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COMMUNITY
By Dr. DHANPAUL NARINEof The WeekPROFILE

Rkhty Aaron: 

If you think the spelling of her name is un-
usual wait until you hear her voice. It has 

depth and range and it can hit the high notes 
to stand alongside the best in the business. 

Rkhty, pronounced 
(Ruh-keh-ti) recently 
performed at two venues 
in New York and she re-
ceived wonderful reviews 
in both places.

The fi rst was at 
City Hall in New 
York in which 
she paid tribute to 
Guyana at its Jubilee 
celebrations. Rkhty’s 
performance was one 
of the most poignant 
of the evening. She 
followed this by ser-
enading the audience 
at the Symposium on 
Guyana at York Col-
lege and here again 
the audience was left 
wanting more.

Rkhty was born 
in Brooklyn in New 
York City. Her mom 
is Leonie and her dad 
is Steadman. Both 
of her parents are 
Guyanese. Leonie 
was born at Hague 
on the West Coast 
of Demerara and 
Steadman is from 
Essequibo.

Rkhty attended 
Ebenezer Elemen-
tary School to the 
fourth grade and 
then to Parkway 
Prep School. She 
articulated to IS 228 
for vocals and her 
High School was Brook-
lyn High School of the 
Arts. Rkhty liked school 
and found the Arts to be 
her favorite subject. She 
discovered the love for 
music at an early age. A 
few of her favorite teach-
ers include Ms. John in 
Elementary School, Ms. 
Daley and Ms. Luciano. 

Rkhty says, ‘ I have 
always loved singing. I 
started singing in church 
as did a lot of well-known 
artists.’ It came time for 
college and Rkhty chose 
SUNY Plattsburg in New 
York in 2006. She studied 
speech pathology and 

graduated in 2010. Rkhty then 
pursued graduate studies at 
the University of Akron after 
which she returned to New 
York. Her ambition was to try 
to break into the music scene. 

Rkhty went to Wales and 
enjoyed the experience and 
she returned determined to 
advance her singing career.

One of her current hits is 
‘Beautiful Guyana’ that has 
attracted wide attention.  One 
feels that it’s just a matter of 
time before she becomes a 
household name in America 
and beyond. Rkhty says that 
she is not confi ned to any 
single genre as she can sing R 
and B, reggae, and hip-hop, 
among others. She is infl u-
enced by Stevie Wonder and 
Lauryn Hill, and her main 
focus is to do work hard and 
be disciplined and consistent 
like these stars.  

One of her most 
memorable experi-
ences was a visit to 
Guyana in which she 
met many persons. Her 
aunt Angela Massiah 
was helpful and Rkhty 
was introduced to 
many persons in the 
media there. She plans 
to release a new CD in 
August 2016 and the 

songs will defi -
nitely inspire 
the fans as it will be up-tempo 
and world inspired.

Rkhty is willing to share 
her talents at local events 
since this will be her way of 
giving back to the community. 
On the basis of the response 
that she received at City Hall 
she is on fi rm footing and can 
only blossom in the future. 
Rkhty is only too aware that 
she could not come this far 
without the help of others. 
She is grateful to her parents 
Leonie and Steadman for their 
love and support.

There are entrepreneurs 
that have done well and these 

should be 
admired; given 
her talent and 
drive it won’t 
be surprising 
if Rkhty also 
venture into 

the world of business. How-
ever, her immediate task is to 
be the best singer out there 
and she sees herself winning 
a couple of Grammys in the 
future. She admires Chance 
the Rapper, an independent 
artist that is challenging major 
record labels and Rkhty hopes 
to do the same.     

Rkhty has the fi lm indus-
try in her sights as well. She 
wants to be the voice that 
everyone would like to hear. 
But Rkhty would also like to 
set up an organization to  help 
struggling artists both in New 
York and the Caribbean. She 

calls for more respect for 
the arts and artists.

Rkhty likes to travel 
and the Dominican Repub-
lic is one of her favorite 
places. She lived there for 
a semester learning Span-
ish and took an interest in 
the culture of the country. 
This left her with a deep 
appreciation multicultural-
ism. Rhkty says that in the 
next year, ‘I want to push 
my music to a higher level 
to a wider audience and for 
it to have an international 
appeal. I want to challenge 
myself and open up more 
doors.’

Rkhty is a young lady 
that will go far in her fi eld. 
She has the right attitude 
and we wish her and her 
family all the best in the 
future. 

The Lady With an Amazing Voice!

Rkhty (Ruh-keh-ti) is 
the lady with an amaz-
ing voice that is set to 
take the music world 
by storm!


