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BY DR. DHANPAUL NARINEof The WeekPROFILE

James Clarke:

There are tons of cables, some under 
the fl oors. Servers are piled high 

and television screens face you from 
almost every angle. Then there are the 
cameras. The long camera on the fl oor 
is fl exible enough to move at every an-
gle and those overhead are perched 
at all angles and in high defi nition to 
capture those reports from all over the 
world. The hundreds of computers sift 
the news and decide what is fi t to hit 
the screens.

A Guyanese IT Manager at CNN!

Cable News Network, 
or CNN, is known to report 
the news as it happens. You 
may wonder how all of this 
is put together and how 
the transitions are smooth 
and fl awless. The face we 
see on television masks the 
technology that lies behind 
the operation. There are a 
multitude of persons 
from the scriptwrit-
er, producer, make-
up department, and 
others that make the 
product attractive 
and watchable.

One of the tech-
nological wizards 
at CNN is James 
Clarke and he is 
Guyanese. James 
is the Broadcast IT 
Resource Manager 
and he has the CNN 
operation at his 
fi ngertips, literally. 
James knows the 
function every wire, 
from the cords of 
the computers to 
the thick cables that 
split to connect to 
the live programs. 
It was indeed a 
privilege for Larry 
Crandon, his wife 
Kennyhannah, and 
this writer to meet 
with James.

James Clarke 
was born in Georgetown, in 
Guyana. His mom is Joyce 
and his dad is also James. 
Growing up in Georgetown 
was a wonderful experience 
for the young man and he 
took his studies seriously. 
James is the eldest of seven 
children. He attended the 
Ascension Lutheran School. 
James said that he studied at 
home for his GCE O’levels. 
He said, ‘ I told my parents 
that I wanted to study at 

home and they said if I could 
pass fi ve subjects. I took them 
and passed them all.’

James taught for a while 
and then worked for an insur-
ance company in Georgetown. 
After that he moved to Guyana 
Fisheries in the fi nance depart-
ment. But his interest was in 
electronics and he requested 

a transfer to the electronics 
department. This proved to be a 
good move because James was 
soon repairing sonar equipment 
and radios.

In 1987 he moved to the 
United States and set up his 
own business. How did he join 
CNN? James said while he was 
covering a story at the United 
Nations he suggested to another 
production company that they 
could do a better job if they 
restructure their technology. 

The head of that production 
was impressed and asked James 
to send in his resume. James 
began working for CNN as a 
part-time camera operator and 
his work was impres-
sive. In January 2004 
he was hired directly 
by CNN on a full-
time basis.

James has worked 
his way up at CNN 
and has earned the 
respect of all. He is 
currently the only 
black male manager 
at CNN in New York. 
In addition, he is the 
only Guyanese in the 
operations department 
and this is indeed 
a high honor. As 
viewers know CNN is 
on the cutting edge of 
delivering the news. 
What changes has 
James seen over the 

years? He explains that cable 
as a delivery method is on the 
way out. The idea is to reach a 
younger demographic and one 
way to do this is to make CNN 
programs easily accessible on 
smart-technology. The app 
‘CNN-GO’ is set to become 
popular in the future and a 
variety of programs will be 
available on smartphones and 
tablets.

It was wonderful to see the 
studios and pictures of Don 

Lemon, Wolf Blitzer, Anthony 
Bourdain, Anderson Coo-
per, Fareed Zakaria and Erin 
Burnett. These are  household 
names and each has his or her 

own staff working be-
hind the scenes to make 
the programs happen 
without a hitch. It so 
happened that while 
we were in the studios 
Erin Burnett was doing 
a live show on the 
elections from Atlanta. 
The three-minute com-
mercial break became 
a frenzy of activity 
behind the scenes.

Erin was busy with 
her script as make-up 

department did their job and 
the countdown from New York 
began. In the fi nal thirty sec-
onds there was a rush to clear 
the studios and the cameras 
were seamlessly refocused 
on Erin. James watched it all 
with a smile. A technician 
approached him and they 
discussed the fi ner points of an 
upcoming program.

As one of the big names 
in broadcast engineering how 
does James see himself in 

a few years? He said, ‘ I 
would like to set up a school 
for inner city children and 
share with them all aspects 
of broadcast engineering. 

Ideally, I would like 
to start in New York 
and to open schools 
in the Caribbean, with 
Guyana being high 
on the list. I want to 
create opportunities 
for children.’

James likes to play 
the guitar and piano 
and he recalls playing 
at his church, ‘ The 
Word of Life Minis-
tries’ in Sheriff Street, 
Georgetown. James 
is concerned about 
the welfare of young 
people. He says that 
they, ‘ should not shy 
away from learning 
new things because 
whatever you learn 
in life will help you 
going forward.’ 

James is an ideal 
family person. He met 
his wife Paulette in 
church and it was love 
at fi rst sight! James 
thanks Paulette for her 
support and love over 
the years.

One of the crown-
ing moments in 
James’ life occurred 
in October 2015 when 
he was awarded a 
prestigious honor. 

The Canadian Chaplaincy 
International Association 
University and Seminary 
conferred on James an 
honorary Doctorate for his 
‘philanthropic engineering 
and broadcast support given 
to many churches across the 
US and the Caribbean.’ This 
was a special moment and 
James would like to thank 
all for their support and 
encouragement, especially 
his grandmother Hyacinth, 
his dad James (Snr), and Mr. 
Jeffers who was the head of 
the engineering department 
at Guyana Fisheries.

James has received rave 
reviews from CNN and 
one of them said ‘Thank 
you, we can sleep well at 
nights knowing that you are 
manning the system.’ What 
a high honor for this talent-
ed son of Guyana! We are 
proud of James Clarke and 
we wish him and his family 
all the best in the future.

James Clarke is the Broadcast IT Resource Manager at CNN in New York. His passion is to 
teach children all aspects of broadcast engineering.

James Clarke with his honor-
ary Doctorate Degree from the 
Canadian Chaplain International 
University, for outstanding com-
munity service.    


