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COMMENTARY By DR. DHANPAUL NARINE

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine

The views expressed in this column 
are solely those of the writer and do not 
necessarily represent the views of the 

THE WEST INDIAN.

No Drugs Please
...We’re Guyanese!This ridiculousness has 

to stop. Guyanese have 
smuggled drugs in gir-
dles, salt fi sh, underwear, 
shrimps, bangamary, cur-
ry and rice, sneakers, cus-
tard powder, rum bottles, 
scrap metal, soup, fl our, 
baking powder, chow-
mein, snapper, cricket 
bats, wigs, false bottom of 
shoes, lumber, rice, body 
orifi ces, and wiri wiri pep-
pers. Wiri wiri peppers? 
Why do they have to mess 
with these little red balls 
of fl avor?

Do these smugglers 
know that wiri wiri has 
now been banned in 
America and the plants 
fetch a hefty sum on Lib-
erty Avenue in Queens? 
Rather than pick on the 
humble wiri wiri how 
about choosing sasparilla, 
kapadulla, moco moco, or 
congo pump, the one with 
the long hard stump? The 
sad fact is that despite the 
drug busts at internation-
al airports Guyanese will 
continue to think up of 
ways in which to smuggle 
drugs into other countries. 
If an orifi ce is missing 
they will probably invent 
one!

The message to all is 
that drug smuggling does 
not pay; sooner or later 
the authorities will catch 
you. It will lead to embar-
rassment for you and your 
family and if found guilty 
you may have to serve 
time in jail. Is it worth the 
risk of arriving at airports 
nervous and sweaty and 
hoping that you won’t be 
noticed or caught? Re-
cently, at JFK Airport the 
customs offi cers thought 
they had seen it all. But 
then came a Guyanese 
with a bulging suitcase 
handle. The customs offi -
cer examined the handle 
and found that bags of 
cocaine were stashed in 
them.

People smuggle drugs 
for a number of reasons. 
The principal reason is 
that it offers quick money 
and promises of a glori-
fi ed lifestyle. In a good 
many cases the smugglers 
know of the consequences 
if they are caught but are 
prepared to take the risks. 
There is always the ‘what 
if’ question. What if the 
smuggler is not caught? 
When these risk factors 
are discussed and debated 
by the handlers the ‘mule’ 
is more than likely to take 
the chance.

Drug smuggling can 
only thrive if the climate 
facilitates it and this has 
nothing to do with the 
weather. It is related to 

the culture of security. 
According to one report 
the Cheddi Jagan Inter-
national Airport (CJIA) ‘ 
is plagued with poor se-
curity, and has become a 
major point where drugs 
are smuggled out of Guy-
ana to other countries in 
North America, the Ca-
ribbean and Europe.’ In 
2010, one review painted 
a dismal picture. It said, 
‘ it was estimated by the 
aviation minister Robeson 
Benn that only ten percent 

of cocaine leaving Guy-
ana is detected before it 
leaves the country.’ What 
happens to the 90 per cent 
is anyone’s guess.

In 2004, a drug ring 
was arrested for smug-
gling 108 pounds of co-
caine to JFK; the drugs 
were hidden in boxes of 
snapper. 

A year later, 22 per-
sons were arrested for 
drug smuggling. This 
time the cocaine was hid-
den in boxes of chowmein 
or noodles. According to 
law enforcement offi cials 
the drug rings used three 
routes and they were CJIA 
to JFK, CJIA to Toronto in 
Canada, and CJIA to Trin-
idad and Tobago.

The methods and mo-
dalities of drug traffi cking 
were also discussed in 
the report. It was stated 
that there was corruption 
among employees at CJIA 
and in 2004 a Guyanese 
baggage handler was 
arrested at JFK with 8 
pounds of cocaine. It was 
widely suspected that the 
smugglers were getting 
help from the ‘inside’ as 
corrupt members of Guy-

anese law enforcement 
were allowing the drugs 
to pass CJIA undetected. 
There is also the view that 
corruption could run into 
the political system and 
that some local politicians 
were aiding the smug-
gling rings.

Security at CJIA is 
said to be out of date and 
this does not only apply 
to manpower. The tech-
nology is reported to be 
antiquated and this is an-
other way that smuggling 

is facilitated. Guyana’s 
topography does not help 
either. Its borders are po-
rous. Who can really po-
lice the hinterland areas 
effectively? 

In the seventies sea-
planes were known to 
land in the Mazaruni from 
Brazil and take out gold 
and diamonds without de-
tection. In 2015 little has 
changed. If the fi gures are 
correct and drug traffi ck-
ing accounts for 20 per 
cent of the GDP of Guy-
ana then people in high 
and low places are bene-
fi tting.

Any discussion on 
drugs must take into ac-
count the drug culture 
in Guyana. There was a 
time when drugs were un-
known in Guyana, when 
the people lived a simple 
life looking out for each 
other and the village be-
came a haven of respect 
and tolerance. If some-
one committed a murder 
it became the topic of 
conversation for years 
and the incident was wo-
ven in the folklore of the 
community. But these are 
not the old days. These 

are the days of guns and 
drugs, when the criminals 
come out to play, and the 
‘piece’ they have acquired 
could well be directed and 
driven by those that were 
deported from American 
jails.

There are many stories 
involving drug-smugglers 
but one wonders why a 
Guyanese chef from the 
United States would want 
to be caught smuggling. 
The chef went to Guyana 
in 2014 and he decided to 

pack cocaine in the han-
dle of his suitcase. He 
was traveling with his 
19-year old son. When 
they appeared in court 
the chef pleaded guilty. 
He was sentenced to 
three years in jail but he 
made a stirring plea for 
his son’s innocence. As 
it turned out his son was 
also charged.

How widespread is 
drug use in Guyana? Al-
though statistics are diffi -
cult to get the comments 
of the former Minister of 
Health is most instructive. 
In 2009, Dr. Leslie Ram-
sammy said that, ‘ the ma-
jority of Guyanese were 
involved in substance 
abuse.’ 

He pointed out that 
there was a growing num-
ber of persons that were 
addicted to crack cocaine 
and marijuana but that 
alcohol abuse was also 
prevalent. Dr. Ramsammy 
also said that Valium was 
one of the drugs that was 
abused.

The UNDP in its 2012 
Report says that there 
is a correlation between 
organized crime and the 

traffi cking of drugs, guns 
and weapons. The Re-
port states that many of 
the guns ‘ are reported-
ly passed along to gang 
members or to other Ca-
ribbean criminal organi-
zations that protect the 
drug traffi cking networks, 
while some are sold to 
business owners for pro-
tection.’

The non-policy on 
drugs reached critical 
proportions and was 
publicized on Nation-

al Geographic in a pro-
gram titled ‘Banged up 
Abroad.’ According to 
the story, Jayne Blaydon 
and her husband David 
were forced at gunpoint 
to smuggle liquid cocaine 
from Guyana to England. 
They were caught in Gua-
deloupe and placed in jail 
in Guyana where for two 
years the cruelty was un-
speakable. David had a 
number of broken ribs, 
shattered discs in his back 
and more than 16 stitches 
in his head. He left prison 
a broken man.

In April 2014 the 
then Opposition Lead-
er in Guyana, Mr. Da-
vid Granger, described 
his country as a ‘nar-
co-state.’ According to 
Mr. Granger, ‘ Guyana 

is sleepwalking step by 
step into narco-statehood. 
Narco-traffi cking is the 
engine of growth that 
is driving the country’s 
economy.’ Mr. Granger is 
now the President of Guy-
ana. His administration to 
date has seen no drop in 
crime, some of which are 
related to drug traffi cking. 
The government has set a 
bar curfew at 2:00 am as 
a start to combat crime in 
Guyana.

According to the Vice 
President and Minister 
of Public Security Mr. 
Khemraj Ramjattan, ‘ 
Drinking has a direct rela-
tion to violence, including 
domestic violence. You 
drink too late; you cannot 
get up early for work. And 
even if you do get up and 
go to work, you’re not 
functioning as effective-
ly as you could.’ As one 
would expect there are 
those that are both sides 
of the argument.

One of the most in-
teresting com-
ments came from 
the former Minister 
of Home Affairs, 
Clement Rohee. 
He said that he was 
not in favor of the 
curfew because a 
2:00am call was 
not ‘Guyanese.’ He 
wanted the hours to 
remain as they were, 
around 4am. This 
begs the question: 
How do we defi ne a 
Guyanese? Is it ‘to 

drink till four-day morn-
ing and then go home and 
beat your spouse?’ Is it 
Guyanese to go bar-hop-
ping in the early hours of 
the morning, use drugs, 
bring out the guns and 
create mayhem?

The new curfew has to 
be part of other strategies 
to fi ght crime. 

The recent statement 
by the government that it 
will use every available 
device to fi ght crime, in-
cluding a gun amnesty, 
should be supported.  But 
we need to see a struc-
tured plan to fi ght drug 
use and traffi cking.

Rear view. This 
man is caught 
with cocaine in 
his underwear at 
JFK International 
Airport. 


