunteers could take a break. So, I was 

not able to interact with them, but I did meet with 

the volunteers to discuss the distribution of the back-

packs donated by members of BFS and other donors. 

(Continued from page 2) This was truly a very rewarding mission trip. With 

the help of Bethel Family Church and other donors, I 

can proudly say Mission Accomplished. The kids will 

be very excited to experience the joy of playing on 

the play center which is the only one in the whole 

Buxton/Friendship community. 

Now that we have a play center, I envisage a Kid-

dies Entertainment Center, complete with a trampo-

line and air castle bouncer. The Center will be open 

to the kids of the community on weekends, and re-

freshments will be made available. 

This trip was a testament to the definition of Faith as 

written in Hebrews 1:11. Today we have the Evidence 

of Things Not Seen. 

A dedication ceremony for the new play center is 

being planned to thank God for his Blessings and also 

for faithful Vessels of his Blessings like you who donat-

ed in prayer, gifts and finances. 

 

~Brother Weygand Gardner 

ALL GOD’S LITTLE CHILDREN MISSION REPORT 
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Modern management techniques emphasise a major 

role for stakeholder participation in decision making 

relative to the execution of projects. In fact, this year’s 

theme for EDUCATION MONTH aptly captures the con-

cept: ‘’Each child matters: Stakeholders unite for the 

enhancement of education’’. In the process of under-

taking the project to rehabilitate the building that hous-

es the Buxton Primary and Hendon’s Nursery Schools, 

while stakeholders were consulted, their views were 

not considered; a travesty to effective project manage-

ment. Has the Ministry of Education considered the 

sentiments of that theme in dealing with the matter at 

caption? Just before school reopened for the academic 

year 2016-2017, the local press reported that the Minis-

ter of Education indicated that a new school will be 

built for Buxton in 2017.  Based on the current disposi-

tion of the Minister of Finance and the track- record of 

the Minister of Education relative to promises, a new 

school for Buxton is written on ice. What justification 

will the Minister of Education present to Cabinet to 

convince them of urgency or the need for a new struc-

ture? The fact is that constructive thinking and astute 

leadership would have informed the Regional Demo-

cratic Council and the Ministry of Education that there 

are economically viable solutions to all the negative 

issues that they have raised relative to the project and 

the existence of the schools.  

The follow-

ing infor-

mation was 

forwarded to 

the leaders of 

the Political 

Party to which 

I am affiliated: 

An appeal 

for the review 

of the decision 

to terminate 

the Hendon’s 

Nursery and to build a new school for Buxton Primary 

The people of Buxton hereby humbly request the 

intervention of the Alliance for Change in helping us 

to preserve our heritage while at the same time ensur-

ing prudent spending of the nation’s scarce financial 

resources. Buxton does not need a new school. 

Buxton Primary started as Arundel Congregational 

School (Missionary) in the late 1840s. Hendon’s Nurse-

ry opened its doors in 1971 at a location opposite the 

Arundel Congregational Church and relocated to the 

ground floor of the Buxton Primary School building in 

1980. Presently, there is no school in Buxton. 

(Continued on page 5) 

HAYNES CITE 
BUXTON PRIMARY/HENDON’S NURSERY 
SCHOOL SAGA: INCOMPETENCE OR INJUSTICE? 

Abandoned Buxton Primary School 

By Anthony Haynes 

We would like to express our profound gratitude for the support received from our donors, patrons 

and friends in our tireless mission to provide children in Buxton with basic tools for a good education. 

We recently received generous contributions of school supplies from Sister Cora Vasconcellos of Queens, 

New York and Brother Simba Mwanza (Basil Blair, Jr.) of London, England.  We greatly appreciate for 

their kindness. 

We also want to take this opportunity to thank Brother Shawn McDonald of Brooklyn, New York for 

facilitating donations of medical supplies to Buxton-Friendship Heritage Fund.  

Acknowledgement 
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Comparative EVALUATION OF THE ISSUES: 

(Continued from page 4) BUXTON PRIMARY SCHOOL SAGA: 

INCOMPETENCE OR INJUSTICE? 

# RDC#4 / MINISTRY OF EDUCATION BUXTON 

      

1 Structurally defective building that is 

a threat to public safety due to years 

of neglect. 

After examination by several technical personnel including a Structural Engi-

neer, Dr. Clifton Inniss, the building is found to be structurally and environ-

mentally safe although it possesses some aesthetic and suitability infirmi-

ties. 

2 Low population of the primary school The Department of Education, Reg.4 is responsible for placing children at 

the school. In recent time, it is reported that they have been encouraging 

parents to register their children at other schools- a contravention of the 

catchment area policy of the Ministry. 

3 Limited space for recreation The Arundel Congregational Church has offered to allow the students to use 

space in their compound for recreation. That information was communicat-

ed to the Department of Education several years ago. There is also a plot of 

land south of the school that can be acquired by the state for this purpose, if 

so desired. 

The fact is most of the top primary and secondary schools in Region 4, in-

cluding Georgetown, do not have sufficient recreational space. Success Ele-

mentary, St. Margarets Primary and Apex Education readily come to mind. 

4 Allowing the Primary and Nursery stu-

dents to be together do not contribute 

to a child-friendly environment 

The Department of Education or the Ministry of Education has not presented 

any empirical data to support this hypothesis. However, we believe that thir-

ty-six years of amicable coexistence provides sufficient justification for dual 

occupancy.   We therefore see no reason for the separation of the students 

at the two levels.  The move is seen as regressive since it can be juxtaposed 

to segregation of males and females in the schoolhouse. 

In 1990, President H.D. Hoyte approved the coexistence of the Nursery and 

Primary Schools at Strathspey after the Buxton model was cited. 

5 Building was not constructed to ac-

commodate a ground floor, is low and 

cluster-phobic. 

Since its rehabilitation in February 1920, the structure housed a ground 

floor that accommodated the children in the PREP CLASSES (Grades 1 and 

2) until 1980. Five years ago, the son of the founder of the Hendon’s Nurse-

ry School, a contractor, refurbished the ground floor of the structure. There 

was never a case where any student or teacher had to be removed from the 

school because of an environmentally related illness or issue in 96 years. 

To satisfy current building/environmental standards we propose that the 

first floor of the building be elevated. 

6 The building requires forty million dol-

lars ($40,000,000) to be rehabilitat-

ed 

This suggestion may be considered criminal. We are convinced that the sum 

budgeted for the rehabilitation of the structure in 2016 is adequate. We 

emphatically suggest that this sum be utilized to rehabilitate the building so 

that the students of the two schools can be comfortably housed. The pro-

posed Bill of Quantities indicates the degree of intervention that is possible. 

7 Disregard for heritage and political 

implication 

Buxton Primary and Hendon’s Nursery are our heritage. The Buxton battle 

song was composed within those walls. A former Minister of Education was 

molded in that environment. The government has been encouraging com-

munities around the country to preserve and defend their heritage, are we 

different? 

After passing $15M in the 2016 National Budget to repair this structure, will 

it demonstrate competence by the Government to abort the process, based 

on a grossly flawed and fraudulent report? 
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Continued from page 9 

 

The State has provided fifteen million dollars in the 2016 budget for the rehabilitation of the schools. The sum 

is deemed adequate to facilitate necessary works on the structure as is detailed below. 
 

Proposed Bill of Quantities for the Rehabilitation of the Building that housed the 

Hendon’s Nursery and the Buxton Primary Schools 

HAYNES CITE: INCOMPETENCE OR INJUSTICE? 

Please permit me to extend congratulations to Mr. Lionel Gill 

on reaching the milestone of ninety years on this side of the vine-

yard. The event was celebrated with family and friends at his 

home on Middle Walk, Buxton on Sunday, September 18, 2016.  

Mr. Gill is a former employee of GuySuCo and a Sugar Union 

Representative; he is still consulted on matters of Industrial Rela-

tions. May the Blessings of his Lord and Saviour continue to be 

with him! 

A decision relative to my request is still pending.  

(Continued on page 7) 

Only the summary 

extracted for this 

article 

 

90 Not Out 

# DESCRIPTION   COLLECTION TOTAL 

1 PRELIMINARIES     

         

6,150,001 

2 REHABILITATION OF FOUNDATION     

            

902,680 

3 REHABILITATION OF FIRST FLOOR     

         

3,380,000 

4 EXTENSION OF GROUND FLOOR WALLS   

            

690,000 

5 CEILING TO GROUND FLOOR CLASSROOM   

            

604,500 

6 FIRST FLOOR EXTERNAL WALLS       

            

749,000 

7 FIRST FLOOR EXTERNAL DOORS       

            

240,000 

8 STAIRWAY SHEDS       

            

252,000 

9 KITCHENETTE TO FIRST FLOOR       

            

496,000 

10 

KITCHENETTE & OFFICE  TO GROUND FLOOR 
(27'x10') Extension to western side       

         

1,451,660 

            

          14,915,841 
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Juan Haynes 

Congratulations are extended to a lanky, sev-

enteen-year-old, ardent Manchester United 

Football fan, Juan Anthonio Haynes. Juan, a 

former student of the New Guyana School 

would have obtained nine grade ones (six dis-

tinctions) and two grade twos at the May-

June 2016 CSEC examinations. He has since 

joined his little brother, Samuel, at Queen’s 

College where he is pursuing CAPE accredita-

tion in his quest of becoming a Chemical Engi-

neer. All of his academic life, some fourteen 

years until now, was spent at the New Guy-

ana School. He enjoys playing cricket and is 

very enthusiastic about athletics. Juan is the 

drummer at the New Life Tabernacle Church 

on Buxton Middle-walk. 

Congratulations 

In the last article, I indicated that the three motions I 

submitted to the Council will be up for debate at the 

September statutory meeting. The motions related to 

increase remuneration for Councillors, presentation of 

Tender Board Minutes and the provision of a Council-

lor’s Secretariat. After presenters from the PPP/C and 

the APNU/AFC spoke in favour of the resolution, 

when it was put to the floor thirteen councillors voted 

in favour of the resolution while the nine APNU coun-

cillors abstained. The other two resolutions saw argu-

ments for and against the resolution. However, they 

were not put to the floor but were vetoed by the 

Chairman. The estimate for the proposed rehabilita-

(Continued from page 6) 
tion to the Buxton Primary/ Hendon’s Nursery build-

ing, prepared by yours truly, was presented to the 

Council for consideration. The Chairman has ruled 

that the estimate be considered at the next statutory 

meeting.    

Based on the arguments and actions of the Chairman 

and councillors at the meeting, it is clear that the AP-

NU faction of the council has no intention to change 

the shenanigans or the incompetence at the agency.  

 

Whea giney bird a halla na deh she a lay! 

 

Until the next time, to God be the Glory.  

HAYNES CITE: REGIONAL UPDATE 
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Dear Buxtonians, 

Wah de Story Seh? 

I hear the voice of a woman and she is not my mother. I hear her everywhere I go. Her voice embodies those 

of women and girls from past generations of Buxtonians.  

I recall early mornings in the village, when the dew is still on the grass and roosters are crowing in the yards 

far and near.  I hear a low murmur of my neighbors’ indistinct voices punctuate the sounds of clinking pans.  

Women are talking to children behind closed doors as they are beginning to have breakfast, or take a shower. 

Those women’s voices become more distinct as the sun rises in the sky and the dew evaporates and daily activi-

ties start proper. What they say in the yard, bottom-house, porch, kitchen, or bedroom filter to the road side, 

the paling, or clear across the neighborhood. Choose your spot, pull up a chair, and listen: 

Gyurl, come back here; you drink yuh tea? Drink yuh tea before gas tek yuh over, and then yuh go to obeah 

man to see if somebody do yuh. Yuh make up yuh bed; yuh sweep the house; yuh wipe down the backsteps; 

yuh fetch up the water; yuh fill up the goblet; you wake up late. When I was your age, I used to cook my father 

food before day clean; I didn’t go far in school; yuh hear? Yuh better tek yuh book; I sending yuh to school to 

take yuh book—not to tek man. Wait, is that yuh Sunday panty yuh wearing? Take it off right now; tek it off 

and hang it pon duh Sunday nail; money don’t grow on trees; don’t shrink yuh face when I talking to you; pick 

pride girl; you are a girl child; yuh want to become a lazy, dutty woman? Leh me smell your armpits; how m—

a—n—n—y times. I. must. tell. you. pick. pride, eh? Wash under your arm with this lime; cut it like this; rub it 

good like this; since when you shaving under there? Rub it good like this—so you don’t smell like a Boonya!; 

you late? Is that what yuh saying?—Being poor doesn’t mean yuh have to be dirty; get-in-that-bathroom; you 

wash your small things? Hang them under the house. Yuh don’t want yuh brothers to see them; run carry dis 

box han’ to Boya Forde; I gone use me box han to add on a bedroom to dis house. Wuh? you don’t want to 

walk down Buxton Line top by Baby Jervis because boys gon trouble yuh? Put yuh head straight; young dungs 

tree must be full a plimpla; yuh make yourself grass, ass go eat yuh; and don’t even think yuh bringing belly 

here fuh disgrace this family; take yuh education; pick pride girl; people must see yuh before they hear yuh—

moderate your speech, lower your voice; put duh rice in duh pot when the water boiling; move closer; don’t 

go on like yuh have two left han’; this is how yuh gon cook rice when yuh get yuh own house; when yuh come 

home after school wash the pot, soak the pot—is that what 

you mumbling? So that is what you going to do when you get 

your husband? Is that how I train you? And when yuh go to 

wake house don’t eat food; yuh never know who lef’ lef’ deh 

giving children; when cousin Joe give yuh a small piece, don’t. 

spend. it. on. sweetie; put it in the penny bank and save up for 

Christmas; you gon save duh money and buy nice clothes to 

make appearance; you gon get you own vex money; one-one 

dutty build dam; and when you meet a boy dat like yuh, don’t 

stand up at the street corner and brace up ah deh lantern post 

like a bad ooman; bring the boy home; he must ask home fuh 

yuh; we have to know his intentions. You shame? You shame? 

Yuh Nen-Nen Melda almost marry she cousin; yuh hear me? if 

it wasn’t for Uncle Joe we woulda neva know he is she cousin; 

that is shame, girl; pick pride, I tell yuh. 

(Continued on page 9) 

Wha de Story Seh 

Women Taakin’, ‘Bhuzin’, and Teachin’ 
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The stories, I just told you are how I hear village women taakin’.  By woman-taakin’, a ubiquitous practice 

among mothers and othermothers and children, especially the girl-children, mothers and othermothers speak to 

us, descendants, onlookers, and eavesdroppers who are sometimes the unintended audiences, and we learn.  

These woman-taakin’ practices occur while children perform everyday activities. Women’s talk constitutes a 

kind of constant drum beat that transforms the rhythms of life of how women and girls live. One woman 

taakin’ teaches the village. As a consequence, we carry our women’s voices from childhood where those voices 

become latent and active maps that we access as we travel though life.  

Woman-taakin’ is also a kind of abuse. It comprises constant invectives that we call “bhuzing”. Bhuzin’ causes 

trauma and ruptures innocence. It awakens our awareness to class, economic status, gender, age, identity, and 

survival.  

Be warned! Woman-taakin’ transcends village and national borders and turns up in places where you least 

expect. To this day, housecleaning and self-care are embedded practices of mine. When I came to the United 

States and saw my college mates wash their underwear with the kitchen towels, I think of what the village 

women would say to my college mates! They might catch a ‘busing. To this day, I feel guilty when I do not 

distinguish my good “dress” panties from my home panties! 

To this day when I want to begin my day without a hot drink, I am transported back to the village and into 

the yard where I hear the voice of Cousin Henrietta who is not my blood relative ask—yuh drink yuh tea? I 

resist leaving home without drinking my hot tea. And even when I do, I wonder what if gas takes me over? I 

wouldn’t have anyone to blame; I don’t even live near an obeah man to whom I could go find out if some-

body really do me!  I drink my tea damn tea, as the she says. Truly, I walk and talk with dead women. How 

about you?  

Walk good. 

Dr. Pauline F. Baird 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, 

UNIVERSITY OF GUAM 

(Continued from page 8) 

Wha de Story Seh: Women Taakin’, ‘Bhuzin’, and Teachin’ 

Drinks 

Bar 

Up Close & Personal With Henry Rodney 
Laugh Yu Belly Full  

Saturday, October 22, 2016 

from 8:00 p.m. 

355 East 49th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11203 

(Between Linden Blvd and Church Avenue) 

 

Ticket Donation: $20  *    Complimentary Buffet  

 

Proceeds go to the Henry Rodney Medical Fund 
 

For Ticket & More Information, call: 

John Newton: 347-881-7055 Owen Ifill: 646-894-4256 



Page 10 BUXTON-FRIENDSHIP Express 

In my book, there are many fami-

lies in Buxton who have gone 

above and beyond the call of duty 

to provide the village with its edu-

cational fuel. The Butts-Telford 

family is a perfect example. They 

have always been at the forefront, 

providing enlightenment to the 

dispossessed.  And so, when Mrs. 

Judith James was appointed as a 

teacher at the Bladen Hall Multilat-

eral School it was no surprise. After 

all, she was just following in the 

eminent footsteps of her parents 

and other extended family mem-

bers who have been superb educa-

tors. 

My first encounter with Teacher 

Judy did not go well - let’s say it 

was inauspicious. The ordeal began 

when this teacher simply asked Da-

vid Hinds and me not to be so noisy 

during one of our many pointless 

debates. We did not take her needed rebuke as 

we should, so our response was aggressive and 

honestly disrespectful. There and then, we were 

confronted with the wrath of a vicious "tongue 

whipping" ever given to us by a teacher. 

Mind you, Colin Garnett (Burke), the Head 

Prefect, had warned us not to mess with this 

teacher. Upon reflection, he must have had a 

taste of her earlier, during that same day. Any-

way, we thoughtlessly did not listen to Colin. 

Well, we were in for a rude awakening. Our 

immaturity and stupidity were met with the 

most blistering scolding. The “ooman” literally 

cussed us out. It was so painful, I later went and 

apologized to her. I would never forget what 

she said to me that day, “You are a smart boy, 

act like it.” Teacher Judy made it clear, she 

would not allow any disruptive behaviors to 

cower her into intimidation.  From that day on, 

QUINTIN REMEMBERS  

Teacher Judy 
I have had a special respect 

for Teacher Judy. I have since 

learned to speak softly, 

knowing that “Quiet speech 

is a mark of refinement.” 

And, like Judy, when I be-

came a teacher I never al-

lowed ill-mannered students 

to overawe me with their 

tantrums.  

The next week Teacher Judy 

was actively advocating for 

me to become the captain of 

'B' House. In those days, a 

teacher’s voice counted.  She 

wanted me to be the House 

captain, so be it,  everybody 

voted for me. It was my first 

“bigtime” elected office. Sub-

sequently, I have been elect-

ed to several positions of in-

fluence. It was unbelievable!  

Undoubtedly, Teacher Judy 

recognized something in me that I had not seen in myself. 

Despite my offensive behavior, she was still remissive and 

supportive. Most teachers would have kicked me to the curb 

with malice; instead, she was merciful. Teacher Judy had 

that exceptional saving-grace quality to see the best in us 

when we do not see it in ourselves. 

Teacher Judy was that teacher every student admired. She 

was always humble, happy, and a sight to behold. She was 

one of a very few teachers who respected every student. As 

students, we could always depend on her to defend us when 

we were in trouble with Mr. Mason, the headmaster, who 

never smiled. Her relentless affinity to boost morale, espe-

cially during inter-school sporting competitions was, at all 

times, unshakable.  

She was a special teacher, able to bring life to Art and 

Craft, making it real and relevant. Her classroom was always 

stimulating as she exposed her students to germane concepts 

- fashioning sandals from cardboard, pots and pans from 

clay, and artistic mosaics and collages from odds and ends. 

(Continued on page 11) 

The late Judith Agnes James, neé Telford 
11 March, 1952 ~ 29 August, 2016 
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20 December, 2002 ~ 29 August, 2016 
 

Junior, as he was fondly called, passed away peacefully  on August 29, 2016 at 

his home in Brooklyn, New York. He was just 13 years of age and set to begin his 

high school education, when he took his angel wings. 

He was the eldest of three sons born to his adoring mother, Sharon Philander. 

He was also the son of his affectionate father, Michael Adams, Sr. 

Junior is also greatly missed by his caring grandmother, Eileen Campbell-Gill and 

grandfather, Tony Philander; loving brothers-Joshua, Mickel and Malik; his many 

aunts, uncles, cousins, great-aunts, great-uncles, other relatives and friends. 

Michael Joseph Adams, Jr. 

Recent Transitions 

I hadn’t seen or heard about Teacher Judy in quite a while until I came across a photograph of her as I was 

editing last month’s issue of Buxton-Friendship Express. She and her siblings had posed with their mother, who 

was celebrating her 90
th
 birthday, at a party held to honour the matriarch. It was quite an endearing scene. I 

immediately called my co-editor, Lorna Campbell, and said to her, “Wow, Teacher Judy looks beautiful; she 

hasn’t aged a bit.” Lorna agreed saying, “She always looks good; the last time I saw her she looked like a teen-

ager.” We talked about Judy’s pleasant personality and how stately she walked.  

It was around 10:00 p.m. on Monday night, August 29
th
 when Lorna and I had this conversation as we final-

ized the newsletter. It was released online about 1:45 a.m. the following morning. 

Lo and behold, later that Tuesday, I got a message from a friend in New York that Teacher 

Judy was the victim of a fatal road accident. It appears that she met her demise just around 

the time she crossed our editorial lens. 

What a terrible loss! Those of us who were touched in some way or the other by Teacher 

Judy will remember her for her Great Spirit. May her dear soul rest in peace! 

(Continued from page 10) 

We join with the bereaved families of Buxtonians who recently departed this life for their heavenly home. May 

their dear souls rest in eternal peace! 

 Michael Joseph Adams, Jr., 13 years of age, on  29
th
 August, 2016 in Brooklyn, NY 

 Judith Agnes James, neé Telford, formerly of Old Road, Buxton Front; 29
th
 August, 2016 in New 

Jersey, USA. She was the daughter of Mrs. Ruby Telford and the late Woodrow Telford; mother of Sherryl 

James; grandmother of Sidney Ricardo; mother-in-law of Ricky Ricardo, Sr.; sister of Lynette, Frankie, Cher-

yl, Desiree and the late Bertie Telford; aunt, cousin and friend of many. 

 Maudlane Tiwari, also known as Enid Baron, formerly of Old Road, Buxton Front; 14
th
 Septem-

ber, 2016 in Maryland, USA. 

 Jean Punch, 16
th
 September, 2016, in Guyana. She was 79 years old. 

 Stella Paul, neé Sam, in Guyana 

 Keith Gentle, formerly of Old Road, Buxton Front; in Canada. 

Remembering Teacher Judy 
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TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION 

The Buxton-Friendship Heritage Fund, Inc. is a 

registered charitable organization under the U.S. 

Internal Revenue Service 501(c)3 tax code. Dona-

tions made to the Fund are deductible as it applies 

to the donor’s tax situation. 

Cheques and money orders should be sent to Bux-

ton-Friendship Heritage Fund, Inc. at 454 Vermont 

Street, Brooklyn, NY 11207 in the U.S.A. 

We hope we can count on you for your kindness 

and generosity in the very near future. 
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