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Hema Prashad

In the course of our everyday lives we encounter many 
people. There are those that stand out because of their 

station and import. But there are others who carry on in 
all manner of adversities and challenges and make waves 
that touch the lives of others in positive ways. Our profi le 
is about a young lady that has reached the top of her pro-
fession in simple yet dramatic ways and has passed on her 
experience to others so that they too can make a differ-
ence.

Global Process Manager, Google

Hema Prashad was 
born in Skeldon in 
Berbice, Guyana. Her 
mom Emily Maharaj 
is from No. 63 Village 
while her dad Goberd-
han Maharaj is from 
No. 64 Village in the 
Corentyne. Hema 
started school at a 
young age in Guyana 
and she thor-
oughly enjoyed 
the experience. 
In September 
1982 she left 
Guyana for New 
York and she 
was excited but 
a little apprehen-
sive as she didn’t 
know what the 
future would 
bring. The fami-
ly settled initial-
ly in Richmond 
Hill in New York 
and Hema went 
to school there.

This was 
a short-lived 
experience as a 
few months later 
the family left 
for the Bronx. 
Hema attended 
Joseph Wade 
MS117 and in a 
diverse environ-
ment she stood 
out. She wanted 
to be the leader 
and to pursue her 
dreams. She did well 
and excelled in En-
glish and Music, espe-
cially in Philharmonic 
music. Her friends 
Lydia Rodriguez and 
Krishna Toolsie were 
on hand to help out 
and Hema is grateful 
to them. There was 
Ron Rubio who taught 
computer science and 
Karen Grayson and 
Ms. Koenisgberg who 
were always encourag-
ing Hema to do well.

Hema did well in 

Junior High School and 
this prepared her for Taft 
High School. Her leader-
ship skills were evident 
and Hema became the 
president of Arista for 
a period of four years. 
This is a national honor 
society and her leadership 
was recognized through-
out the school. Hema 

graduated in the top one 
percent of her school 
which was a remarkable 
achievement.

It was now time for 
college and she chose 
Baruch College CUNY. 
Pandit Krishna Persaud 
played an important role 
at that point as he gave 
advice and encourage-
ment that motivated the 
young Hema to do better. 
Baruch College proved 
to be a wonderful choice 
and Hema again excelled. 
One of the positives is 

that she was 
able to get a 
job in all of her 
college years 
and this pro-
vided her with 
valuable work 
experience.
By working in 
the computer 
department of 

her school, and later the 
Department of Correc-
tions, Hema was able to 
experience at fi rst hand 
how the world of work 
functions.

Hema studied Com-
puter Information 
Systems at Baruch 
and this involved a lot 
of programming. She 
juggled jobs in the 
computer labs with her 
studies. She learned a lot 
from Richard Tahta, an 
entrepreneur that founded 
and sold companies for a 

profi t. When it came time 
for graduation in 1993 
Hema was ready to take 
on the world of commu-
nications. Her graduation 
from Baruch was a proud 
affair. Hema had worked 
hard and overcame many 
challenges but it was 
worth the time and effort.

A year earlier an event 

occurred that changed 
her life forever. Hema 
got married to Mokesh 
Prashad and the marriage 
has produced two beau-
tiful children, Praveen 
and Anadhika. Praveen is 
the priest in charge of the 
Sundar Gopaal Mandir in 
Queens and is studying 
Criminal Justice while 
Anadhika is a pre-med 
student in New York.

Hema continued 
working in marketing 
and was building up 
extensive experience in 
business and computer 
science. Her hard work 
was recognized as she 
was appointed Director 
of Operations at Jupiter. 
This took her into the 
word of fi nance which 
she enjoyed. Hema’s big-
gest break came in 2002. 
Her talents in fi nance 
were   well-known in the 
business. She applied to 
Google and they consid-
ered themselves lucky to 
be able to hire her.

What does Hema do 

at Google? She says, ‘ I 
work in the Finance De-
partment and we design 
processes, implement 
them and stabilize them 
and hand them to our 
vendor companies.’ She 
is currently the Glob-
al Process Manager at 
Google, having worked 
her way from up the 

ranks. She has seen many 
changes in the world of 
technology and says that 
Google is at the cutting 
edge of the brave new 
world of technological 
change.

Hema is optimistic 
about the future. She sees 
herself working on more 
exciting projects at Goo-
gle as it is a great compa-
ny. Hema’s typical day is 
fi lled with meetings and 
she supervises employ-
ees in other countries by 
using the latest technol-
ogy. It is a demanding 
job but she thrives on 
the information age 
and won’t change it for 
anything. She has had the 
pleasure of meeting with 
the founders of Google, 
Larry Page and Sergey 
Brin whom she describes 
as brilliant, warm and 
caring persons.

Hema loves to read, 
travel, to listen to music 
and play the harmoni-
um and sing. One of the 
most enchanting places 

that she has visited is 
Dublin. It is said that 
the apple stays close 
to the tree. Hema’s 
daughter is Anadhika. 
She wants to be doctor 
and is working hard in 
college. She attend-
ed PS65 and MS202 
where her favorite 
subjects were math 

and science. 
There was Ms. 

Esposito at PS65 that 
provided support. 
Anadhika then went 
to Forest Hills High 
School where she did 
well. Her role models 
are her mother, her 
grandmother Emily 
Maharaj, and her 
music teachers Kinnar 
and Payal Seen.

We are proud 
that Anadhika and 
Praveen are doing 
well and congratulate 
the extended family 
for a job that is well 
done. Hema should 
feel happy that the 
word ‘impossible’ is 
not in her vocabulary. 
She has risen above 
the challenges and 
is making a positive 
impact in her job and 
community. 

We are proud of 
Hema and take plea-
sure in choosing her 
as our PROFILE OF 

THE YEAR 2015. 

Anadhika Prashad renders a devotional at the Sundar Gopaal 
Mandir in Queens, New York.

From left Anadhika Prashad, brother Praveen and ProÞ le of the Year, Hema Prashad.


