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COMMENTARY By DR. DHANPAUL NARINE

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine

The Future of West 

Indies Cricket

Well, the masses can-
not be fooled anymore. 
They know that Test 
cricket has limped its way 
into regions that Brad-
man and Worrell would 
disapprove. There was a 
time when we were kings 
but now we are not even 
pretenders to the throne. 
While Afghanistan, Ban-
gladesh, Ireland and Zim-
babwe play with gusto 
and pride West Indies give 
the impression that they 
would prefer to be some-
where else.

The sad fact is that 
Test cricket for West In-
dies players is no longer 
a ‘test.’ It is a means of 
entry into the shorter ver-
sion of the game where 
the money is made. Is it 
any wonder that some 
of the better performers 
in the West Indies were 
playing T20’s while the 
offi cial team was losing 
badly to Sri Lanka and 
Australia? But the selec-
tors have another plan. 
The T20 players could 
now return and play in the 
shortened format for West 
Indies as if nothing had 
happened provided they 
meet certain ‘criteria.’ 
One would think that the 
criteria would be to rep-
resent West Indies, rather 
than make headlines for 
the wrong reasons.

The deterioration of 
West Indies cricket be-
gan ironically in its glory 
days. We were so accus-
tomed to winning and rul-
ing the roost that no plan 
of action was outlined for 
the future. Fast bowlers 
win matches and West 
Indies at one point had a 
surfeit; some had to make 
a living in English county 
cricket. Today, good fast 
bowlers are a rarity and 
how many have played in 
England recently?

Test cricket in the Ca-
ribbean has lost its appeal, 
its heart. Players seem to 
be going through the mo-
tions and the same can 
be said about the admin-
istration, the West Indies 
Cricket Board (WICB). 
Merv Hughes took a hat-

trick against West Indies 
in 1988-9 in Perth. Ac-
cording to Hughes, ‘ the 
West Indies Board don’t 
have the fi nances to pay 
the players so they just 
turn their backs. A play-
er can be paid up to $1.2 
million to play just six 
weeks of hit and giggle 
cricket.’ Michael Clarke 
too has called for urgent 
action but no 
one appears to 
be listening.

Sir Garfi eld 
Sobers tear-
fully laments 
the decline of 
West Indies. 
He says that 
he has always 
put the team 
above individ-
ual records. 
According to 
Sobers, ‘ un-
til we can get 
people who are 
willing to play 
for West Indies 
in the right 
way I think we 
are going to be 
struggling for 
a long time.’ 
Rohan Kanhai 
says that when 
he played pride 
was more im-
portant than 
money. In the recent Aus-
tralia series the scribes 
were calling on West In-
dies to ‘at least play for 
pride.’ You may lose but 
do not surrender meekly.

It was wounded pride 
that helped to goad West 
Indies into a fi ghting unit 
in the 1980’s. When Ian 
Chappell said in 1973 
that ‘West Indies had for-
gotten how to win’ it did 
not go down well with 
the players. When Tony 
Greig wanted West Indies 
to ‘grovel’ they had to 
show him and the world 
that ‘massa days’ were 
over. The team went on 
to win in different formats 
and bring glory to the re-
gion for a period of 15 
years. These days, pride, 
motivation, self-esteem, 
attitude, and application 
have deserted West In-

dies and the team is but a 
shell of its former self. It 
lacks passion and inten-
sity. What can be done to 
restore West Indies cricket 
to its former glory days?

Clive Lloyd says that, 
‘ we have to impart to our 
young people the impor-
tance of playing for your 
country.’ This makes a 
great deal of sense. There 

should be cricket nurs-
eries in every cricketing 
nation in the Caribbean. 
These nurseries should 
be staffed with profes-
sional coaches and cricket 
should be a subject that 
forms part of the school’s 
curriculum. Each coun-
try should use resources 
such as books, brochures, 
newspapers and radio 
and television to educate 
young minds on the im-
portance of cricket to the 
region. It is here that the 
talents will be spotted and  
values such as respect 
and tolerance reinforced. 
Cricket historian Sir Hila-
ry Beckles is the ideal per-
son to head this program.     

Competitions among 
schools at various age 
levels and between school 
districts should become 
part of the agenda. The 

aim should be to play for 
the West Indies Youth 
Championships and Tro-
phy. This is a start on the 
‘right way’ that Sobers 
recommends. If the WICB 
wants a guide for junior 
cricket a good reference 
is the Pataudi Lecture 
that was delivered by Ra-
hul Dravid in December 
2015.

What can be done in 
the short term to arrest the 
decline? You cannot instill 
verve, zest or passion. But 
you can begin by treating 
the players with respect, 
to make them feel part 
of the decision-making 
process of the game. The 
pay structure between the 
New Zealand and West In-
dies Test players is about 
the same. A few years ago 
New Zealand was low in 

the rankings but not any-
more. Cricket there has 
been restructured and the 
Board is more receptive 
to the aspirations of the 
players.

Dwayne Bravo calls 
for respect for the West 
Indies players. After the 
abrupt end of the Indian 
tour Bravo was sidelined 
but now he is invited to 
play for West Indies if he 
meets ‘ certain criteria.’  
The manager Phil Sim-
mons was sacked in a pub-
lic row but was reinstated.  
David Cameron promised 
Shivnarine Chanderpaul 
a grand send off but by 
the time he arrived at his 
country’s airport Chan-
derpaul received a call 
telling him not to travel to 
Barbados. He was uncer-
emoniously dumped and 
there are other examples

of disrespect.
There appears to be a 

lack of communication 
among and between the 
selectors, members of the 
Board, the Players Asso-
ciation and the most im-
portant of them all: the ev-
er-suffering cricket fans. 
This disconnect is clearly 
visible at the empty stadi-
ums during Test Matches. 
Then there are the T20’s 
that Lloyd and Sobers 
feel are destroying West 
Indies cricket. But T20’s 
are a fact of life. They 
will not go away. They 
pull the crowds and make 
money and they will ex-
pand to include games in 
North America. The idea 
is to accommodate T20’s 
in the West Indies calen-
dar. Here again a sensible 
strategy has to be adopted 

to include play-
er input.

Clive Lloyd 
and Kevin Pi-
etersen have 
called on the 
West Indies 
T20 players to 
commit to Test 
matches but it 
would require 
the intervention 
of the ICC and 
the WICB for a 
resolution to be 
effected. The 
WICB is a com-
plicated mess. It 
is a  plantation 
that is resistant 
to change. Tony 
Cozier wrote 
in August 2015 
that, ‘ the WICB 
has had six pres-
idents over the 
past 15 years: 
continuity and 
stability have 

been impossible. Voting 
for the head of both West 
Indies and regional boards 
is now conducted with the 
antagonism of political 
elections.’ Michael Hold-
ing says that the WICB is 
answerable to no one and 
that it does as it pleases.

The Caricom Commit-
tee has recommended that 
the WICB be dissolved. 
The Board was seen as a 
hindrance to the develop-
ment of men and women’s 
cricket in the region and 
with an outmoded gover-
nance structure. But the 
WICB isn’t budging. Its 
president David Cameron 
rejected the report on the 
grounds that proper con-
sultations were lacking. 
In the meantime the Test 
team suffered another se-
ries defeat at the hands 
of Australia. As the Car-

icom report gathers dust 
what can be done with the 
WICB?

There is no question 
that the ICC has to be in-
volved in the discussions 
for a reformed manage-
ment structure. Cricket 
should remain the glue 
that binds the West In-
dies. The WICB will re-
sist change but it does 
not have the support of 
the fans or governments 
in the region. Nor can 
the Board be expected to 
effectively reform itself.  
The new WICB should 
be a broad umbrella. It 
should include represen-
tatives drawn from the 
players, governments, 
women, journalists, and 
academics.

The time has come for 
women to sit on the Board 
and to participate in de-
cision-making. After all, 
it is women’s cricket that 
is showing the men how 
to play the game. There 
should be a short-term de-
velopment plan to outline 
and implement cricket 
policies for the next three 
years and projects should 
be monitored and audited 
for transparency.

The new cricket cul-
ture then should include 
cricket education at an 
early age, youth and club 
competitions and local 
and inter-territorial rival-
ry. The ICC will do well 
to give money to promote 
these programs as they 
will benefi t the region in 
the long term. We have a 
vested interest in cricket 
and want to see it fl our-
ish under the banner of 
the West Indies. But this 
can only happen if we put 
individualism aside and 
play with pride for the re-
gion.

Frank Worrell asked 
his players to be ambas-
sadors of the game. He 
called for decency and 
fair play and his team won 
the hearts of the public. 
We need to look beyond 
the pavilion and realize 
that the magic is to be in 
touch.

The views expressed in this column 
are solely those of the writer and do 
not necessarily represent the views 

of the THE WEST INDIAN.

The cupboard is empty. When Courtney, Curtly and Michael 
were busy knocking them over someone forgot to re-

stock the shelves. When Clive, Viv and Alvin danced into the 
bowling attacks someone forgot to plan for the rainy day. The 
guardians and custodians of West Indies cricket have failed us. 
They have fl attered to deceive, promising a silver lining that is 
as unreachable as Calypso’s lure. But don’t worry, like good 
salesmen they have a plan. There is always a plan, a report of 
some sort to cool the temper of the masses.

Cricket’s gentlemen: Sir GarÞ eld Sobers and Joe Solomon played the game with passion 
and pride. 


