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By Dr. DHANPAUL NARINEof The WeekPROFILE

Florence Ramdin Hammond

Florence Ramdin Hammond is 
one of the most inspirational 

persons anyone can hope to meet. 
She leads by example and her 
hard work and determination have 
taken her from her native country 
to the United States Navy and to 
England where she now resides. 

Florence was 
born in Georgetown, 
Guyana. Her mom is 
Rita Ramdin and her 
dad is Samuel Albert 
Ramdeen. Florence 
has three sisters and 
a brother and they are 

Chrystal, Catherine, 

Andrea, and Samuel. 

Florence attended 

Houston Primary 

School where she took 

her Common Entrance 

exams. She then went 

to Alleyne’s High 
School in Regent’s 
Street and because 
she did so well she 
was accepted at St. 
Stanislaus College to 
pursue further studies. 
Florence liked Social 
Studies and handicraft 
and liberal arts.

But it was not all 
about studies. Flor-

ence spent some time 

visiting her grand 

parents in Vergenoe-

gen Stelling Road. 

She says, ‘ I totally 

enjoyed it. It was nice 

to be with my grand-

parents and the beach 

was also beautiful.’  In 

1989 Florence’s par-

ents made a decision 

that would change her 

life. They moved from 

Guyana to the Unit-

ed States. Florence 

found New York to be 

an exciting city. She 

worked in a number 

of jobs before she was 

employed to manage a 

store on Fifth Avenue.

This was to last 

two years after which 

Florence made a 

life-changing ‘Top 

Gun’ decision. She 

decided to join the 
military. Her uncle 
Roy Baldeo was al-
ready in the army and 
Florence had someone 
to communicate with 
about her decision. 

She was told that the 
Navy wouldn’t be a piece 
of cake but Florence was 
determined to do 
well. She thrives 
on challenges. 
Florence took the 
test and passed 
with fl ying colors. 
She joined the US 
Navy in 1992 and 
was assigned to do 
cryptology engi-
neering intelli-
gence.

Her fi rst tour 
was at the end of 
Operation Desert 
Storm and her 
ship was the ‘USS 
Acadia.’ It sailed 
from California 
and Florence was 
a busybody on 
the ship. There 
were about 1,500 
sailors on the 
‘Acadia’ which 
made it a fl oating 
city. The ship had 
everything that one 
could think about 
and mail call was 
always exciting as 
Florence would 
look out for mails 
from loved ones.

The tour of 
duty lasted for six 
months and Flor-
ence was in South 
West Asia and the 
experience was 
incredible. The 
‘Acadia’ stopped 
in seven countries and 
Florence was able to 
experience the culture of 
the locals. After this tour 
ended Florence went on 
a three-month exercise. It 
was in 1996, the height of 
the Somalian crisis, and 
the Blackhawk incident. 
It was a war zone and her 
ship was shot a couple of 
times but Florence says 
that this was all part of 
the job. She returned to 
California and her ship 
was decommissioned. 

Florence was promoted to 
a BF3 and she decided to 
pursue training to be an 
intelligence analyst.

After completion 
Florence was assigned to 
carry out special respon-
sibilities. This involved a 
number of jobs relating to 
the security of the United 
States. At that time she 
was stationed in the 
United Kingdom and had 
responsibilities for the 

Balkans. Florence toured 
Sarajevo and said that it 
was a beautiful city.  It 
was 1999 and her impres-
sion of Sarajevo was that, 
‘It was like walking in a 
dream, surreal, and you 
may see faces that you 
studied. A once gorgeous 
city was destroyed but the 
people were fantastic.’

The year 1999 also 
holds wonderful personal 
memories for Florence. 
She met a handsome 
young man in Sarajevo. 
They chatted, had coffee 

The US Navy Meets the Royal Air Force!
and exchanged numbers 
and went their separate 
ways. He was English 
and was in the Royal Air 
Force. When Florence 
got to England she made 
contact with the young 
man. He was Andrew 
John Hammond.

The love between 
Andrew and Florence 
grew and marriage was in 
the air. But there was one 
small problem. The gov-

ernments of the 
United States 
and the United 
Kingdom had to 
give permission 
for the mar-
riage to take place. The 
governments duly agreed 
and Florence and Andrew 
were married in March 
2001. The marriage has 
been amazing and has 
produced two wonder-
ful children, Lucas and 
Sebastian Ramdin Ham-
mond.

Florence had done so 

well in the Navy that she 
was promoted to Second 
Class Petty Offi cer and 
she was in charge of 
others.

As a devoted mother 
and wife she decided to 
spend more time with her 
family and in 2001 she 
retired from the Navy 
and made her home in 
England. Andrew contin-
ued his work in the Royal 
Air Force and became a 

Warrant Offi -
cer. He retired 
in 2012 which 
means that the 
total service of 
Andrew and 
Florence in the 
military is over 
30 years. What 
a tremendous 
achievement!

Florence
has kept herself 
busy. Apart from 
being a devoted 
wife and mother 
she continued 
with her studies 
and received an 
accreditation for 
her intelligence 
studies and her 
experience. She 
was awarded her 
degree in politi-
cal science from 
Brown Universi-
ty. While taking 
care of her 
family Florence 
was involved in 
various com-
munity projects 
after which she 

ran an outlet restaurant 
for about three years in 
the United Kingdom. The 
family then moved to Las 
Vegas to be with Andrew 
when he was stationed 
there. Florence spent 
another three years in Las 
Vegas where she worked 
in a top department store 
as a jewelry manager. 

She is currently the 
cosmetic manager at 
a well-known estab-
lishment in the United 
Kingdom. This is cer-

tainly an impressive 

resume that combines 

the military with busi-

ness experience.

Florence says 

that she has had a 

‘ colorful and ad-

venturous life that I 

totally enjoyed.’ She 

credits her teachers 

for their support and 

encouragement. They 

have helped to impart 

in her much needed 

skills that proved to be 

invaluable. Florence is 

grateful to her par-

ents Samuel and Rita 

for being wonderful 

examples of caring 

and devotion. She also 

acknowledges Janet 

Bagot for teaching 

her how to understand 

people. Then there 

are her grandparents 

John and Rookmin 

Baldeo who were kind 

to all. Florence hopes 

to use these positive 

experiences to take 

her caring skills to a 

higher level by becom-

ing a caregiver to the 

seniors.

Florence loves 

gardening, meeting 

people and spending 

time with the family. 

She encourages young 

people to consider 

the military 

as a career 

as it teach-

es respect. 

Florence has 

made us proud. 

She has risen 

from humble 

beginnings in 

Guyana to see 

the world and 

to make a solid 

contribution

to the military and 

security of the United 

States of America. 

We salute Florence, 

her husband Andrew, 

and their family for 

carrying the torch of 

freedom and wish 

them all the best in the 
future.

Florence Ramdin Hammond 
is a wonderful role model. 
Born in Guyana she served in 
the US Navy and helped 
to maintain the security of 
the free world


