
DIASPORA TIMES MONTHLY NEWSMAGAZINE                                                            VOLUME 2  ISSUE  6 

 1  

I n  T h e  N e w s  

WHAT AN EXCITING  

POLITICAL SEASON 

A 14-Month Report 
Card of APNU+AFC:? 

50 and Counting 

Governing Guyana 

from abroad 

JUNE 2016 

GUYANA’S  

lily coast 

WHA’ MO’ YO’ WANT? 

Remembering  

Michael Jackson 

RECORD CROWD AT 

"TASTE OF GUYANA" IN 

BARBADOS 

CITA PILGRIM IS  

GUYANA'S CONSUIL  

GENERAL TO BARBADOS 

How Those Cannons Got  
to Camp Ayanganna 

DIASPORA 
TIMES I NTERNAT IONAL 



DIASPORA TIMES MONTHLY NEWSMAGAZINE                                                            VOLUME 2  ISSUE  6 

 2  

50  
AND  
COUNTING  

W 
hile our editor takes a well-earned break 
after her visit to Guyana for the 50th An-
niversary Celebrations, I am sitting in her 

chair without the GT experience. 

As some of our contributors state in this issue, this is 
a time for sober reflection, now that the partying, 
shouting, pomp and ceremony and fireworks are 
over. We might bemoan the state of our youthful 
civil and social fabric in Guyana but we can take 
heart as spectators to the stresses and strains in new 
organizations like the European Union and even in 
the more established countries as the fractious Unit-
ed Kingdom and a severely divided United States. 
The global terrain is filled with volcanic uncertainty, 
erupting into unpredictable social, political and eco-
nomic upheavals. There is a rise in nativism as the 
older generations and power groups struggle to ac-
commodate the new ‘outsiders’ – men and women 
capable of hard menial work but also highly technical 
and administrative functions. It is not merely racial 
prejudice but the fear of displacement, not only by a 
global workforce in distant places, but by the north-
ern workplaces welcoming reliable ‘south of the bor-
der’ labor. These movements pose threats to a mid-
dle class that technology will displace permanently. It 
is a confusing time that requires careful thought but 
vigorous action to overcome prejudices against those 
who threaten our entrenched beliefs. And to head 
off the revolution against the few with so much. 

These stresses are also in the 50 year old body politic 
of Guyana, as groups observe in the breach edicts for 
equality, while unraveling the national motto with 
lack of consultation or launch aggressive attacks on 
the simplest superficial snafus. Surely, our tiny nation 
can agree on a transparent framework for enlarging 
this thinly crusted pie and on sharing the bounteous 
resources and opportunities, as evenly as we can, 
among all who wish to contribute. 

It is not the 50 years traveled but what aggressive 

steps we take now to create a national ethos, to 

build a modern country while leapfrogging all the 

evils that more developed countries have made in 

their haste to exploit their fellow citizens, creating 

fear, want and anxiety. 

Editorial – June 2016 

By Desmond Roberts 
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Governing Guyana 

from abroad 
By Kojo Nnamdi 

I 
f you’re a Guyanese living in the dias-
pora, it’s easy to denounce Donald 
Trump. Harder to recognize Trump’s 

politics as the way of life in Guyana for the 
past 50 years. At least that’s the way the 
political opposition has always seen it. 
When Blacks are in power, they build a wall 
to keep Indians out. When Indians are in 
power, they build a wall to keep Blacks out. 

I can hear the denials now. “No, we didn’t 
do that, they did.” “They started it!” 
“They’re much worse than we are!” 

But the parties that have tried to break 
down that wall (think WPA and AFC), 
they’re relegated to minority status, sup-
porters of the major parties suspicious of 
their motives. “They’re really working for 
the other side.” 

So after 50 years of Independence, the 
country is as divided as ever, its storied po-
tential stymied by a seemingly implacable 
racial and political rivalry. But hope springs 
eternal in the human breast, so one can 
dream that a coalition that won an election 
by a mere sliver, despite the complete non-
cooperation, nay, the belligerence of a 
strong opposition (think Obama and the Re-
publicans), can nevertheless deliver pros-
perity, if not unity, to the country. Proud 
and elderly Guyanese nationalists, long 
sidelined by both major parties, have sum-



DIASPORA TIMES MONTHLY NEWSMAGAZINE                                                            VOLUME 2  ISSUE  6 

 5  

moned the spirit, the courage and hopefully the 
stamina, to make the thing work. 

For people like me in the diaspora, our hearts may 
tell us it can work, but distance can often improve 
perspective, so when we bemoan how a Trump wall 
would shatter the prospects of national unity here, 
our minds know that in the final analysis, the only 
thing than can tear down the wall in Guyana is a Gov-
ernment of National Unity. 

But who wants a Government of National Unity if 
they’ve convinced themselves and their followers 
that the real prize in this political competition is not 
prosperity, but victory? Because that’s what we really 
just celebrated in the name of Jubilee. Victory. The 
oppressors have been vanquished. (Non-celebrants 
obviously believe the real oppressors have now come 
to power.) One could not help observing that the ma-
jority of people who went home for the celebration, 
and the majority of people participating in it, were of 
African descent.  

Nevertheless, the fact that a good time was had by all 
who did participate, resulted in the celebration being 
deemed a success. But how do we define success for 
the nation? Conferences, meetings and cultural 
events held in the diaspora here in the US almost in-
variably present a more united vision for the future 
of Guyana than the reality of politics on the ground in 
Guyana would allow at this point in history. 

Tearing down the political wall that the two major 
parties in Guyana, with quite a bit of help from the 
imperialist powers in the early stages, have con-
structed over the last half a century, is a herculean 
task that would require statesmanlike party leaders 
to convince thousands of rank and file followers that 
sharing power is in the best interest of the nation. 

But when people have been working for decades for 
their party in a political culture in which “the other 
side” was clearly demarcated by race, in which the 

spoils of victory - power, jobs, and perks - have be-
come the objectives of victory, in an economy evis-
cerated by mismanagement and corruption, how do 
you convince hard core rank and file members of the 
party that sacrificing some of that power to ‘the oth-
er side,”  is in the best interest of the nation, espe-
cially when the other side has invariably convinced 
itself that it can win victory outright in the next elec-
tion cycle? I’ve been hearing that every election cycle 
for decades. 

 For those of us in the diaspora, there is no lack of 
organizations doing charitable work in Guyana, gen-
erally intended to help struggling families and chil-
dren. Many help to support relatives still living at 
home. This is laudable work, but work that we do 
from a position of relative privilege. That privilege is 
why when many of us visit Guyana on vacation, we 
are generally satisfied to report that we had a “great” 
time during our visit. We benefit from the favorable 
exchange rate, we’ve got disposable income, and we 
are, after all on vacation. 

But for the people who are in Guyana for the long 
haul, who will be living there for the rest of their 
lives, for the young people who may see only a bleak 
economic future ahead, where do they derive the 
notion, nay the inspiration, that the country’s politi-
cal and economic future is in the hands of leaders, 
capable men and women of integrity, prepared to 
engage consistently with their opposition, and either 
arrive at mutual agreement on the major issues con-
fronting the country, or expose the blatant opportun-
ism of one party or another that prevents this from 
happening. 

Let the finger pointing begin. But finger pointing 
won’t tear down that wall. Only dialogue will. 

Kojo Nnamdi is the renowned radio host of the NPR 
Washington affiliate WAMU FM 
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F 
rom the moment I began the trip up 
the East Coast public road on my sec-
ond day in Guyana after some ten 

years, I was amazed at the spectacle of pink 
lilies rising tall from the trenches bordering 
the busy road.  For stretches along the coast, 
the lilies rose in surprising beauty, erasing old 
memories of mile after mile of stinking gullies 
and tangled weeds of former times.  What a 
resilient flower!  Thriving in the midst of ex-
haust fumes from vehicles racing to and from 
some one-hundred-and-forty villages that the 
road connects along the East Coast of Deme-
rara, the lilies grow proud, seemingly defiant.  
The unexpected splendor of pink and white 
against a backdrop of hustle bustle, commuter 
indifference and noise pollution, convey a 
sense of quiet determination in the midst of 
chaos; resilient strength in the scorching heat; 
poised refinement in response to coarse im-
morality.   “Wow!”  I thought, speechless, 
mesmerized by the unexpected sight.  For-
getting Francis Quamina Farrier’s warning 
about the emotion of visitors who “come from 
foreign”, I murmured, at sight of the marvel : 
“O beautiful Guyana”.  

I did not travel the full length of the East Coast 
Public Road during my stay, but saw lilies in 
stretches along both the East Coast road and 
the Railway Line embankment starting from 

GUYANA’S  

lily coast 
By Karen Sinclair 

Lilies instead of Weeds 

Courtesy Rex Lucas Photography 
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Sheriff Street Subryanville/ Kitty and stretching for 
miles through villages along the East Coast, to LBI and 
beyond.  The dazzle of buildings decorated with flags 
and lights for Guyana’s Jubilee anniversary, clean, 
whitewashed accents of Georgetown’s avenues and 
gardens, could not equal the welcome I felt from the 
huge lilies growing wild.   

Prominent on Guyana’s coat-of-arms, the Victoria 
Regia lily is picturesque statement of the lily’s status 
as a symbol of Guyana’s identity.   In wild beauty 
sprouting tall on the east coast, the symbol comes 
alive, fulfilling the promise of beautiful Guyana and 
inspiring hope, wild hope.  

My trip to Guyana was witness not only to the beauty 
of the country, the clean, decorated city, celebratory 
atmosphere and the friendly welcome of Guyanese, 
but also to an atmosphere of hope and  evidence of 
buzzing economic activity.  Although pessimists ques-
tioned the value of celebrating when there is poverty 
and sadness, and miles to go to accomplish the goals 
of independence, I recognized both economic and 
social value in the recent celebrations.  Small busi-
nesses benefited from patronage of thousands of visi-
tors who bought souvenirs, patronized food stalls & 
markets, hailed taxis, reserved chauffeurs and par-
tied, ate, drank and spread Guyana dollars liberally 
converted at a rate of $1 US to approximately 
$200.00 GYD.  Similarly, restaurants and hotels, cater-
ing halls, entertainment and other venues enjoyed 
the boon of increased patronage.   One can also esti-
mate that the Guyana government would have 
gained $4,000.00 GYD (approximately $20.00 US) in 
departure taxes as each visitor left after the celebra-
tions.   

While we were privy to information about Govern-
ment spending on clean-up and restoration of the 
city, the thousands of flags and logos alluded to stim-
ulation of private economic activity not only in sale of 
decorations themselves, but also in employing labor 
and purchase of tools needed to accomplish the 
transformation.    

As individuals participated in and came out to watch 
jubilee events, channels opened and opportunities 
multiplied to nurture social connectedness and that 

sense of belonging that could strengthen the bonds 
that fuse one people out of distinct individuals.  Some 
people observed disproportionate participation of the 
different races.  Hopefully, continued efforts at inclu-
siveness in identification and planning of national cel-
ebrations would lead to improvements.  Clearly, there 
is still work to be done and this is not the only area.   

I agree that celebrating does not end problems.  Yet, 
recalling Mac Davis’ 1997 album about roses, it gave 
us an opportunity to stop and smell the lilies.  The 
rough and bumpy road of independence is strewn 
with delights along the way.  Let us stop and applaud 
Guyana’s lilies along the East Coast and simultaneous-
ly count our accomplishments as Guyana’s many peo-
ples continue the journey to one destiny.  

 

 

Courtesy Rex Lucas Photography 
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Just sun, an’ more sun, an’ rain, an’ more rain, 

An’ mud, an’ slush, an’ sandy beaches, an’ northeast trades, 

An’ a hundred waterfalls, an’ rapids, an’ rivers, an’ creeks. 

Black, fresh, muddy, slow, swift flowing, 

All heading fo’ de Atlantic. 

Cool mountains, dark starry night skies, 

An’ wide open savannahs, 

Rich earth, virgin, pristine forests. 

Wha’ mo’ yo’ want? Everyting yo’ need dey right hay! 

Cross de Demarara River from Timehri. Yo’talk ‘bout food? 

Duh valley alone could feed all ahwee! 

Criss cross de country. 

Go west, pass de Essequibo, den south. 

Go east, pass de Berbice, den south. 

Wha’ mo’ yo’want? Everyting yo’ need deh hay! 

Dem ole people wuk long, an’ hard. 

Dey sacrifice an’ dey suffer.  

Cane cutter, shovel man, porkknocker, boatman, pan boiler, 

Small farmer, shop keeper, rice farmer, cattle rancher, fisherman, 

Timberman. All ah dem! 

Claim what belong to you! Yo’ nable string bury hay! 

Embrace yo’ self! Embrace yo’ children! Embrace yo’ future! 

Is time to mek it really happen! 

Wha’ mo yo want! Everyting yo need deh right hay! 

WHA’ MO’ YO’ WANT? 
By T. Eric Matthews 
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White Lily 
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A 14-Month Report 
Card of APNU+AFC: C+ 

A 
nyone following my columns and letters since 
2000 would know that I am strongly in favor of a 
middle group of voters who will swing their 

votes willingly as a disciplining mechanism of the ethni-
cally entrenched political class. Regular democratic turn-
over is perhaps the best political option for Guyana since 
the present constitution is a disincentive for action. It 
was from this perspective I supported Brigadier David 
Granger for President and the APNU+AFC coalition. As at 
this moment, I don’t see a viable alternative to the pre-
sent government since the main opposition is bleeding 
from a wide credibility deficit. However, as J.M. Keynes 
said, we must be willing to update our perspectives 
when faced with new information. It is the scientific way 
as the Bayesians would say. 

The government has succeeded on several important 
fronts, but these have been crowded out by an apparent 
eagerness to shoot itself in its feet. As President Granger 
and his foreign affairs team succeeded in putting Maduro 

in his place, the 50% salary 
increase fiasco erupted. The 
reason given for the increase 
was flimsy at best. All these 
ministers are well-off by 
Guyanese standards; a few 
quite rich. They have lost 
much credibility in dealing 
with the crucial public ser-
vice pay issue. The President 
is right on public service pay 
– people should be paid for 
their productivity, but the 
argument is severely dimin-
ished when sold from the 
moral high ground. 

The capital city is much 
cleaner, but a lot more has 

to be done to get it up to the level of UNESCO recogni-
tion. Time will tell if they can put this genie back in the 
bottle. They must know, however, that garbage and 
shanties mean no UNESCO recognition and no heritage 
tourism. 

There is significant progress in arresting the crime situa-
tion, although at times the President and Minister Ram-
jattan appear weak. For the first time in about 20 years 
criminals are regularly apprehended. There has to be fast
-track prosecutions, possibly hangings. The underground 
economy is being disrupted. Statistically, it is true that 
there has been a decline in certain violent crimes. The 
suicide epidemic has subsided for now, thanks largely to 
the President’s direct activism. The government shows a 
willingness to respond to public criticisms, a welcome 
deviation from Jagdeo-style arrogance. 

The economy is muddling through at around a reasona-
ble 3% GDP growth. It is true spending has declined in an 

By Tarron Khemraj 
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environment of still respectable gold prices and very low 
oil prices. The main reason for the perception of a weak 
economy is the failure in the first month to reassure on 
the economic front. President Granger appeared more 
focused on accumulating military advisers than a council 
of economic advisers. Investor sentiments and consump-
tion habits are driven largely by “animal spirits” and psy-
chology. A new government has got to be able to manage 
the psychology. 

After reading the APNU+AFC Manifesto, I knew they did 
not think about governing. Except for President Granger, 
of course, it was mainly about protecting personal turf and 
getting a ministerial job. The Manifesto was long on fluff 

but very short on stuff needed for structural production 
transformation. The lack of macro vision shows up in a 
cumbersome cabinet in which Ministry of Business dupli-
cates Go Invest. The vacillation on Guysuco comes from 
that missing overarching vision. A new theme of a Green 
Economy is evolving. Let’s hope it produces a clear vision 
unlike the general fluffs of the APNU+AFC Manifesto. 

Comments: tkhemraj@ncf.edu 

Tarron Khemraj is the Associate Professor of Economics, 
William G. and Marie Selby Chair, New College of Florida, 
5800 Bay Shore Road, Sarasota, FL 34243 

http://www.ncf.edu/tarron-khemraj 

http://www.ncf.edu/tarron-khemraj
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Remembering Michael Jackson 

B 
oston, Massachusetts - - Had 
Michael Jackson lived beyond 
the time of his sudden death on 

June 25, 2009, fans would have lost the 
best of him, for the true genius of the 
man so spectacularly demonstrated in 
the feature film “This Is It!” would have 
been masked within a harshly edited, 
professionally refined and theatrically 
finished production for presentation as 
50 concerts in London’s massive O2 
Arena (27 concerts between July 13 and 
September 29; a three month break; 
then resuming January 7, 2010, for a 23-
concert run to March 6). 

Thus, forced by his death into a reversal 
of intent, the producers of “This Is It!” 
have brought to the screen an en-
thralling two hours of the world’s fore-
most entertainer still at the top of his 
art – singing, dancing, choreographing, 
directing, advising, embracing, always 
asking more of the cast, seeking perfec-

tion: Indeed, liberally sharing his genius, 
and his humanity, creating greater har-
mony in the highly talented multi-ethnic 
group that made up his singers and 
dancers with frequent assurances that 
“I love you”.   

And he spared not himself, for through-
out “This Is It!” Jackson was movement 
personified. He was tireless, athletic, 
sleek and seemed physically fit – in ex-
cellent condition for two-score-and-ten. 
What turned out to be his final night of 
rehearsals in California was extremely 
energetic and full of action. No one 
could have thought that death lurked so 
closely. 

  But as much as “This Is It!” pre-
sents during its fascinating two-hour 
run, the producers have said that its 
contents were but a small portion of an 
available 100 hours of video-taped re-
hearsals for the planned series of con-
certs for which the organizers reported 

ticket sales had already assured sold-
out audiences. Britain had expected a 
billion pound sterling boost to its econ-
omy directly related to the Jackson con-
certs. 

I attended a screening of the film in a 
Boston cinema, and to me, an almost 
everlasting fan of Michael Jackson (who 
has always been mesmerized with his 
poetry - for that was what many of his 
songs were - amazing music, his singing, 
dazzling dance moves and colourful cos-
tumes) the Fall season was the perfect 
period for release of this film. 

At this time, Boston is a magnificent 
landscape of colour, as the Maple, Oak, 
Cherry and so many other large trees 
and shrubbery go through Nature’s 
preparation to conserve energy and 
food during Winter for ensuring abun-
dant rebirth at Springtime… much as 
Michael Jackson’s death in June led the 
great minds behind “This Is It!” to pro-
duce a masterpiece for release in No-
vember. 

The city, nay, New England entirely, is 
aglow in vibrant colour – reds, greens, 
yellows, pinks, and others, with each 
gust of wind adding countless thou-
sands more dying leaves to the brown-
ing carpet on the ground, continually 
deteriorating to mulch the new growth 
of next Spring. Even now, as rabbits and 
chipmunks feast excitedly, while also 
collecting and carefully storing their 
winter ration of acorns from the giant 
oak trees, unexpected additional colour 
has come from the rose bushes in our 
garden. They have been fooled by un-
seasonal good days (70-plus degree 
Fahrenheit), and have begun budding 

By  Hubert  Williams 



DIASPORA TIMES MONTHLY NEWSMAGAZINE                                                            VOLUME 2  ISSUE  6 

 17  

Remembering Michael Jackson  
again, producing new many-splendoured 
blooms. 

As we sat transfixed in the cinema by the 
energy from the screen, I did not see any-
one rise for a 'restroom call' the entire 
two hours; and my small grandson Mark 
Leon Anderson, already conversant in 
English and Spanish, also never wavered 
in his focus on what was unfolding on the 
screen. 

When the film ended, I said to myself:  
"Thank you Michael… This really was “IT". 

The cast had been assembled from across 
the world, each superb in his/her own art, 
and personally selected by Michael Jack-
son from among thousands who had been 
flown to London for auditions. The result 
was surreal. Imagine lead guitarist Orian-
thi Panagaris and rhythm guitarist Thomas 
Organ playing together, with Alfred Dun-
bar’s bass and keyboardists Michael 
Bearden and Morris Pleasure. 

I had heard Judith Hill sing beautifully dur-
ing the television presentation of Michael 
Jackson’s funeral, but in the film her tones 
were so much more strident... richer. 
There is much of the film to which super-
latives could apply, but especially in his re
-creation of the "Thriller" graveyard video 
sequence where Michael Jackson exceed-
ed its original brilliance. 

As intimated earlier, this film will likely 
help the world towards a deeper appreci-
ation of the true measure of the man – his 
genius - rather than a continued embrace 
of the media idiocy of ‘Wacko Jacko’… 
understanding his sincere love of people 
and deeply expressed concern for the en-
vironment, the continuing degradation of 
which we are all now witnessing. 

When he debuted as a sensitive writer 
with “Moon Walk” in 1988, outstanding 
admirer Jackie Kennedy Onassis had 
called Michael Jackson an innovative and 
exciting songwriter whose dancing 
seemed to defy gravity. She had thought 
that his public might have been unaware 
of the extent of his dedication to his 
craft…”restless, seldom satisfied, he is a 
perfectionist who is constantly challeng-
ing himself.”   

Michael Jackson kept alive the child in us; 
and his interaction with, and impact on, 
children everywhere was almost legend-
ary (though media-distorted) and one of 
the most memorable demonstrations of 
his considerable outreach came with the 
tragedy in Liverpool, England, in 1993 
when 2-year-old James Bulger was ab-
ducted from a supermarket (where his 
mother was shopping), murdered by two 
boys aged 10 and 11 and left on the rail-
way tracks where a passing train cut the 
body in two. Even as young as he was, 
James loved music, his favourite song be-
ing Michael Jackson's "Heal The World"; 
and when at the request of his parents it 
was played as part of the funeral service, 
the church wept. 

It was to me both a privilege and a disas-
ter to have possessed the fantastic 25th 
anniversary pictorial publication of the 
Jackson Five along with 82 songs on four 
CDs, the four having subsequently disap-
peared in a  mystery that I have never 
been able to fathom. 

Anyhow, back to Michael Jackson's place 
as a 20th Century/21st Century phenome-
non:  In time to come, I think, historians 
will contend over which single event in 
the United States during 2009 command-

ed greater global attention and generated 
wider poignancy – the inauguration of 
Barack Obama as the first Black in the 
Presidency or the death of Michael Jack-
son. 

Despite the intentions of his rabid media, 
Michael Jackson’s fan base was hugely 
spread across geographical, political, reli-
gious, ethnic, generational and other cul-
tural boundaries. He was surely the 
world’s greatest ever mega-star, multi-
talented as was no other. And when he 
died, many who had long acknowledged 
his supremacy in the arts, but who had 
also exulted over the Obama victory, 
came to recognize a significant difference 
in the two events.  

Millions cried unabashedly as cameras 
captured the shock responses every-
where; and there were others who would 
have wept for him, without intending to 
weep. Melancholic and in silence, they 
had heard the news; stood still with their 
thoughts. As I did. Our sense of ‘feeling’ 
then came into play as a questing forefin-
ger moved upward to test the territory of 
the cheek, and found it moist. Silently, the 
eyes were regretting what a monumental 
loss the world had suffered. Anyone who 
knew me well knew me hardly if they did 
not know how deeply I would be touched 
by Michael Jackson's death. 

It may well be that Michael Jackson (when 
his true contribution, and impact on the 
entire world, has been accurately evaluat-
ed) will be nominated for a posthumous 
award of the Nobel Peace Prize. I would 
expect that to be much less a surprise, 
indeed much more widely acclaimed, 
than the 2009 award to President Obama. 
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RECORD CROWD AT "TASTE 

OF GUYANA" IN BARBADOS 

By Peter Haynes              
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G 
uyanese turned out in the 
thousands to their country's 
Golden Jubilee Independence 

Anniversary "Taste of Guy-
ana" (ToG) celebrations held at the 
Plantations Gardens Theatre in Christ 
Church, Barbados on May 29 last. 
 
The ToG was hosted by the Guyanese 
Association of Barbados Inc. (GABI) for 
the thirteenth successive year, and was 
easily the largest celebration by the 
Guyanese resident on the island. The 
event was also well supported by resi-
dents of sister Caribbean islands. 
 
So packed was the venue that some 
disappointed Guyanese and friends of 
Guyana had to be turned back, as the 
crowd became too large. GABI officers 
are considering planning a second such 
event later this year. 
 
“I think it was the biggest gathering of 
Guyanese in the country ever in one 
place, ‘Second Vice President’ of GABI 
and Chair of the Planning Committee, 
Dr. Carol Williams stated. She expressed 
appreciation for the support from Car-
ibbean islands, including Barbados, St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines, Grenada, 
St. Kitts and Nevis, Dominica and Trini-
dad and Tobago. 
 
The afternoon of Food and Fun present-
ed several well-known creole Guyanese 
dishes of all races and ethnicity. Pepper 
Pot, Cook-Up Rice of every type, Met-
agee, Curry of every description, Phu-
lourie, Chow-mein were among the tan-
talizing scents permeating the St. Law-
rence Gap. 
 

Patrons also got a small taste of pre-
Colonial Guyana with a miniature Amer-

indian Village, which featured leather 
craft, hammocks and historical tidbits. 
 
To kick start the entertainment, recent-
ly appointed Consul General of the Co-
operative Republic, Cita Pilgrim wel-
comed the crowd. 
 
The entertainment started shortly after 
five o'clock with the Birdman. Other 
performers included Phillip Forester 
and his son Jaiko, Ras Shem, Amaul, 
Amara, Eustace Haynes, Akani Sullivan, 
Glendon Jones and Martin " With Salt 
and Peppa" Haynes. 
 
GABI's Choir Roraima Singers electrified 
the large crowd with renditions of 
"Hymn for Guyana's Children" and 
"Guyana the Free".  
 
On the previous night, there was 
a celebration at the Paling in Carrington 
Village. 
 
Taste of Guyana brought the curtain 
down on the week of the Golden Jubi-
lee celebrations in Barbados. GABI also 
plans to host a Gala Honors Awards Cer-
emony later this year, when the associ-
ation will honor fifty (50) Guyanese who 
have made significant contributions to 
the Guyanese community in Barbados 
and to Barbados for at least fifteen 

years. 
  

 
 
 

RECORD CROWD AT "TASTE 

OF GUYANA" IN BARBADOS 
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W 
ith the British voting 
themselves out of the EU 
and onto the wrong side 

of history and the Venezuelan econo-
my imploding nostalgically before our 
very eyes, we have the next four 
months to enjoy an American political 
season that lacks nothing short of ba-
thos, pathos and excitement. 

Perhaps all of the political drama is 
inter-related, with the possibility of 
finding possible solutions within the 
same framework.  All of the indicators 
have been in clear evidence for the 
past decade. With growing neo-liberal 
trends globally, it was no surprise that 
the rich were getting richer at the ex-
pense of the middle class, while blam-
ing it on the parasitic ‘takers’. 

This sociopolitical phenomenon has 
been germinating, since the Southern 
Strategy of Nixon in the 1960s to get 
the racist South into the Republican 
Party and Reagan’s 1970s success in 
bringing the Religious Right into the 
fold to denounce the moral ‘excesses’ 
of the liberal left. Attacks on gender 
preferences, abortion, entitlement 

programs, trade unions, affirmative 
action and foreigners, among other 
societal ills, were all code words for 
insularity and nativist prejudice.  
George Bush the Second’s machinery 
further benefited from a strategy, 
restricting minority voting and gerry-
mandering electoral districts to struc-
turally control the House of Repre-
sentatives. 

Democrats have not been idle either. 
Bill Clinton masterfully adopted a 
strategy of triangulation which 
adapted and adopted some of the 
Republican issues on immigration, 
budget discipline, war, crime and wel-
fare while persuading those who were 
most grievously affected that “I feel 
your pain’.  This political sleight of 
hand was even exported successfully 
to Tony Blair and the Labor Party in 
the United Kingdom. 

However, these cynical but clever ma-
nipulations were only fronts for the 
moneyed class. The widening gap be-
tween those whom these policies 
benefited and the reality of modern-
ized global communications, pitted 
workers against one another manual-
ly and technologically for the cheap-
est rates.  

This brings us to the 2016 USA presi-
dential campaign where two outsiders 
were able to expose the hypocrisy of 
the two mainstream parties, exciting 
the passions of those whose voices 
and condition had been neglected. 
The R & D parties thought they could 
present the standard caricatures and 
were surprised that the status quo 
since the 2008 economic meltdown 

was completely unacceptable. Donald 
Trump seemingly trying to lose by 
being daily more outlandishly protec-
tionist, nativist and a bully, had to 
announce that he could kill someone 
publicly and still remain popular. And 
it was clear that had democratic so-
cialist Bernie Sanders been able to 
install a better organization earlier, he 
might have upset Hillary Clinton, the 
Anointed of the Democratic Party.  
Both The Donald and Bernie reflected 
the rejection by the electorate of the 
‘same old same old’ of the previous 
thirty years, rewarding the two hijack-
ers with their deep-seated prejudices 
and, on the other side, their desire to 
make the country and the world more 
egalitarian and fair. I believe that Hil-
lary Clinton has heard the new sounds 
of music before Mr. Trump, who may 
find himself ‘fired’. 

Clearly, this is not solely an American 
issue since the divide has manifested 
in Brazil, Greece, Spain, Scotland, all 
across Europe. The contrived oil crisis 
has also exposed even the most con-
trolled societies – China, Russia, Vene-
zuela, Iran among others – causing 
them to take notice and change 
course to accommodate their peo-
ple’s concerns. 

For Guyanese, Caribbean and other 
voting members of kindred Diasporas, 
there is need to carefully select the 
candidate and political party’s 
platform which serves their best inter-
ests.  

Desmond Roberts is Chairman of the 

Editorial Board of the Diaspora Times. 

WHAT AN EXCITING  

POLITICAL SEASON 
Desmond Roberts 
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‘Birdman’ who bird-whistles while drumming.  
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FEEDBACK FROM OUR READERS 
 

Comments on the May 2016 Jubilee edition 
 
“Congratulations on a very thoughtfully synthesized edition. From the Roberts mini memoir, moving in its very personal 
reflections, through the evocation of significant political events to the Sinclair poetic articulation of our troubled past 
and determination to overcome, the Independence Anniversary edition has done you proud.”  

Serena Hewitt 

 
“Congrats on a most wonderful Independence publication.  Fuss time yuh hit de ball pun de head - very balanced and 
readable. Keep up the good work.”  

Romesh C. D. Singh 

 
“I wish to congratulate you especially and the contributors to the May Issue of The Diaspora Times collectively. It gives 
swiftly stimulating and informative glimpses of the history of the birth of an independent Guyana on May 26th,1966. It 
moves us with a renewed fervour to re-energise our ambitions for psychological disentanglement, socio-cultural distinc-
tiveness, and economic dominance within the context of an Independent Guyana. This is a keep sake Edition of tremen-
dous value for Post - Independence generations. Great work! “  

Byron Henry 

 
“It is so obvious that Comrades Cheddi Jagan and Janet Jagan are not even mentioned in the issue regarding their signifi-
cant roles in the struggle for independence. Was this intentional or an oversight. But how can it be an oversight when 
they began the independence movement. Also, I was never invited to write on this important occasion in our country's 
history. I must say that I am very disappointed. This issue is not doing justice for the occasion. Comradely.”  

Chuck Mohan 

 
“I got this twice (no harm done of course).  Just wanted you to know. Regards.“  

Bonnie 

 
“I'm not getting this file open on my phone! “ 

J 

 
In response to our request from readers to submit 25-50 word recollections on the last fifty years Diaspora Times received 
the following from Dr. Shamir Ali:  
“Work, activities, and services in Guyana through 1979. Earning BBA, MBA, PhD. Degrees in the USA. From 2009 an ac-
tive supporter to AFC USA, was on General Elections Candidates list in 2011 and 2015. May 7, 2015” Dr Shamir Ally Read-
ing Corner” was established at UG Library. “  

Dr. Shamir A. Ally 

 
“Some reflections! Your next issue should focus on what Guyana has achieved during the past 50 years. Now, that would 
make for interesting reading. Take care and thanks again.”  

Daniel 

 
“Thanks. Carl Morgan's last sentence (Editor's Note: On having failed our generation) is disturbingly true."  

Lennox. 
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Arthur Chung Conference Center - Sharing Ideas  

Caricom surrounded by Lilies  

Courtesy Rex Lucas Photography 

Courtesy Rex Lucas Photography 
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M 
s.Cita Pilgrim is the new Consul General of the Cooperative 
Republic of Guyana in Barbados. She is the second person 
to be appointed to the position after government gave the 

island the full Consul General status after many years of an Honorary 
Consul General, in the person of Mr. Norman Faria who passed away 
many years ago. 

After Mr. Faria's death and his replacement appointed, Ms. Pilgrim, 
already a resident of Barbados, provided voluntary service to Guya-
nese when the need arose. The first Consul General was Mr. Michael 
Brotherson, who resigned from the Foreign Service last year following 
the 2015 General Elections. Upon Mr. Brotherson's appointment, Ms. 
Pilgrim was instrumental in the setting up of the Consulate offices, of 
which all Guyanese can be proud, both in its ambiance and spacious 
facilities. 

The Consulate is located at "Sefton Lodge", Britton's Cross Road, St. 
Michael. The contact information for the Consulate is Tel #: (246) 228-
2767; Fax: (246) 228-3083, with the email address being -  
guyanaconsulategeneralbarbados@gmail.com. 

Although this is the Consul General's first official appointment in Guy-
ana's Foreign Service, Ms. Pilgrim is no stranger to the role of Guyana's 
representative in a foreign country. The Consul General is the wife of 
Mr. Cecil Pilgrim, a retired Guyana Ambassador to Cuba and High Com-
missioner to the United Kingdom. Prior to her marriage, Ms. Pilgrim 
was a Journalist at the Guyana Broadcasting Service in Georgetown in 
the late seventies. 

Barbados is not unfamiliar territory for Ms. Pilgrim. She and her hus-
band, after his retirement from the Foreign Service, have been residing 
on the island. This has allowed her to literally 'hit the road running' 
since assuming office. 

As the Consular representative of over 20,000 Guyanese in Barbados, 
Ms. Pilgrim has assured her countrymen and women that they will 
continue to receive the highest level of services. 

Ms. Pilgrim is working closely with the Guyanese Association of Barba-
dos Inc. (GABI) to help foster and develop the integration of Guyanese 
into the Barbadian community. 

The Consulate has co-sponsored a number of cultural activities during 

the year as part of Guyana's 50th Independence Anniversary Celebra-

tions. 

CITA PILGRIM IS GUYANA'S 
CONSUIL GENERAL TO 

BARBADOS 
By Peter Haynes 

mailto:guyanaconsulategeneralbarbados@gmail.com.
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A 
s the Independence of Guyana 

approached in May 1966, I 

would visit what remained of 

the buildings of the British Guyana Vol-

unteer Force (BGVF) that I had been a 

part of. Eve Leary, in Georgetown, was 

always the home of the volunteer 

units. My father had been a corporal in 

the British Guiana Militia, his brother 

was a captain and two of my brothers 

had also served in the Militia. I was a 

captain in the BGVF. 

I realized that the two ancient cannons 

in the B Troop area, where the Police 

Mounted Branch was located (and, inci-

dentally also, the two cannons in front 

of the Police headquarters) were really 

relics of the military. And, if not 

claimed, the cannons would become 

the property of the Guyana Police 

Force. Acquiring the two cannons that 

graced what became Police HQ in Eve 

Leary was not an option and would 

have to remain where they were.  

I contacted Major Price (later Chief of 

Staff) who was being integrated into 

new Guyana Defence Force. I also pre-

sented myself to the Police Quarter-

master as a member of the BGVF, soon 

to be in the GDF. “Would it be a prob-

lem if we took our two cannons?” He 

did not see a problem. I went back to 

the GDF and asked if the Army would 

move the cannons. Over a few days I 

was told that it was a risky business to 

do anything without higher authority, 

whatever that meant.  

So, I approached my friend Eric Vieira 

from Bookers Agricultural Department 

and asked him if he would move the 

cannons. He checked with his boss who 

gave his approval for us to use a Land 

Rover and trailer.  

I informed Major Price in Camp Ayan-

ganna that I was on my way with two 

cannons!! Where was I to put them? 

Eric and I were told that we had to ob-

tain clearance from the Commander of 

the new British Training team, Lt. Col 

Pope. It was a Saturday and the officers 

were in the then makeshift Officers 

Mess. Lt. Col. Pope was pleased to re-

ceive the cannons and invited us to the 

Mess where we were treated to a fine 

afternoon of snacks and drinks. 

The cannons had found their new and 

rightful home. But where were we to 

put them? Somewhere on the grass I 

was told. 

And that is how those two cannons 

came to grace the front of Camp Ayan-

ganna. 

 

Leonard Muss, former Colonel and 

Commander GDF 

How Those Cannons Got  
to Camp Ayanganna 

Courtesy Rex Lucas Photography 
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I 
n its continuing efforts at suicide prevention, The 

Caribbean Voice launched its community out-

reach and students’ self esteem workshop in 

Demerara in April.  

The community outreach is geared towards reach-

ing out to communities from which suicide emanates 

and within which suicide potential is potent, and in-

vesting in sessions that enable such communities to 

voice their fears, concerns, experiences and sugges-

tions.  Additionally, the outreach provides the com-

munities with strategies and information that will help 

them to be proactive first responders.  

Held at Parfaite Harmonie on April 8th, 2016, in 

collaboration with lead organizer, Orchid Foundation, 

along with GIVE Foundation, the inaugural communi-

ty outreach focused on self-esteem, suicide awareness 

and prevention and related issues, especially teenage 

pregnancy. Presenters included Bibi Ahamad, Chan-

danie Rooplall and Rayon Mantoos of TCV, Dr. Mark 

and Ms. Indra Constantine of Orchid Foundation and 

Daniel Ali of GIVE Foundation.  

According to Dr. Constantine, “We from the Or-

chid Foundation found it an extreme delight to have 

partnered with CaribbeanVoice in hosting a communi-

ty awareness outreach on suicide awareness and pre-

vention. The session was very well attended with 

some 45 people from the community of Parfaite Har-

monie and its environs in attendance. It is my hope 

that we would be able to, in the future, partner again 

for such programs in other communities, as we togeth-

er seek to inform and educate the Guyanese populace 

on these social issues.” 

Daniel Ali of GIVE Foundation, added, “Overall I 

think the audience was well informed. They got to 

know about the suicide hotline , the reason(s) why the 

Caribbean Voice is pleading with the Government for 

the age of consent to be raised from 16 to 18 , and also 

they got an to opportunity to better understand the di-

lemma in today's society regarding suicide and de-

pression. The audience received leaflets with the sui-

cide hotline numbers and words of encouragement to 

build their 'self-esteem'.”  Attendees also got bro-

chures prepared by the Give Foundation revealing in-

formation about suicide.  

The occasion was also used to launch TCV 

two petitions, calling on H.E. President David 

Granger and his government to establish a registry of 

sex offenders and raise the age of consent to 18 years. 

Attendees signed and pocketed the “ME” pledge de-

veloped by The Caribbean Voice and launched during 

a press conference at Cara Hotel on February 9th. The 

pledge encourages self-esteem awareness and pro-

1936 Daly Avenue, Bronx, NY 10460   •   718-542-4454   •   caribvoice@aol.com 

621-6111    •    bibiahamad1@hotmail.com 

TCV Launches  

Community Outreach and Stu-

dents’ Self Esteem Workshops 

mailto:caribvoice@aol.com
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vides the suicide hotlines to signers. This pledge has 

already been widely distributed, including to a number 

of schools in Berbice and Demerara. 

The self-esteem workshop is a follow-up to 

similar workshops held last year in high schools in 

Berbice, by the New Jersey Humanitarian Mission 

(NJASM) in collaboration with Peace Corp and the 

Ministry of Education. It also provides students with 

information and strategies to practice self-forgiveness.  

The occasion is also used to interact with students to 

solicit first-hand information and views about suicide 

and general mental health issues, drawn from their ex-

periences and experiences from their schools and com-

munities. 

Held at Covent Garden Secondary School on April 

28th, in collaboration with lead organizer, GIVE Foun-

dation, along with POTS, GRPA and the US Ambas-

sador Youth Program, the self-esteem workshop was 

combined with another community outreach. Based on 

feedback and information gathered, GIVE Foundation, 

The Caribbean Voice and other stakeholders will re-

turn to the same venue for follow-up. It is hoped that 

in the coming months this workshop will be taken to 

secondary schools and youth entities throughout Guy-

ana, again in partnerships with locally based groups 

and other stakeholders. 

 

It must be noted that both in Berbice as well as at the 

workshop at Covent Garden Secondary, it was learnt 

that many young people suffer from depression and 

suicide ideation as well as sexual and physical abuse, 

which are often hidden via threats and appeal to fami-

ly ‘honor’. Alcohol and drug use are also creeping into 

schools and plaguing the young more widely. 

 

Meanwhile, The Caribbean Voice extends an open in-

vitation to other Diaspora based NGOs and activists to 

contact us to organize/support outreaches and self-

esteem workshops in communities and schools across 

Guyana. Call Bibi at 621-6111 or 223-2637, Pandit 

Deodat at 627-4432, Chandanie at 697-9968 or email 

bibiahamad1@hotmail.com or caribvoice@aol.com or 

caribbeanvoice101@gmail.com. 
 

Courtesy Rex Lucas Photography 
advertising@diasporatimesforum.com  

mailto:bibiahamad1@hotmail.com
mailto:caribvoice@aol.com
mailto:caribbeanvoice101@gmail.com


DIASPORA TIMES MONTHLY NEWSMAGAZINE                                                            VOLUME 2  ISSUE  6 

 30  

INTERNATIONAL 

DIASPORA 
TIMES 


