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The Guyana Institute of Historical Research congratulates the Government and 
people of Guyana on this country’s 50 years of political independence (26 May 
1966-26 May 2016) 
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Independence  

 
[M. Shahabudeen Constitutional Development In Guyana 1621- 1978 (Georgetown, Guyana: 1978) p. 
565]  
 The British Guiana Act, 1928, was repealed by the Guyana Independence Act, 1966.  Section 1 of 
this  Act, which was passed on May 12, 1966, provided that on and after May 26, 1966, the British 
Government was to have no responsibility for the government of the territory which immediately before 
that day constituted the colony of British Guiana and which thereafter was to be called “Guyana”.  No 
Act of the British Parliament passed on or after that day would extend to Guyana as part of its law, and 
the Colonial Laws Validity Act, 1865, was not to apply to the legislature of Guyana.   Under schedule 1 
full power was conferred on the legislature of Guyana to make laws having extra –territorial operation.  
Further, no law made by it was to be void or inoperative on the ground of repugnance to the law of 
England or to the provisions of any Act of the United Kingdom Parliament, including the Guyana 
Independence Act itself, and accordingly it was further provided that the legislature was to be 
competent to repeal any such Act.  The Act included consequential provisions relating to nationality.  
Section 6 enabled the Queen in Council made the Guyana Independence Order, 1966, which revoked 
the previous constitutional instruments, made suitable arrangements,   and set out in a schedule the 
constitution of the independent state of Guyana.   
 
 We are pleased to announce that the annual KIDS History Vacation 

School is from July 25-29. 
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Guyana: Freedom Year  
(NOTE. In the year 1962, all letters sent out by government departments in the then colony  
 of British Guiana were stamped with the slogan “Freedom Year ,“ in anticipation of  

the achievement of independence.  That year there were political riots and arson in 
 many parts of the country, and the Indians and Africans, who together constitute  
the majority of the population, were more hostile to each other than ever before. 
That year, too, the government announced that the colony after achieving its freedom, 
would be renamed Guyana.  Independence was granted on May 26, 1966).     
 
Says official strategy: 
“This year each man shall be free”_ 
Fratricide and poet too, 
Peasant and incendiary. 
 
December vents the thunderstorm: 
So paddy thrives, and scorpion. 
Where the creek slopes curdling bile 
The railway bridge thrusts down its piles, 
Shading the eggs of crocodiles. 
 
Note that the river bed conceals  
Nuggets, and spawn of deadly eels. 
Note too: the selfsame land can feed  
The agouti, and the centipede. 
 
In a guest house once at Bartica 
In the slipper at my father’s foot, 
Each hair bristling from its root, 
Hid the starred tarantula. 
 
Note well:  across the country’s face, 
Mocking hypocrite pose and creed, 
Enmities of blood and race  
Branch like rivers, and disgrace  
Each father’s seed. 
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Visit the Guyana Institute Of Historical 

Research Booth at the Arthur Chung 

Convention Center on May 23-24. 
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Minister of Education Winifred Gaskin 
By 

Gillian Bristol and Hazel Woolford 

 
Winifred Ivy Gaskin was born on May 10,1916 to Stanley and Irene  Thierens at Buxton.  It was in 

this village on the East Coast of Demerara that she spent her early years.   Winifred Ivy Gaskin was born 
on 10 May 1916 to Stanley and Irene Thierens at Buxton.    She was the second of six children. 
 Her mother, a Berbician, was a quiet and soft spoken woman who believed in modesty and 
courtesy.  Her father was a strict disciplinarian and Headmaster of the St. Anthony’s Roman Catholic 
school.  She lost her mother at age twelve.   Her father remarried, but the second marriage ended after 
a few years. 
 She had her primary education at the St. Anthony’s Roman Catholic school at Buxton where her 
father was Headmaster.   She was prepared for her common entrance by Ms. O’Jon and it was during 
this time her brilliance at English was noticed as being extremely high. 
 It was no wonder that in 1927 she won the Buxton scholarship and began attending the 
Charlestown convent.   After a few years she won another scholarship and, then moved on to Bishops 
High school.   She was awarded runner-up to the Guiana scholarship. 
 Winifred was of Catholic denomination in religion.   She spent her early years attending the St. 
Anthony’s Roman Catholic church at Buxton where she was baptized Winifred Maria.    

Winifred was quite a romantic at heart from an early age.  She could not reconcile fights and 
divorces as being compatible with love. 
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Her romance with Berkley Gaskin who later became her husband realized a head on collision 
between her father and herself…  she and Berkley Gaskin were married in a simple ceremony in 
December 1939.    This marriage produced one son, Gregory Delmar Gaskin. 

Despite her first choice was Journalism, upon her leaving school the opportunities did not 
accommodate such.   Instead she opted to be a Librarian but she did not succeed.  She taught for a short 
period at the St. Mary’s Roman Catholic school along with Thelma Gaskin, who later became her sister-
in-law. 

She had the distinction of being the first female to enter into the Civil Service when she 
obtained a secretarial job at the General Post Office, thus becoming a pace setter for women and their  
entry into the Civil Service.   
 She made her debut as a Journalist, and one of much caliber, when she wrote her first article for 
the ‘Christmas Annual’, … it firmly launched her into Journalism and she later worked with the Argosy 
and Booker News. 
 Wherever she worked she had a good relationship with most of the persons with whom she was 
associated.  She was always amicable and willing to learn.  As Editor (Booker News)she never accepted 
what was reported to her as the basis for publication but visited areas to observe what was actually 
happening before publishing. 

She was appointed Minister of Education in the PNC /UF Coalition government in 1964.  With 
Independence, there arose the feeling that it was necessary to have a society whose  orientation was 
different from  from that of colonial days.  The youths of the country on whose shoulders the future lay 
thus  had to be impressed.  The Education Ministry was therefore called upon to answer to challenge 
and immediately one sees that Winifred Gaskin had a big task ahead . 
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Traditionally, the female politicians were assigned those 
ministries(the soft ministries sic) which invariably represented a 
large majority of women, and in which policy decisions had to be 
made in relation to national development, culture, education, 
education, and race relations.   During 1964 to 1976, Winifred 
Gaskin and Cecilene Baird were associated with educational 
policies which improved the lot of many Guyanese children.    
Many of the policies that Gaskin proposed were implemented 
during Cecilene Baird’s term in office.   These developments 
affected teacher-training, technical education, multi-grade 
system of education, and the expansion of the education system 
to accommodate the children who had not gained entry into the 
grammar-type schools. 

There was always a great demand for trained teachers 
in the school system since the nineteenth century and prevous 
governments had attempted to solve the problem by 
encouraging teachers to be trained at the Lady Mico Teacher’s 
Training College in Jamaica.  Some church schools had 
conducted in-house training for their teachers locally, but there 

was still a dire need for more trained teachers.   The Government established a Teacher’s Training 
College in 1889, which was subsequently closed, because of lack of finance, but it was reopened in 1928.   
However, there were pupil-teachers who were ineligible to attend college, because they did not have 
adequate qualifications.  Hence Gaskin amended the entry requirements and, in 1973, those persons 
who had 4 GCE O’ Level passes were allowed to enter the College.   She strongly defended her position 
on the grounds that she preferred to have educated teachers in the classroom than party faithful whose 
only qualification was loyalty to the political party. 

Winifred Gaskin had piloted the Ministry of Education into the post-colonial era.  During her 
administration she had introduced the multi-grade level system of education, and developed those 
primary schools which had secondary departments into ‘All-Age’ schools.   Gaskin had also abolished fee 
paying at the Government Technical Institute, and established it as a pre-university institution. 

Under her watch, the issue of Church and State in education was debated in the press and the 
church.   It was suggested that her insistence on state control, and the subsequent removal of religious 
knowledge from the school curriculum, contributed to her removal from political office.   She 
subsequently became Ambassador to Jamaica and the rest of the Caribbean.  On retirement she joined 
the Research department of the People’s National Congress.  There is a bill b8ard erected in her honor in 
her village of Buxton . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Register today for the Ninth Research Conference on 

Saturday 25June, at the National Library. 

Registration fee:  $3,000. 
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INDEPENDENCE & RESILIENCE –  Our people’s path to economic progress 

  

Following is the Full Text of the address by President David Granger to the National 

Assembly today 14th January, 2016 

  

 
President David Granger 

We, the Guyanese people, this year, celebrate the Independence we gained fifty years ago on 26th May 

1966.  We were inspired then by our national motto – ‗One People, One Nation, One Destiny‘.  We are 

encouraged now by our efforts to make that motto a reality. We renew our pledge to make our cherished 

homeland a place of unity, security and prosperity. 

We, Guyanese, commemorate this 50th anniversary of our nation‘s Independence – our 

‗quinquagenary‘ – with determination to improve our citizens‘ quality of life, to transform our national 

economy and to pursue a path to progress. 

Guyana became independent after 350 years of Dutch and British imperial rule. The new nation was born 

under a state of emergency. The acrid odour of civil conflict hung like a pall over the land. The vista of 

divided villages scarred the landscape. The voices of disunity and enmity echoed in marketplaces and 

bottom-houses. 

We had a new name, a new national anthem, a new flag, a new coat-of-arms, new passports, new 

postage stamps, new coinage, a new Constitution and a new National Assembly. Those new symbols did 

not make us independent.  We were very much still British Guiana on the night of 25th of May 1966. 

http://www.inewsguyana.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Granger-1.jpg
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The Governor-General, the titular representative of the British Queen, was a foreigner. The Chief of Staff 

of the Guyana Defence Force was a foreigner. The Commissioner of the Guyana Police Force was a 

foreigner. The Governor of the Bank of Guyana was a foreigner. The Vice-Chancellor of the University of 

Guyana was a foreigner. The Anglican Bishop of Guyana was a foreigner. The Roman Catholic Bishop of 

Guyana was a foreigner. The major industries – bauxite and sugar and the banking system – were in the 

hands of foreigners. We became an independent state by appellation but remained a dependent economy 

in actuality. 

Political Independence was neither the work of one person nor one party nor was it a sudden event.  It 

was a process that took place over a long period of several decades. It was the climax of a popular 

movement. Legislators, workers, ex-servicemen and ordinary people agitated to achieve political 

Independence.  We are heirs of their efforts, successors to their struggles and, now, possessors of their 

patrimony. 

Political Independence did not come easily or cheaply. It came only after decades of distress, distrust 

and, tragically, deaths.  Let us not now dwell on the pain of the past but look with faith to the future.  Let 

the sacrifice of those who struggled and died inspire us today and guide generations to 

cometomorrow and beyond. 

Political Independence meant change. It meant, at the collective level, a change from colony to nation. It 

meant, at the individual and at the psychological level, a change from subject to citizen, and from 

discrimination to dignity and equality.  Statehood, however, meant more than political change.  Our first 
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Prime Minister, Forbes Burnham, wisely advised: ―Independence … is a means towards an end.  The end 

must be the changing of our society and the revolutionising of the economy‖. 

Changing the name of a country was simple matter.  Revolutionising the economy, indeed, was a difficult 

and never-ending process. This Year – 2016 – is an opportunity to hasten our economic development. 

 Our Golden Jubilee year presents us with the challenge of renewing the ‗Independence Covenant‘ and of 

rekindling the enterprising ‗spirit of 26th May.‘  This year has been designated the ‗Year of Renaissance.‘ It 

will be devoted to the rebirth and the renewal of the promise of economic independence and resilience. 

We became independent and made a covenant among ourselves that we would, in a free state, aspire to 

enjoy a better life than we had to endure in a colony.  We toiled to repair a country that had been 

damaged by disunity and division.  We strove to create a community of comity and unity. We sought to 

satisfy the needs of our people by expanding public education, health, communications and 

transportation services. 

We erected an airport, bridges, highways, housing schemes, schools and a university. We established 

new national institutions such as our Ombudsman and our own Court of Appeal.  We created a credible 

Foreign Service and cemented international friendships and alliances to secure our territory from external 

aggression.  We contributed to the establishment of CARIFTA CARICOM and the ACP.  We took our place 

in the international community. 

Independent statehood vested us with the responsibility of being guardians of our territory, custodians of 

our national patrimony and masters of our own destiny. Our new status imposed an obligation to improve 

our citizens‘ access to public services.  Independence promised expanded opportunities and enhanced 

security.  It engendered hopes of a ‗good life‘ for all. 

The fulfilment of these hopes rested, in part, on the new nation‘s capability to build a resilient economy 

upon the remnants of the old order. The old colonial economy had produced an army of landless and 

impoverished peasants and workers. It had consigned the mass of our people to an existence of 

persistent poverty. It had doomed our country to a destiny of dependency. 

The new state was expected to surmount the legacy and impediments of three and a half centuries of 

economic exploitation. It was expected to educate masses of unemployed young people; to enhance the 

productive capacity of workers; to eradicate poverty and to ensure everyone‘s well-being.  These have 

not been easy tasks. 

The old economy was dominated by six commodities – rice, sugar, bauxite, gold, diamonds and timber.  

Excessive economic dependence on the export earnings of these six primary commodities exposed us to 

the volatilities of global commodity prices. The old economy was susceptible to external shocks. 
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The ‗Independence Covenant,‘ therefore, remains unconsummated. Our task today is to complete our 

mission by securing, within the next decade, a ‗good life‘ for all Guyanese.  The necessity of economic 

transformation cannot be denied or delayed. We must act resolutely to implement the reforms that are 

essential to building a resilient economy — one that is adaptive to the changes and responsive to the 

challenges of the global economy. 

We must, in so doing, recognise some of the other impediments imposed by the circumstances under 

which we attained Independence fifty years ago.  These impediments must now be overcome if we are to 

achieve the economic basis for a higher quality of life. 

We are proud of our accomplishments since achieving political Independence over the past fifty years.  

We now look forward to the achievement of economic independence over the next fifty. We shall be 

prouder when we employ our energies and efforts in this special year of our ‗national renaissance‘ to 

remove the remaining obstacles that still keep us disunited, and to chart a course that will bring 

happiness to our people.  It is now time to set forth on a new pathway to progress. 

A fresh start 

It is time for a fresh start – a new beginning. It is time to redouble our efforts to eradicate poverty. Our 

government is committed to promoting sustained economic growth with enhanced distributive justice so 

that inequalities are reduced and opportunities are increased. 

Our vision is for every Guyanese to be able to enjoy a ‗good life.‘  Achieving a ‗good life‘ is not a wish or a 

dream. It requires greater equality of opportunity in order to attain economic growth.  A ‗good life‘ is 

about removing inequalities and providing opportunities for every citizen to be the best he or she can be. 

It is in pursuit of achieving greater economic independence that we have reconfigured an executive 

cabinet to give leadership to the renewed national effort to rebuild our economy. It is for this purpose 

that we have come to the Legislative branch of government to appeal for collaboration in our common 

pursuit of economic independence. 

The Executive and Legislative branches, together, can continue to pursue policies which emphasize 

economic openness and competitiveness. We can, together, continue to seek investment for the 

sustainable development of our natural resources. We can, together, ensure that the benefits of the 

exploitation of these resources redound to enhancing the quality of life of all Guyanese. 

The Ministry of the Presidency has been reconfigured to combine the offices of the President, Vice-

President and Prime Minister and Ministers of State, Citizenship and Social Cohesion.  This combination 

enhances governance and, especially through the Office of the Prime Minister, manages the 

government‘s business and legislative agenda in the National Assembly. 
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Our Ministry of Social Cohesion, a Ministry within the Ministry of the Presidency, will continue its arduous 

work to reinforce national unity. We can be one nation only if all sections of our population feel that they 

share in our country‘s economic development. We must, in 2016, dispel enmity among individuals and 

groups. We must move forward as a united nation. 

Colonial rule fomented divisions of race, religion and region which have imposed a big burden on the 

slender shoulders of our small society. These divisions, for fifty years, have frustrated our economic 

development, making national unity elusive. National unity does not preclude the existence of differences 

in philosophies or opinions. It does include a willingness to respect each other‘s rights. 

Our Golden Jubilee is a propitious moment for all Guyanese to put an end to hateful and unhelpful 

political discord, disaffection and disunity.  Our Golden Jubilee is a golden opportunity for us to cement 

national unity at the political level and at the economic level. 

Our Ministry of Citizenship, a Ministry with the Ministry of the Presidency, will implement systems to 

ensure that every Guyanese child‘s birth is registered and will develop policies to ensure greater control 

over illegal aliens.  The Ministry, in this era of global terrorist threats and transnational crime, will work 

with the Ministries of Foreign Affairs, Public Security and Social Protection to confront the challenges of 

international terrorism, migration and trafficking in persons. 

The provision of public services is an essential and indispensible function of our government.  Public 

services build public trust through common access, fairness, timeliness and usefulness.  Public services 

play a vital role in creating an enabling environment for businesses and the efficient functioning of 

markets. The quality of public services determines citizens‘ quality of life. 

We will continue to reengineer government to ensure that our public services are accessible by all citizens 

this year. Public services must be people-friendly.  Public servants must be trained and ‗unbribable‘. We 

shall continue to reform the Public Service to enhance its efficiency and assure its integrity. 

We have recruited a resourceful team of fourteen ‗line‘ ministers from our six-party coalition for the 

purpose of promoting economic growth. 

Our Ministry of Business will improve the ease of doing business; attract increased foreign and local 

investment; support the development and export of value-added industries and products; support 

industrial development through the establishment of industrial estates; encourage small- and micro-

enterprises and revitalise our village economies. It will continue to support the traditional sectors of the 

economy and create favourable conditions for investors. 

We will pursue economic diversification, augment value-added industries and introduce new 

developmental portals. We will, also, reduce Guyana‘s vulnerability by expanding the economy into the 
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services sector and building strong tourism and hospitality industries by developing a diversified mix of 

tourism products. 

Our Ministry of Agriculture has been confronted with the reality that some traditional sectors which have 

been the mainstays of our economy are in a crisis.  The sugar industry suffered serious setbacks. Rice is 

facing competition from other low-cost producers and its export markets are threatened. An agricultural 

diversification plan has to be launched. This must involve the restructuring of the traditional agricultural 

productive sectors. 

The plan is to diversify agriculture into new crops and to open up new areas of cultivation, particularly 

away from the flood-prone coastal plane.  We will expand rice cultivation and establish a stabilisation 

fund for the export prices of rice.  We will improve drainage and irrigation systems; strengthen the 

regulatory framework  governing the fisheries sector and promote large-scale agriculture in the 

intermediate savannahs. 

Our Ministry of Finance, over the next decade, will develop policies and provide incentives, to encourage 

greater value-added activities in the productive sectors.  This will ensure that our economy can be better 

insulated from external shocks.  It will ensure that our young people benefit from the increased 

employment generated by greater value-added activities. It will ensure enforcement of the law through 

rigorous suppression of contraband smuggling and tax evasion. 

Our Ministry of Public Telecommunications, formally established at the start of the year, is evidence of 

our government‘s commitment to a digital economy as a new portal of development. Data and 

information and communications technologies, increasingly, will become drivers of economic growth. 

They will allow us to develop new products and services, improve competitiveness and transform the 

business, health and education sectors. We will ensure that more teachers, more students and more 

schools go online over the next decade. 

Our Ministry of Communities will move progressively towards reaffirming the primacy of local government 

and creating a ‗green economy‘.  Our efforts have started with cleaning up our environs to restore a 

sense of order and cleanliness to our communities and municipalities.  Our determination to conduct local 

government elections, our decision to promote local democracy and our establishment of new towns to 

strengthen regions have opened a new chapter in public administration. 

Our Ministry of Education is committed to realigning our educational system so that it produces the skills 

necessary for economic transformation.  It has become an article of faith of this administration that every 

child must go to school. It is our mission and our obligation to make universal primary and secondary 

education a total reality. We will use every resource at our disposal to ensure that every Guyanese child, 

in every part of the country, has access to transportation – by bicycle, boat or bus – to get to school. 

Guyana‘s economic transformation over the next decade requires that we invest in a skilled and healthy 

workforce. It will also depend on our ability to deepen national unity and strengthen our national 
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identity.  We are committed to restoring national pride, fostering respect for our national symbols and 

monuments and protecting them from damage and degradation.  We shall assert our identity and 

celebrate our achievements. 

 Our Ministry of Social Protection will restore dignity of vulnerable groups, reduce gender disparities and 

protect the disabled.  It will reduce major social ills such as child and elderly abuse, violence and sexual 

abuse, labour violations, suicide, trafficking in persons, youth crime and youth unemployment.  It will 

provide support to those facing difficult circumstances.  It will improve enforcement of employers‘ 

obligations for national insurance protection for working people. It will also ensure safe working 

conditions for everyone and will suppress trafficking in persons. 

 Our Ministry of Legal Affairs is committed to the independence of the judiciary and the autonomy of 

Constitutional offices. We shall defend the integrity and independence of our National Assembly. 

Independence requires the preservation of national institutions which promote ―national identity and 

ensure a stable legal and constitutional environment.‖ We are committed to the strengthening of the 

institutions which were created as a consequence of Independence.  We reaffirm our commitment to the 

supremacy of theConstitution.  We reassure the nation of our support for the strengthening of the 

National Assembly as an essential pillar of democratic rule. 

Our Ministry of Public Infrastructure will extend our physical infrastructure in order to intensify integration 

and promote development.  We will, at the same time, provide greater access to the resources of the 

hinterland which can be exploited for the benefit of all of our people. 

Political Independence was intended to benefit all Guyanese.  Independent Guyana is a unitary state.  We 

are one nation.  The challenge of Independence was to move forward as an undivided nation. Wide gaps 

have opened in income between rich and poor and in levels of development between rural and urban and 

between hinterland and coastland.  A key objective of our government is the reduction of these 

inequalities by expanding infrastructure to promote geographical integration and economic inclusivity. 

Integration and inclusivity, in turn, impact positively on reducing inequalities. 

Our Government, this year, 2016, will continue to place emphasis on greater connectivity between 

coastland and hinterland and between rural and urban areas.  Our economic programme for 2016 will 

include important investments in internal transport infrastructure – especially aerodromes, bridges, ferries 

and stellings. 

We will also support plans for the expansion of communications infrastructure so as to support existing 

and new investments.  This year will see increased emphasis on investments in infrastructure to improve 

access to those areas where our natural resources are located and also to support the development and 

integration of the hinterland to the coastland. 
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Our Ministry of Public Infrastructure will lead Guyana‘s drive towards cheaper and cleaner forms of 

energy. Our economic transition towards developing a competitive manufacturing sector requires cheaper 

energy. 

Our country‘s goal is to achieve a ‗green economy‘ – one characterized by greater use and dispersion, 

throughout Guyana, of renewable sources of energy such as wind, solar and hydro power. 

We will pursue climate resilience as another portal of development. Climate change is an indisputable 

reality. Guyana, as a small, developing, low-lying coastal state, ignores the consequences of climate 

change at its peril. The rise in sea levels and the extremes of the weather, all associated with climate 

change, will present formidable challenges to our nation. 

Our infrastructure is incapable of coping with the consequences of flooding, drought and damage to our 

sea defences.  We will, over the course of the next decade, be implementing a national climate resilience 

and adaptation strategy that includes disaster risk reduction measures. 

Our Ministry of Indigenous People‘s Affairs will continue to play a pivotal role in protecting the livelihood 

of our indigenous peoples and promoting the development of their communities.  It will improve 

educational access; reduce poverty through skills training and entrepreneurship; promote sustainable 

agriculture and community-based tourism; extend a hinterland energy programme with a strong bias 

towards use of renewable energy technologies. 

Our Ministry of Public Health will improve equity and quality in the delivery of primary health care 

through the strengthening of regional health systems.  It will contribute to increased productivity by 

instituting a nation-wide system of accessible, quality health care. It will intensify its efforts to uncover 

the underlying personal and social causes of suicide. 

Our Ministry of Natural Resources will oversee the sustainable exploitation of our resources which require 

investments in infrastructure, particularly in the hinterland where our natural resources abound. We can 

open up our bountiful resources for development only if adequate infrastructure is in place. 

Independence bequeathed the resources of our country as the common patrimony of its citizens. 

Guyana‘s natural resources need not be left idle. They can be exploited sustainably and in an 

environmentally-friendly manner for the benefit of all of our people.  We will continue to improve the 

management of our natural resources in an environmentally conscious manner in order to ensure that our 

ecosystems make a contribution to global climate change solutions and the protection of our citizens. 

Independence imposed the obligation on the state to secure its borders and to ensure the safety of its 

citizens.   Our Ministry of Foreign Affairs will continue to advance Guyana‘s economic interests and secure 

protection for the defence of our territorial integrity within the international community.  Guyana will 

continue to reinforce national security in order to protect the country‘s patrimony in the face of threats by 
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working with the Secretary General of the United Nations to seek a swift juridical solution to the spurious 

claim of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to our territory. 

Our government will continue to exercise vigilance over our territory and sea space. We will continue to 

advance Guyana‘s trade and economic interests, especially with our sisters states in the Caribbean 

Community (CARICOM) and the Union of South American Nations (UNASUR) through vigorous bilateral 

and multilateral diplomacy. 

Our Ministry of Public Security will implement policies to secure our citizens from the threat of national 

and transnational crime, violence and disorder. We will, in 2016, establish an environment of enhanced 

human safety and public security.  The government will continue to place emphasis on improving 

investigative and detective capabilities and regaining people‘s confidence in the Guyana Police Force.  We 

shall equip the enforcement arms of the state with the resources to enable them to serve our citizens and 

safeguard our independence. 

The Year of Renaissance 

The Legislative and Executive branches of government, this year, must work together.  This is the year 

for national unity. This is the year of fulfilling the unrealised objectives of economic independence.  This 

is the year for recommitting to the vision of a free, united and prosperous country – one in which ‗a good 

life‘ is attainable by everyone. 

We, the elected political representatives of the people, must lead by example.  The people of Guyana 

look to us for leadership. We must open avenues of cooperation and agreement so that we can join 

hands and hearts for the common good. We invite this honourable House to combine its talents to realise 

the aspirations and ideals to which we committed fifty years ago. 

We, Guyanese, chose to change the country‘s political culture from the divisive, degenerate and 

dangerous ‗winner-takes-all‘ model to one of inclusionary, participatory, multi-party democracy.  We 

aspire to strengthen national unity, expand national infrastructure, fortify national institutions, ensure 

national security and extend public services. We shall continue to work to regain public trust by improving 

and extending education, health, sanitation, water supply, electricity services and, affordable housing to 

the people. 

This New Year – 2016 – must bring us closer to the goal of realising our mandate to remake Guyana as 

the most beautiful, most bountiful and greenest country in the Caribbean. Our mission is to enable 

everyone to enjoy a ‗good life‘ which they deserve as citizens of an independent state. Our aim is to 

ensure that the ‗Independence Covenant‘, conceived fifty years ago, is consummated. 

Let us come together to realise the objectives of this grand project. Let us together to ensure that 2016 

will be Guyana‘s glorious year of ‗national renaissance.‘ Let us together to grasp the opportunities that 
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this year provides for us – to recapture the spirit of Independence and to secure ‗a good life‘ for 

generations to come. 

May God protect this National Assembly! May God protect our people! May God protect the Cooperative 

Republic of Guyana! I thank you. 

 

 

Guyana: 50 years ago 

The fiftieth anniversary of Guyana’s independence is fast approaching. Once more I just can’t help 
looking back, because I was there when Guyana gained its independence from Britain. 

Of course, it seemed as if it was yesterday, but every day at the workplace when I talk about 
certain things or hum a tune I realize how old I am. It is not that I am doddering, because in the gym I am 
much more active than people half my age. And it is not that I am a fitness freak; it is just that I need the 
exercise to control my blood pressure and my sugar level. 

However, I must go back fifty years. Guyana is a changed country, so changed that the younger 
people simply cannot imagine it any other way. Last week, my friend and school mate, Neville 
McAndrew took me to task for failing to recognize that there were other things that are no more. There 
were trains back then. Guyana had the first railroad in all of South America.    

Travelling to Rosignol these days is a blink. Drivers take slightly over an hour. Fifty years ago that 
trip took as long as six hours. Cars did not drive between Mahaica and Rosignol, because the road would 
have caused many of them to end up in the junk pile. 

As I noted last week, outside the city were unpaved roads. On East Coast Demerara, from 
Liliendaal to Ogle were two concrete strips. On West Demerara, from Crane the roads were unpaved. 



20 | P a g e  
 

People living on the leeward side had a daily dose of dust. Trucks drove along wetting the roads to keep 
the dust down. 

They had luggage carriages into which people would drive their cars, put their luggage and their 
vegetables. These days, trucks travel to the city laden with agricultural produce. Fifty years ago this was 
done by the trains. The trucks would assemble at the Carmichael Street terminal and collect the 
vegetables there. 
 

 
Travelling was fun. There were the first class carriages with padded seats and the third class with 

the wooden seats.  Trains stopped at the stations and the platforms. The express trains only stopped at 
the stations that were at Kitty, Plaisance, Beterverwagting, Buxton and the other large villages. The 
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station masters lived there with their families. These stations had large water tanks that provided water 
for the steam engines. The diesel engines did not need these tanks. 

Mahaica was a pleasure stop. The trains stopped there and the vendors would come up to the 
carriages with fish and bread.  Smart people waited until the train was about to leave before placing 
their order. Then the train would pull out and someone would get fleeced. 

The trains also ran along West Demerara from Vreed-en-Hoop to Parika.  Driving beyond 
Boeraserie was no fun. So people used the train. I remember going to Bartica the first time. My mother 
took me to the Transport and Harbours Department wharf in Kingston to catch the boat which departed 
at 5:00 in the morning. 

People walked at least a mile to get to the train stations, but that was not considered a feat. 
Early to bed, early to rise had to be the motto of the country folk. Mosquitoes were a constant 
companion on the trains, especially further away from the city. 

I did not know then, that I could catch the ferry at Georgetown at 8:00 am and ride to Parika to 
catch the same boat. It took close to three hours to travel from Georgetown to Parika. The ferry took 
twenty minutes to cross the Demerara River. The MV Makouria was introduced in 1960 to handle the 
growing traffic. There was no Demerara Harbour Bridge. 

If you were stranded in the city after six in the evening, you had problems getting home to any 
location along the coast. There was no bus service. You either walked or hoped there was a bicycle to 
help you travel the miles you had to go. After seven you had to sleep in Georgetown. 
I was one of those schoolboys who had to leave home at four or five in the morning to get to school for 
8:10. I could not be a part of the cricket team, because I would have been hard pressed to catch the last 
boat. 

Heading to Linden was a 14-hour trip on RH Carr. The Linden Highway was nonexistent. That did 
not come into being until 1968, the same year the Cheddi Jagan International Airport was moved from 
where the South Dakota circuit now is. People sat on that boat with cows and just about everything 
going to Linden. 

 
Just picture the scene—people travelling to Georgetown to be a part of the Independence flag-

raising ceremony. One had to really want to be in Georgetown to suffer that trip. Linden was another 
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country. That was why people planned boat excursions to Linden. Imagine dancing non-stop for 
fourteen hours. Some got drunk. On one occasion a fellow named Frank from Den Amstel fell off the 
boat and drowned. He was not the only one and such incidents made news. 
Fifty years later, people go to Linden for fun. It takes just over an hour and they don’t need to find 
hotels. 
People should understand why Georgetown was the prize place for a location. It looked so good with its 
paved roads and storefront lights. When people travelled to the city they always brought fruits and 
vegetables. To this day people say that when you travel to the city the Georgetowners would ask, “What 
you bring?” When they visit they asked, “What you got?” 

Today we talk about communities holding their own ceremonies. Back then fifty years ago, it 
was the best thing, because getting to the heart of the celebrations was so difficult. A lot has changed. 
Some would say for the better, but back then, people in rural Guyana couldn’t be bothered with locking 
their homes. 

There have been a lot of changes in the city too. You could not drive along Sheriff Street to 
Lodge. To get to the newly constructed Davis Memorial Hospital you had to go to Vlissengen Road, then 
on to D’Urban Street. Later, some enterprising people placed a coconut tree trunk across that canal 
aback of the Botanical Gardens for those who walked—and there were many—to get to Lodge. 
Homestretch Avenue was not there, nor was there a National Cultural Centre. That came six years later. 

Norton Street, Lodge was a track inaccessible to motor vehicles. That changed not so long ago. 
And in Georgetown there were the yellow buses that were so efficient that everyone used them. Such 
was the state when independence came in 1966. 
[Reprinted from Guyanese Online ]  
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Bibliography on the works of Dr. Perry Mars 

Compiled by Dr. Nigel Westmaas 

Professor Dr. Perry Mars died on 12 May 2016. 
The late Dr. Pariedeau (Perry) Mars 
(A Sample of his work) 

 

 

 

 

Books: 
Edited with Alma Young, Caribbean Labor and Politics Wayne State University Press, 2004 
Edited with David Williams et. al., Privatization Versus Community. Rowman and Littlefield, Lanham, 
2001 
Ideology and Change: The Transformation of the Caribbean Left The Press University of the West Indies 
and Wayne State University Press, 1998 
Edited with Harold Lutchman, Selected Issues in Guyanese Politics, University of Guyana, Georgetown, 
1976 
Author (with Anne Gillies and Virginia Ravndal), Guyana: Assessment of Development Results. New York: 
UNDP, 2010 
“The Significance of the 1962/64 Disturbances in Guyana”, The History Gazette No. 70, Guyana History 
Society, June 1994 
"The Caribbean State and Ethnic Conflict Resolution," Working Paper No. 2 Center for Peace and Conflict 
Studies, Wayne State University, Feb. 1993 
Foreign Influence and Political Conflict in the Post-Colonial Caribbean," Working Paper No. 133, Center 
for Studies of Social Change, New School for Social Research, March, 1992 
“Structural Inequalities and Political Violence: The Guyana Experience” Occasional Papers, No. 6, 
Political Science and Law, University of Guyana,1973 
Book Chapters: 
“The Crisis of Security and Development in Guyana: 1985-2005”, In Necla Tschirgi, Francesco Mancini 
and Michael Lund (eds.), The Security-Development Nexus in the Developing World, New York and 
Boulder: International Peace Academy and Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2010 
“Cheddi Jagan: A Short Bio”, in Immanuel Ness (ed.), The International Encyclopedia of Revolution and 
Protest, MA: Wiley-Blackwell (2009) 
“The Guyana Diaspora and Homeland Conflict Resolution”, in Isodore Ikpewu and Ali Mazrui (eds.), The 
New African Diaspora, Bloomington: Indiana University Press (2009) 
“The African Diaspora”, in Encyclopedia of Race and Racism, Macmillan Reference, 2007 
“Caribbean Racial Formations”, in Encyclopedia of Race and Racism, Macmillan Reference, 2007 
“Ethno-Politics and the Caribbean Working Class Project” ,in Mars and Young (eds.), Caribbean Labor 
and Politics: Legacies of Cheddi Jagan and Michael Manley, Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 2004 
With Alma Young, “Introduction” to Mars and Young, Caribbean Labor and Politics: Legacies of Cheddi 
Jagan and Michael Manley, Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 2004 
“The Race-Class Problematic and the Caribbean Left”, in Holgar Henke, ed., Political Culture of the 
Modern Caribbean, Kingston: The Press University of the West Indies, 2003 
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"Labour-management Conflict and the Genesis of ISWB's in Guyana," in David Williams and Clive 
Thomas [eds.] Privatization Versus Community, Lanham: Rowman and Littlefield, 2001 
“Socio-Political Impact of Large Scale Gold Mining in Guyana: Resolving Capital-Labour Tensions," IDS, 
edited Proceedings, Guyana’s Gold Industry: Evolution, Structure, Impacts and Non-Wage Benefits, 
Georgetown, 1998 
"Competing Theories and Third World Political Practice," Michael Martin and Terry Kendal [eds.] Studies 
in Development and Change in the Modern World, New York: Oxford University Press, 1989 
"Political Violence and Ethnic Polarization in Guyana," in Lutchman and Mars, [eds.] Selected Issues in 
Guyanese Politics, Georgetown, 1976 
Journal Articles: 
“Caribbean Influences in African American Political Struggles”, Ethnic and Racial Studies, Vol. 27, No. 4, 
July 2004 
“Ethnic Politics and Conflict Resolution: The Guyana Example”, Journal of Peace Research, Vol. 38, No. 3, 
May 2001 
"Political Conflicts and Democratic Change in the Caribbean," Transition. Issue 25, June 1996 
“Globalization and Political Turmoil in the Caribbean”, International Journal of Black Studies, Vol. 12, No. 
1, Spring/summer 2006 
"Foreign Influence, Political Conflicts and Conflict Resolution in the Caribbean," Journal of Peace 
Research, Vol.32, No. 4, November 1995 
"State Intervention and Ethnic Conflict Resolution: Guyana and the Caribbean Comparative Politics, Vol. 
27, No 2, January 1995 
The ISWB Project: UG-Dalhousie Research Co-operation, IDS Bulletin, June 1995 
"Ethnic Conflict and Political Control: The Guyana Experience," Social and Economic Studies, Volume 39, 
No. 3, 1990 
"Notes on A Political Solution," IDS Bulletin, No. 3, 1990 
"The 1985 Guyana Elections in Retrospect," Bulletin of Eastern Caribbean Affairs, Volume 13, No. 4, 
[September-October] 1987. 
“Movimientos Marxistas y Politica Electoral en el Caribe Anglo-fono," El Caribe Contemporaneo, No. 13, 
1986 
"Political Mobilization and Class Struggle in the Caribbean." Contemporary Marxism, No. 10, 1985 
"Competing Theories and Third World Development," California Sociologist, Nos. 1 and 2, 
Summer/Winter, 1985 
"The Nassau Understanding: Problems and Prospects," Caricom Perspectives, No. 29, January 1985 
"Destabilization and Socialist Orientation in the English speaking Caribbean," Latin American 
Perspectives, Vol. 11, No. 3, 198 
Destabilization, Foreign Intervention and Socialist Transformation in the Caribbean," Transition, Issue 7, 
1983 
"Race and Class as Determinants in the Caribbean Political Process: Some Methodological issues," 
Revista/Review Interamericana, Vol. X, No. 4,1980 
"Political Determinants of Revolutionary Change in the Third World,"  
Social Praxis, Vol. 8, Nos. 1 and 2, 1978 
"Comparative Socialism and Marxist Theory," Caribbean Issues, Vol. IV, No. 2, 1978 
"Class Conflict and Political Change: Relevance to Third World Societies," Transition, Vol. 1, No. 1, 1978 
"The Nature of Political Violence," Social and Economic Studies, Vol. 24, No. 2, June, 1975 
“The Conditions of Political Stability," GISRA (Guyana Institute for Social Research and Action), Vol. 6, 
No. 1, March, 1975 
"The Relevance of Illich: Some Political Implications of De-Schooling Guyanese Society", GISRA, Vol 4, 
No. 2, June, 1973 
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The Guyana Institute of Historical Research is 

looking for the donation of a computer projector.   

Your kind donation will be gratefully appreciated.  

The contact person is hazelwoolford@gmail.com 

Thank you. 

  

mailto:hazelwoolford@gmail.com
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Visit the GIHR Booth at the Golden Jubilee Literary fair at the Arthur Chung 

Convention Center on May 23-24.  Contact person is Hazel Woolford, 

hazelwoolford@gmail.com 

 
GIHR Books and Products 

1. DVDs of the GIHR 

Conferences are available 

for GY$5,000/US$20.00 per 

year. 

2. Hazel Woolford Linden Forbes 

Burnham:  His rich legacy of education 

and culture Montose: Guyana Institute 

of Historical Research, 2010.  ISBN 978-

976-8212-68-9 

3. Chapters in Guyanese History 

4. KIDS Illustrated History series 

5. GIHR News Black History edition 

6. CLEO Women’s History 

Magazine 

7. CLEO Immigrant Women’s 

History edition 

8. GIHR Heritage cards 

9. GIHR Heritage bookmarks 

10. GIHR Heritage key-rings 

11. GIHR Heritage calendars 

12. GIHR Heritage mugs 

Request a catalogue from Mrs. Hazel Woolford 
GIHR Registrar. 

hazelwoolford@gmail.com 
The following GIHR courses run from September 2014 to July 
2015: 

1. M.A. Historical studies. 
2. Diploma Historical studies 
3. Certificate in Historical studies 
4. Certificate in African-Guyanese history. 

Cost: $10,000.00 per unit or, $40,000 per trimester or, 
$100,000.00 per year.  

 
 
 

mailto:hazelwoolford@gmail.com
mailto:hazelwoolford@gmail.com
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Prime Ministers of Guyana since 1966 

Prime Ministers of Guyana since 1966 

Prime Ministers Period served 

Forbes Burnham 26 May 1966-6 October 1980 

Ptolemy Reid 6 October 1980- 16 August 1984 

Desmond Hoyte 16 August 1984- 6 August 1985 

Hamilton Green 6 August 1985- 9 October 1992 

Samuel Hinds 9 October 1992- 17 March 1997 

Janet  Jagan 17 March 1997- 22 December 
1997 

Samuel Hinds 22 December 1997- 9 August 
1999 

Bharrat Jagdeo 9 August 1999 – 11 August 1999 

Samuel Hinds 11 August 1999- 16 May 2015 

Moses Nagamootoo 20 May 2015- present 
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The Guyana Institute of Historical Research invites you to 

 

 

To:  

1. GIHR News- $600 per annum 
2. CLEO Women’s History magazine- $1,500 per annum 

 

Guyana Institute of Historical Research  Subscription Form 
 

 Yes! Start my subscription form for the next 3 issues of the GIHR News 

[BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE] 

 
 
Name: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Address: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Email address: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Region/State: …………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Post code: ………………………………………………………… Country: …………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
 
I enclose my money order/ cheque for $600/$1,500 for one year subscription of CLEO/GIHR News. 
Please send to Guyana Institute of Historical Research, 106 Atlantic Gardens, Montrose, East Coast 
Demerara.                                                                                                                                                                                


