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Welcome to the re-launching of our 

quarterly magazine, The Lindener. 

2016 feels like the right time to  

restart this publication, which has 

been of great value over the years 

in communicating the charitable 

work of the LFU. This year we mark 

the 50th anniversary of Guyana’s 

independence as well as the 100th 

anniversary of sustained bauxite 

mining, right in the heart of a  

constituency that the LFU is so 

proud to represent.  

We share in the optimism of our 

fellow Guyanese at this time in our 

sovereignty and the promise of the  

renewed self-governance for  

municipalities across the land.  

I ask you to join the LFU as partners 

in the renewal of our beloved 

hometown Linden and our sister 

communities, Coomacka, Ituni, and 

Kwanwani, with whom we share a 

common ‘bauxite’ history. 

Paula Walcott-Quintin 

Guyana Bauxite Industry Turns 100 

LFU Participates in Centennial Commemoration Efforts 

Guyana will mark its centennial anniversary of bauxite mining in October 2016, celebrating 

100 years of sustained bauxite mining in the community of Linden. A centennial committee, 

named Bauxite Century, has been announced to plan a fitting commemoration in Linden of 

this significant milestone. 

The ‘Bauxite Century’ planning committee comprises former senior mining executives,   

union representatives, managers, and former and current communications personnel as 

well as current executives of Bosai, former and current Region 10 leaders, and non-profit 

participants, including members representing the Linden Museum, local Tourism, and the 

Linden Fund USA (LFU). Read more on page 2. 

 

 

LFU Spelling Bee Competition is Official Part of  

50th Independence Schedule of Events in Region 10 

The annual Linden Fund USA Spelling Bee Competition, which is scheduled to be held on 

May 24 at 10am at LICHAS Hall, is one of 

several 50th anniversary events on the offi-

cial itinerary for Region 10. 

 

Held annually for the last eight years during 

Linden Town Week, the Spelling Bee is a 

highly anticipated event that is planned in 

conjunction with the Ministry of Education 

as part of the LFU’s commitment to making 

a difference in education in Region 10.                                           

        
 Read more on page 2. 
 

 

Loading bauxite by hand at Akyma Mines in 1917. 

Students from Amelia’s Ward Primary placed 1st 

and 3rd in the LFU Spelling Bee in 2015. 

http://www.lindenfund.org
mailto:secretary@lindenfund.org


The mission of the Linden Fund is 

to help play a role in the revitaliza-

tion of the Linden community, with 

particular focus on health and edu-

cation, and to provide funding for 

projects and initiatives that promote 

and enhance the development of the 

community.  
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Guyana Bauxite Industry Turns 100 (continued from page 1) 

Leading the Bauxite Century commemoration effort is and immediate past CEO of 

the Linmine Secretariat Horace James, a son-of-the-soil recently named the Officer-

in-Charge of the National Industrial and Commercial Investments Limited (NICIL).  

According to a news release issued by Mr. James, many of 
the Bauxite Century planning committee members 
“served the bauxite industry under Demba, Guybau, or 
one of its subsequent iterations, Guymine and Linmine.”  

“Collectively, these individual represent hundreds of years 
of combined management, engineering and leadership 
expertise invested in Guyana’s bauxite operations and it’s 
appropriate that they have a seat at the table to  
commemorate this milestone,” he added.  

Mr. James also thanked the LFU for its role in securing the 

involvement of former bauxite industry officials and staffers in the North American 

diaspora to be a part of the committee, which also includes LFU executives and 

members like Chair Paula Walcott-Quintin, Board member Lawrence Griffith, and 

members Irvin Davis and Louis London. 

Among its many tasks, the Bauxite Century will make outreach to expatriate former 
bauxite industry partners, including Canadian, U.S., and British transnationals Alcan 
and Alcoa, and invite the involvement of representatives of current mining concerns 
Rusal and Bosai to mark the centennial. 

More to come in our next issue.  

LFU Spelling Bee Competition (continued from page 1) 

Each year three grade six students from each of the Primary schools in Linden par-

ticipate in the competition. The first, second, and third place winners receive both 

trophies and prizes for their outstanding performance.  

 

The Linden Fund USA is pleased to partner in this 

annual endeavor with Caribbean-based business 

Ansa McAl, whose ongoing commitment to the 

communities they serve is a key part of the success 

of the competition, said LFU Vice Chair Keith 

Semple.  

 

Reporter and former Guymine Communications 

Department journalist Jeffrey Trotman wrote a 

wonderful news article about the LFU’s 2015 

Spelling Bee Competition. Read it here. 
 

Look for an article on the 2016 event. 

LFU’s Keith Semple presents trophy to overall 

winner Denzil Yaw of Amelia’s Ward Primary 

School at LICHAS Hall. 

Shanae Nicholson took 3rd place and 

Denzil Yaw took 1st place overall in last 

year’s Spelling Bee. 
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http://www.stabroeknews.com/2015/news/stories/04/28/amelias-ward-dominates-inter-primary-spelling-bee/
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Preview of Annual  

Teachers and Administrators Workshop in Linden 

One of the objectives of the Linden Fund USA is to help to expand the educational opportunities for the children of Linden and the 

surrounding areas. This is done by providing workshops annually for teachers with the specific focus on improving their classroom 

performance, which will move teaching and learning in the schools to a higher level. In the past three years, sessions for School 

Administrators have been added while an Early Childhood  

component will be added to this year’s workshop.  

Planned closely with the Ministry of Education in Region 10, the 

three-day LFU workshops include sessions directed to teachers  

and administrators in Nursery, Primary, and Secondary schools in 

the Linden area. Over the past seven years, many teachers have  

benefitted immeasurably from the workshops, with as many as 50 

teachers and administrators in 2014 and 2015. The evaluations 

conducted by consultants and visits to their classrooms indicate that the attendees, especially the new teachers, are benefitting 

immensely from these workshops. 

In fact, several of the new teachers expressed strong feelings about the value of the LFU workshop held in 2015. Two of them are 

quoted as saying in their evaluations:  

  “The workshop should be aired [on TV] so that more teachers can benefit.”  

 ”More beginning (junior) teachers should be allowed to attend the workshops to receive  

 the valuable information that was shared.” 

The LFU is committed to funding and facilitating these annual workshops and see them as a vital partnership with the Ministry of 
Education, headed by Ms. Marcia Paddy-Andrews, Regional Education Officer, and with the invaluable help of Ms. Kean Adams at 
the Ministry of Education in Linden. 
 
In fact, the LFU envisions the future of this workshop as including educa-
tors from other Region 10 communities like Ituni and Coomacka. Due to 
the distance from the workshop site and the cost involved for overnight 
stay for the multi-day event, teachers in these surrounding communities 
do not yet have the opportunity to attend the annual LFU workshop and 
benefit from the experiences gained by the educators who reside and 
work in the immediate Linden area.  
 
We’re committed to removing that impediment for those educators and 
the LFU will be looking to partner with our friends and supporters to 
expand the workshop and our overall education initiatives in the region. 
 
Our sincere appreciation to the dedicated U.S. educators: Ivy Mitchell, Kelly Thomas, Francine Brotherson, and Steve Henry, who 

travel to Guyana each year on behalf of the LFU, to conduct the annual workshops. We are grateful for their commitment to this 

important initiative! 

 

The upcoming 2016 LFU Teachers and Administrators Workshop is scheduled for May 31-June 2 in Linden.  

Pictures and follow-up articles will appear in the next issue of The Lindener. 
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LFU 2016 Calendar of Events 

 

2016 Activities in Linden 

May 24   Spelling Bee Competition 

  10 a.m., LICHAS Hall 

 

May 31 - Three-Day Teachers & Administrators  

June 2  Workshop, 9 a.m to 3 p.m. 

  LEN Building, Republic Avenue 

The LFU will also be involved in the Bauxite Century 

launch event in May and the centennial celebrations in 

October 2016, the actual anniversary month. 

 

LFU also participates in a school backpack program in 

collaboration with the For The Children Sake Foundation. 

2016 Activities in the U.S. 

April 30  Breakfast Social 

  Brooklyn, NY (see flyer above) 
 

July 17  Family Fun Day  

  Cedar Brook Park, Plainfield NJ 

 

August 20 Annual Tea Party—Parade of Hats

  (see flyer on the right) 
 

December 17  Party & Taping of  Christmas   

  Greetings with Ituni International  

  Association 
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New Book Children of Watooka: 

More than a bauxite narrative 

Children of Watooka, A Story of British Guiana was written by Steve Connolly, who was born in Mackenzie in 1943. Steve’s father 

was a Canadian engineer at Alcan, and was in Mackenzie during the war and later between the 

years, 1950 and 1953. It was this later time, when Steve returned as a young boy and spent 

several formative and fondly-remembered years in Watooka that served as the catalyst for 

writing his book. 

In 2016, the centennial anniversary year of bauxite mining in Guyana, this book resonates as 

more than a fond personal account, though. It offers a window into the ‘bauxite’ narrative of 

Demba and Alcan, of the expatriate community, of nationalization, and even of World War II 

and the demand for bauxite and aluminium to feed the war effort.  

Here is an excerpt, shared by Steve from his book:  
Excerpted from Children of Watooka: 

“Clarence London, passed away in 2011, then in charge of the large production group 
 of some 3,000 employees, later related to me: 
 
       By a twist of fate, I happened to be on the same flight to Georgetown as  
      was the departing Demba Chief Operating Officer, Norman Fraser, who was leaving his post for the last  

      time. When the aircraft was airborne, Fraser instructed the pilot to  
       circle the area for one ultimate occasion. Finally, he remarked, ‘This 
 was almost thirty years of my life I am leaving behind.’  
 
       The manager and I were very pensive on the seemingly long 35-
 minute flight. As we emerged from the car at Demba’s headquarters, 
 the manager said words that I will  
       never forget: ‘Clarence London, I respect you. You are an honest 
 man.’ Norman and Clarence said their final good-byes and good 
 lucks.” 
 
      
 The author Steve Connolly will be in Guyana during the 50th  
 Anniversary of Independence celebrations and will take part in the 
 public launch in Linden of the Bauxite Century initiative. 
 
 The official commemoration of the 100th anniversary of bauxite 
 mining is October 2016, during which there will be community and 
 other events to mark the occasion.  
 
 Stay tuned for more on the 100th Anniversary events in upcoming 
 issues. 
 
 NOTE: You can request an autograph or message when purchasing 
 your copy of Children of Watooka (flyer overleaf) directly from the 
 author. You’ll also get a 50th anniversary logo on the cover and a nice 
 bookmark to match the book.   
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Be Our Partner! 

THANK YOU to those who have made their membership  contributions for the year.  

 

Also, please know that your support in attending events; purchasing tickets; giving of your 

time, treasure and talents; encouraging words and Facebook likes; and in multiple other 

ways, are deeply appreciated. Visit http://www.lindenfund.org/donate. 
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The Lindener is reprising the Linden History Series, which was unveiled in an earlier iteration of the newsletter. In this issue, 

we’re featuring the first of a two-part series on the R.H Carr, that iconic vessel that plied the Demerara River between then 

Mackenzie (Linden) and Georgetown of days past.  

Please enjoy the following three pages of the Linden History Series!  
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RH Carr arriving Mackenzie-Wismar/Christianburg on the Demerara River.
THE YEAR IS 1941.

War in Europe is in full swing and

those individuals living in Mackenzie, as it

was then known, must also suffer the anxieties and

fear of total capitulation to the Nazis by the once

mighty British Empire.

It is Saturday, any Saturday, and the SS RH Carr is

already docked at the Wismar stelling. Fast forward:

the large pile of wallaba wood is being loaded; Yes,

those inefficient fire tube boilers were wood fired,

therefore enough wood must be loaded for the trip to

Georgetown tomorrow, Sunday, and the return trip to

Mackenzie on Tuesday, the day on which, as an invis-

ible, passenger I will embark on a momentous voyage

to the mining town.

 The SS RH Carr was most likely built in the yards of Scot-
land during the early 20th century, and consequently was fired
by coal, the choice European fuel of the day. She is about 60
meters long and painted in gleaming marine white.  She un-
doubtedly made her way to the then colony of British Guiana
under her own steam, and probably continued to use coal for
fuel, as did all of the railway engines for the then colonial rail-
way trains. Perhaps it was the Second World War that pushed
the conversion to wood as means of prime mover due to the
difficulty of importing coal from the “mother country.” The
RH Carr had a beam of about 10 meters and a dead weight of
probably 5,000 tons, with a maximum speed of 10 knots.

Monday is rest day for the crew; however, the opportunity is taken
to do maintenance that could not be performed by the crew. Addi-
tionally, it is the day for loading of nonperishables into the only
hatch, as well as any predisposed spaces that would not be occupied
by perishables including ice from the country’s only ice making fac-
tory, together with routine regular passengers come Tuesday.

The sailing time is 08:00 hours. For this trip because I am an
invisible traveler. I can mingle with passengers and crew with-
out them knowing that I am around, additionally I do not need
a ticket for this adventure. The queue for second class tickets is
long, but orderly, mainly because of the presence of some po-
licemen, additionally it is Tuesday, and most employees who
left for the weekend are already back in Mackenzie for the new
work week. The first class line up is not as long; there also is a
separate entrance for non-locals, expatriates employed by the
bauxite company as managers.

Captain Benjie, a tall thin, lean man, authoritative looking, and
dark-skinned, he is immaculately dressed in his white drill uni-
form, with shining brass buttons et al, plus the familiar naval captain’s
cap, but he seems to be a bit uneasy as the time departure ap-
proaches, but there are still passengers and cargo to be loaded.

It is a busy morning. Finally, the consignment of perishables
as well as newspapers for the weekend, and Tuesday, a few cows,
chickens, and ice are all accommodated. The crew were on the
job early in the morning. Their respective chores included stok-

 RH Carr passengers in open 2nd Class accommodations, traveling the Demerara River.

RH
Carr

by Clarence E. London
Assisted by Edme Hamilton, NY

Linden History SeriesLinden History Series
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RH Carr passengers preparing to embark at Mackenzie Stelling on the Demerara River.

RH Carr plying the Navigational Channel of the Demerara River.

ing the fire, and charging its furnaces, the steam pressure is high,
and at acceptable level for the propulsion.

A signal is given to cast off the moorings. The horn sounds to
indicate our journey is at last about to begin. The ship’s communi-
cation system between bridge and engine room comes to life, as
Captain Benjie moves the brass handle of the device a few times to
ring the bell, and set the indicator to slow. The engine room re-
sponds, and acknowledges that slow speed is being activated, slow
for the left steam driven engine. The RH Carr, with its bow already
facing the intended direction of travel, gradually moves from the
dockside into the channel, and Captain Benjie’s countenance changes
to satisfaction and relief, as he gives a salute to the dock master. He
gives the full speed order for both engines, acknowledged by the
engine room, as they open the respective throttle valves to allow
more steam into the chambers of the engine. The change in accel-
eration is hardly perceivable due to the fact that the vessel is fully
loaded almost down to the plimsoll line. Also, it is now moving
against a fast flowing fall tide.

Passengers begin to make themselves comfortable; the experienced
travelers know it will be a long day. The river is high up, and thus
the tide is changing to fall. The river traffic is somewhat heavy, but
the wide expanse of the waterway makes the traffic appear to be
slight, as we begin to slowly wend our way up river. Ships carrying
bauxite, or cargoes of varying sorts, all compete in an orderly fash-
ion for the available channel. It is impossible to identify the passing
shoreline on the western bank because of the width of the river,
hence one can only imagine distant images of buildings and the
vehicles traveling on the road.

 The heat from the un-insulated steel walls of the boilers begin to
radiate and conduct all around, and especially in the crowded poorly

ventilated lower deck. This deck has a few open spaces between
the upper deck, and the steel walls of the ship’s hull. The first class
deck was divided to provide a section for the expatriates, who
are served by neatly attired stewards and waiters who seem to be at
their beck and call.

 Captain Benjie becomes comfortable as he now removes his
uniform, and resorts to casually dressed. He invites his close bud-
dies into his area to keep his company as they partake liberally in
drinks, and games and chitchat. The first stop is three hours away;
the helmsman knows the channel by memory, and he is also very
competent in guiding the vessel, without endangering either the
passengers, or the many users of the river, hence it is not necessary
for Captain Benjie to be looking over his shoulders. The helmsman’s
task is to rotate the huge wheel and impart direction to the rudder
at the stern. The mechanism is a combination of wire rope, chains,
and pulleys that run from the ship’s bridge along the first class
deck, and finally connecting to the pivot arms of the rudder. In
case of damage to this system, a spare emergency wheel is available
at the stern of the lower deck.

This week is most likely the two days assigned for the monthly
magistrate courts at Christianburg, because among the first class
passengers. One sees men dressed in suits and ties in the blis-
tering tropic heat that is even hotter due to the warmth emit-
ted from the wood-fired boilers. These gentlemen, they must
be barristers-at-law, and the magistrate, are on their way to the
mining town for the monthly courts.

The water of the Demerara River in Georgetown is forebod-
ing; muddy, and uninviting. The northeast trade winds from
the Atlantic Ocean are causing some small waves. Today, the
tide is high at time of departure and one knows it will be a long
trip, due to the fact that the vessel with it top speed of 10 to 12
knots, will be going against the flow of the tide of about 3 or 4
knots. Hence, there’s a resultant velocity of 6 knots and a mini-
mum of about 10 hours travel for the 65 miles journey.

 The smell of burning wallaba wood, and the kitchen that is
preparing meals for the crew, as well as for the selected passengers,
is intermingled with smells of the food and beverages that most
passengers take with them for the long journey. There are also a

Photo credits: For the historic RH Carr photos in this article, The Lindener thanks the Evan
Wong family and Messrs. John Rosenthal and John Watt, all formerly of Demba.
For the 1975 photo of Mr. C. E. London and the late Hon. Julius Nyerere,
President of Tanzania, we are grateful to Mr. James Hamilton (the then official
photographer of the Guyana Bauxite Company).
Some photos were digitally corrected and/or colorized by The Lindener.
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few hucksters selling cakes, beverages and fruits, but sales are now
slow because most persons had a meal prior to the embarkation.

There is no seasickness evident due to the fact that the waters
are relatively calm and the little vibration caused by the whirl-
ing propellers and the steam engines are barely perceptible. There
is no tension among the passengers as everyone realizes, and
accepts that they are all literally, and actually, in the same “boat.”

In my invisible situation, I am able to see the whole picture at
a ‘glance’ but will begin my tour at the bow section. The main
vertical mast has two others pivoted at the base; they are all
made of sturdy steel tubes and with their varied wire rope pul-
ley attachments connected to a winch. Together, they pinch hit
and serve as a crane for loading and discharging cargo from the
vessel’s single hatch. The combination of masts, pulleys and wire
ropes is well engineered and offers a good silhouette for the ves-
sel. Sitting on the uppermost section of the bow are two life-
boats, but today some passengers are utilizing these as their tem-
porary and perfect accommodation for the entire trip. The re-
movable wooden planks are both cover for the lower deck as
well as a convenient look out point and resting place for the
adventurous. There are flimsy handrails made of wire ropes at-
tached to steel bars on both sides of the vessel, but one is at the
mercy of the elements, sun, rain or gusts of wind. However, if
the supply of ‘Black Label’ is in abundance, then all of these
inconveniences are forgotten as the long journey ends quickly
while the indulgence lasts. There are no females among the group
of about 20 young men, the conversation is varied as they each
compete for attention of the audience, but they all hope for one
thing; a return to the mines or plant and the daily bread from
pay dirt. Below this sort of improvised deck, the situation is a
bit more serene. There are small port hole windows along both
sides. There are removable wooden hatch planks, which are cov-
ered with tarpaulin to protect the cargo that is loaded in the
hold, as it is called. The remaining space around the hatch is
chock full of cargo and passengers. The iceboxes are leaking cold
water due to the slow melting of the ice that was loaded about
four hours ago. The several huskers, with their cargoes of veg-
etables and fruits, are jealously guarding their property while
conversing with their friends and neighbors. There are also a
few cramped crew quarters, probably no more than six; at this
section the only audible noise is the swishing sound of the steel
hull as the vessel plows through the water. One can also see
Captain Benjie giving instructions, and maybe, pointing out
sites to his friends who, by now, he has invited into his comfort-
able quarters located behind the helmsman.

It is difficult to clearly identify the several villages we pass along
the eastern bank. However, the tall chimneys remind us that
there are sugar cane plantations and estates situated along the
way. There are colorful birds flying, perhaps knowing that there
will be food available from the throwaways of the passengers.

Soon we will be at Soesdyke, our first stop since leaving George-
town more than three hours ago: the crew are being prepared, the
postman with mail, and the deck hand who will swing out the
small door conveniently located about midship to allow for the
entry or departure of passengers, and perhaps a few odds and ends.

The military US air base at Atkinson Field is easily identifiable due
to the overhead traffic of military airplanes as well as two or three
small battle ships that are docked at the port we are now passing.

 The folks on land, from years of experience, know that today
is arrival day for the RH Carr and they also can guess the ap-
proximate arrival time. Hence, they are at the ready in their
small boats, in anticipation of the sound of the horn from cap-
tain Benjie. They will then make their way slowly and steadily
out to the channel, as by now, the orders are given to the engine
room to stop engines, and the RH Carr then begins to drift
with the momentum against the still falling tide and comes to
an almost dead stop on the water. A little wooden boat with
passengers come alongside the suitable wooden fender than is
installed along the sides of the steel hull at a convenient level,
and grapples with the rope that runs next to this fender, until it
reaches the already opened door. The exchange, or interchange
between passengers, mail, and cargo from the RH Carr to the
boat, and vice versa, is done with military precision. Finally, the
all-clear signal is given to Captain Benjie by the deck hand; the
small boat lets go of its hold on the rope, and drifts harmlessly
away from the about-to-be-restarted propellers of the RH Carr.

The telephone between bridge and engine room comes to life
again, and we can hear the discharge of condensate steam and
know for sure that we are on the move again. I am still on the
lower deck, but in the area of the gangway or what will be the
gangway, after all of the people and things that now occupy the
space are removed. Once more, this is an open area and you are
again at the mercy of the elements.

The author of this historical profile
of the RH Carr, Mr. Clarence E.
London (in hard hat), was the Pro-
duction Coordinator and an officer
of Guyana Bauxite Company, the
firm which took over from Demba
in 1971. Of the roughly 6,000
Guybau employees, half were un-
der his management in the areas of
mining and mineral processing.
Raised in Mackenzie, but originally
from WCB, Mr. London also held
top positions in the bauxite/alumi-
num sectors of both Jamaica and
Venezuela. He acquired a degree in
Mechnical Engineering from
Howard University and has taken
several professional courses.

About the Author

In 1975, Mr. London discusses operations at Guybau’s East Montgomery Mine
with the visiting President of  Tanzania, the late Hon. Julius Nyerere (left).

(to be continued in next issue)




