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Editorial, January 2016 
 

Karen Sinclair 
 

Swinging on a 

Star 
 
"Would you like to swing on a star?" is the appealing 

invitation from a famous, old song.  Technological 

leaps can sometimes confer the feeling that we're 

transported to some place beyond our familiar sur-

roundings and are swept up like the wistful swinging 

on a star.  In this, the first edition for 2016, Diaspora 

Times is pleased to transport you to its new magazine 

platform.  We hope that it is a pleasurable experience 

for you. 

 

The Board and members of Diaspora Times invite you 

to stay with us in 2016 as we provide keen analyses, 

articles, stories, interviews and other engaging content 

from and about the Diaspora. If you are inspired to 

write or share your photography and artwork, feel wel-

come to do so. Diaspora Times is a forum for inclusive 

exchange of ideas, analysis and information through-

out the diaspora. We depend on you, our readers, to 

keep us focused on matters of interest to you. Your 

feedback is a vital part of this process.  

 

Please note our brand new logo with green and gold 

signifying both Guyana’s rich resources and our desire 

in the Diaspora to contribute to the happiness and 

prosperity of the country.  The circles represent unbro-

ken bonds we share through our homage and our ser-

vice as Guyanese, wherever we are around the world. 

 

As you flip through these pages we would like you to 

savor the content and the experience carefully pre-

pared for you.  We know that it's not quite like “taking 

moonbeams home in a jar”, but trust that we're flying 

in the right direction and that we're better off than we 

were.  Let us know what you think and please, do 

share with your contacts those features you enjoy.  

 

Sincerely wishing you new joys in this new year.  
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You are welcome  
to submit your essays, 
poetry, photographs, 
graphics and other  

creative and analytic 
work for inclusion in our 

next issue.  It is our  
mission to engage  

international diaspora in 
meaningful and  

progressive discussion 
and to provide  

opportunities for the  
diverse diaspora to  

exchange their ideas and 
services and to  

contribute to the  
happiness and prosperity 

of Guyana.  
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‘Reds’ Perreira is the leg-

endary sports commentator 

for cricket and boxing who 

is also well known for his 

commentary on football 

(soccer) and basketball, 

track and all outdoor 

sports events.  He is highly 

acclaimed for establishing 

a sports foundation in Guy-

ana to advance sports ap-

preciation in the country of 

his birth.  Reds was born in 

the Pomeroon River which is a large river leading to 

the even larger Essequibo River estuary and where 

small boats were the primary mode of transportation.  

His early introduction to sport took the form of 

games played for fun and entertainment in the Pome-

roon. When Reds came to Georgetown, the capital 

city of Guyana, at age 6, his father owned a short 

wave radio to which he regularly listened and from 

which Reds developed a lifelong interest in sports 

broadcasting. 

This interview with Desmond Roberts (DR) took 

place by telephone on Sunday, January 17, 2016. 

 

DR: Reds, notwithstanding the work you have 

done through your Foundation, do you think that 

younger people in Guyana know a lot about their 

sports heroes and our sports history? 

 

Reds: I think the period before independence was full 

of important performances, many of which were 

credited to Britain, the Mother Country; or Canada, 

which had independent commonwealth status under 

the queen but was considered higher than the colo-

nies. But in the 1950s and 1960s, many of the ath-

letes competed for British Guiana.  So, I will focus 

on the pre-independence period; we can talk about 

the later period some other time. It was clear that the 

Dutch and French colonies had been provided better 

facilities than British Guiana but there were still out-

standing performances from Guianese. 

 

DR: Of course, we all know about the wonderful 

cricketers that British Guiana produced. Tell me 

about some of the pre-independence players. 

 

Reds: First, we can focus on those players who repre-

sented the West Indies at the test level. The first Guy-

anese (British Guiana - BG) to captain the West In-

dies (WI) team was Mauricio Pacheco Fernandes. 

He also played in the first series (1928) in England in 

which the WI team was awarded Test status. In the 

days when the captain of the WI team was appointed 

from the country in which the touring team played 

(and more players selected from the home colony to 

save administrative and travel expenses), Fernandes 

had the honor, at Bourda in April 1930, of captaining 

the first WI team to defeat the English (Marylebone 

Cricket Club – MCC). 

 

There were several others from BG who had a few 

appearances in the infrequent tests of those days: 

Cyril Christiani who was a wicket keeper batsman 

(1935); C V Wight (1928 and 1930); Frank de Caires 

(1930), Kenny Wishart (1935); Charles Jones (1930 

and 1935); Berkeley Gaskin (1948); Leslie Wight 

(1953); Glendon Gibbs (1955) Ivan Madray (1958); 

Charlie Stayers and Ivor Mendonca (both 1962).  

Interview with Legendary Sports 

Commentator,  

Joseph ‘Reds’ Perreira 

Desmond Roberts (DR) 

Joseph ‘Reds’ Perreira 
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Glendon Gibbs had a record opening stand of 390 runs 

at Bourda with Leslie Wight for BG against Barbados 

in 1951.  Gibbs scored 216 and Wight scored 262 runs 

eventually.  There were four of the Wight clan and 

three Christianis who played cricket for BG. 

 

DR: But I recall some other popular names from 

my youth (and my father’s days), who were stars 

for both BG and the WI. 

 

Reds: There was no cricket during the days of WW 2, 

1939-1945, but when test cricket resumed in 1948 for 

the WI, three Guyanese immediately made significant 

contributions. There was the spectacular, stroke play-

ing wicket keeper-batsman Robert Christiani who 

made 99 in his maiden test innings (one of only three 

test cricketers in history to have fallen short by one 

run on their debut) and only scored one test century in 

his career, though he was one of the four test centuri-

ons in an innings, against India, in 1949-- a feat only 

equaled by England.  The second was John Trim, a 

burly Berbician fast bowler who toured with the WI 

from 1948 to 1952 and had great successes in India as 

well as producing a 5 wicket haul against Australia. 

The third Guyanese was the bespectacled Bruce 

Pairaudeau, a middle order batsman who scored a 

century (115 runs) in his maiden appearance for the 

WI in Port of Spain against India.   

 

DR: And of course we have to include those won-

derful cricketers from the east. 

 

Reds: It was remarkable that the Booker Estates Sugar 

Welfare system under Clyde Walcott would produce 

at least four WI players from one small estate village – 

Port Mourant, on the Corentyne Coast of Guyana. All 

had memorable events attached to their names as 

cricketers. Although Ivan Madray only represented the 

WI in one test series, for years he was a valuable spin 

bowler for the winning Guyana team in regional crick-

et championships. The next was the dependable Jo-

seph Stanislaus Solomon, who will always be remem-

bered for throwing the ball from the outfield to hit the 

wicket, running out the last Australian batsman and 

producing the first tied test (1960) in history.  Such 

excitement was produced that some 200,000 persons 

lined the streets of Melbourne to cheer a motorcade 

parade for the team in that historic series captained by 

Frank Worrell.  Solomon was also a solid reliable 

middle order batsman from 1958-1965. Next was Bas-

il Fitzherbert Butcher, who represented the WI team 

from 1958 to 1969 and was a superb timer of the ball a 

la Viv Richards.  His many delightful innings earned 

him Wisden Cricketer of the Year in 1970, the year 

after he ended his cricket career and opened a sports 

store in the mining town of Linden.  

 

The most spectacular of the spectacular Port Mourant 

boys was Rohan Bholalall Kanhai, an inventive stroke 

player, batsman, wicketkeeper and aggressive destroy-

er of opposition bowling. He also took over as captain 

of the WI team after Sir Garfield Sobers and was later 

the WI coach as well as the Jamaican cricket coach. 

Some consider him the best batsman that has ever 

played the game. He was certainly one of the more 

adventurous and innovative. 

 

DR: Are we not forgetting one of the greats? 

 

Reds: No, we cannot forget the exceptional off-break 

spin bowler Lancelot Richard Gibbs from Queens-

town in Georgetown who, like the Clive Lloyd, played 

for the Demerara Cricket Club (DCC). Tall and lanky 

with a quick delivery and well disguised slower one, 

he was most productive in the 1960s and took a hat-

trick (February 1961) in the famous series against the 

Australians. He was the first spinner to take more than 

300 wickets in tests, in the process surpassing fast 

bowler Fred Truman’s record of 308 wickets. Lance 

was also an agile slip fielder.  He was named Wisden 

Cricketer of the Year in 1972. Lance has managed WI 

test teams and remains a respected commentator for 

the game. He represented the WI team from 1958 to 

1976. 

 

DR: I hope we can discuss the post-independence 

cricketers when we speak again. 

 

Reds: Yes. And we have some great ones there too. 
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Tribute to the 

Guyana National 

Service 
 

By Leroy Santiago 
 

T 
he mettle developed in me by the Guyana Na-

tional Service played a significant role in my 

recovery recently, after l slipped during a visit to 

a 40 acre Irish potato farm and hurt my back.  

For the rest of the holidays, including New Year’s Eve and 

New Year’s Day, I could not walk. I was really scared, but 

then the old Corps got to me: “It’s not over yet!  Get up 

and walk, or die trying!”  

  

I had an appointment to address 97 onion farmers since I 

had introduced onion commercialization in Jamaica.  I was 

pleased to be given the opportunity to revisit them.  What a 

reward it was to see them, old and young, as I was intro-

duced to deliver the address. 

 

When it was my turn to speak, I had to be assisted to my 

feet, but as I begin to encourage the farmers to become 

business farmers, to change their practices and to adapt the 

new technology that I had exposed them to as I visited their 

farms, I was inspired to reflect on my 42 years in Agricul-

ture and was stirred with fervor to make these farmers rich, 

or to die trying!   

 

As I concluded and received a standing ovation, I was 

moved to reflect on where I may have been today, had I not 

entered the Youth Corps.  My exposure to cotton and pea-

nut production and intensive experience in Livestock pro-

duction in the Guyana National Service, was second to 

none!  

 

You took me from the Jungles of South America and made 

a gentleman out of me! 

 

Thanks to you, I became an Animal and Agricultural Sci-

entist! 

 

Dr. Leroy Santiago is a Guyanese animal and ag-

ricultural scientist with expertise in fish, cattle, 

soil, pasture and crop development.  He lives and 

works in the Caribbean and Latin America. 

Diaspora Times 
Monthly News Magazine 

Kaieteur Falls 

Cover Page 
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TUESDAY NIGHT 

February 2, 2016 

 
 
 
 

 Bridging cultural, economic, diversity, and perception gaps; 
 

 Security challenges and opportunities in Guyana and the Caribbean; 
 

 The importance of recognizing and supporting a global village, and more 

DREAMING & DOING 

SCHOLAR, AUTHOR, EDUCATOR, VISIONARY 

Log on to:  
http://www.conversationswithselwyn.com/  

on TUESDAY, February 2, 2016. 
The show starts at 8:30 pm and ends at 9:30 pm New York time. 
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- Bridging cultural, economic, diversity, and perception gaps; 
- Security challenges and opportunities in Guyana and the Caribbean; 
- The importance of recognizing and supporting a global village, and more 

Ivelaw L. Griffith, Ph.D. 
Executive-in-Residence 
University at Albany 
State University of New York 

Ivelaw L. Griffith, Ph.D. 
Executive-in-Residence 
University at Albany 
State University of New York 

Please join the conversation on CWS Journeys - Conversations  

With Selwyn - between: Ivelaw Lloyd Griffith, Ph.D., and me  as he  discusses: 

“We are what we repeatedly do. 

Excellence, then, is not an act, but a habit.” - Aristotle 

http://www.conversationswithselwyn.com/


 

 

 

Diaspora times monthly news magazine 

Share your  

photographs,  

caricatures,  

cartoons and  

other artwork 

with  
 

Diaspora Times 

Magazine 

GEORGETOWN, GUYANA  



 

 

Issue 2 volume 1 

GEORGETOWN, GUYANA  



 

 

 

Diaspora times monthly news magazine 

 

 

I come from the nigger yard of yesterday 

Leaping from the oppressors’ hate 

And the scorn of myself… 

I turn to the histories of men and the lives of peoples. 

I examine the shower of sparks the wealth of the dreams. 

From the nigger yard of yesterday I come with my burden. 

To the world of tomorrow I turn with my strength  

 

- Martin Carter 

Parental Involvement and Academic 

Achievement of Caribbean Middle 
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A 
s we begin celebrations to mark Guyana’s fifti-

eth year of Independence from British rule, I 

reflect on the shifts in perspective of our families 

living in another country that gained its inde-

pendence from the British, not by negotiation but by war. 

America moved from being colonized to becoming herself 

an oppressor, an owner of plantations and slaves. And so, 

Guyanese and other Caribbean people have doubled back 

on the  

Middle Passage. From being enslaved by the British and 

Dutch, we have crossed the Atlantic once more, seeking a 

better life in another ex- colony where the dominant culture 

is white, Anglo-Saxon, and upper middle-class. 

 

  What does this have to do with our shifting perspective? 

My view is filtered through the lens of a retired Title1 

teacher in a New York public school located in Brooklyn. 

All of the students there are minorities, and most of them 

immigrants from the English-speaking Caribbean, Haiti, 

and South America. The school is eligible for federal funds 

allocated for schools and districts with large populations of 

at-risk students. Student eligibility is based on academic 

performance falling short of State standards on tests in 

English Language Arts (ELA) and Math, as well as the 

poverty level of the family. , That would entitle them to 

free and/or reduced meals (FARM). Many immigrant stu-

dents who speak a variant of Standard English or whose 

mother tongue is not English, perform at Level 1 or 2 when 

they first enter the public school system as elementary stu-

dents. This qualifies them for testing to be placed in a Title 

1 program, a status which may follow them through ele-

mentary, middle school and even into high school. 

   

Our children come to the school system in America with a 

vast cultural heritage, proud family history, community 

mores whether from village or town, rich linguistic and 

literary traditions evolved out of storytelling, folk myths, 

and proverbs handed down from one generation to another. 

Their parents might have been reared by grandmothers, 

single aunts, cousins or older siblings. Their progress at 

school as well as their behavior in and out of school would 

most certainly have been monitored by any neighbor who 

knew the family. If punishment was warranted, it was rec-

ommended, or more likely, administered without fear of 

parental objection. Today, we hear ‘nobody had better say 

anything to my child.’  We also parrot the African proverb 

that it takes a village to raise a child, while priding our-

selves on living next door to our neighbors without know-

ing their names. That’s the American way, you know. And 

you can’t be too careful.  in a strange land, we have re-

placed everyday civil behavior and reaching out to our fel-

low aliens, with noninvolvement and indifference. 

 

Unfortunately, after the first wave of immigrants from 

‘home’ have had a chance to acculturate and assimilate into 

the melting pot, they are often too busy providing material 

comforts or just surviving, to pass on to their children the 

rich knowledge they had internalized as they grew up at 

home. How are our children being socialized? Estranged 

from family, the most important agent of socialization, they 

are deprived of the family stories that they would have 

been aware of had they still been at home. Failing to identi-

fy with family members, let alone figures from our past 

history these immigrant children get their role models from 

the media, the television, the movies, and popular musi-

cians. When the family returns home to visit, it is with the 

consciousness that we are now “different”. We are alienat-

ing our children from our original home as well as our 

home of choice.  How can they have a sense of self-worth 

if they feel that they do not belong to either group? 

 

It is difficult to develop a sense of identity, a sense of self 

when you are in your formative years and are between two 

worlds. Parental support would make it easier for Caribbe-

an students to position and reposition themselves in Ameri-

ca. They need to be reminded about duty to the family 

name, and about the expectations of those at home  who are  

looking for stories of success at school, test results, mem-

bership in a sports team, a new job. They need to know that 

they are also expected to be a part of the discourse at home  

when grandparents join in exchanging the latest news after 

church. No matter how pressured young Caribbean parents 

may be, they must help the next generation to develop and 

hold on to a sense of self, being a branch on the family tree 

(my mother’s words), a descendant of slaves or inden-

tured laborers who became village owners, civil serv-

ants, professionals, who served their country in all ca-

pacities.  

 

My concern is for the economically disadvantaged 

middle school students who make up the Title 1 popu-

lation. They are entitled to free lunch but often waste 

good food because they don’t want to eat the govern-

ment food. They may fail to take home school notices 

to prevent their parents from knowing the dates of Par-

ent Teacher Conferences. Sometimes throw home-

work assignments in the garbage on their way out. 

They actively try to keep distance between their par-

ents and teachers, and to some extent, they are suc-

cessful.  Title 1 

Continued on Page 20 
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N 
ational governance requires strict atten-

tion to almost every aspect of govern-

ment. The government Cabinet is com-

posed of portfolios with responsibility for 

specific areas of activity.  Among their various chal-

lenges is the need for safeguards against hindrances to 

progress and harm, especially from a security stand-

point. 

 

Protection against infidels, both within the nation and 

outside national geographic, economic, atmospheric 

or political boundaries; territorial integrity, (both  

economic and political), environmental considera-

tions,  and “cyber” attacks affect national security and 

safety and are of paramount importance.   

 

The motto “Service and Protection” is a badge of hon-

or at the grassroots level. However, safety and securi-

ty at the national level extend beyond community ser-

vice and protection.  National defence also requires 

protection of citizens and institutions, and interaction 

with foreign nations and businesses in a peaceful 

manner. 

 

 

A Minister of Public Security is analogous to the 

CEO of a great Corporation.  However, I view the 

National Security Advisor, as a non-military person, 

with a well-established security background.  The 

function is similar to that of a Chief Operations Of-

ficer, guiding policies formulated by government.  

The role of the Defence Board, the Guyana Defence 

Force, and Criminal Investigation Department is not 

diminished,.  They are all fundamental to a compre-

hensive national security network.   

 

The question becomes, why such a position as Na-

tional Security Advisor in the existing structure?  One 

answer is because customs, border issues and techno-

logical advances require a more robust mechanism to 

protect and secure against the plethora of economic 

problems such as smuggling along the high seas, and 

other coastal criminal activity. Also, Guyana’s exten-

sive national borders require a strategy designed to 

secure the hinterland, while maintaining good rela-

tions with all three of the country’s neighbors.  

 

National cyber security has to be a shared responsibil-

ity between government and private enterprise to se-

cure against hackers.  Personal, business data and the 

government’s .gy domain all need protection and de-

fence.  A National Security Advisor, along with aca-

demic institutions and some non-governmental organ-

izations all acting in partnership, are useful resources 

against modern cyber criminals. 

 

Defence against criminal activity is necessary in order  

to avoid harmful attacks. Vulnerability of vital bank-

ing and other financial data demands national security 

advocacy.  Security is everybody’s business.  It is on-

going, must be taken seriously, and must be consid-

ered adequately, on a daily basis!    

 

About National Security 
A forum for brief commentary on current affairs 

Photograph courtesy of John Piggott  

By Neil O. Wray  
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A 
s I listen to my fellow North American 

Guyanese anxiously protesting the pace at 

which Guyana is able to respond to offers 

of help, I am inspired to ask, are we offer-

ing help, or demanding participation? 

I don’t know what transpired in the individual cases 

that ran afoul, and am sympathetic with the frustration 

felt by those who wish to make professional contribu-

tions to the homeland. At the same time, I can only 

imagine the commotion created at the Guyana end as 

potential recipients of help try to sift through miscella-

neous offers and promises from well-meaning donors 

around the world who show up with arms full of good-

ies.    

Similarly, I understand the cry that barriers need to be 

broken down.  Clearly, donations of needed comput-

ers, books and other supplies are generous and must be 

commended.  Yet, giving involves two sides.  As 

much as the givers want to feel that their generous 

gifts are well received, so too must recipients be ac-

corded equal professional esteem.   

I believe that we need to aim first for mutual under-

standing.  Professionals offering help must be pre-

pared to define the nature of the help and step back.  

They may be entered into a database from which help 

can be reviewed by local Guyanese when they are 

ready.  We must recognize that help will be received 

at Guyana’s pace, not ours.  Our posture needs to be 

supportive, not autocratic.  Skills transfer should occur 

within a framework of respect for local professionals, 

local culture and their schedule.  I agree that barriers 

need to be dismantled, but having something to give to 

Guyana does not accord us the right to impose our 

timeframes on Guyana and to demand that they be 

ready to welcome our abundant gifts at our conven-

ience.   

    

A forum for brief commentary on current affairs 

Help - An Offer or a Demand? 

Just a thought 
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It is the aim of Diaspora Times International to 

provide opportunities for utilizing the rich capaci-

ties of diverse diaspora in a purposive manner, 

while nurturing their spirits of nostalgia/ devo-

tion/ ember patriotism and contributing to the 

happiness and prosperity of Guyana.  

by Karen Sinclair 
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President Granger conferring with residents of Berbice 

Canje  

Pheasant,  

Guyana's  

national  

bird 



 

 

 

T 
hat unassuming master of patience, perse-

verance and concentration has retired from 

Test Cricket after being dropped in the 

West Indian Silly Point, but is still “Not 

Out” in the eyes of the West Indian public. Shivnar-

ine 'Tiger' Chanderpaul was the favored supporting 

member of many West Indian cricket test teams, of-

ten being the glue that kept a crumbling side together.  

Fans hope that he will continue to play the game in 

the wider reaches of the region.  

 

Even at the risk of repetition, the statistics speak for 

themselves: Shiv Chanderpaul scored 11,867 runs in 

Tests for the West Indies.  Only Brian Lara surpassed 

this feat.  According to the Stabroek News Editorial 

of January 29, Shiv played 164 Tests, more than any 

other West Indian; he made 30 centuries, again sec-

ond only to Lara with 34; and his final Test average 

of 51.37 puts him behind our greatest: George Head-

ley (60.83), Sir Everton Weekes (58.61), Sir Garfield 

Sobers (57.78), Sir Clyde Walcott (56.68) and Lara 

(53.17).  He also excelled in limited overs game, 

scoring 8778 runs, with 11 centuries, at 41.60, in 268 

ODIs.  One can only agree with Stabroek News that 

The Tiger is incontestably amongst the immortals of 

West Indian cricketers who have played more than 20 

Tests, and earns a place in “the pantheon of West In-

dian legends”. 
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Diaspora Times Chairman, 

Desmond Roberts with The  

Tiger in December 2015 

Diaspora Times 
Monthly News Magazine 

IN THE NEWS 
 

Shivnarine 'Tiger' Chanderpaul Retires 



 

 

PPP to contest Local Government Elections 

T 
he People’s Progressive Party (PPP) an-

nounced its intent to present 70 lists to con-

test local government elections in 550 con-

stituencies and nine municipalities in Guy-

ana.  Guyana’s constitution establishes that local gov-

ernment elections are a vital part of the democratic 

process.  In the system for local government, each 

local authority is divided into a given number of con-

stituencies and individual candidates are elected to 

represent each constituency. 

To be eligible to vote, Guyanese must (among other 

requirements) be registered and living in the Neigh-

borhood Democratic Council (NDC) and the Constit-

uency in which they would like to vote.  Involvement 

of people is vital to the success of Guyana’s inclu-

sionary democracy.  Individuals, voluntary groups 

and political parties may participate as candidates.  

They must be resident in the constituencies they seek 

to represent.   

Other parties expected to participate in the elections 

include the ruling Partnership for National Unity/

Alliance for Change, {APNU+AFC}, The Healing the 

Nation Theocracy Party (THNTP), The United Force 

(TUF), Independent Party (IP), which is expected to 

participate as a political group tagged “Benschop for 

Mayor”, under the party’s leader Mark Benschop and 

targeting the Mayorship of the capital city, 

Georgetown.  This list is not exhaustive.  Individuals, 

groups and parties may register lists of candidates to 

contest the Local Government Elections not later than 

the 21st day before Election Day. 

Local Government Elections were last held in 1994.  

They are scheduled for March 18, less than ten 

months since the ruling APNU+AFC took office in 

2015.  During the past twenty-one years, constituen-

cies were denied this constitutional right to participate 

in their government.   
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J 
anuary 2016: First Lady, Mrs. Sandra Granger and Minister of Social Cohesion Amna Ally were in Re-

gion One, Barima Waini to hand over bicycles and shoes to students of the Region as part of the Presi-

dent's 'Three B's' (Boats, Buses and Bicycles) Program.  The objective of the program is to ensure that 

every child has access to education and a brighter future.   Beyond the obvious help and encouragement 

this provides the children, this is shrewd investment in the next generation -- the nation’s future. 
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Bicycles For Barima 



 

 

Guyanese Dr. Leroy  

Santiago identifies  

Pangasius fish for export  

to the USA 

T 
he Guyana government together with the Guyana livestock Development Authority (GLDA) has 

embarked on a pilot project that involves ten of Guyana’s cattle farms across Guyana’s coast. The 

aim is to grow and realize export earnings from cattle rearing.  Some of the activities in this pilot 

project are embryo transplants, artificial insemination, provision of superior breeding bulls to im-

prove genetic stock and development of proper pastures.  It currently takes 4 years to get an animal to mar-

ket.  GLDA aims to cut that time in half.  Constraints include nutrient rich grasses.   

According to agricultural scientists on the project, grass must be considered a crop and there must be invest-

ment in pasture.  It is food for the cattle and the foundation for the milk and meat industries.  One of the in-

novations in the GLDA pilot project is the introduction of antelope grass.  Farmers are also encouraged to 

practice rotation of grazing and trials using Mombasa grass are in progress.  Mombasa grass is a tall grass 

introduced into Guyana over four decades ago. Similar to antelope grass, it is a productive, leafy grass that 

produces significant yields per hectare.  The attached video includes the Mombasa grass trials at Sundarban 

ranch in Mahaica. 
 
MOMBASA GRASS PASTURE DEVELOPMENT AT SUNDARBAN 1 
 

A 
ccording to a report in the Jamai-

ca Gleaner newspaper, Guyanese 

Dr. Leroy Santiago, a former 

Corpsman in the Guyana Nation-

al Service, who is now an Animal and Agri-

cultural Scientist, has identified the Pan-

gasius fish, (more familiarly known as basa 

or basso), a species native to South East 

Asia, as suitable for export to the United 

States and elsewhere.  Dr. Santiago currently 

serves as an adviser to the government of the 

Bahamas. 

The Pangasius fish is already a recognized 

export around the world by countries includ-

ing Vietnam and Puerto Rico.  Its export 

market is estimated at US 1.9 billion, of 

which Vietnam captures some 95%.  Among 

factors boosting the export potential of Pan-

gasius are high production yields, relatively 

short time to mature and consumer ac-

ceptance including similarity to other fish 

such as tilapia which already enjoy wide-

spread acceptance by consumers.  Produc-

tion costs are also attractive because the fish 

can be raised on grass for some 80% of the 

production period. 

Photograph courtesy of John Piggott 
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Grass is a Crop 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sCY_54G9pZI


 

 

 

Guyanese in Canada are also expected to enjoy a full year of celebrations, with events listed through to New 

Year’s Eve 2016 at: web site 

F 
ebruary in Guyana is time to celebrate 

Mashramani and observe Republic Day.  

Starting with a concert for the elderly on 

February on February 7th, events in Guyana 

this golden jubilee year cater for revelers of all ages.  

A Mashramani exhibition, a folk concert, adult calyp-

so competition, steel band and children’s competition 

are only a few of the events scheduled.  details here:  

Celebrations in New York meanwhile, were off to a grand start with the anniversary celebrations launch event 

on Saturday January 16 at the Jamaica Performing Arts Center in New York.  A list of events being planned 

for the US can be found here:  

Revelers at the New York launch of Guyana’s Jubilee celebrations, courtesy of Ivelaw Griffith 

20 

Fiftieth Anniversary Celebrations 

Photograph below shows New York revelers at the launch event. 

http://50guyana.com/?page_id=2595
http://50guyana.com/?page_id=652&month=feb&yr=2016
http://50guyana.com/?page_id=2598
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requires parent involvement and, on paper, encourages con-

tributions from all parents, whether they hold office in the 

Parent Teachers Association or not.  But many of our Car-

ibbean parents are virtually invisible in the life of the 

school. Title 1 parents who did not have a record of success 

in school and did not feel comfortable with their own 

teachers, serve as negative role models for their children. 

They are unlikely to have high expectations from school, 

teachers, or their children. Thus the cycle of failure contin-

ues. 

 

There is a growing body of research on the effects of parent 

involvement, attitudes, and expectations on the academic 

achievement of immigrant learners. Earlier research ex-

plored the academic performance and self-efficacy of 

Asian and Latino students as it related to parent support 

and expectations. At last, English-speaking Caribbean stu-

dents have been included in the academic discourse.  How-

ever, many findings seem quite superficial.  One 2014 doc-

toral thesis reported that English-speaking Caribbean stu-

dents were educationally disadvantaged because they did 

not speak American Standard English . The writer stated 

that there were variants of Caribbean English dialect which 

had no structure and rules of grammar.  

 

It was disturbing that her research lacked depth, since her 

linguistic findings were pertinent to causes for linguistic 

and educational deficits. Her work should have been in-

formed by, at least, the writings of Lepage and Bickerton, 

international linguist scholars who had been  lecturers at 

the University of the West Indies, and by our own Rickford 

and Allsopp. And really, we do not need quantitative re-

search to discover that an immigrant family with two par-

ents with high school or a college education are more likely 

to have a stable home with more involvement in children’s 

schooling! Neither is it surprising that educated immigrant 

parents also stress the importance of completing high 

school to better one’s chances for employment. Isn’t it 

probable that educationally disadvantaged parents might be 

less effective in motivating their children to finish school 

or to set career targets? Empirical data shows that inner 

city family members with a linguistic deficit do not engage 

in discussion with children. Those adults give instructions 

and ask concise questions, offering little elaboration and as 

few words as possible. Seminal sociological and linguistic 

research confirms that this and not immigrant status is the 

culprit. The subjects of those studies in America were poor 

whites and African Americans.  

 

In the nineties, when I first became a Title 1 Reading 

teacher, parents attended Saturday workshops to learn 

about the curriculum in ELA, Mathematics and Technolo-

gy so that they could help students. They volunteered to 

help patrol hallways and be monitors in the school library 

recognizing that they were part of the learning partnership 

between parent, student and school. It should be mentioned 

that Guyanese parents were in the forefront at all times.  At 

Parent Day held annually, parents were encouraged to do 

“Read Alouds” or to share family stories. We also held a 

Cultural Heritage Day when people were asked to wear 

national costumes (Few of them did) and share national 

dishes. The food was always the highlight of the occasion.  

As the entire school became micromanaged, parents gradu-

ally became less involved. A Parent Coordinator was ap-

pointed, but that created distance between an already reluc-

tant parent population and the staff.  

 

Empirical data supports researchers discoveries: Immigrant 

parents, like mainstream Americans, are polarized between 

the better educated who also have higher incomes, and high 

expectations for their children, and  those at the poverty 

level who have not fared well in society. The latter often do 

not set standards for their children to attain. Understanda-

bly, they may be too busy struggling to provide for their 

children, to find the time to give guidance or even inquire 

into their needs. The former group constantly remind  their 

children that education is the way to a better life. Research 

reports that they do not necessarily require their children to 

aim for college, but discourage dropping out of high 

school.   

  

As we start our year of celebrations, let us show the young-

er generations that they have a cultural heritage to be proud 

of.  Dr. Hollis Chalkdust Liverpool in an address to gradu-

ates of a Catholic Teachers Institute in Trinidad and Toba-

go told them that they had just learned how to teach, but 

that in order for them to do the job they now had to learn 

about the culture of their country. That is the new cultural 

literacy. Our youngsters know Taylor Swift and Adele, and 

with a little luck, they may have studied Hemingway and 

Maya Angelou. The onus is on Caribbean parents, teachers 

and the older generation to tell them about Rex Nettleford 

and Louise Bennett, Wilson Harris and Martin Carter, V.S. 

Naipaul, George Lamming and Derek Walcott.     

Serena Braithwaite is a retired NYC Public School Teacher 

who taught Language Arts at Cyril Potter College of Edu-

cation in Guyana. She has also taught immigrant students 

as an Adjunct Lecturer in SEEK Summer classes at Brook-

lyn College in New York. 
 

 

Continued From Page 10 
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Parental Involvement  



 

 

You are invited  
to place an advertisement in our monthly magazine.  Diaspora Times 
is circulated electronically mainly across North America , Great Brit-
ain and the Caribbean.  It is a forum for the exchange of ideas, ser-
vices and opportunities, a mechanism for connection and collabora-
tion among members of the Diaspora and a source of careful analy-
sis, news and commentary.   We are offering advertising space in our 
newsletter as well as on our website (which is to be launched in Jan-
uary), at an initial offering of one price for both sites.  This is an in-
troductory offer.  Please contact the  

advertising@diasporatimesforum.com for more information. 
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Save the Date April 8, 2016 
Guyana Conference - Commemorating Guyana’s 50th Anniversary  

 
Theme: Aspirations for real change Social and Economic Development for 2016 and Beyond 
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Date: Friday April 8, 2016 
Time: 8:30 am – 5:30 pm (Reception to follow from 6:00 – 8:00 pm) 
Venue: University of the District of Columbia (UDC)-4200 Connecticut Ave NW, Washington DC 
 
A group of academics, professionals and activists are convoking a one-day conference titled “Guyana: 
Aspirations for Real Change-Social and Economic Development for 2016 and Beyond”. The event 
will be Co-Chaired by Floyd Haynes, businessman and Adjunct Professor UDC, and Paul Nehru 
Tennassee, Adjunct Professor, UDC. 
 
You are invited to participate in a thought provoking conversation with practitioners, academics and 
activists to discuss the challenges facing Guyana and spark a non-partisan dialogue that results in the 
development of recommendations for practical solutions that will achieve real change. 
 
There will be three sessions: 
1. Governance, Accountability & Transparency – A Participatory Model 
2. National Identity – Moving Beyond Race 
3. The Role of the Diaspora – A Framework for Collaboration 
 
Please RSVP by March 8, 2016 to: http://evite.me/aqGRgCWt8V 
 
For more information call Melanie Smith, Conference Managing Director: 301-202-6589 
 

guyanarealchange@gmail.com 



 

 

Comments on the 2015 Year End Edition 

T 
hank you for keeping us 

informed.  I especially 

liked hearing of the presi-

dent's visits to remote 

areas of Guyana as they are often 

left out of the dialogue.  As we 

edge closer to the 50th Anniversary 

of Guyana and all of the planned 

celebratory events, I would like to 

suggest that the government keep 

the public apprised of their strate-

gic efforts to address crime in Guy-

ana.  My preference is for them to 

speak only in terms of measured 

and noticeable results; keeping the 

sensationalization of the crime situ-

ation, including the horrific pic-

tures of deceased victims, for other 

print and social media news outlets.  

Again, many thanks for the honest 

reporting.  Dian Chung 

 

Comments on the article 

“Barackian Leadership”  
 

Thanks for “Barackian Leader-

ship”.  That was a fantastic article. 

I will make sure my students 

[business and psychology college 

students] understand the concept. 

Continue the good work.  Pamela 

Outram, Ph.D  

 

I found the article on Barakian 

Leadership, particularly the “talent 

in a leader’s team” interesting. As 

opposed to an autocratic leader, a 

respected, democratic, leader 

would be expected to surround 

himself with talent capable of help-

ing him make smart decisions. In 

Obama’s case, astute talent played 

no small part in a highly successful 

2008 campaign. His responsiveness 

and his winning “Yes We Can” 

personality make things happen 

that are within his control.  Koreen 

Simon 

 

It seems that the article Barakian 

Leadership was written by an apo-

litical person, who has no sense of 

objective political analysis.  Chuck 

Mohan 

Thanks everyone.  Your feedback 

is sincerely appreciated.  You are 

correct, Chuck.  Barackian Leader-

ship is apolitical.  It synthesizes 

elements of leadership observed 

during US President Barack 

Obamas’ time in public office.  I 

coined the term to capture his dis-

tinct leadership qualities, behaviors 

and skills.  Although he is a politi-

cal figure, the discussion is not in-

tended to be political commentary.  

In true Barackian fashion, I believe 

that it is beneficial to reach beyond 

ego boosters to understand critics' 

perspectives.  Emulating the 

Barackian model, I will incorporate 

your feedback in future discussion.  

It is an important clarification that 

this analysis of leadership is apolit-

ical.  Karen Sinclair 

READERS’ FEEDBACK 
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St George's Cathedral  



 

 

 

Guyana, Guyana, this fair land of ours 

Has broken the bondage of far distant powers, 

We love you Guyana from high land to sea, 

And pray God make worthy your children to be. 

Chorus: 

 
 

All hail to Guyana, our country now free, 

One people, one nation, one destiny, 

We pledge every effort, we’ll cherish this earth 

And make here a paradise - Land of our birth. 

No rich El Dorado has ever been found 

Though many have ended their lives on this ground, 

Our labour in factory, in office and field 

Will give us the wealth and the full harvest’s yield. 

With purpose and vigour we’ll carve our own fate 

Unmoved by distraction, prejudice and hate, 

Together we’ll strive for our new nation’s goal, 

Inspired by goodwill, a kinship of soul. 

Valerie Rodway 

GUYANA THE FREE  
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Sugar has been produced in  

Guyana for almost 4 centuries.  

This photograph shows bulk  

sugar being loaded into a barge 



 

 

 


