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Introduction 

There are many benefits to living in Guyana formerly British Guiana. Guyana was part of Sir 
Walter Raleigh’s El Dorado and along with Peru is known as Kim Shan – Mountain of Gold in 
Cantonese to Chinese immigrants. Guyana is rich in natural resources – minerals, gold, 
diamonds, bauxite, manganese; forestry – timber, lumber, furniture manufacturing; energy - 
hydro electric power sources, wind, solar, biomass; agriculture – rice, sugar, market gardening, 
fruits, vegetables, ranching. The country is entirely self sufficient in food production. Oil was 
recently discovered off the Essequibo coast. 

Guyana although a part of the South American continent has more in common with the former 
British West Indian territories than with her South American neighbours culturally and 
linguistically so Guyanese consider themselves as West Indians rather than South Americans. 
Common history and culture include – being administered by Great Britain, speaking English, 
driving on the left hand side of the road, using imperial measurements, playing cricket together, 
singing calypsos, playing steel band music, invited to join a failed federation, used a common 
currency, have similar customs, cuisine, politics, economy, trade associations, etc. Because of 
Guyana’s proximity to Venezuela, Venezuela is claiming all Guyanese territory west of the 
Essequibo River. 

Before independence people going abroad to study would return on graduation to contribute 
to the growth of the country. However after independence there has been a steady stream of 
emigrants seeking better opportunities abroad including most of the educated class. After 
graduation students would only return to serve their indenture ship, if applicable, and then 
leave immediately. 

Climate 

 Guyana lies between one and nine degrees north of the equator. The climate is tropical and 
humid. The Atlantic coast lands are cooled by the North East Trade Winds which blow 
constantly. The average temperature is 75-85 °F 

 There is no need for heating and winter clothes 

 There is no need to stop outside construction for cold weather and to plow and shovel 
snow. Heavy equipment can be used for construction and maintenance all year round. 

 Houses and buildings do not have to be winterised. If air conditioning is required the 
building should be insulated to retain cold air. 

 The weather alternates between a wet rainy season and a dry season.  
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Flooding 

 Georgetown and the surrounding areas lie below sea level and have always been 
susceptible to flooding during heavy rain falls.  

 The city depends on a system of canals and sluices (kokers) to drain the land. Drainage 
ditches and canals are quite common in Georgetown 

 Flooding is exacerbated by the drainage canals being blocked with debris and garbage. 

 Global warming, climate change and rising sea level have been in the news quite a lot 
recently. The rising sea level reduces the time that the kokers can be open so during the wet 
season the land cannot drain fast enough before the kokers have to be closed so residual 
flood water has to be held inland until the next low tide cycle.  

 The authorities responsible for infrastructure management and maintenance need a plan. 
They should start by listing/identifying all the facilities to be maintained (roads, parapets, 
embankments, canals, bridges, kokers, pumps, etc.) and prepare a schedule for carrying out 
the maintenance activities.  

 Georgetown can solve its two problems - garbage and flooding, at the same time by 
building landfill sites. Most North American cities have landfill sites for garbage disposal. 
The city should use the debris and garbage collected to build a landfill mound 50-100ft high 
to be used for light construction later. The landfill sites will produce methane which can be 
used for generating electrical power. 

 A new modern capital city should be constructed on high ground in the interior like what 
the Brazilians did by building Brasilia. Georgetown would remain the centre of commerce. 

Industries 

I have listed some of the major industrial sectors and opportunities for improvement below: 

Agriculture 

 Food can be grown all the year round. Rice and sugar are our main crops. We can get 2 
crops per year. 

 Rice is grown by small farmers and processed in a regional mill 

 Sugar cane is grown and sugar extracted on plantations introduced by the Dutch in the 17th 
century. 

 The growing of sugar cane can be intensified to produce ethanol fuel for automobiles like 
they do in Brazil. 

 The Canal Polder areas are very fertile. You only have to drop seeds and anything will grow.  

 Many people have a small garden in their backyards for growing vegetable and fruits 

 The Rupununi Highlands near the Brazilian border is grassland which is suitable for growing 
wheat and raising cattle. 

 Chicken farms, fish farming, shrimp farming, pig, sheep and goat rearing can be expanded. 

 Coconut oil, palm oil, margarine are produced. 

 Milk, butter and cheese can be produced. 
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 As California becomes drier water intensive crops like almond nuts, oranges, apples and 
pears are being plowed under. Some of the crops may be transferred to Guyana which is 
known as the “Land of Many Waters” 

 Growing potatoes, onions and garlic in the colder regions of the country. 

 Growing potatoes, onions and garlic in the colder regions of the country. 

 Farm equipment – Sandbach Parker/Massey Ferguson tractors, combines 

Fishing 

Fresh water river fish and sea water fish and shrimp are available in Guyana waters. Fishermen 
are usually individuals who own their own boats and nets and operate independently. They sell 
their catch in the local market or to wholesale vendors. Shrimps and small fishes are sun dried 
and preserved. Large river fish like paku, morocut and basha can be sun dried or salted. 

Forest Products 

There are many hardwood and softwood species in Guyana’s forests. There is a lot of 
controversy over forest development in Guyana. Large tracks of forests have been leased to 
Malaysian and Chinese companies who proceeded to clear cut the land. Forest products can be 
commercialised and integrated into the Guyanese economy. 

 Timber can be processed into lumber and wood furniture for export. Cleared forest areas 
should be replanted with indigenous hard wood species and teak.  

 Balata plantations to produce rubber latex. 

 Fast growing species like gemolina can be grown for environmentally friendly discardable 
products – paper, cardboard, Popsicle sticks, coffee stirrers, chopsticks, knife and forks. 
 

Mining 

 Deposits of bauxite and manganese ores. 

 Primary processing of bauxite to alumina or even to aluminum has been talked about for 
years.  

 Precious metals – gold and diamonds are mined by independent prospectors, known as 
“pork knockers”. Now multi-national mining companies are getting into the act with their 
dredges, heavy machines and hydro-electric stations. 

 Oil in significant quantities has been discovered off the Essequibo coast. This has prompted 
Venezuela to renew their claim to all the territory west of the Essequibo River including the 
off shore continental shelf. This claim is being vigorously opposed by the Guyana 
government who is seeking arbitration from the UN, Britain and the USA.  

Energy 

 Renewable energy Electricity can be generated by hydro-electric, wind and solar. Energy can 
be stored in elevated ponds (pumped storage), in batteries, as compressed air or as 
hydrogen. 
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 The only hydro-electric station in Guyana is at Tumatumari. A station planned for Amalia 
Falls on the Kuribrong River has been abandoned by the new government as uneconomic. 

 A more viable development is low head hydro using the flow of rivers and streams to drive 
turbines placed in the river. Monkey jump Rapids near Rockstone on the Essequibo River 
may be a suitable site. It is close to Linden and Bartica. 

 As a legacy of the British and the Americans, Guyana has both 50 cycles 240V and 60 cycles 
120V. The electricity supply should be harmonised. A frequency changer has been installed 
at the Garden of Eden sub-station to transfer 50/60 cycle power between the 2 areas.  

 There is an opportunity to use DC for electricity distribution. This would harmonise the 
voltage and eliminate the frequency incompatibility.  Solar PV panels generate DC power for 
storage in batteries and most electronic devices uses DC. Household appliances are usually 
AC but can be made DC. Generation and transmission should remain AC.  

 Using ethanol obtained from sugar cane for fuel as they do in Brazil. Most countries use a 
blended mixture of petroleum and ethanol 

 Biomass like bagasse left over from sugar cane extraction, rice and cocoanut husks, straw 
dried grass, waste forest products and charcoal can be used as fuel to generate electricity. 

 Developments in solar PV cells have enabled buildings to capture sufficient energy during 
daylight and to store it in batteries or as compressed air or hydrogen to power the 
household loads. 

Consumer Goods 

Guyana has been well served in the consumer goods market in the pre-independence era. 
Goods were mainly of British manufacture but have now been expanded to include goods of 
European and Asian manufacture. 

 Department Stores – Bookers, Fogarty’s, Bettencourt, Figuera & Gomes. 

 Household appliances – Frigidaire refrigerators, cooking ranges, Singer sewing machine 

 Electronic equipment – Phillips radio, television, computers, cell phones 

 Hardware – J.P. Santos, Geddes Grant, Sandbach Parker 

Rural Village/Infrastructure 

 The plantation system is ideal for the layout of villages. People live in a compact area which 
makes it easy to provide services – public transportation, water supply, electricity, 
sewerage, cable TV, Internet, etc. This is similar to the medieval English village with its high 
street or the American frontier town with its main street. 

 The villages are already interconnected by coast roads and there used to be a light railway 
system interconnecting the villages on the east and west coasts of the Demerara River. 

 The villages are located inland from the east coast road so through traffic can avoid the built 
up area. Unfortunately the east bank road passes through the villages which slow the traffic 
down. A highway should be built from Georgetown to Cheddi Jagan International Airport 
and Linden bypassing the villages on the east bank to speed up traffic.      

 Infrastructure construction is badly needed – roads, water supply and sewerage systems, 
transportation, electricity supply, communications, medical services, etc.  
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 The authorities responsible for infrastructure management and maintenance need a plan. 
They should start by listing/identifying all the facilities to be maintained (roads, parapets, 
embankments, canals, bridges, kokers, pumps, etc.) and prepare a schedule for carrying out 
the maintenance activities.  

 Drainage ditches and canals are quite common in Georgetown but with rising sea level and 
blockage with garbage flooding is a frequent event.  

 Georgetown can solve their two problems, garbage and flooding, at the same time by 
building landfill sites. Most North American cities have landfill sites for garbage disposal. 
The city should use the debris collected to build a landfill mound 50-100ft high to be used 
for light construction later. The landfill sites will produce methane which can be used for 
generating electrical power. 

 A new modern capital city should be constructed on high ground in the interior like what 
the Brazilians did by building Brasilia. Georgetown would remain the centre of commerce.  

Communications 

 Telephone, television, cell phones, Internet, I Pad, I Pod  

 Newscasts, On-line blogs 

 Electronic newsletters 

 Newspapers 

Transportation 

 Villages and neighbourhoods are clustered around a bus stop or a railway station (hubs) 
which make transportation easier. People can walk or ride a bicycle to the hub. 

 Road, rail and tram 

 Travel by steamer, speedboat, ferry 

 Ship building – Sprostons,  local boat builders 

 Air travel, sea plane 

 Infrastructure, paved roads, bridges, pontoons, airstrips, stellings 

 The light railways along the east and west coasts of the Demerara River have been 
dismantled and the rails sold but the rights of way remain. 

 Guyanese drive on the left hand side of the road, a legacy of the British Empire. 
Consideration should be given to driving on the right hand side of the road like the rest of 
South America. This should be done while traffic is relatively light and the highway system 
not very extensive. 

 Motor vehicles – Austin, Morris, Vauxhall, Ford, Toyota, Honda 

 Harley Davison motor cycles, Lambretta motor scooters, Raleigh bicycles 

 Evinrude, Johnson, Kubota outboard motors  

Housing 

 Building material is usually wood with galvanised sheeting roofs. Concrete blocks are also 
increasingly being used.  
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 Waste material like bagasse, straw, coconut husks and wood chips can be converted to 
boards and ceiling tiles when treated with fire retardants and compressed. 

 Services – electricity, water, sewerage, communication 

 Contractors 

 Houses on the coastal plain are usually built on stilts to allow for floods. The “bottom 
house” is used for parking a car or for storage. 

Education 

A Guyanese education is second to none. Guyana has a University, a Technical Institute, a 
Domestic Science College and Collegiates which are comparable to the best in the world. Many 
children only had a primary education which was sufficient to serve them well. Secondary 
education was only available to those who can pay. Post secondary education was even rarer. 
However Guyana is now well equipped to train bureaucrats and technocrats through the 
following institutions: 

 The University of Guyana 

 The Technical Institute 

 Domestic Science College 

 Queens College 

 St. Stanislaus College 

 Bishop’s High School 

 St. Rose High School 

 St. Joseph High School 

 Central High School 

 Tutorial High School 

All the high schools have been made co-educational and operated by the government. A 
secondary education is now available to all. Prior to independence it was necessary to go 
abroad to the United Kingdom, the USA or Canada for a post-secondary education. Since its 
founding the University of Guyana has been turning out graduates of all disciplines.  

Large companies like Guysuco, Alcan/Demba and Guyana Electricity Co. would offer 
scholarships to students on the condition that they serve a five year indenture ship upon 
graduation. Unfortunately for Guyana most of these graduates whose qualifications are 
recognised in their country of study would emigrate to their country of study after their 
indenture ship was completed.  

Affiliation with Caribbean Institutions benefit from heritage and economy of scale: 

 Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture – London University, St. Augustine Campus, Trinidad 

 University of the West Indies Medical School, Mona Campus, Jamaica 

 St. George Medical School, Grenada 

 Medical training in Cuba 



 

7 
 

Medical Services 

Only Georgetown, New Amsterdam and Linden have fully equipped hospitals. Bartica has a 
hospital that can perform basic services. Delivering babies is performed by midwives. A 
seriously injured person has to be transported to Georgetown for x-raying and major surgery. 

For more serious diseases and surgery a patient has to go abroad for treatment if they can 
afford it otherwise they would die. Life expectancy is 10-15 years less than in developed 
countries. 

The Environment 

 Environmental issues should be given high priority. Global warming is causing sea levels to 
rise and flooding in and around Georgetown. We should start cleaning up the drainage 
canals of garbage, repair the kokers and install wind powered pumps. We should also start  
moving parts of the city to higher ground. Perhaps a new capital like Brasilia in Brazil should 
be built on high ground in the interior. 

 Safaris and eco-tourism to study the unique flora and fauna of Guyana.  

 A proposal to bury garbage in land fill site would raise the surrounding area above the flood 
level for building construction 

 Guyanese have always been conservation minded. The extinction of the passenger pigeon 
has been taught in schools since the 1940’s. 
 

Learned Societies 

In order for expert knowledge to be available to lay people voluntary learned societies are 
usually formed to disseminate this knowledge e.g.: 

 Botanical Gardens – trees, plants, flowers 

 Zoological Society – flora and fauna, animals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, fish, crustaceans 

 Ornithological Society - birds 

 Historical Society 

 Institution of Engineers and Technologists 

 Geological Society 

 Geographical Societies 

 Garden Clubs 

 Guyana Association of Professional Engineers (GAPE) 

Membership of international learned societies provides a shortcut to excellence: 

 The Audubon Society 

 The National Geographic Society 

 The Smithsonian Institution 

 The Commonwealth Institute 

 The Lonely Planet 
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 IET, IEEE, IMechE, ICE, ASME 

Revenue Taxes 

Guyanese do not pay a lot of income tax. A revenue tax is levied on transaction above a certain 
sum. The Georgetown city government should be collecting property taxes to provide basic 
services like garbage collection, road maintenance, keeping the canals clean. But it is not very 
efficient and effective in carrying out its function. 

Political System 

Guyana uses the Westminster model of government but legislators are elected by proportional 
representation. The PPP led jointly by Cheddi Jagan and Forbes Burnham fought for 
independence from Britain but Jagan and Burnham soon parted ways. Burnham was Prime 
Minister and then President in the post independence era. He proceeded to nationalise the 
major industries – sugar and mining and imposed a policy of austerity resulting in hardship for 
the people who started to emigrate. The PPP/C came to power in 1990 and stabilised the 
situation. Businesses thrived but ordinary people did not fare much better. In 2015 the PPP/C 
was replaced by the APNU/AFC.  

Social Services 

Welfare and pensions were non-existent to ordinary people before independence. Only civil 
servants and estate managers received pensions. Old people had to rely on their relatives for 
support. The new government of David Granger is talking of introducing a pension plan for 
senior citizens. This would relieve the pressure on family members to support their elderly 
relatives. 

Because there is no social safety net people have no option but to resort to crime to make ends 
meet. If the government would provide a minimum monthly income for low/no income families 
then crime would probably decline. 

Culture 

Guyana although a part of the South American continent has more in common with the former 
British West Indian territories than with her South American neighbours culturally and 
linguistically so Guyanese consider themselves as West Indians rather than South Americans. 
Common history and culture include – being administered by Great Britain, speaking English, 
driving on the left hand side of the road, using imperial measurements, playing cricket together, 
singing calypsos, playing steel band music, invited to join a failed federation, used a common 
currency, have similar customs, cuisine, politics, economy, trade associations, etc. 

In high school I studied Latin and French. Portuguese, Spanish and Dutch might be more useful 
as these are the languages our neighbour speak. The motto of Guyana in Latin used to be 
“damus, petimusque, vicissim” - we give and we seek in return which is appropriate as 
Guyanese have a sharing mutual self help culture. 
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Recreation/Leisure/Sports/Tourism 

We can learn a lot from the way North Americans spend their leisure time. The simplest is the 
backyard barbecue, then there is camping, touring by motor caravan, car, cycling, sailing, 
yachting, cottages, water skiing, visiting Disneyland, Disney World, LasVegas,   Atlantic City, etc. 
In the sports area there is baseball, football, ice hockey, golf, lawn tennis, car racing, etc.  There 
are spin off industries such as motels, hotels, gas stations, restaurants and attractions 

Leisure in the North American style is unknown in Guyana so there is great potential for 
expansion. Safaris and eco-tourism to study the unique flora and fauna of Guyana.  
 
Religion 

All religions except Judaism exist in Guyana – Catholics, Anglicans, other Protestants, Hindus, 
Moslems, Buddhists and the Salvation Army. Some people participate in others’ festivals like 
Christmas, Easter, Pagwah, Eid ul Fatr, Ramadan, etc. Some Moslems even make the hajj to 
Mecca. 

Territorial Dispute with Venezuela 

In its dispute with Venezuela it was natural for President David Granger to appeal to the 
CARICOM countries for moral support if not more tangible assistance. However it may be a 
stretch to say Venezuela is a threat to West Indian interests but using the precedent of Nazi 
Germany the more they get the more they want. If Venezuela can successfully take over 
Guyanese territory they may turn their attention to other West Indian territories.  Aggression 
should be nipped in the bud by the nations of the Americas and around the world. The 
Essequibo question was settled in 1899. The UN has been approached to re-examine the 
dispute. The UN mandate to uphold world peace can only carried out if the big powers 

cooperate. Other influential bodies like the Church and Islam and the International World Court 

should also act to effect world peace. The UN should reject any attempt by Venezuela to 
resurrect any claim on Guyanese territory.  

The only benefit from Venezuelan aggression is that Guyanese may become more united and 
join together to fight off Venezuelan aggression and stop bickering among themselves. As it is 
we were better off under the British. We need a closer alliance with the other former British 
West Indian colonies or with the US or Canada to which countries Guyanese emigrate in droves.   

In his speech to the UN General Assembly on September 29, 2015, President David Granger 
highlighted the plight of small mini and micro states. They can barely eke out a living and 
usually depend on aid from richer countries to survive. Guyana already belongs to mutual self 
help organisations like Caricom and the OAS for commerce and trade but not for defence. The 
best option for Guyana may be to form a defence alliance with a big power like the US. This 
would be similar to Puerto Rico, Guam or the Mariana Islands with commonwealth status or 
even statehood like Hawaii or Alaska.  
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Possession and Ownership  

In his book “Guns, Germs and Steel” Jared Diamond explains why Europeans became dominant 
everywhere they went. What is less clear is which country possesses what territory. Claims and 
counter claims arise all the time. The deciding factor is usually who has the most power, 
possession means ownership. Power comes out of the barrel of a gun said Mao Tse Tung 
echoing Jared Diamond. The British at the height of their power had gained many large 
territories – the American Colonies, Canada, India/Pakistan/Bangladesh/Sri Lanka, South Africa, 
East Africa, West Africa, Australia, New Zealand and smaller countries and enclaves. All the 
large countries are now independent but Britain remains in possession of many small countries 
and enclaves which are too small to be independent. 

Disputes have arisen over some of these enclaves and former territories – Gibraltar, the 
Falkland Islands, Belize and Guyana. Britain has been able to retain possession of her colonies 
but independent territories like Guyana are less secure. Large countries like India and China 
have been able to repossess obvious enclaves like Goa, Pondicherry, Hong Kong and Macau 
without bloodshed. 

In the history of territorial disputes usually it is the stronger nation that prevails even if the 
claim has merit e.g. Gibraltar, the Falkland Islands and Chechnya. Occupation means possession 
if you can hold on to it. Others are deadlocked – North/South Korea, Kashmir, Cyprus, Palestine 
and West Irian.  

Uti posseditis Juris is a principle in international law that states that when a territory gains 
independence from a colonial power it shall retain the borders that existed under the colonial 
power. Therefore in the case of Quebec all native enclaves in Quebec will become a part of 
Quebec. However many native communities have stated that they wish to remain in Canada in 
the event of Quebec separation. 

The Guyana Government need to confirm sovereignty over the disputed territories by 
establishing settlements like Jonestown. One way of settling the interior is to transport convicts 
from the coast to the interior similar to what Britain did to settle Australia and what the 
Russians did to populate Siberia. People from the slums of Georgetown should be granted land 
in the interior to establish sovereignty over the area coveted by Venezuela.  Canada has a 
similar problem with sovereignty over the Arctic Islands which are being coveted by Russia, 
Norway, Sweden and Denmark. Canada is retaliating by establishing Inuit settlements in the 
coveted territories.  

Formation/Breakup of Nations 

Many countries have provinces that wish to secede from the mother country – Quebec from 
Canada, Scotland from Great Britain, Catalonia from Spain and the Basque Region from Spain. 
Other countries have separatist movements – Peru, China, Indonesia, the Philippines; 
Armenians, Kurds, Palestinians all want their own country. This has been left to the respective 
mother country to resolve internally. The best resolution mechanism may be a plebiscite if the 
mother country will allow one but is no easy task where a large percentage of the breakaway 
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province does not wish to secede or where the mother country does not want to allow them to 
leave. For example the indigenous people of Quebec want to remain in Canada if Quebec 
separates. The Middle East is particularly troublesome because the borders were drawn 
arbitrarily without sufficient consideration given to the consequences. Syria, Iraq, Jordan and 
Lebanon have mixed Sunni, Shiite and Christian populations which lead to strife. 

Federations have to tread a fine line between federal interests and regional interests. History 
has shown that regional interest usually comes first. It takes a strong and wise central 
government to hold a group of diverse autonomous regions together. The most successful are 
those countries with a homogenous population e.g. Germany, the USA, Canada except Quebec, 
Mexico, Brazil and India.  

Successful separations but not without violence are – the breakup of Roman Empire, 
independence of India and Pakistan from Great Britain, breakup of the British Empire, liberation 
of the Spanish colonies in South America initiated by Simon Bolivar in Venezuela, breakup of 
the Soviet Union, Austria-Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, the Ottoman Empire, separation 
of Crimea from Ukraine, separation of Singapore from Malaysia, splitting of South Sudan from 
Sudan. Belgium is tethering on breakup. Mozambique, Angola, Nigeria and Congo have sporadic 
civil wars. Notable reunifications are West and East Germany and North and South Viet Nam.  

Arbitration  

Clearly there need to be a conflict resolution mechanism to resolve disputes without violence 
but violence is sometimes the only recourse. This function should provided by the United 
Nations but they are too compromised by vested interests to be effective. The World Court is 
another body that can arbitrate territorial disputes. Since many disputes are based on tribal or 
religious differences the Church or Islamic organisations can arbitrate. This is easier said than 
done.  

The arbitrator should establish criteria which are acceptable to all parties. Many indigenous 
people in Canada are seeking redress and compensation for territories ceded to Canada. One 
criterion should be that the province should not be broken up into a quilt work of enclaves 
which would make transportation and communication difficult. Canadians and Americans have 
some experience with this when the border was formalised in 1859. The border between the 
Maritime Provinces of Canada and the New England States of America has divided towns, 
villages and even houses. One example often cited is that of Point Roberts in Washington State. 
It was stipulated that the border would run along the 49th parallel to the Pacific Ocean which 
put Point Roberts on the US side of the border.  Residents have to conduct most of their 
business by passing through British Columbia to mainland Washington State. Point Roberts 
would have been better off in Canada. 

Emigration/Remigration/The Guyanese Diaspora 

People have always been on the move since prehistoric times. There have been two major 
migrations in recent times; after the rediscovery of the new world in 1492 by Columbus and 
during the colonial era when slaves were  imported into the Americas and as people discovered 
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the wealth of the colonial territories and migrated to other parts of the British Empire. As 
people settled in their new homelands their cultures evolved to match their environment and 
their temperament.  

Guyanese have been emigrating in droves since independence in 1966. The exodus started 
during the Forbes Burnham era and continues to this day. Because Guyanese speak, read and 
write Standard English it is easy for them to emigrate to the UK, the USA and Canada. Before 
the founding of the University of Guyana young people had to go abroad for post secondary 
education and would stay abroad after their studies or would return home only if they were on 
a scholarship and had to serve a term of indenture ship but would leave soon after serving their 
indenture ship. Those who had to pay their own way would never return.  

Because of the massive emigration the Guyanese population has not increased significantly 
since independence. The people leaving are usually the business and educated class. This is a 
serious “brain drain” on the nation. It has deprived Guyana of the needed skilled trades people 
and professionals it needs to function. Guyanese should not have to emigrate for better 
opportunities. Guyana and many countries around the world has been a training school for the 
developed countries depriving the sending countries of much needed talent. It is time to stop 
the brain drain. If we were to embark on some of the programmes mentioned above there will 
be sufficient challenges to keep graduates at home as they did during the colonial era. 

President David Granger has issued a call to the Guyanese Diaspora in the USA, Canada and the 
UK to come home to help develop the country and to invest. High 
unemployment/underemployment in the Diaspora countries among non-STEM university 
graduates may encourage some Guyanese graduates to return home. There are many locally 
trained unemployed PhD’s in Toronto and immigrant doctors are driving taxis. Canada offers a 
better standard of living for the capable but is no land of milk and honey. The territorial claims 
by Venezuela and Suriname should be resolved so that development of the regions can proceed 
without concern of foreign occupation. 

A lot of these émigrés have now retired or are about to retire. Efforts by past Guyana 
governments to get people to remigrate have only been partially successful. Once people are 
established abroad it is difficult to persuade them to give up their family and property. 
However it may be possible to get some retirees to return if the medical care can match that of 
their adopted country of residence. The milder climate, foreign pensions and lower expenses 
can be quite an incentive.   

It is believed that many retirees may be willing to contribute their experience and expertise for 
the benefit of Guyana from their country of residence. The new Granger government should 
tap into this resource. They can facilitate transfer of information by providing liaison officers 
who can act as go-betweens between the contributors and the government agencies receiving 
the information. A science and technology conference was organised by the Concerned 
Guyanese Community Organisation (Association of Concerned Guyanese) in 1993 and a 
discussion group known as Science and Technology Enhancement Partnership-Canada/Guyana 
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(STEP-CG) used to meet in 1995/1996 but failed to make a contribution due to lack of interest 
by the Guyanese Government of the day.  

Immigration 

After the emancipation of the slaves in 1833, Portuguese and Chinese indentured labourers 
were imported to Guyana. However as soon as their contracts were finished they turned to 
starting small businesses – groceries, dry goods and hardware stores.  The British continued to 
run industries and administer the country. Finally Indian labourers were imported and together 
with former slaves continued to work on the sugar estates. Other Indian immigrants became 
rice farmers and business people. 

Immigration to Guyana has been negligible after the first waves of immigrants. Some English 
speaking West Indians may immigrate to Guyana and there may be some traffic at the border 
areas with Brazil and Surinam. People have been leaving Guyana in droves since independence 
in 1966. At the rate Guyanese are emigrating it would make sense to open the door to 
immigration from the Middle East, Asia, India, China, Africa, Europe and the Americas. 
Immigrants can contribute greatly to the development of Guyana and should be encouraged. 
The new immigrants can be put to work to build a new capital city on high ground in the 
interior to counter floods and to fight Venezuela’s claim to Guyanese territory. 

 The story of Jonestown suggests a solution for Guyana i.e. massive immigration from the 
world’s trouble spots. The refugees trying to go to Europe from Africa should be invited to 
come to Guyana. Guyana is well placed to receive multi-ethnic, multi-religious, multi-cultural 
immigrants. This is our composition. Multiculturalism works well in Toronto which is probably 
the most multicultural city in the world.  The Jonestown site is still available and could be used 
to receive the refugees. http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2015/07/28/when-
jonestown-was-about-a-south-american-border-dispute-not-mass-death/ 

It had been reported that the former British Guiana, now Guyana was offered as a homeland 
for the Jews after WW2 by the British administrators of Palestine but they chose to go to 
Palestine instead for historical and cultural reasons to found the State of Israel with the 
subsequent attendant problems with the Arabs. 
https://www.reddit.com/r/HistoryWhatIf/comments/301igg/what_if_british_guiana_was_esta
blished_as_a/ 

As an aside Chinese surnames are often corrupted. In Chinese the family name comes first 
followed by the individual’s names. Most Chinese children are registered with their fathers’ full 
name as their surname e.g. Sue Ping, Chan-a-Sue, Sue-a-Quan, Chin Lun, Chin Sam, etc. Another 
common mistake is to use a nickname as the surname e.g. Affoo, Achong, Alim, etc. This is the 
equivalent of saying Bill for William, etc. A Chinese laundry had the sign “Ole Olsen Chinese 
Laundry”. When asked to explain the proprietor said he was standing behind a Norweigan 
immigrant in line on Ellis Island, when he was asked for his name he said Sim Ting. So the 
immigration officer wrote Ole Olsen on his paper. 

 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2015/07/28/when-jonestown-was-about-a-south-american-border-dispute-not-mass-death/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2015/07/28/when-jonestown-was-about-a-south-american-border-dispute-not-mass-death/
https://www.reddit.com/r/HistoryWhatIf/comments/301igg/what_if_british_guiana_was_established_as_a/
https://www.reddit.com/r/HistoryWhatIf/comments/301igg/what_if_british_guiana_was_established_as_a/
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Conclusion 
 
This report is intended to serve as a roadmap for the development of Guyana. It is a 
compilation of ideas from my archives and from blog postings on the Guyanese Online 
newsletters which are gratefully acknowledged. I plan to submit the report to the Guyana 
government with the recommendation that they tap into the Guyanese Diaspora for 
experience, expertise and investment. They can start by establishing a liaison office to facilitate 
communication between and the Diaspora and Guyana. 
 
There is a lot of details to be filled in. These details will depend on the specific project and is 
best left to the project manager who will be an expert in that particular type of project. The 
project manager may be Guyanese who will provide oversight and controls. The Diaspora may 
be able to provide somebody with the requisite skills to assist the project manager. The 
execution of the project will likely be carried out by an expatriate international company with 
the right experience. 
 
Prepared by: 
Leslie S. Chin, MSc., P.Eng. 
October 2015 
lschin@rogers.com 
416 282 6319 
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