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PRESS RELEASE. 

Buxton/ Friendship benefit from 2nd Economic Development  

& Health Seminar 

Scores of business enthusiasts and students benefited from an Economic Development 

Seminar hosted by The Young visionaries and The Committee for the Improvement of 

Buxton (CIMBUX Inc :) held at the Friendship Primary School, East Coast Demerara on 

Monday, July 4, 2016. 

The second of its kind held under the theme, “Reviving Buxton/ Friendship Village 
Economy" and fostering sustainable development for Vigilance, Annandale, and the 
surrounding villages” The business development seminar which was attended by 
representatives of several business and agricultural development organizations aimed 
specifically to bring information to Buxton/ Friendship business and prospective 
business people new information which can contribute to them becoming better able to 
manage, understand business and ultimately become success stories for others to 
emulate.  
The seminar Moderator was Mr. Kidackie Amsterdam, Guyana Co-coordinator and Asst: 
- Chairman of The Young Visionaries. Mr. Deon Abrams, Community Activist, Chairman 
of The Young Visionaries, and the newly elected Village Chairman for Foulis District 
gave the opening remarks with reference to the state of the villages. He recognized Mr. 
Maurice Wilson, owner of the gas station along with the opening of the new Garment 
factory by Mr. George Abrams. 
 
Mr. Keith Easton, Vice President of Cimbux Inc: founder of The Young Visionaries and 
USA co-coordinator, welcomed the presenters, and thanked the planning committee and 
persons working behind the scene for their hard work. He then read the greetings from 
the president of Cimbux Inc., Mr. Horace Azore. 
In his closing remarks he recognized CIMBUX’s scholarship recipients and awardees 
and asked that they assist in the rebuilding of the village economy. 
 
Presenters on the business panel included Keith Easton-business person, representative 

from the Institute of Private Enterprise Development (IPED) Robert Williams. Small 
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Business Credit Bureau, Mr. Darren Fills and Mr. Rakesh Latchana of Ram & McRae 

Chartered Accountants., that also offers professional services. 

The business presentations were opened by Easton of Young Visionaries and CIMBUX 

In his presentation he discussed with attendees the importance of supporting local 

businesses, however he was quick to point out that local businesses need to recognize 

the importance of the services they provide and to treat customers fairly and respectfully 

while selling at competitive prices. He made reference to the way the Guyana Marketing 

Corporation functioned when Bro. Eusi Kwayana was chairman in providing lower 

priced goods to the consumer and urged villagers to form buyers clubs to purchase in 

bulk. He then outlined a profitability example. In closing he recognized Ms. Jean 

Campbell, vendor who is selling at the Buxton/ Friendship market and stated that the 

time has come for the market which serves an important economic and social function 

in the community be renovated with an upper level and for the community to start 

utilizing it. This is a project he stated he will take to all the Buxtonian overseas 

organizations to come together and partner with the villagers. He also reminded 

villagers of the Cooperative Garment Factory started by Bro. Eusi Kwayana, which 

currently houses a business and the Plastic Factory that has a church. Mr. Easton stated 

that the land where these properties are is adequate to build two other buildings and 

should be considered as an industrial site. 

In his discussions on the legal nature of business and accounting for small business Mr. 

Latchana explained to those present the importance of operating their businesses within 

the legal framework as established through the relevant the laws of Guyana. Latchana 

also emphasized that it is important that businesses maintain proper accounting records 

since they are necessary for tax and banking purposes apart from aiding in proper 

decision making for business. 

During the panel discussion on business, titled Business and Entrepneurship in the 

villages which included presentations from Robert Williams of the IPED, Mr. Darren 

Fills of the Small Business Bureau, participants were exposed to information about the 

facilities and services offered to borrowers through IPED and the Small Business 

Bureau, the requirements for borrowing and the availability of training for young 

entrepreneurs.  

Williams of IPED was explicit in explaining the need for due diligence and the role of the 

credit bureau in providing credit information to aid in the risk assessment of 

prospective borrowers. “it is important to honor all your debts because not doing so can 

and will affect your credit score and ability to get credit.” he cautioned. He applauded 

the committee for sponsoring such an event. 

Mr. Fills went into detail explaining their grants and loan application system and the 
services they offer in helping applicants, along with their attractive interest rates. 
Information and applications for securing capital by loans and grants were provided. 
 



The Agricultural panel, moderated by Mrs. Bonita Hope-Hatton was opened by Doctor 

Pat Francis, Agro technological Scientist, from the faculty of Agriculture and Forestry 

department at the University of Guyana, who presented under the theme “Agriculture 

Business, A different approach” In her presentation she stressed the importance of 

seeing agriculture as serious business if one aims to make a financially successful 

business out of it. She spoke also of the importance of helping young people to follow 

their “dreams” in pursuance of a career whether in agriculture or other skill areas. She 

also spoke for the need to get results and less talking. 

The next presenter was Mr. Benjamin Frank, training and extension officer of the 

National Agriculture research and Extension Institute (NAREI) who presented 

information to those present the relevant work NAREI does which includes crops 

management and the how to deal with diseases affecting crops especially the black 

sigatoka as a disease affecting farmland currently in the Buxton backdam. 

What was different with this forum was the inclusion of a medical panel which focused 

on the need for villagers to focus on maintaining a healthy lifestyle along with the use of 

herbs as alternative treatments for various illnesses. This panel was moderated by Mr 

Edgar Simon, who is a trained REIKI healer, among other qualities. 

Buxtonian/ Friendship medical doctors’ Rhyan Henry and Dr. Arneisha Moore-Thorne 

enlightened attendees about the importance of maintaining healthy bodies even while 

pursuing wealth. During her presentation on Diabetes which is expected at current 

trends to affect in excess of 640 million persons by the year 2040 doctor Moore 

identified the several risk factors which includes Family history of diabetes, Overweight, 

unhealthy diet, Physical inactivity Increasing age, High blood pressure, Ethnicity, 

Impaired glucose tolerance (IGT), history of gestational diabetes and Poor nutrition 

during pregnancy. 

 Attendees were encouraged to be mindful of their eating habits and to incorporate 

exercise in their daily routines because these practices are major contributing factors in 

the prevention and management of diabetes which is chronic in nature and should be 

prevented at all cost 

Presenting on Hypertension or high blood pressure as it is commonly called Doctor 

Henry pointed out that the disease affects nearly one billion people of which two-thirds 

are in developing countries, worldwide, it one of the most important causes of 

premature death worldwide and the problem a growing one estimated to affect almost 

two billion adults by the year 2025. 

“High blood pressure is called the “silent killer" because it often has no warning signs or 

symptoms, and many people do not realize they have it; that is why it's important to get 

your blood pressure checked regularly.” Dr. Henry informed. 

The second part of the panel presentation was by Herbalists Mrs. Bridget (Gloria) 

Fiffee-Vasconsellos, daughter of known herbalist Mama Fiffee in Buxton and Mr. 

Michael Nicholas. Both persons spoke on the need and success in treating persons using 



their God given gift as Gloria Fiffee stated with success. This sector was to encourage 

persons to use nature cure solutions along with conventional medicine and in some 

cases when conventional medicine has neither treatment nor answer for diseases.  

The GUYANA Defense Force (GDF) has always been a resource to the community in 

providing health and blood pressure screenings along with their displays and supply of 

health information for the youth. Participants were encouraged to apply for the 

numerous job opportunities in the military by the Captain who made the presentation to 

the attendees.  

Since this was an all day program which also focused on health, participants were 

treated to a healthy lunch and snack. 

 

 


