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COMMENTARY By DR. DHANPAUL NARINE

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine

Race on Campus

This idea took root in 
Britain before the intro-
duction of comprehensive 
education and it formed 
the basis of education pol-
icy there for a number of 
years. Since intelligence 
was derived largely from 
heredity it could be mea-
sured and graded. This 
led to intelligence or IQ 
tests that ‘creamed off’ a 
minority to elite schools 
while the rest were la-
beled as failures.

Why is Burt import-
ant? He was the offi cial 
psychologist of the Lon-
don County Council and 
was responsible for the 
‘administration and inter-
pretation of mental tests 
in London Schools.’ Burt 
died in 1970. A year later, 
evidence emerged that he 
had invented the statis-
tics to fi t his theories on 
heredity and intelligence. 
He was described as a 
‘liar and a fraud’ by some 
of his fellow psycholo-
gists.

But Burt stands out 
for another reason. His 
ideas also infl uenced psy-
chologists in the United 
States. Arthur Jensen, for 
instance, agreed with Burt 
that intelligence was 80 
per cent heredity and 20 
percent environment. He 
conducted a number of 
intelligence tests among 
M e x i c a n - A m e r i c a n , 
Blacks and other minority 
groups and concluded that 
there were two separate 
types of learning abilities.

Jensen said that when 
it came to abstract think-
ing and problem-solving 
intelligence was largely 
an inherited trait. Ac-
cording to Jensen, ‘ the 
well-known differences in 
performance on the intel-
ligence tests of American 
blacks and white, with 
whites as a group regular-
ly scoring than blacks as 
a group at all social-class 
levels, were due to inher-
ent and essentially un-
changeable intellectual 
differences between the 
two races, rather than to 
the effects of poverty, dis-
crimination, and similar 
remedial factors.’

Black students then 
were inferior intellec-
tually to whites mainly 
because of heredity. Jen-

sen could not understand 
the furor that his thesis 
caused in the black com-
munity. What was even 
more disturbing was the 
fact that school districts 
in the inner cities of the 
United States allocated 
resources for education 
based on Jensen’s fi nd-
ings. The thinking was: 
why allocate resources to 
Black neighborhoods 
when those students 
were less likely to 
succeed?

This imbalance in 
resource allocation 
continued for many 
years and pronounce-
ments such as ‘A Na-
tion in Crisis’ and ‘No 
Child left Behind’ did 
little to improve the 
condition of Black 
and minority stu-
dents in the system. 
A number of educa-
tors found that Amer-
ica was becoming a 
more divided nation. 
In looking at racism 
in schools researcher 
D.E. Campbell said, ‘ 
Schools for poor chil-
dren and children of 
color are inadequately 
insecure, staffed, and 
funded. Economic 
choices to unequally 
and inadequately fund 
schools produce most 
of the differences in 
achievement that are used 
as evidence of racial supe-
riority and inferiority.’

In 2001 Judge Leland 
DeGrasse found that New 
York State school funding 
system ‘ denies students 
in New York City the op-
portunity for a sound ba-
sic education.’ This ruling 
led other school systems 
to do a stock-taking and in 
2006 the Chicago school 
district carried out its own 
research. It was found 
that 365 of its 596 failing 
schools had mostly Black 
and Hispanic students.

A 2007 Report by the 
Institute for Democracy 
showed how California’s 
schools in poor neighbor-
hoods are signifi cantly, ‘ 
more overcrowded, have 
more substitute teach-
ers, fewer prepared math 
teachers and lack col-
lege preparation courses 
in comparison to mostly 
White areas.’ It is sig-

nifi cant that the fi ndings 
showed environmental 
and socio-economic status 
rather than lack of intelli-
gence based on heredity. 
In fact unequal access to 
education was attributed 
to ‘systemic and structur-
al racism.’ 

As the debate contin-
ued for a level playing 
fi eld events conspired to 
place Black achievement 
on the agenda. Justice 
Antonin Scalia of the US 
Supreme Court argued in 
November 2015 that it 
was probably a good idea 
for black students to be 
kept out of the Universi-
ty of Texas because they 
could go to ‘ a less ad-
vanced school, a slower 
track school where they 

do well.’ The judge was 
listening to the case Fish-
er v Texas, an affi rmative 
action suit that challenged 
the University of Tex-
as policy of considering 
race when admitting some 
students. This comment 
created a commotion and 
knocked Donald Trump 
off the front pages!

The facts do not sup-
port Scalia’s claim. The 
statistics show that the 
graduation rate for Black 
students at the University 
of Texas is around 70 per 
cent. But there are those 
who argue that black stu-
dents do not benefi t from 
affi rmative action because 
they cannot keep up with 
the rigors of academic 
work.

This argument forms 
part of the ‘mismatch the-
ory’ that has been popu-
larized by Richard Sander 
and Stuart Taylor in their 
book ‘ Mismatch.’ Jus-

tice Clarence Thomas is 
a proponent of the mis-
match theory. He says 
that, ‘overmatched stu-
dents take the bait, only 
to fi nd that they cannot 
succeed in the cauldron 
of competition.’ Despite 
the criticisms of affi rma-
tive action most research 
would seem to suggest 
that  students from, ‘ un-
derrepresented communi-
ties who attend selective 
colleges are more likely 
to graduate than students 
with similar academic 
qualifi cations that do not.’ 
It is argued that historical-
ly Black colleges produce 
more Black scientists than 
the elite schools not be-
cause they are ‘lesser’ but 
because they offer greater 

diversity and better fi t the 
needs of students.

But the playing fi eld is 
not equal. Plessey v Fer-
guson 1896 argues that 
‘legislation is powerless to 
eradicate racial instincts’ 
and George Wallace in 
1964 stated that ‘it is the 
best interest of the Negro 
to have a separation in ed-
ucation and social order.’ 
What is shocking is that 
this thinking can be found 
in our education institu-
tions at the highest levels. 
Michelle Hall is Black. 
She is a second-year law 
student at Harvard. One 
morning in November 
2015 she woke up to fi nd 
that the portraits of black 
professors were defaced. 
According to Ms. Hall, 
‘ their faces were cov-
ered with a single piece 
of black tape, crossing 
them out of Harvard’s 
Law School legacy of le-
gal scholarship.’ Harvard 

Law School was founded 
with the money accrued 
from the sale of 100 An-
tiguan slaves and the crest 
of the slave-owning Roy-
all family hangs proudly 
at the Law School.

 Defacing is a hate 
crime and students re-
quested an explanation 
from Dean Martha Mi-
now. She issued a state-
ment saying, ‘ Racism 
exists in the United States 
and in Harvard and in Har-
vard Law School.’ Fifty 
years after Jim Crow and 
George Wallace Ameri-
ca is still to deliver on its 
promises to Blacks and 
minorities. But unlike the 
sixties this is the age of so-
cial media with viral vid-
eos and Yik Yak that can 

capture activism and 
report it in an instant. 
In November 2015 
the United States 
saw student protests 
that would shake the 
foundations of the 
White university sys-
tem. The ripple from 
Ferguson in Missouri 
became a wave and 
the Missouri Univer-
sity system was crit-
icized for turning a 
blind eye to discrim-
ination against black 
students.

Demonstrations 
by Black students and 
a hunger strike by 
Jonathan Butler led to 
the resignations of the 
President Tom Wolfe 
and Chancellor R. 
Bowen Loftin at the 
University of Mis-
souri. The Missouri 
protests caught on in 
other campuses in the 
United States. Mary 
Spellman, the dean 

at Claremont McKenna in 
California, also resigned 
after being criticized for 
doing little to tackle a rac-
ist school climate.

In Ithaca College in 
New York there were pro-
tests after a black student 
was called ‘savage’ and at 
Yale University President 
Peter Salovey told a group 
of minority students that 
the University had failed 
them. A fraternity party 
at Yale wanted ‘white stu-
dents only’ and an email 
from the administration 
asked students not to be 
upset if the Halloween 
costumes showed persons 
with ‘blackface’ and ‘tur-
bans and feathered head-
dresses.’ It is interesting to 
note that another college 
president James R. Ram-
sey from the University 
of Louisville apologized 
for wearing a ‘stereotypi-
cal Mexican costume at a 
staff Halloween party.’

Princeton has now 
removed the ‘master’ ti-
tle for college heads and 
students there are urging 
the University to rename 
programs and buildings 
that are associated with 
former US President 
Woodrow Wilson. It was 
felt that President Wil-
son did not do enough 
to dismantle segregation 
during his presidency. 
The protests on campuses 
have touched a sensitive 
nerve in America. They 
have spread to Columbia, 
Duke, Purdue, John Jay, 
New Mexico, Oklahoma, 
and even to colleges in 
Canada. One can predict 
that they will continue un-
til there is redress.

Black achievements 
and intellectualism have 
come a long way. There 
was a time when Blacks 
did not count, could not 
vote or receive a patent. 
But the next time you fi x 
a light bulb, use your cell 
phone, refrigerator, need 
a heart pacemaker, have 
to remove cataract lens-
es with a laser or want 
to play video games on a 
console, you will do well 
to know that these were 
invented by blacks. The 
list also includes the gas 
mask, almanac, many 
uses for peanuts, imaging 
X-Ray Spectrometer, the 
blood bank, electroacous-
tic microphone, dry bath, 
traffi c signal, the potato 
chip, ironing board, beau-
ty products, pencil sharp-
ener and Dr. Ben Carson’s 
gifted hands, among oth-
ers.

Many black inven-
tors and scholars worked 
against great odds and 
started in ‘lesser schools’ 
but triumphed because of 
an iron will to succeed. 
They did so in spite of IQ 
tests and statistics. Blacks 
are as intelligent and 
hardworking as anyone 
else. The idea is to stamp 
out racism and implement 
equal opportunity policies 
and access for all. It was 
Martin Luther King who 
told us that, ‘Injustice 
anywhere is a threat to 
justice everywhere.’ 

The views expressed in this column 
are solely those of the writer and do 
not necessarily represent the views 

of the THE WEST INDIAN.

Statistics can be cooked up to prove 
almost anything. Sir Cyril Burt is 

a good example of a psychologist that 
has used numbers to prove his theo-
ry. He spent the greater part of his life 
showing that, ‘a child’s intelligence was 
mainly inherited from its parents and 
that social circumstances played only a 
minor role.’ 

Racism at Harvard. Black Law Professor Ronald S. Sullivan is defaced at 
Harvard as Black and minority college students across the US call for an 
end to racism.


