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COMMENTARY By DR. DHANPAUL NARINE

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine

Peace on Earth?

Albert Einstein once 
said, ‘Nothing that I can 
do will change the struc-
ture of the universe. But 
maybe, by raising my 
voice I can help the great-
est of all causes-goodwill 
among men and peace on 
earth.’ As we get ready 
to welcome a new year 
we need more voices to 
be raised in the name of 
peace. Our planet has suf-
fered from rising confl icts 
and commentators have 
predicted a new social 
disorder in the coming 
years.

Wars in the Middle 
East, the task of con-
trolling immigration into 
Europe, the role of Chi-
na as a key international 
player, and terror and fear 
will likely dominate the 
agenda. The turmoil looks 
likely to spread.  In 2015 
Gaza City looked like 
Berlin in 1945 and the 
world was horrifi ed to see 
on television people sin-
gled out for beheadings. 
The state of the world has 
remained shaky with the 
increased terror attacks in 
the West.    

But there have been 
attacks in other parts of 
the world where Islamic 
extremism has also raised 
an ugly specter with death 
and destruction. These 
have been given scant at-
tention by the mainstream 
media and had it not been 
for the reporting of fear-
less journalists many of 
the atrocities would not 
come to light. For exam-
ple, while every angle 
of the San Bernardino 
killings was analyzed by 
the American media the 
Taliban killed 50 people 
at Kandahar Airport in 
southern Afghanistan, in-
cluding 10 soldiers. The 
Kandahar massacre did 
not make the headlines or 
even warrant a sticker on 
the screens.

When Boko Haram 
strikes they ‘take out’ vil-
lages and thousands are 
killed but it takes days 
for the news to reach the 

mainstream media. The 
former Nigerian President 
Goodluck Jonathan was 
quick to express his con-
dolences to the families in 
the Charlie Hebdo tragedy 
while ignoring the kill-
ings of hundreds in Baga. 

Amnesty International 
called the Baga tragedy 
‘disturbing’ while Ignati-
us Kaigama the Catholic 
archbishop of Jos in Cen-
tral Nigeria said, ‘ It’s a 
monumental tragedy. It 
has saddened all Nigeria. 
But…we seem to be help-
less.’

A year ago more than 
100 children were killed 
in Peshawar, Pakistan 
and the wounds have not 
healed as yet. But even 
as the nation was com-
ing to grips with the re-
ality of terrorism another 
attack was to make the 
headlines. In May 2015 
gunmen killed 45 peo-
ple in the city of Karachi 
and fi ve months before 
that another massacre oc-
curred in Shikarpur when 
a mosque was bombed.

The war in Syria, in-
stability in Libya, Egypt, 
Iraq, Afghanistan and 
political and military con-
fl icts in parts of Africa and 
Asia have left planet Earth 
in an uncertain shape to 
face the next year. When 

one takes into account 
growing terrorism it is 
not diffi cult to see why 
many people are fearful 
about the future. Then 
there is the economics of 
growth to consider. Fore-
casters predict that the 
‘world economy stands 
on the brink of a second 
credit crisis as the vital 
transmissions systems for 
lending between banks 
begin to seize up and the 
debt markets fall over.’

It is suggested that the 
crisis is already unfold-
ing in China as its bonds 
in real estate are falling 
like dominos. The Feder-
al Reserve in the United 
States has raised interest 
rates to boost the econ-

omy and Chairman Jan-
et Yellen says that there 
will be gradual increases. 
There is speculation that 
four increases will take 
place next year and if this 
happens the impact on the 
world economy can be 
severe. How will this af-
fect developing nations? 
The small nations that 
borrow in US dollars and 
raised rates will ‘increase 
the debt repayments and 
burden the emerging mar-
kets economies have upon 
them, further weighing in 
on their currencies.’ 

It is interesting to note 
that a week after the Par-
is Conference on Glob-
al warming Beijing was 
covered with a blanket 
of smog. The Conference 
agreed to reduce green-
house gas emissions to un-
der 2 degrees Centigrade. 
But China and India, as 
in past Conferences, stat-
ed that they plan to build 
many more coal-fi red 
power stations and that by 
2030 their carbon emis-
sions will double. China 

at present is responsible 
for half of the world’s car-
bon emissions while India 
is the third largest emitter.

James Hansen who has 
been called the father of 
climate change says that 
the Paris Conference was 
a fraud. According to Han-
sen, ‘ It’s a fraud really, a 
fake. It’s just worthless 
words. There is no action, 
just promises. As long as 
fossil fuels appear to be 
the cheapest out there, 
they will be continued to 
be burned.’ Hansen has 
called for a fee, a price to 
be placed on ‘each tonne 
of carbon from the major 
emitters.’ But this has not 
happened. However, Han-
sen sees the positive in the 

smog in Beijing. He be-
lieves that China doesn’t 
deny climate change and 
this would lead their sci-
entists to move to clean 
energies.

The issues that have 
ben raised show that both 
economically and geo-po-
litically all is not well 
with planet earth. The tilt 
toward terror has driven 
fear in the hearts of many. 
But what does religion 
have to say about peace? 
In Sikhism, it is said that 
if a person sings the prais-
es of God, and let the love 
of God sprout within, he 
or she will fi nd abiding 
peace. Islam says that a 
Muslim is one that estab-
lishes peace through ac-
tions or conduct.

A Hindu believes that 
the Lord lives in the heart 
of every creature. If you 
take refuge in Him you 
will fi nd peace. In Juda-
ism it is said that the en-
tire Torah is for the pur-
pose of promoting peace 
while in Christianity the 
peacemakers are blessed, 

as they shall be called the 
sons of God. The Native 
Sioux believe that peace 
comes from within the 
soul and when one real-
izes their openness with 
the universe he or she will 
come to see that the ‘cen-
ter’ is within all of us.

Since peace forms 
an essential component 
of the major religions it 
would be easy to assume 
that humankind will work 
for a peaceful world. Un-
fortunately, this has not 
been the case. What then 
are the obstacles to peace? 
There is little doubt that 
the failure of the interna-
tional community to work 
out solutions for the prob-
lem areas of the world is 

an impediment to 
the peace process.

At the beginning 
of 2014 it was stat-
ed that Iraq, Syria, 
Afghanistan, and 
ISIS would domi-
nate the news. These 
countries are still in 
the headlines and 
there does not ap-
pear to be a solution 
in sight. The same 
can be said of Afri-
ca where in places 
such as South Sudan 
the peace process is 
fragile.

Oscar Arias is 
the former President 
of Costa Rica and a 
winner of the 1987 
Nobel Peace Prize. 
In 2002 he said that 

the obstacle to democ-
racy in Latin America is 
the ‘ignoble distinction of 
having greater econom-
ic and social inequality 
than any other region in 
the world.’ He pointed out 
that as long as military 
chiefs continue to hold 
undue power, spending 
priorities would be out of 
step with the needs of the 
people. There have been 
developments in Latin 
America that urgently 
need the intervention of 
Mr. Arias.

Venezuela is one of the 
top producers of oil in the 
world. But social inequal-
ity and mismanagement 
of the economy have led 
to starvation and unrest. 
The shelves are empty 
and people must wait for 
hours to get a single item. 
There are thousands of 
Guyanese and other na-
tionalities that live in Ven-
ezuela.

Guyanese live mainly 
in Caracas, El Tigre and 
San Felix and they are 
feeling the brunt of Ven-

ezuelan socialist policies. 
Many Guyanese have 
reported that the daily 
trek for foodstuff involve 
scouting outlets for scarce 
items. Gone are the days 
of the stocked supermar-
ket shelves. The Venezu-
elan opposition has won 
the local elections and 
how long Mr. Maduro will 
last remains to be seen.

We began with spiri-
tuality and humanism and 
it is to there that we seek 
answers. The Dalai Lama 
has advocated a return 
to age-old spiritual and 
humanitarian values. He 
says that ‘ compassion is 
the pillar of world peace’ 
and he calls for the pro-
motion of more interfaith 
understanding to ‘create a 
workable degree of unity 
among all religions.’

Pope John in 1963 is-
sued an Encyclical ‘ Pa-
cem in Terris’ in which 
he called for order among 
living things. According 
to Pope John, ‘ the mutual 
ties between states must 
be governed by truth. 
Truth calls for the elim-
ination of every trace of 
racial discrimination, and 
the consequent recogni-
tion of the inviolable prin-
ciple that all states are by 
nature equal in dignity.’

Islam says quite 
clearly that if ‘ two par-
ties among the believers 
fall into a quarrel, make 
peace between them.’ In 
the Mahabharata it is said 
that, ‘those that desire 
beauty, long life, men-
tal and physical strength 
and memory should ab-
stain from acts of injury.’ 
Christianity and Judaism 
have also spoken against 
‘an eye for an eye.’ The 
year 2016 will bring new 
challenges that will be 
compounded by the pres-
ent crises. There will also 
be a new American Presi-
dent to provide vision and 
leadership. But long be-
fore that the peacemakers 
should be busy promoting 
dialogue.

The views expressed in this column 
are solely those of the writer and do 
not necessarily represent the views 

of the THE WEST INDIAN.

       The Institute for Economics and 
Peace says that there are only eleven 
countries in the world that are free 
from confl ict. They are Switzerland, Ja-
pan, Qatar, Mauritius, Uruguay, Chile, 
Botswana, Costa Roca, Vietnam, Pana-
ma and Brazil. But even these  are not 
entirely free as there were human rights 
abuses in Qatar and Brazil and the 
others have problems that could lead to 
confl ict.

As 2015 
comes to 
an end 
Planet 
Earth 
desperately 
needs 
Peace 
and Love.


