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COMMUNITY
By Dr. DHANPAUL NARINEof The WeekPROFILE

Mohamed Hack from the Inter-
faith Council for Community 

Development in New York cares 
deeply about the welfare of his 
community. Mr. Hack is a Muslim 
who is concerned about the nega-
tive image that Islam is inheriting 
due to confl icts that have made the 
headlines. The latest is the massa-
cre in San Bernardino in California 
where the Muslim community is 
again put in the international spot-
light.

Mr. Hack to his 
credit has a track re-
cord in trying to create 
avenues for discus-
sions with other faiths. 
The idea is to see the 
extent to which the re-
ligions can learn from 
each other and to use 
the common themes to 
foster understanding. 
A week ago Mr. Hack 
called a meeting in 
New York and invited 
leaders of the Muslim 
community, and other 
guests, to denounce 
terrorism and hate 
crimes in view of 
the San Bernardino 
incident.

The attendees were 
Abdool Jabar from 
Nur ul Islam; Abdool 
Gafoor , Ahmadi-
yaa Muslim Center; 
Aleem Khan, Masjid 
Ar Rahman; Aliff  
Ali, Jowda Institute; 
Aseez Ramroop, 
Masjid Al Abidin; 
Dr. Fiaz Shuayb, 
Jowda Institute; 
Imam Ahmad Hamid, 
Masjid Ar Rahman; 
Imam Shaykh Safraj 
Bacchus, Masjid Al 
Abidin; Khalil Mo-
hamed, Jama Masjid; 
Khayume Khan, 
NYPD Community 
Aff airs; Kyume Khan, 
Masjid Al Abidin; 
Liaquat Mohammed, 
Sunnatul Jamaat; Mo-
hammed Yassin, Nur 
ul Islam;  Mohammed 
Salim, Masjid Al 
Abidin; and Mohamed 
Arsalan from ITV.  

The guests were 
Dr. Dhanpaul Narine 
from the Shri Trimurti 
Bhavan and columnist 
of the ‘West Indian’ 
newspaper. There 

were also Mike Duvalle 
from the South Ozone 
Park Civic Association, 
Richard David from the 

Indo Caribbean Alliance, 
Umran Bacchus from 
New Crescent Inter-
national and Mr. Dhan 
Singh from the Sikh 
Cultural Society.

A number of organi-
zations sent messages 
denouncing all forms of 
terrorism and hate crimes. 
They were the New 
Haven Ministries, Masjid 
Omar Bin Abdul Aziz, 
World Islamic Mission, 
Masjid Al Ansar, Masjid 
Abu Ubaidah, Center for 
Islamic Studies, Carib-
bean Islamic Council of 
New York, New York 
Good Neighbors In-
terfaith Council, New 

Women’s Forum, Jamaica 
Friends Society, Ameri-
can Bengali Hindi Group 
and Bruhud Indian Senior 
Center.

Mohamed Hack who 
works in the Queens 
Borough Offi  ce said 
that Queens is the most 
diverse borough in Amer-
ica. He said that we have 
good relations in Queens 
and he called on leaders 
to be responsible and to 
point the way forward. 
He wanted Queens to be 
the role model for the rest 
of America. One of the 
guest speakers Dr. Dhan-
paul Narine said that the 
eff orts of Mr. Hack and 
others should be lauded. 

He pointed out from his 
own experience that Is-
lam in Guyana and other 
parts of the Caribbean 
was always about peace 
and benevolence.

    According to Dr. 
Narine, ‘ when we were 
growing up in Guyana 
our neighbors were 
Muslims and Christians 
and we participated in 
each other’s rituals and 
festivals and there was 
never any suggestion of 
disagreements or disputes 
based on religion. We 
have never had religious 
confl icts in Guyana and 
this should be a model 
for the rest of the world.’ 

Dr. Narine called for 
the world to study the 
Guyanese example and 
they will fi nd that the 
good relationships are 
based on mutual respect 
and tolerance. The Islam 
in Guyana is premised 
on benevolence and not 
violence. If anyone both-
ered to read the Prophet’s 
Last Sermon he or she 
will fi nd much that is 
admirable. For example, 
the Prophet called on all 
‘to treat others justly so 
no one would be unjust to 
you.’ Dr. Narine called on 
all to pledge their loyalty 
to the United States of 
America the country that 
we call home. He con-

cluded by saying that the 
moderate voices should 
become the powerful 
voices against terrorism.

The next speaker was 
Mr. Dhan Singh from the 
Sikh Cultural Society. 
He said that hate crimes 
ought to be challenged 
and opposed by all. The 
Sikh community was 
singled out after 9/11 
and many members were 
attacked so Mr. Singh 
can relate to the Mus-
lim community. Imam 
Shaykh Sarfraz from 
Masjid Al Abidin said 
that he has spent 25 years 
as a student of Islam and 
he is still learning. But 

throughout his studies he 
has found Islam to be a 
religion of love.

According to Imam 
Sarfraz, ‘ the Islam I 
learnt and I teach each 
week tells us that it is 
wrong to destroy a tree 
and that life is precious. 
The Islam I learned is 
one that treats all equally. 
It is quite sad to know 
that you have a group of 
thugs calling themselves 
ISIS who claim that they 
represent Islam. The 
choice that they decide to 
take is a clear indication 
that they are outside the 
pale of Islam. They have 
turned away from the 
principles of the Prophet.’ 

Mike Duvalle said he 
grew up in a multi-reli-
gious Guyana and that 
education is the key to 
understanding each oth-
er’s culture. He recom-
mended that the young 
people should read about 
each other’s religion and 
to keep God in mind.

Offi  cer Khayume 
Khan from the NYPD 
said that terrorism cannot 
be supported. He added 
that there are individuals 
that are not Muslims that 
are using Islam to kill in-
nocent people. ‘ We have 
thousands of Muslims 
across the world that are 
not part of this violence.’ 

He said that if any-
one feels targeted in 
New York that person 
should report it to law 
enforcement. There 
are over 1,200 Muslim 
offi  cers in the NYPD 
serving the City dili-
gently.

Dr. Fiaz Shuayb 
from the Sunnatul 
Jamaat and the Jowda 
Institute read a state-
ment saying that the 
‘ recent mass killings 
by fringe groups are in 
no way a representa-
tion of the mainstream 
Muslim community in 
America. We condemn 
all acts of wanton 
violence, terrorism 
and killings done in 
the name of Islam. 
According to the 
Koran to kill someone 
unjustly is like killing 
all of mankind. Islam 
teaches Muslims to 
spread peace, value 
life and make good 
relations with others in 
society.’

Umran Bacchus 
stated that the Muslim 
community, ‘ de-
nounced terrorism in 
all its forms and that in 
the Caribbean we have 
never been exposed to 
this kind of terrorism 
as we lived as one 
family.’ Imam Hamid 
called on his students 
and Muslim leaders to 
work together to stem 
the tide of violence. 
He said that those 
immigrants that do 
not like America are 
free to return to their 
countries. He called on 
the Muslim communi-
ty to join forces with 
others to promote 
peace and said Islam is 
not about violence and 
what is needed is more 
inter-faith meetings as 
education and infor-
mation are the keys to 
spread greater under-
standing.

The next meet-
ing of the Interfaith 
Council will be on 
Wednesday, December 
16 at 6:30 pm at the 
Bosnian Community 
Center 114-07, 91 
Avenue, Queens, NY 
11418. Telephone 
1917 440 7714 for 
further details.  

Muslim Leaders in New York 
Denounce Attacks against America

Students of the Masjid Al Abidin School in Liberty Avenue, Queens, New York, denouncing the attacks of hate against 
America.  


