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FROM THE  EDITOR’S DESKTOP

There is much happening in Guyana these days. There is Venezuela.
There is the increase in ministerial salaries. There are whispers about
possible criminal charges against PPP big wigs. Yet, for more reasons

than one, this seems a good time to reflect on the half-year or so of the exis-
tence of Diaspora Times. This existence mirrors much of the story of the
APNU+AFC coalition. So we can get a glance at the lives of the two entities
by reviewing the topics in “From the Editor’s Desktop.” 

In the first editorial, I wondered whether the birth of APNU+AFC could rep-
resent a return to 1953, the days of the united  People’s Progressive Party. A
later editorial, entitled “Imagine a Country,” asked readers to foresee a pros-
perous and united Guyana, and to vote, or encourage their loves ones back
home to vote, to translate that imagined country into the Guyanese reality of
the future. The next issue reported on how Guyanese, from the teenager to
the centenarian, voted “like a boss.” I entitled the accompanying editorial,
“Today belongs to the people.”

Another editorial applauded President Granger’s refusal to adopt a racist,
divisive or triumphalist response to his coalition’s victory. Then came
Venezuela’s illegal decree and its generally aggressive stance against
Guyana. Our editorial, focused on the appropriate lament and potential role
of the Diaspora, was captioned, “What you assume to be your country.” The
ninth editorial discussed how promises of press freedom and universal
access to state media are “easy to make, difficult to fulfill, but politically
rewarding if faithfully followed.” It also gave notice that Diaspora Times,
which started out providing electoral support to the APNU+AFC Coalition
against the PPP, must now transition to a stance of critical support. The
publication must now hold the government to account for its election
promises. In that context, the issue you are now reading praises the presi-
dent’s adept handling of the Venezuela crisis and is balanced regarding its
less than stellar treatment of the salary issue.

So, now, here we are. This is our 11th editorial. Because one of the 11 was a
guest editorial, this is my 10th. It is also my last. A few weeks ago, I notified
my colleagues on the editorial board that the time had come for me to trans-
fer the pleasure of editing this publication to some worthy successor. I
remain available to share with the Times what little writing talent resides in
my heart and hands. 

I thank our readers for the continued generous evaluation of our work. I
express my appreciation to members of the editorial team for the honor of
being called their colleague and their friend. And I say special thanks to our
desktop publisher Claire Ann Goring, who, together with her artistic partner
Ashton Franklin, is also leaving. Thanks, Claire, for using your artistic imag-
ination to make an artistically challenged editor look good. 

We are going. But Diaspora Times is not.  Long live Diaspora Times!   
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NOT A BLADE O’ GRASS
Dave Martins & The Tradewinds

We are a peaceful people
Struggling we struggle
And we don’t ask for trouble
Just ask around.
But when outside faces,
From foreign places
Talk about taking over,
We ain’t backing down.

No, we ain’t giving up 
no mountain,
And we ain’t giving up no tree
We ain’t giving up no river,
That belong to we.
Not one Blue-Saki,
Not one rice grain,
Not one Curass,
Not a blade o’ grass!

This land is our land now,
We gonna make it somehow
We will bend like a bow,
But never break.

Our fathers came here
And they lived and died here,
And we ain’t moving from here
Make no mistake

We love the open country
of the Rupununi,
And the Essequibo, daytime or night

They criticize it,
This is our home, we love it,
And we mean to keep it,
We have that right!

GUYANA STRONG 3

The corrected version of the song.



GUYANA, WITH FORCES
ONE-FORTHIETH
THE SIZE, 
RESISTS 
VENEZUELAN 
AGGRESSION

Diaspora Times  International E-Magazine

4

By David Arthur Granger
(Extracts from President
Granger’s first address to United
Nations General Assembly)

Guyana is a small state. Guyana is a new state – a product of the
post-World War II promise of peace. Guyana is a child of the
United Nations. Guyana will, eight months from now, on May 26,

2016, mark the 50th anniversary of its independence. For 50 years, our
small country has been prevented from fully exploiting our rich natural
resources. Venezuela has threatened and deterred investors and frustrated
our economic development.
For 50 years, our territorial integrity has been violated by Venezuela,
which has occupied a part of our territory, the most recent incident being
on the 10th October, 2013, when it sent a naval corvette into our maritime
zone and expelled a peaceful, petroleum exploration vessel that was con-
ducting seismic surveys.
For 50 years, Venezuela has promulgated spurious decrees claiming our territo-
ry, the most recent being on May 26th, 2015, our independence anniversary,
when it issued Decree No. 1.787 with specified coordinates purporting to annex
almost our entire maritime zone. That decree constituted a reassertion of its
claim to five of Guyana’s ten regions.

GUYANA STRONG
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Border settled 116 years ago
Guyana rejects the threats and claims by Venezuela,
which are in defiance of international law. Guyana
resists Venezuela’s acts of aggression in defiance of the
Charter of the United Nations, which prescribes the
peaceful settlement of disputes and proscribes the use
of armed force.
Guyana’s border with Venezuela was settled 116 years
ago. The whole world, except the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela, accepts our borders.
Guyana, at the 23rd Session of this Assembly in 1968,
explained to the world how, in 1897, a Treaty of
Arbitration was signed between the United Kingdom
and Venezuela. That treaty provided for the establish-
ment of an arbitral tribunal “to determine the bound-
ary-line between the Colony of British Guiana” and
Venezuela. That treaty committed the parties “to con-
sider the result of the proceeds of the Tribunal of
Arbitration as a full, perfect, and final settlement of all
the questions referred to the Arbitrators.”
The tribunal issued its award on the 3rd of October,
1899, giving Venezuela 13,000 square kilometers of our
territory, an area bigger than Jamaica or Lebanon.
Venezuela was bound under international law to respect
that award, which it did for the subsequent six decades.
Strategies to deprive Guyana 
Venezuela, however, at the onset of Guyana’s indepen-
dence resorted to various stratagems to deprive Guyana
of its territory. There has been a series of acts of aggres-
sion by presidents of Venezuela against my country –
from the time of President Raúl Leoni Otero’s Decree
No. 1.152 of 15th June, 1968, to the time of President
Nicolás Maduro Moro’s decree of May 26th, 2015.
Venezuela — more than four times the size of Guyana
with armed forces that are more than 40 times the size
of Guyana’s armed forces — mindful of its superior
wealth and military strength, and unmindful of its
obligation as a member state of the United Nations, of
the Union of South American Nations, and of the
Organization of American States, has pursued a path of
intimidation and aggression. Venezuela is unsettling a
settled border. It is destabilizing a stable region of the
globe by the use of armed force against a peaceful, small
state.

Venezuela has retarded Guyana’s development by
threats that are intended to force a small state to yield
its birthright. Venezuela’s expansionist ambitions can-
not be allowed to unsettle the principle of inviolability
of borders, undermine the tenets of international law
and unravel borders that have been undisturbed for
decades.
• Guyana recommits to preserving the Caribbean as a
zone of peace.
• Guyana renews its pledge before this august General
Assembly that it will pursue the path of peace for all time.
• Guyana reaffirms its commitment to the peaceful set-
tlement of international disputes.
• Guyana reposes total confidence in international law.
• Guyana seeks a resolution of this controversy that is
consistent with the Charter of the United Nations.
The Geneva Agreement of 1966 signed between the gov-
ernments of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, Venezuela and British Guiana on
February 17, 1966 provides for the Secretary General to
take action to bring a resolution to the contention occa-
sioned by the claim made by the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela that the Arbitral Award of 1899 is null and void.
Obnoxious claim
Guyana has the fullest confidence in the judgment and
capacity of the United Nations, through the Office of the
Secretary General, to identify solutions that will vali-
date the ‘just, perfect and final’ nature of the award. We
thank the United Nations and the Secretary General for
appointing various Good Officers to help to resolve this
controversy over the past 25 years. We feel that this
process has now been exhausted.
Guyana does not wish that this obnoxious territorial
claim should obscure the prospects of peace and
obstruct the possibility of growth for the next 50 years.
We need a permanent solution in order to avoid the fate
of perpetual peril and penury. Guyana seeks a juridical
settlement to this controversy…
The United Nations remains our best hope. The United
Nations is our best prospect of peace. The United
Nations is our best assurance of security for a small
state. The United Nations is our strength, support and
succour in our time of danger. We pledge Guyana’s
adherence to the Charter of the United Nations.Guyana
seeks nothing more than the solidarity of this interna-
tional community, the assurance of the Charter and the
safety of international law.

Guyana, with forces 
one-fortieth the size, resists
Venezuelan aggression

GUYANA STRONG
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GUYANA AT THE UNITED NATIONS

VENEZUELA FILE: 
How did the president do?
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Ahead of state or government will perhaps
never face a greater challenge than the
potential loss of most of the nation’s land-

mass and virtually all of its maritime resources.
Imagine being faced with such a threat mere weeks
after becoming president, indeed weeks after your
first ever experience of leadership in the civilian
branch of government.
That was the fate confronting His Excellency David
Granger on May 26th, 2015, Guyana’s 49th inde-
pendence anniversary, when he had barely been
sworn in as president. On that date, as Guyanese
absorbed the joyous news of the discovery of oil in
their territorial waters, Venezuela’s president,
Nicolás Maduro, issued a decree asserting
Venezuelan sovereignty over Guyana’s territorial
waters. If allowed to stand, that decree would, in
effect, reduce Guyana to the perilous status of a land-
locked country.
This was followed by the recall of the Venezuelan
ambassador to Guyan for “consultations,” the
refusal of the agrément required to facilitate the
accreditation of the new Guyanese ambassador to
Venezuela, the amassing of troops plus gunboats
and missiles on the border, and the actual entry of
troops into the waters of the Cuyuni.
Thus embarked President Granger upon his first
major, and to date his biggest, challenge as head of
state and government. How did he do? I believe
that he exceeded the expectations of many and jus-
tified the confidence reposed in him by the
Guyanese electorate. Why do I think so? Here are
my seven reasons why:
• He was clear about the national interests, and the
priorities, that must dictate his actions. He recognized
that his task was nothing less than securing the
national territory of the Guyanese people for gen-
erations to come. The PPP accused him of losing
the Venezuela rice market by failing to play nice

with Maduro.
Maybe they’re
right. Maybe if he
had been a little

less candid in his statements we might have
obtained oil and sold rice for a year or even two
years. But territorial sovereignty is not a two-year
deal; it is about the national birthright for hun-
dreds, even thousands, of years, into the future. It
was not a birthright that the president was ready to
exchange for a mess of potage or 30 pieces of silver.
• He was clear about his facts. President Granger is
not only a historian and a soldier; he is also a student
of international relations, which includes interna-
tional law. Plus he obviously carefully studied his
brief. So he could proceed with intellectual clarity
and the confidence that, in its claim to Guyanese
territory, Venezuela never had a leg to stand on.
• He was tireless in the pursuit of the national
interest. He went everywhere and availed himself
of every possible platform. His first CARICOM
summit, a special summit of MERCOSUR (literally
Common Market of the South), the Third
International Conference on Financing for
Development in Ethiopia, the William J. Perry
Center for Hemispheric Defense Studies (where he
had been a student and an adjunct faculty member
and where he was guest speaker at a recent  gradu-
ation ceremony), meetings with the Guyanese
Diaspora in Barbados and Canada, and, of course,
the United Nations General Assembly, all provided
opportunities to represent Guyana’s cause against
Venezuelan aggression.
• He was as serious and fearless as he was clear and
candid.  If you don’t believe me, ask President
Maduro. The Venezuelan leader described his
Sunday evening meeting with President Granger
and Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon as “complex,
tense and difficult.” Perhaps you might wish to see
your president smile more often and more broadly,
but at that meeting, the Secretary-General had to
take steps to get the two presidents to join hands in
a gesture of diplomatic camaraderie. Even then,
only the secretary-general and the Venezuelan
president happened to break a smile. In his contri-
bution to the general debate of the General
Assembly, the Guyanese president did not mince
his words in dismissing Venezuela’s “spurious
decrees” and its “obnoxious territorial claim.”

How did the
president do?
By Frank A. Campbell

VENEZUELA FILE:
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And while not reckless by any means, he never
allowed the disparity in military strength to leave
the Venezuelan leadership with the impression that
Guyana was available to be bullied.

• He was clear not only about the overall mission,
but also about the specific objectives. Guyana having
invested more confidence—one might say wasted
more time—than it could afford on the Good
Officer and related approaches, the Granger
administration was emphatic that the time had
come to pursue a juridical path to a definitive reso-
lution of the territorial issue. The Venezuelan
reluctance to walk that path, as well as its decision
to walk back from its most recent aggressive pos-
tures, provides a clear admission that that country
has no claim to Guyana’s land or maritime space
that can withstand the test of international
jurisprudence.

• He knows how to make common cause. At
Caribbean and Latin American forums and even in
conversations with Brazil and Cuba, President
Granger emphasized the threat posed by
Venezuela’s actions to regional security and the

need for a renewed commitment to a zone of peace
in the region. At CARICOM and at the United
Nations, he emphasized the threat by countries
such as Venezuela to the territorial integrity of
small states such as Guyana and the other English-
speaking Caribbean countries.

• It’s all about results. The victory for President
Granger has been political and diplomatic, and is
potentially legal and juridical as well. The victory is
political in that Guyanese seem generally pleased
with the president’s performance during his first
big diplomatic outing. Not only that. The PPP,
which had been vociferous on every topic, even
when their previous actions dictated that they
should be embarrassed into silence, finally went
quiet on the Venezuela issue following the excellent
job done by President Granger at the U.N.
Secondly, it was a diplomatic victory in that the
U.N. secretary general and senior U.N. officials
became actively seized of the matter. And
Venezuela, without abandoning its propaganda
techniques, has acceded to every Guyanese
demand, just short of abandoning its illegitimate
claim. 

So, yes, we can be pleased with President Granger’s
initial march along the highway to statesmanship.
And with each footstep, he leaves the impression
that he has just begun.

Venezuela:
How did the president do?
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The opposition PPP has predictably sought to make
much of the government’s decision to raise minis-
ters’ salaries by 50 percent. It has, thankfully,

been overshadowed by the criticisms that have emanat-
ed from government supporters and independent voices.
Many have pointed out that the PPP has little credibility
on these matters. 

It is no secret that the former ruling party has earned
itself the negative image of an overly corrupt governing
party. The list of indiscretions committed by that party
while in office is getting longer by the day. For this week
alone, the media have reported at least three instances of
government overreach by the former government: the
NCN-TVG scandal; the farming out of lands to friends at
Mahaica-Mahaicony-Abary; and, lately, the Pradoville
affair.

We also reported that, even as the PPP is seeking to con-
demn the government for the recent salary increases, its
three ex-Presidents — Messrs Jagdeo, Ramotar and
Samuel Hinds -– are collectively pocketing a whopping
sum of $6.3 million in pensions monthly. This is a hefty
sum, which, as we reported, could pay the salaries of ten
senior ministers or 13 junior ministers.

Here is a case of former government functionaries being
paid more than sitting cabinet members. In fact, Mr
Jagdeo has chosen to take this hefty pension instead of
the lesser amount allocated for the opposition leader.

There is no doubt that the PPP is practicing the worst
double standards, and in the process trying to mislead
its supporters and the rest of the country. If one is mak-
ing a case against high salaries for ministers, one has the
moral duty to reveal one’s own culpability in this regard.
The PPP has to be called out on this matter. It cannot
hide behind the indignation of government supporters,
whose case flows from a moral place.

What does the opposition party have to say about the
revelations by the State Asset Recovery Unit (SARU) in
relation to Pradoville? If the SARU report is correct,
then the transfer of government lands to ministers at

rates much lower than the market value is not a matter
of political miscalculation; it is a clear case of appropriation
of government resources for personal use.

The country should be up in arms against this kind of
behavior. How can people entrusted with overseeing
public resources be so barefaced?

What does the PPP have to say about purchasing equip-
ment for NCN but refusing to install same while paying
large sums to their friends for performing the very functions
an equipped NCN could have done? If the report is true,
then we are in the face of yet another instance of naked
corruption. This is not a matter of an isolated govern-
ment error; a clear pattern is established.

Freedom of speech is guaranteed even for the disgraced.
So the PPP, even as it stands accused, has a right to criti-
cize the government. But to do so with the full knowledge
that its track record while in government leaves a lot to
be desired is an extreme case of political hypocrisy. We
call on Guyanese to not spare the PPP the critical gaze.
The law must take its course where necessary, but the
jury of the people’s condemnation must also come into
play. It is the only way to ensure justice; but, more critically,
it is the only way to put a halt to the disease of official
corruption.

CHRONICLE
CALLS OUT PPP’S
HYPROCRISY
(This Chronicle editorial, published on October 16,
2015, appears here with permission and with
minor editing)
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READY
TO
DEFEND
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Guyanese, more particularly our Amerindian
brothers and sisters, mark September as
“Amerindian Heritage Month.” This year’s

theme, “Preserving our customs and traditions,” could
not be more apt, given the history of our First Peoples.
Going against the grain of what we have been taught, we
know that Christopher Columbus could not have discovered
lands already occupied. That pride of place belongs to
our Amerindian family, who, centuries before
Columbus, made their way to these shores.
In the settlement of the Americas, the various tribes
brought their customs and traditions. These are cus-
toms and traditions, which, in some cases, have helped
shape the Guyanese nation. They are customs and tradi-
tions with which we all identify, and from which we all
benefit. The names, places, foods, architectures, building
materials etc., of our First Peoples have been seamlessly
woven into the nation’s fabric, and have helped develop
our aspiration as One People, One Nation, One Destiny.
The word Guyana (“land of many waters”) is of
Amerindian origin. So, too, is the cacique crown, which
graces our coat-of-arms and is highlighted on one of our
national honours. Pepper pot, cassava bread and cassa-
reep, to name a few, are among the delicacies, customs
and traditions taken for granted today. What stands out
importantly about our Amerindian brothers and sisters
is their unwavering belief in the right to self-determine. 
This conviction led to valiant struggles to protect the
innate desire to shape the mores of the Amerindian peo-
ple and for them to live lives consistent with their ideals.
That the Government of Guyana respected this convic-
tion, and protected it in the constitution, indicates that
our Amerindian brothers and sisters were on the right
track since centuries ago.
They have fought against the odds, and are alive today
to tell the stories of struggles and successes. Such a her-
itage is worthy of celebration. 

Sharma Solomon is a former chairman of Region 10, and has
voluntarily contributed articles on various topics to Diaspora
Times. This article, which first appeared on Facebook, is pub-
lished here with the writer’s approval.

AMERINDIANS OWNED IT
Columbus couldn’t discover it
By Sharma Solomon

GUYANA STRONG 11
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GUYANA’S DEVELOPMENT

Different ideas coalesce intriguingly into docu-
ments that incorporate solutions to the most
intractable problems facing us. A national bud-

get is one such document, representing all aspects of a
country’s life while reflecting the core values and priori-
ties of the party or parties in government.
In 1986 I was impressed with Errol Barrow’s response,
in his final stint as Prime Minister of Barbados, to a
reporter’s query on his plans for the Barbados Defence
Force. He said that the question was premature since
his decision would be a function of budgeting. Indeed,
the tension in financial planning is always between
labor and capital. To paraphrase our pithy former prime
minister, Dr. Ptolemy Reid, it is a question of “Who
benefits most?” Achieving balance is not easy. There is
the eternal governance question: To whom should the
spoils of expenditures and investment be directed? It is
sometimes said that a society is judged by how well it
takes care of its elderly, its youth and its sick. The uni-
versal ongoing debates on taxes, debt, fees, salaries and
social benefits are prime examples. 
Stephen Hawkins and other scientists have expressed
concern over the increased use and rapid development
of robots and intelligent machines, replacing humans in
jobs and in general functions. This is the classic end
game of the struggle for human dignity and survival in a
market economy, or a gift to profits and an “ends justi-
fying means” strategy. A few Sundays ago, CNN’s
Fareed Zakaria had a not too satisfying discussion on
the issue: it was forecast that we are likely to have a 15-
hour work week by the second half of this century.
Millions of jobs in factories, as taxi drivers and in retail
outlets, might be lost forever.
A disappearing middle class?
I attended a fascinating marketing lecture in college 25
years ago, on the looming polarization of the U.S. econ-
omy, with the projected disappearance of a traditional
middle class through job displacement and the sharp
decrease in “middle products”: You would either buy
cheap or expensive, no real “in between.” Growing glob-
al income inequality and irresponsible investment,
which produced the pandemic financial crisis in 2007,
Occupy Wall Street (with its many “franchises”) and the
several “Greek economies,” have heightened this phe-
nomenon on a macro level.
In Guyana, the coalition government’s plan for part of
2015 was an example of a people’s budget. Under the

rubric of A Good Life for All, an attempt was made to
reduce the burden on the middle class with the clear
objective of rebuilding that vital group of spenders,
supervisors and stabilizers. The economy had been dis-
torted by years of what can be called “camouflage pro-
jects”. These were undertaken to appear to have some-
thing to do with the people and development, but with
the outcome of benefitting only a few. Not even local
private capital was being favored since most of the ven-
tures were undertaken by foreigners without due dili-
gence or serious consultation. The result: white ele-
phants, unsuitable purchases, and low-quality delivery
of services, creating a repayment burden without much
value to citizens and very little transfer of knowledge or
technology.
While we await the full Independence Budget in 2016,
the APNU+AFC Coalition government has telegraphed
its focus on youth, reward for labor, energy, the hinter-
land, streamlining processes for efficiency, grassroots
democracy, and rebuilding our international stature. 
Their loss, our gain
My prediction after the marketing class 25 years ago
was that the U.S., having dispensed with its blue-collar
and white-collar middle class, would, in 20 years, be
exporting workers with “ancient” skills to emerging
economies. I have read articles showing the start of a
“reverse migration” trend, but mainly from Europe to
its former colonies, where language produces some
commonalities. 
Guyanese in the Diaspora should be mobilized to return
home with useful skills and/or investable financial
resources. There should be no judgment on the previous
absence of such Guyanese, only on getting all hands on
board to invest in the creation of a vibrant economy.
Even non-Guyanese, with needed skills and experience,
should be welcomed as small business owners and
skilled technical operators to add to our GDP. The
developed countries’ loss can be our gain.
It is hoped that the Diaspora will be allowed and
encouraged to invest more than just its remittances. The
void created by the reduction of funds from the under-
ground economy can be filled by “shovel ready” projects
in agriculture, tourism and, in particular, green cheap
energy. The latter is the foundation of all development.
This infusion of capital can weed out weak projects
while speedily facilitating investment in our country
and the employment of our youth and our university
graduates. With some economic, physical and social-
absorption planning, this can clearly be a win-win situa-
tion. It can bring together Guyana North and Guyana
South (President Granger’s favorite Diaspora phrase
during the last election campaign) to produce A Good
Life for All.

Musings on
development 
and the Diaspora
By Desmond Roberts
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His Excellency
President
Brdg. David A. Grnger
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Of all the endorsements in favor of the
APNU+AFC Coalition during Guyana’s May
2015 General and Regional Elections, one of the

most significant, in my opinion, was the one issued by
ex-Foreign Minister Rashleigh Jackson. Minister
Jackson’s endorsement was—as those who knew him
would expect—lucid, pointed, and heartfelt.

Now, some five months later, his statement about the
Coalition is once again among the most powerful and
most important. The only difference is that, instead of
being an endorsement of APNU+AFC, this one is a
denunciation of the recent increases in the emoluments
of members of the Guyanese cabinet.

Many have questioned the size of the increases. Others
object to the manner of its implementation and
announcement. Many can find no mitigation either in
the amount or the modality.

Some accuse the beneficiaries of what amounts to a level
of greed reminiscent of the philosophy behind Leo
Tolstoy’s riveting short story, “How Much Land Does a
Man Need?” Others assess the situation not necessarily
in terms of greed or selfishness but, to quote Minister
Jackson, as “a big mistake.”

Perhaps the most interesting element of this story is not
what critics are saying about the increase, but who the
critics are. The objections from people like Rashleigh
Jackson, who wish only the best for the government, are
so loud that the complaints from those who long to see
Bharrat Jagdeo and his ilk back in power are feeble—
and the sounds of those who support the increases close
to non-existent—by comparison.

For days, my Facebook page seemed to have been over-
taken by APNU+AFC supporters hinting or threatening
that they would have to decide “wisely”, as one new-
found APNU+AFC critic put it, how to cast their votes
when next they have the opportunity to do so. “If there
was any doubt about it before, the honeymoon for the
APNU+AFC Government is surely now over,” according

to former Speaker Ralph Ramkarran, who has
been content to sit on the fence or even give the
government the benefit of the doubt.

The government’s major contribution to the
early end of its honeymoon may have slightly
less to do with dollars and cents and slightly
more with the communications strategy used
to prepare, placate and persuade the voting
and tax-paying public. From “trust us” to “no
apologies,” the government was as poorly
served by its messages as by its messengers, by
its media as by its methods.

In the end, APNU+AFC may have Bharrat Jagdeo and
the PPP to thank for sparing it from the worst possible
outcome. Just when the sounds about rethinking the
wisdom of any future vote in favor of APNU+AFC were
transitioning from a whisper to a crescendo, Facebook
friends started reminding one another what was the
alternative. 

Former PPP/C Minister Priya Manickchand described
as “a world record” the brief time taken for the govern-
ment’s action to generate “this national resentment.”
This, by the way is the same Ms Manickchand, then acting
foreign minister, whose insult of the American ambassador
while a guest in his official residence on the occasion of
his country’s national day, constitutes a world record in
the history of diplomatic infamy that would not be soon
superseded. 

Mr. Navin Persaud, replying to Ms. Manickchand’s most
recent attempt at an insult, said that although he might
not agree with certain recent decisions by the
APNU+AFC administration, “that does not mean that
we give up completely on them and forget all the evil
deeds that the PPP administration has done to our people
and country, so Priya sit … down.”

Yes, Attorney Ramkarran may be right. The APNU+AFC
honeymoon may be over. But I believe the marriage can
still survive. However, the president and his cabinet
would be well advised to be very, very careful, especially
during conversations concerning the question: How
much pay does a politician need? And how early - and
by what means - does he or she need to have it?

Frank A. Campbell is a former chairman and editor-in-
chief of the Guyana National Newspapers Ltd
(Chronicle), a former Guyanese ambassador to Cuba,
and a former minister of information.

GUYANA’S DEVELOPMENT

How much money
does a politician
need?

Asks Frank A. Campbell
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The fallout from the salary increases for government
ministers is instructive. The arguments and counter-
arguments have been ventilated. The Minister of

Governance asked the people to trust the government.
The President finally weighed in and not unexpectedly
sought to justify the hike. He, of course, did so in a less
strident manner than some of his juniors. He tried to soft-
en the blow; after all the bulk of the resistance came from
his own supporters. 
That is the aspect of this matter that intrigues me the
most. How can a leadership and a followership that
seemed so in sync five months ago have such divergent
views on a matter in such a short period of time? Worse,
why is it that both sides so badly misread each other?
The answer, of course lies in the very nature of our politics
and society. Ours is a post-plantation society in which the
governed and the governors and potential governors have
found common ground against things but never for
things… Our history is full of that phenomenon. The
working classes developed an alliance with the emerging
privileged classes to fight against and defeat colonial rule.
But as soon as independence was achieved, the privileged
classes, which marched with the workers against colonialism,
began beating and jailing these very workers in the name
of national security and law and order…Next year we will
reflect on, and some may celebrate, 50 years of that inde-
pendence.
The working classes then found new allies among a newer
radical revolutionary leadership, which presented itself as
an alternative pole to the independence leadership… Here
in Guyana, Walter Rodney and his WPA revolutionaries
summoned the country to an unprecedented multi-ethnic
mass revolution against the excesses of the independence
government of the day. The causalities were many and the
price was high; we still confront the ghosts of that period.
But in the end, the post-dictatorship government eclipsed
the dictatorship it replaced—by miles. Worse, the Indian
Guyanese brethren who had joined their African
Guyanese sisteren to fight the African Guyanese Goliath
now stood mostly on the sidelines as the Indian Guyanese
Goliath raped and pillaged like the old pirates that Bob
Marley reminded us of. The more we change and
rearrange, the more everything stays the same, says the

kaisonian-poet, David Rudder.
Enter this new government—a coalition government. Born
in the bowels of mass frustration and a determination to
yet again overcome, this coalition is a unique historical
formation. Its rise is both a rebuke of all that preceded it
and a stamp of hope that we can be the noble civilization
that has been denied us. Something stirred in this society
starting at the 2011 polls that eventually burst open on
May 11. Again, it was the working people, who Clive
Thomas calls the “poor and the powerless” and the
Rastafarians describe as the “sufferers” linking their
hands with the privileged to lift Guyana to safer ground.
I know many of this privileged class who now sit in power.
I have convinced myself that they would not turn the guns
of the state on the people. I know David Granger better
than I know any of our past maximum leaders and I think
he possesses an understanding of our history that would
preclude him from repeating the sacrilege of our past
leaders. For, it is in our history that the key to a higher
politics lies. A couple of my close comrades of four
decades share that seat of power; I have faith in their
commitment to the creation of a dignified politics.
But I would be lying to readers and to myself, if I did not
say that I worry. For all the breath of fresh air it has
brought to the country, the government has stumbled
when it comes to feeling the heartbeat of the least in our
midst. It is not enough to give workers a salary raise and
to fix their roads and afford them water and electricity—
that is what any and all governments are supposed to do.
That this government does it better than the one before
should be commended. But it has to do more than that
because more is expected of it. This government is expected
to lift the political culture, to be qualitatively better than
those before.
Our government has to understand its specialness and the
responsibility that comes with that specialness. Wrongly
or rightly, they are the Joshuas of our time; they simply
can’t be like the others. Our people have been betrayed
too many times; they are “sick and tired of being sick and
tired.” Joe Harmon, one of the political finds of our day,
correctly told the discredited PPP that he has no apologies
for the 50% raise. But Joe has to understand that the matter
of government compensation is bigger than the PPP; it is
at the heart of his constituency’s rage. So when he speaks
on such a matter, he must know he is speaking to his sup-
porters too or at least they hear him speaking to them too.
Minister Raphael Trotman’s plea for more trust is not
what the doctor orders. The bank account of trust is over-
drawn. It is the government’s turn to trust the people.  

This material is reproduced, with the author’s permission,
from a longer article. More of Dr. Hinds' writings and com-
mentaries can be found on his YouTube Channel Hinds’ Sight:
Dr. David Hinds’ Guyana-Caribbean Politics and on his web-
site www.guyanacaribbeanpolitics.com. Send comments to
dhinds6106@aol.com

Government’s
turn to trust
the people

By David Hinds
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Do we know where 
our children are?

It's almost 2016. Do we know where our children are?
For children and adults alike, the year 2016 represents
a significant one in Guyana’s history—the country’s
50th independence anniversary.  Our British rulers
handed over to the new nation the children born on or
before May 26, 1966. Those kids are now 50 years old,
more or less.  Many have migrated to foreign lands.
Some have passed on, while some continue to live and
toil in the motherland.
Of course, the new nation of Guyana became responsi-
ble for all children born after independence.  Some of
those children grew up to follow in the footsteps of
their parents. Others blazed their own paths, and some
probably got lost between a good life and oblivion.  We
can debate the issue from now till the cows come home
and never find the correct answer.

My motivation for penning this piece is driven by the
horrific image of a three-year-old child whose body
washed up on a Turkish beach after the boat in which
he and his family were fleeing Syria capsized.  His five-
year-old brother and mother also perished in the disaster.
This story, together with his picture, made headlines
throughout the world and is questioning the conscience
of the leaders of many powerful countries.
The picture of three-year-old Aylan Kurdi has hit a
nerve in many of us with a conscience or as some
would say, a bleeding heart.  There will be attention to
his plight, as was the case with the plight of Malala
Yousafzai, whose own tragedy is well documented and
publicized.  My conscience draws me back to my own
country of Guyana and the plight of our children today.  

Asks Freddie D. Shivdat
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Do we know where 
our children are?
For convenience, I will ask about the children born since 2000, the turn of the mil-
lennium. Can we give an account for those children? Can we say which ones migrated
with their parents or by themselves, which ones are still toiling in Guyana, which
ones have succeeded in pursuing education and maybe, higher education and then,
which ones have left us too soon?
May the higher powers continue to look over those who are fortunate to be with us
today either in Guyana or in foreign lands, and may those toiling in futility back
home make it to the next level of humanity so that they can transition into confident
and successful adults and parents.
For the ones no longer with us, can we document when they left, how they left, why
they left and somehow get an understanding of how we are failing our own children
while we read and watch aghast at the images of children suffering and dying all over
the world?
I would like to challenge those in power and those with the means to join me in this
project—let's call it Guyana's Children 2016—to launch this project at the same time
that we commemorate our 50th Independence anniversary.   Can we spread out
region-by-region and house-by-house and seek the information to compile this docu-
ment and show the world that we know where our children are in 2016.

Freddie D. Shivdat, an experienced engineer and president of the 

New-Jersey-based Analytical Quality and Monitoring Service,

is also co-founder of the Lusignan Good Hope Learning Centre.. 
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THE DIASPORA AND EDUCATION IN GUYANA 18
HOW DIASPORA
IMPROVES
CHILDREN’S
EDUCATION

Since the inauguration of the new govern-
ment of Guyana, conversations about the
anticipated role of the Diaspora in the

development process have abounded.  Over the
years, a number of hometown associations,
including alumni chapters, have provided mate-
rial and academic support, for example in the
form of computers, laboratory equipment, schol-
arships, training, and other resources for
schools. There have been reports of overseas-

based Guyanese on sabbatical or through other
periodical arrangements, doing teaching stints
at the University of Guyana. Retirees—from
tradesmen, technicians and laborers to artists,
and other professionals—have expressed a
desire to return home or to contribute from a
distance. In commemorating Education Month,
this article focuses on the role of the Diaspora as a
major partner in an important dimension of
development in Guyana – formal education.

By Lear Matthews
Photo compliments of Omships International
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A clarion call
The Ministry of Education recently announced a coun-
trywide audit and a commission of inquiry into education
in Guyana. In this regard, it was affirmed that Minister
of Education Dr. Rupert Roopnaraine seeks “to solicit
the involvement of all Guyanese at home and abroad in
the reformation of the education system as he believes
that through partnerships the solid educational founda-
tion that is needed for the development of this country
can be realized” (Press Release, Ministry of Education,
June 30, 2015; p. 1).
Meeting with members of at least one alumni associa-
tion (that of St. Roses High School), the minister high-
lighted “plans critical to ascertaining evidence needed
to inform policies.” He encouraged association members
to explore ways in which the Diaspora can complement
efforts by the Ministry and the Guyana Teachers Union.
Perhaps registries of interested organizations and indi-
viduals should be established to facilitate this cooperation.
The respective Guyanese consulates, consulates-general
or embassies could help to monitor such registries.
A well-calibrated partnership approach is recommend-
ed. Through these collective contributions and initia-
tives, structural and curriculum standards can be fully
impacted.  Such transnational support should be
extended and institutionalized.  There are various areas
and opportunities for assistance.  For example, prima-
ry- and secondary-school students whose families can-
not afford extra lessons should be supported. Funding
student breakfast programs or “adopting” a student or a
class would be helpful.  This must continue in a way
that does not absolve government of its development
responsibilities nor embarrass recipient families.  In
addition, it will be essential for the government to
ensure the total eradication of ethnic and regional dis-
parity in educational access and achievement.   
Plans should include incentives to attract and retain
qualified teachers. Such incentives may include govern-
ment scholarships and negotiable, and mutually beneficial
contractual agreements including provisions for a living-
wage pay scale for teachers.  A comprehensive approach,
which is essential, takes the following into account: 
• The characteristics of the local culture and the role of
community-based organizations
• Structural barriers and challenges in the larger social
environment within which the formal educational system
functions 
• The provision of support services for teachers and
other school personnel
• Increased use of online educational resources for
hometown and Diaspora engagement (Cambridge,
September 1, 2015)
• Understanding and addressing teachers’ extracurricular
needs

• Counseling centers for students 
• Extending the retirement age for head teachers allow-
ing for continuity and for the completion of established
goals 
• Encouragement of the formation and active involve-
ment of parent-teacher associations
• Understanding of the link between poverty and education
• Early childhood intervention 
Sectoral collaboration between public and private enti-
ties and among government ministries is essential. The
establishment of the Universal Early Childhood
Education and Care (ECEC) Program, announced by
Minister of Social Protection Hon. Volda Lawrence, is a
good example. This program would complement the
work of the Ministry of Education by providing a vital
intersection of education and health.
A well-rounded education
The minister of education has expressed his desire to
see the education system produce more “rounded stu-
dents.” These are students who are academically
inclined, but who also have been exposed to sports, the
arts and other co-curricular activities.  Several veteran
and contemporary artists and musicians in the
Diaspora, as well as former athletes, have expressed an
interest in helping to establish programs and training
facilities for the youth. To this end, the education min-
ister’s recent promise in Parliament to rehabilitate
sports facilities across the nation is critical. 
With input from overseas organizations, continuous
collaboration between the Ministry of Education
(responsible for Culture, Youth and Sport) and the
Guyana Cultural Association and Amateur Athletic
Association respectively, this can become a reality, in
recognition of the significant relationship between
intellectual and physical development. The 50th
Independence Anniversary Celebration in 2016 offers
an opportunity to launch feasible educational/cultural
projects involving the Diaspora, such as one organized
by the Guyana Cultural Association.
According the Dr. Roopnaraine, “we need a system
where children will want to be in school and where
teachers will want to be in the classroom.” The
Diaspora can help to make this a reality. Are we up to
the task?

Dr. Lear Matthews is professor, Department of Community
and Human Services, State University of New York, and a
former lecturer at the University of Guyana. He is also a
member of the Editorial Board of the Caribbean Journal of
Social Work

How Diaspora improves
childrens’ education
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As some continue to pursue the issue of
bringing the opposition into the cabinet,
one cannot lose sight of what happens day-

to-day in governance. An opposition has its role,
and it is expected that it will discharge its responsi-
bilities, guided by laws and time-honored princi-
ples. This role includes opposing, supporting and
proposing where necessary, and a responsible
opposition will do so sensibly. Among the roles of
the cabinet is to ensure good day-to-day steward-
ship of the nation’s affairs through policies and
actions guided by time-honored principles and
laws.

There is a missive by former Minister of Local
Government Norman Whittaker accusing the govern-
ment of appointing political operatives as regional
executive officers (REOs), without informing the
public that REOs are not appointed by the Public
Service Commission. The REO, while in service to
the public, is not a Public Service Commission
employee. This notwithstanding, it does not mean
if government is serious about elevating the delivery
of public service that it should not seek to appoint
persons of technical competence and take the nec-
essary steps that would see this job being one of a
career public servant.

Mr Whittaker has drawn to the public’s attention
the number of regions won by the PPP/C, and is
implying that his party will not be deterred from
managing the regions. In principle he has a point,
given that the constitution has enshrined the right
to self-determination (devolution of power) to the
people through the local democratic organs, under
which regional and local governments fall.
Yet, it was under the leadership of this man as

local government minister that he moved into
every area where the PPP did not have the majority,
dismantled neighbourhood democratic councils
(NDCs) and replaced them with PPP members and
supporters. In the regional democratic councils
(RDCs) won by the APNU and AFC, all the REOs
that were appointed were either members or sup-
porters of the PPP.

The condemnation by Mr Whittaker is indicative
that the PPP understands the spirit and intent of
the constitution and time-honoured principles, but
refused to embrace the same during his party’s
stewardship.

The PPP having done the same thing that they are
today condemning, this nation ought to pay atten-
tion to the consequences of having both the PPP
and APNU+AFC sitting in the cabinet and making
decisions which will impact on the day-to-day lives
of the people. The possibility of persons collabo-
rating in their own interest and not in the people’s
interest is real, and poses potential danger to the
people’s welfare and to good governance.

The current government needs to apply a principle
when making decisions by asking itself “Did we
condemn while we were in opposition the decision
we are about to make?” For if it was wrong under
the PPP it cannot be right now. 

This ought to be a litmus test for any government
respecting the will of the people and demonstrating
to the people that their desire for change, not
exchange, has been heard loud and clear, and will
be respected. On 11th May the people spoke and
there must be growth in our political discourse,
government’s actions, respect for laws, and the citi-
zens’ fundamental rights and freedoms. The people
deserve no less and must demand no less.

This article first appeared in the Stabroek News as a
letter to the editor. It reflects the views of the writer,
and is published here without editing

IF IT WAS
WRONG
THEN, IT’S
WRONG NOW
By Lincoln Lewis
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The political situation in Guyana today presents the
most congenial environment for development in
six decades. A nation’s holistic development must

be grounded in the government‘s total, unreserved, and
resolute pursuit of equity. Such equity is achieved when
the most qualified are placed in positions of leadership,
regardless of political affinity. 
This is a tall order in the present political climate of
Guyana. Guyana is a meritocracy, and the present gov-
ernment holds out the promise of change for the better.
The syndrome of PNC/PPP dominance is in abeyance,
and could be laid to rest forever as the present unity
government exercises the will to win the confidence of
most of the people of Guyana. The government has the
ingredients required to transform the existing political
culture that has afflicted Guyana for decades.
The correct political will is CARE:

Confluence of all interest groups in a pragmatic honest
Approach that is realistic, 
Responding always to 
Equity in resource distribution.

We cannot afford to repeat history.
In the early 1950s a united common political front con-
fronted the British colonial power, and exacted from
Great Britain political terms that provided a pathway to
political independence and national self-reliance.  Alas!
The leaders threw away the opportunity and allowed
their political immaturity and ideological dogmatism to
give victory to a colonial conspiracy. 

When America feared communism
The United States and Britain were fearful that our lead-

ers were establishing a communist
beachhead in the Americas. Britain
suspended the new constitution and
relegated Guyana to its previous
governance status.  Unity was infil-
trated, and undermined. Britain
used its traditional ruse of divide
and rule. It sowed the seeds of fear
of ethnic dominance, today’s mar-
ginalization. We suffered for six
decades in disunity.   

Let us take a little time to examine from whence
we came.
Pre-independence belonged to the dominance of the
People’s Progressive Party. It was an era of no political
compromise. The practicality of shared governance was
absent from the vision of the PPP leadership. It was a
period characterized by political and labour unrest, and
by imperialist subterfuge. The economy was at a stand-
still. Following the national elections of 1964, a coalition
of the People National Congress and the United Force
unseated the People’s Progressive party.     
Britain conferred independence on Guyana in 1966 in
the inevitable course of dismantling the British Empire.
Independence, together with all its political trappings,
gave us the opportunity to pursue economic self-
reliance and the control of our natural and human
resources. The destiny was ours to mold. We saw eco-
nomic self-reliance as the cornerstone and pillar for
domestic policy.  

New hope for unity,
development in Guyana

By Joshua P.
Chowritmootoo
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Guyana’s high-profile diplomacy

We chose the road of nonalignment in the configuration
of our foreign policy. Guyana, with less than a million
people under the astute leadership of Forbes Burnham,
assumed a leadership role in regional diplomacy and
among Third World/Nonaligned countries with their
billions of people.

That diplomatic profile cast Guyana as a viable chess
piece in the world political game. We were caught in the
vicious cold war between the then USSR and its depen-
dent allies, on the one hand, and the Western world led
by the United States, on the other. Guyana was seen as
an advocate of political and economic independence.
Such a stance was hated by the United States, and in
fact was considered contrary to United States’ national
security interests. 

Guyana was blacklisted, and was starved of financial
resources from the Western financial institutions. We
were economically stagnated. Moreover, tragedy struck
Guyana and the Third World, as Forbes Burnham, the
president of Guyana, died. In 1992, the PNC was voted
out of office.

The PNC, under the leadership of Desmond Hoyte, lost
to the PPP, under the leadership of Dr. Cheddi Jagan.
Jagan rejected the opportunity for shared governance.
Instead, the PPP ruled as a dictatorship of the majority,
a majority based on ethnicity. Thus another opportunity
was lost. However, Dr. Jagan’s government ushered in a
new era of Guyana’s development. Under Dr. Jagan’s
leadership, the promise of honest government with
equitable distribution of the nation’s resources was ful-
filled. With his demise, however, transparency in gover-
nance was severely compromised. Drug trafficking and

crime - including mass murders - escalated significantly..

The government refused to do anything to alleviate the
abysmal poverty of the city of Georgetown south of
Broad Street, especially the Albouystown area. Not to
acknowledge that there was a shortage of social and
physical infrastructure would be a mistake if we were to
honestly appraise the present level of development in
Guyana. Nonetheless, the level of development may not
correctly reflect the government’s expenditure.

The promise of unity returns

Today, six decades since the lost opportunities of the
1950s, Guyana’s promise of unity of the masses is back.
There is a surge of political optimism, especially among
the young. The PPP/PNC syndrome of winner takes all,
the spoils system of American politics, is changing.
Political change has come. The status quo has been chal-
lenged, and is no longer viable. The present dynamism
has assumed its own level of energy. Racial equity,
transparent governance and honest leadership have
propelled this dynamism. It is left to the present govern-
ment to maintain the dynamic energy or see it fizzle.      

We cannot, we must not, lose this opportunity that des-
tiny has thrust upon us. To realize and sustain the
dynamic energy, we must ensure a national develop-
ment policy based on a holistic CARE. 

Joshua Peter Chowritmootoo has held a number of public
offices in Guyana, including that of minister of environment
and water supply in the Ministry of Public Welfare. His pub-
lished works include books of poetry, and articles on
Guyanese and global affairs. He is a regular contributor to
Diaspora Times. 

New hope for unity,
development in
Guyana
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Is not de calabash ah want, is de goobie!
Yo’ don’t know de difference? Well I tell yo’!

You young people don’t know dese tings. Yo’ all outa touch!
But we can’t afford to lose everything. We got to keep up de culture

an’ de tradition. After all, is we history.
Leh me ask you – yo’ ever drink bushie, or piewari? Yo’ ever taste cassiri?

Yo’ ever sail up de Potaro, or de Cuyuni, or de Mazaruni?
Yo’ ever see dem women fetching dey heavy warishi, 

or squeezing out de cassava juice
from de mattapee? We mus’ keep dese tings. Is we history.

Leh me ask yo’ dis—yo’ ever eat labba an’ drink creek water?
When yo’ was a small boy, yo’ ever had nara, or latta? 

Anybody ever call yo’ lamata?
Yo’ ever knock down follow-me nest, an’ den had to run like hell?

Tek me advice – go an’ see de stone glyphs, de stone writing at Timehri, visit de 
ruins at Fort Kyk-over-al, go to Kaieteur Falls, 

the highest single drop in de world, 
go to de Rupununi an’ tek in de beauty of de savannahs, 

go to Tumatumari, to Kwakwani, to Issano, 
To Imbaimadai, to Aishalton. All is we own. Is we history! 

Yo’ know how much people sacrifice an’ dead fo’ we?
We caan look at dis ting cass cass! Is serious!

Leh me tell yo’ – when yo’ go waterside, yo’ might meet fairmaid;
An’ when yo’ go up some ah dem rivers, yo’ might meet water mumma, 

or massacuruman.
Leh me ask you – plimpla ever jook yo’ finger? Or stick in yo’ foot?
Yo ever had strimps wid carrila dove down in some coconut milk?

Listen – yo’ see dem gangasaka crawling up deh? 
Up in Canje we does call dem dondaweri.

same lizard, different name!
Yo know we is de fus in South America to get a railroad?

No? Well yo’ know now!
We mus’ pass it on, because is we culture, is we history!

Anyway, t’anks fo’ de goobie.
Ley me tek a drink ah dis cool rainwater!

A goobie is not 
a calabash
By T. Eric Matthews
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An integral part of the Diaspora experience is
the sending of cash and goods, and the trans-
mission of services, from immigrants to their

countries of origin.  Analysts of this phenomenon
argue that remittances have become the most visible
evidence and measuring stick for the ties connecting
an immigrant with his or her homeland.  According
to the World Bank, remittance flows to developing
countries are estimated to have reached $372 billion
in 2011. In 2014, money transfers to the Caribbean
and Africa exceeded all other forms of external
finance. In particular, remittances account for
approximately 17% of Guyana’s GDP. Diasporas
send both financial and social remittances.
Reciprocal connections
It is customary to think of remittances as flowing in
one direction that is, from developed country (for
example, U.S.A. or Canada) to developing country
(for example, Guyana or Grenada).  Recipients are
assisted with an array of edible and non-edible
items.  Barrels, crates and boxes are shipped daily,
and money is transferred, to relatives and friends for
both personal and commercial use.  Remittances are
also utilized for investment purposes—in the 

sender’s country of origin—in small businesses such
as manufacturing and crafts companies, market
stalls and transport agencies.  Monthly orders from
abroad have become the norm. 
The direction of remittance transmission is deter-
mined by the difference in economic strength
between sending and receiving countries. Those in
richer countries are more likely to send to friends
and family in poorer countries than the reverse.
However, what is often overlooked is that members
of the Diaspora receive tons of items from the home
country annually, brought primarily by emigrating
relatives and friends or by those coming on or
returning from vacation.  
Favorite indigenous foods brought from Guyana
include cassava bread, plantain chips, fresh fish,
fried banga mary and butter fish, mettai, “chicken
foot,” tea bush, fudge, curry powder, seasoning,
sugar cake, guava cheese, pepper sauce, cassareep,
black cake, tamarind balls, cheese, dried shrimps,
rum, ornaments/artifacts, and much more. Some
would gloatingly insist that these items represent
“de real t’ing from home.” Such “real” things help to
sustain customary taste and character. 
This reciprocity of remittances between immigrants
and non-immigrants satisfies primarily the material
needs of those still at home and the emotional/nos-
talgic needs of those already abroad. They are both
part of a unitary social field and informal global
market economy. Those in the Diaspora may feel
obligated to send cash and a variety of goods to fam-
ily, friends and institutions to which they were previ-
ously attached.  Others feel a sense of responsibility,
commitment, or desire to “give back” to their com-
munities of origin. The barrel is also a symbol of love
for those engaged in transnational parenting.
Receiving items from “home” is more than symbolic.
It is central to immigrants’ sustained connection and
cultural identity with their country of origin. 

Remittances: 
cultural connections
and Diaspora 
challenges
By Lear Matthews
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Studies of the impact of remittances show that home-
town associations (HTAs)—organizations formed by
immigrants from the same village, town, community, or
institution—are engaged in a variety of development
projects. Through remittances, these organizations seek
to support, and to maintain connections with, their
members’ places of origin. At the same time, members
retain a sense of community as they adjust to life in
their adopted homes. They sponsor sociocultural
fundraising events to accumulate resources to “send
home.”

Challenges

Remittances potentially contribute to development at
both the household and institutional levels. However,
remittances have also been shown to have some negative
consequences. These can include displacement of local
jobs and incomes, increased consumption spending
(primarily on imports), inflation of local prices, mini-
mum immigrant investment, creation of socio-economic
disparity, envy between recipients and non-recipients of
remittances (fueling high levels of “conspicuous con-
sumption”), and the creation of a culture of economic
dependency. 

In her study of migration and its impact on families in
Guyana, Barbara Holder (2006) found that although
remittances often helped provide economic mainte-
nance to families, it sometimes created dependency
without significantly improving the families’ circum-
stances. Furthermore, sometimes the academic perfor-
mance of children back home worsened, and they exhib-
ited behavioral problems, particularly when their moth-
ers emigrated. Holder also found that some communi-
ties became "migrant dependent communities" and fam-
ily problems increased. A "migrant dependent commu-
nity" is one in which remittances contribute to a sub-
stantive portion of its sustenance.

Despite such findings, many remittance recipients today
may not fit such a characterization. Improvement in
families’ economic wellbeing and in the sustainability of
communities as a result of various forms of remittances
have been evident in many Caribbean countries.  

Remittances to developing countries comprise a valuable
and persistent source of material and financial aid.
Transactions and incremental improvements are usually
considered at the micro level. These involve helping
family, friends and social institutions; charity work; and
disaster mitigation.  However, an alarm has been sounded
about the risk that remittance transactions might facili-
tate money laundering and other illegal activities. In
response, a 2014 meeting of Commonwealth Finance
Ministers formed a Caribbean regional task force, which
focused on “de-risking Diaspora remittances”.  Another
concern, expressed by former Guyanese president
Donald Ramotar in 2014, is that some hometown associ-
ation members have used the duty-free concessions,
which are granted to their organizations, to transport
personal items into the country, in violation of customs
regulations.

The way forward

Regardless of the concerns and challenges, amidst the
growing stress placed on Caribbean economies, many
families rely on the cash, food, goods and other forms of
support from abroad to maintain a reasonable standard
of living. Infrastructural and community development
projects continue to benefit from remittances. In light of
the new Guyanese government’s welcoming overtures
toward the Diaspora, it would be interesting to see if the
patterns described above will continue. 

Will the remittances phenomenon become more or less
organized or institutionalized? How will the level of
enthusiasm and commitment to sustain and reciprocate
connections be affected?  This writer is optimistic about
the intensity of the transnational relationship, and predicts
that segments of the Diaspora will continue to support
homeland development. They will simultaneously con-
tinue to crave indigenous items as they nostalgically
strive to maintain critical cultural links and identify with
the lands of their birth. 

Finally, Caribbean entrepreneurs must increase their
investment and ownership in the money transfer business.
The market is vast, and the opportunities for these
entrepreneurs loom large. Taking advantage of this market
would enhance financial benefits and the control of the
remittance exchanges in the region and the Diaspora.    

Remittances: 
cultural connections and
Diaspora challenges
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The care that is required during political transfor-
mational leadership can be challenging. That care
takes place at both the “elected level” and the

“non-elected official levels.” Six months after the
national elections in Guyana, the new coalition adminis-
tration confronts a multitude of problems during the
gradual metamorphosis of “an ugly caterpillar to a
beautiful butterfly.” 

At the non-elected official levels, instead of distractions,
the challenges become one of “picking up” the broken
pieces and putting things back together again. At this
level, it is not as complex as at the level of political lead-
ership where public exposure to sometimes unnecessary
ridicule becomes a regular feature. 

It is not unusual to underestimate the extent to which
any transformation can become very challenging, espe-
cially when the outgoing leaders did not perform as
expected. Past corruption, serious malfeasance, ongoing
social crime, unravelling of political crimes, ungentle-
manly conduct, lack of competent managerial expertise,
societal impatience, and an economy that is sputtering
along, all of those ills and a few others, present a great
challenge to smooth transformational leadership. 

Efficient leadership

Ultimately, it becomes necessary to focus on doing what
is necessary to display efficient leadership, regardless of
the various opinions that will be expressed by members
of the populace at all strata of national leadership. 

Leadership has been the subject of numerous studies in
the latter half of the 20th century. However, there is still
no single clear and consistent definition of leadership or
of its characteristics. There appear to be as many defini-
tions of, as there are researchers on, the topic. 

Therefore, it is expected that there will be various prog-
nostications about the administration’s leadership style
and approach to handling matters of state. In the case of
Guyana at this point in history, it is well known that
political leadership requires brand new approaches to
the management of the affairs of the nation. Newness by
its very nature attracts curiosity, and some naysayers,
some cynics, and other types of worriers.

Rome not built in a day

But for all the differences, adopted goals, new strate-
gies, and unsolicited inputs from the Diaspora, these
will ultimately assist the new administration in deliver-
ing the results that the political rhetoric had promised.
Everyone knows that Rome was not built in a day, and
Jerusalem continues to experience the wicked ways of
the world. 

However, Guyana, with all its diversity, will definitely
succeed in moving beyond the struggles of transforma-
tional leadership, to a state of national pride that will
surpass the expectations of all the onlookers who have
reservations concerning the “this and that” of what is
going on in the dear land. Until that time, it is best to be
patient and provide positive support in the interest of
growth and national development. 

Neil Wray is a former honorary trade representative of
Guyana in Atlanta, 

Guyana’s 
transformational
leadership
By Neil O. Wray
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WHAT OUR READERS
WRITE

Not a single error
Editor:
In the lyrics of "Not A Blade O' Grass" printed in your
magazine, two errors:
"... and they lived and died here",  not "they lived their
time here"
"...the Essequibo, day time or night," not "late time a
night"

Please take the time to reproduce the lyrics as written.

Regards
Dave Martins

Mr. Martins: I thank you for pointing out these
errors, and apologize for having made them. The cor-
rect version of the lyrics appears in this issue ( page
three).
Frank A. Campbell, Editor

Refreshing…
Thanks Frank.
Courtesy articles were well selected and the others
well written. Therefore reading was for me, a refresh-
ing and very pleasant 
experience.

Congratulations
Purcell

Thanks for Chinese article
The August 24, 2015 issue of the Diaspora Times was
forwarded to me by a fellow Guyanese. I note that you
have been the compiler of the article entitled “The
Chinese Also Came,” which has called upon my writ-
ings as source reference. I would like to thank you for
featuring the history of the Chinese as well as the
acknowledgement to me. The article features a photo
of the church attended by Chinese in Peter’s Hall, and
I would like to know if you could send me a copy of
this photo along with the relevant sources, such as
owner, date, previous publication. I am in contact
with a few Chinese families whose ancestors had
attended this church, and some of their ancestors may
also have been involved in the building of it.

I take this opportunity to send my congratulations to
President David Granger in his success in the May
2015 general election. President Granger is familiar to
me on two specific items in common. The first is that
he was two years ahead of me at Queen’s College such
that we would have been guided along similar paths
in our secondary school education. The second item is
that he appears in my genealogical compilation of
Chinese Guyanese and their spouses. It is through
First Lady Sandra Granger, née Chan-A-Sue, that
President David Granger is included in this database
of more than 19,000 individuals. The story of the
Chan-A-Sue family is presented in my second book,
Cane Ripples, which describes the experiences of vari-
ous Chinese as settlers in Guyana. The contributions
of the Chan-A-Sue family, especially in the North West
District, have been described there.

With thanks,

Trev Sue-A-Quan
Vancouver, Canada

Website: http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~guycigtr/

Thanks, Sir, for your kind sentiments and your infor-
mative input. We will be in touch regarding the photo-
graph.
Frank A. Campbell, Editor
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Criminal charges for Cabinet, 
PPP suggests
PPP General Secretary Clement Rohee has said that the
entire APNU+AFC cabinet should be held criminally
responsible and hauled before the courts for the recent
increase in ministerial emoluments. Rohee told a recent
press conference that his party had already taken its “licks”
for such alleged malfeasance as the gross underpricing of
government lands sold to PPP officials. It was now time, he
said, to deal with the “government of the day.” Meanwhile,
according to recent reports, the pension allocated to the
three PPP ex-presidents, at rates set during the days of the
PPP government, could cover the salaries of 10 senior min-
isters at the recently increased amounts.

Dynamic Airlines 
Dynamic International Airlines recently revealed plans to
increase the number of flights to and from Guyana during
the Christmas season and the country’s 50th independence
anniversary celebrations in May next year. The company is
also exploring the feasibility of daily large-scale shipment of
agricultural exports. Meanwhile, a debate is brewing over
the need for a Guyanese national airline. Prime Minister
and First Vice-president Moses Nagamootoo has spoken in
favor of, and local Dynamic representative Gerry Gouveia
against, the idea.

Guilty or not guilty?
Recent statements by Guyanese government officials hint
strongly at possible criminal charges against National
Industrial and Commercial Investments Limited (NICIL)
Chief Executive Officer Winston Brassington for corruption
and related offenses. However, Mr. Brassington has reject-
ed the existence of evidence of any such wrongdoing by him
or other NICIL officials. 

Restoring President’s College
About 30 years ago, President’s College was established as a
boarding school at Golden Grove, East Coast, Demerara, as
President Forbes Burnham’s model for the cream of the
crop among secondary school students. Over the last 20-
plus years, the college has seen its standards deteriorate,
thanks to the neglect inflicted upon it by PPP governments.
Some have alleged that the deterioration was part of a delib-
erate plot to deplete the value of anything associated with
the Burnham legacy.  During a recent visit, President David
Granger promised staff and students that that the 2016

national budget would provide the resources needed to
revive and restore the quality of the institution.

To pray or not to pray
The Ministry of Education is expected to review the contin-
uation of Christian prayers at government-owned schools.
Such prayers are a legacy from the days before 1976 when
schools were largely church-owned and were used to pro-
mote Christian religious teachings and observances.

First Lady in action
While President David Granger busies himself with the
wide range of national concerns confronting a head of state,
First Lady Sandra Granger supports a number of develop-
ment efforts of her own choosing. As has increasingly been
the case in many countries, Guyanese first ladies have, with
less or greater effectiveness, pursued a selected number of
causes. Recent activities by Mrs. Granger have included dis-
cussions with Ms Supriya Singh-Bodden, founder of the
Guyana Foundation, on possible areas of collaboration. She
also met recently with several board members of the
Guyana Responsible Parenthood Association. 

Can anyone help?
A 52-year-old farm laborer is seeking help to raise $1.6 mil-
lion to pay for a coronary artery bypass. He is Mahadeo
Mohan, a father of three of Parika, East Bank, Essequibo. 

Time to stop stifling the media 
As president, the People’s Progressive Party’s Bharrat
Jagdeo established a reputation for trying to destroy media
houses that did not support his party’s positions. He’s doing
it again. Mr. Jagdeo recently called on PPP supporters to
“ensure that our people don’t buy newspapers where the
sole purpose of the newspaper is to destroy your party.”
The Guyana Press Association denounced the recent stance
by the ex-president, as “dangerous.” The recent statement
“highlights the fact that Jagdeo is bent on stifling the growth
and operations of the media, something that he brazenly
practiced as President when he withdrew State advertise-
ments from the Stabroek News.” On the other hand, the
association said Mr. Jagdeo’s stance was “instructive,
because Jagdeo’s missive demonstrates that he understands
the powerful role of the free press.”
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