
2015 Award Recipients, Left > Right: Keisha Kellman, Kenzia King, Hadiya Victorine,  

and Safiya Victorine 

Buxton-Friendship Heritage Fund, Inc., supported by generous contributors, has re-

established the Buxton Scholarship. This programme provides opportunities to young 

Buxtonians to pursue academic studies and for them to achieve career goals.  

In the inaugural presentation, held on Saturday, 26th September, four outstanding 

performers at the 2015 CXC examinations, seen in the photo above, were presented 

with cash awards to assist them in meeting costs of tuition, text books, study materi-

als and other related expenses in pursuing higher education. 
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Following in the illustrious foot-

steps of her two older sisters, six-

teen-year old, Hadiya Victorine se-

cured 14 subjects, with eight dis-

tinctions, at this year’s CSEC exami-

nations and appears to be the top 

student in the community at the 

CXC general proficiency. The 

Queen’s College science major got  

11 Grade One passes — Additional 

Mathematics*, Biology*, English A, 

English B, Geography*, Human and 

Social Biology*, Information Tech-

nology*, Integrated Science*, Math-

ematics*, Physics and Spanish*. 

She obtained Grade Two passes in 

3 more subjects — Agriculture Sci-

ence, Chemistry and Social Studies. 

She is now in Form Six, preparing 

for CAPE’s Unit One next year. 

Hadiya got her primary education 

at Green Acres School, where she 

was one of the top three students 

for the school at the National Grade 

Six Assessment five years ago. 

When she got to QC, she related 

that she continued to work hard and 

did not relax her focus, because she 

wanted to stay at the top.  

For pastime, she enjoys artistic 

dancing, such as ballet. She took 

classes at the National School of 

Dance, but was forced to suspend 

her participation to concentrate on 

her studies for the exams. She 

hopes to continue should time per-

mit. 

Congratulations, Hadiya! 
 

* denotes distinction 

TOP CSEC STUDENT 
— HADIYA VICTORINE 

“At QC, I never relaxed. I wanted to stay 

at the top, so I continued to work hard.” 

 



Following her outstanding achievements at both 

levels of the CXC examinations, the bright young 

Queen’s College graduate, Safiya Victorine is now a 

first-year student at the University of Guyana, where 

she is pursuing a degree in Medicine. She wants to 

defer decision on a specialty until she completes 

medical school. 

Two years ago, she passed 15 subjects at the Car-

ibbean Secondary Education Certificate examina-

tions. She secured 10 Grade One passes, earning 8 

distinctions, and 5 Grade Twos. 

In 2014, she succeeded with all five Unit One sub-

jects at the Caribbean Advanced Proficiency Exami-

nation. This year, she passed another five Unit Two 

subjects, bringing her total CAPE acquisition to 10 

subjects. 

She related that the teachers at Queen’s College 

were mostly helpful, particularly with the completion 

of the SBAs (School Based Assessments) and IAs 

(Internal Assessments).  

In her first year at the eminent secondary school, 

while she did not experience much of a problem  set-

tling in socially, she found the transition from the 

relatively limited primary school curriculum to be 

enormous. “It was hectic,” she recounted. She at-

tended primary school at Green Acres School in 

Georgetown.  

Away from schoolwork, she participated in trials for 

school sports and played a little lawn tennis.  

Safiya is the second child in the family of four gift-

ed daughters, born to Mr. Curbette Victorine & Mrs. 

Karen Victorine of East Ville, South Annandale. Mr. 

Victorine is a manager at Enmore Estate and Mrs. 

Victorine is a homemaker. Their eldest child, Nathifa, 

is a second-year medical student at UG.  She  did her 

Sixth Form (CAPE) studies at QC after successfully 

completing CSEC at Bishops’ High School. The cou-

ple’s third daughter, Hadiya, is following in the illus-

trious footsteps of her older siblings. Also a QC stu-

dent, she passed 14 subjects at CSEC this year and 

is now in Form Six. The youngest daughter is now at 

nursery school. 

Congratulations and best wishes, Safiya! 

SAFIYA VICTORINE — MEDICAL STUDENT 
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An aspiring Computer Scientist, Alana Hasan 

of North Vigilance obtained 10 subjects at the 

2015 CSEC examinations, passing five of them 

with distinction. She got six Grade One pass-

es—English A, Information Technology*, Inte-

grated Science*, Mathematics*, Office Admin-

istration*, Social Studies*;  2 Grade Two—

English B and Geography; and 2 Grade Three— 

Caribbean History and Spanish.  

As a student of St. Rose’s High School, she 

specialized in Humanities. Prior to going there, 

she attended St. Margaret’s Primary School in 

Georgetown. 

She has decided to skip CAPE and go on to 

the University of Guyana to further her studies 

in Information Technology.  

Alana is a music enthusiast and she hopes to 

make it her second career. She assured that 

her passion for music does not distract from 

her studies. She credits her parents for encour-

aging her to develop her interest in this area 

towards becoming a well-rounded individual.  

She especially enjoys listening to classical 

sounds which she would also practice playing 

on her keyboard during available spare time. 

Beethoven’s classics are some of her favourite 

pieces. Her deep interest in music led her to 

join the Buxton Pride Steel Orchestra, of which 

she is one of its leading players. She has been 

a member of the band for three years now. 

Relating that she did not experience much 

difficulty learning to play the steelpan, she said, 

“Once you have a passion and a willingness to 

learn, everything becomes easy.” She promises 

continue her involvement with the Buxton steel 

orchestra, helping to teach the younger players 

to carry on the tradition. 

Alana’s father, Mr. Zulficar Aftab Hasan oper-

ates a motorcycle spares and accessories and 

repair shop at Vigilance, while her mother, Na-

tasha, assists in running the business and 

takes care of the home. They are also parents 

of a younger son, David. 
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“I have a passion for music, so it does 

not distract from my studies... Once 

you have a passion and a willingness 

to learn, everything becomes easy. I 

did not have any difficulty learning to 

play the steelpan” 

 



Buxton shares a remarkable history of scholastic 

excellence through its many illustrious sons and 

daughters. Several of them were beneficiaries of 

the BUXTON SCHOLARSHIP, which was established 

on 7th July, 1923 by then British Guiana Parliament 

to provide academic scholarships for the children of 

Buxton-Friendship. Many went on to serve in prestig-

ious positions in the country and around the world. 

Buxton-Friendship Heritage Fund has been joined by 

philanthropic supporters in reviving this tradition to 

afford young Buxtonians opportunities and financial 

assistance to pursue higher education.  

A special endowment for the study of Medicine 

and related fields has been established by a group 

of medical professionals in the U.S. They include Dr. 

Owen Ifill, a primary care physician in New York and 

Mr. Linden Carter, a Physician Assistant in the 

Washington, DC—Maryland area.  

This inaugural year’s beneficiaries of the BUXTON 

SCHOLARSHIP FOR MEDICAL STUDIES are two first-year 

medical students at the University of Guyana. They 

are enrolled in the Faculty of Health Sci-

ence’s BACHELOR OF MEDICINE/BACHELOR OF SUR-

GERY degree programme. 

MISS SAFIYA VICTORINE of East Ville, South An-

nandale graduated from Queen’s College, having 

obtained 15 subjects at the Caribbean Secondary 

Education Certificate (CSEC) with 8 distinctions in 

2013. She also passed  a total of 10 subjects at 

the Caribbean Advanced Proficiency Examination 

(CAPE) in 2014 and 2015. 

MISS KEISHA KELLMAN of Buxton Backdam Side 

acquired a total of 10 subjects at the Caribbean 

Advanced Proficiency Examination over the last 

two years. She studied at St. Stanislaus College 

where she enrolled in Form Six, in 2013. She pre-

viously attended Christ Church Secondary School, 

from where she passed 8 subjects at CSEC.   

Former Regional Health Officer and Buxtonian 

physician, Dr. Leslie Carter presented the awards 

to the two medical students at the ceremony held 

on 26th September at Friendship Primary School. 

Each beneficiary received a cash award of 

GY$105,000. This amount is equivalent to 50 per-

cent of the university of Guyana’s first-year tuition 

fee.  

Congratulations to Keisha and Safiya! 

 

BUXTON SCHOLARSHIP FOR MEDICAL STUDIES 
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Prominent medical 

practitioner, Dr. Leslie 

Carter (center), stand-

ing with the two recipi-

ents of the 2015 Bux-

ton Scholarship for 

Medical Studies—

Keisha Kellman (left) 

and Safiya Victorine 

(right). 

 



Buxton-Friendship Heritage 

Fund, Inc. is pleased to an-

nounce the establishment of 

an annual scholarship award 

dedicated to the memory of 

the late Mr. Errol Bruce Bath-

ersfield. The aim of it is two-

fold:  

 to provide deserving 

students in Buxton with 

financial assistance to 

further their education;  

 to reward students for 

outstanding achieve-

ments at nationally rec-

ognized examinations. 

For this inaugural year, two 

outstanding performers at 

the 2015 CSEC examina-

tions were chosen to share 

the GY$210,000 reward. 

They are  Ms. Hadiya Victori-

ne and Ms. Kenzia King. 

Each of them was presented 

with a cash award of 

$105,000  to be applied to 

costs of tuition, text books, other study materials and 

continuing education expenses. 

Hadiya emerged as the top student for the commu-

nity with 14 subjects, including 8 distinctions. She is 

now continuing studies at Queen’s College for CAPE. 

 The other recipient, Kenzia King, is now pursuing a 

Diploma in Communication Studies at the University 

of Guyana as she works towards becoming a lawyer. 

Kenzia graduated from President’s College with 9 

subjects at CSEC. 

Ms. Lavinia Lewis presented the awards at the cere-

mony held on 26th September at Friendship Primary 

School. She is a cousin of , the late philanthropist. 

Mr. Errol Bruce Bath-

ersfield, who was popularly 

known by the affectionate 

nickname, “Bonehead”, 

touched the lives of many 

with his profound compas-

sion and generosity. A vey 

friendly and selfless indi-

vidual, he was born in Bux-

ton on 27th December 

1953 to Mr. Clarence & 

Mrs. Evelyn Bathersfield 

(both now deceased). He 

received his primary edu-

cation from then Buxton 

Congregational School, 

then moved on to Smith’s 

College and Buxton Gov-

e r n m e n t  S e c o n d a r y 

School, respectively.  

Mr. Bathersfield worked for 

the Ministry of Agriculture, 

at the Mon Repos, ECD 

branch for several years. 

He emigrated to the United 

States in August, 1977, 

taking up residence in the Washington, DC/

Maryland area.  

While in the U.S., he embarked on his quest for 

higher education by enrolling at the University of 

the District of Columbia (UDC). He graduated 

from there with a Bachelor’s Degree in Mechani-

cal Engineering. In addition, he secured a Diplo-

ma in Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning 

(HVAC) from the Lincoln Technical Institute.  

Blessed with a cheerful spirit, he always tried 

to spread joy among his kin and village folks. For 

several years, he organized an annual reunion 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Errol Bruce Bathersfield 

“Bonehead” 

27 December, 1953 — 28 November, 2003 

 



He was laid to rest with his ancestors at Buxton 

Cemetery. He is survived by his wife, Carroll; his 

children—Errol, Jr., Tia, Gerrol, and Anson Bath-

ersfield; siblings—Dorsil Haynes, Albert and Haslyn 

(Brian) Bathersfield, Hazel French (Bonnie), and 

Carol Hope; and several more relatives. 

Although gone, he is not forgotten. The indelible 

memories of his love, kindness, educational drive 

and benevolence remain cherished by his family, 

friends and beloved community.  

In remembrance of the life of Errol Bruce Bath-

ersfield and his exemplary contribution to Buxton, 

this inaugural scholarship award has been funded 

by his loving cousin, Mr. Cleveland Bathersfield, 

also known as Ovid Hilliman and popularly called 

“Okro”.  

Congratulations to Kenzia and Hadiya! 
 

dance for Buxtonians during the Memorial Day holi-

day weekend, around the end of May. The two-

night affair brought together hundreds of his coun-

trymen from the far and near reaches of North 

America to Washington, DC for a nostalgic meetup 

and celebration. As another measure of his good-

will, he subsequently handed over this popular 

event to the Buxtonian support group, CIMBUX, to 

be used as a fundraising vehicle to benefit Buxton. 

To this day, this event is a staple on CIMBUX’s en-

tertainment calendar. 

Errol Bathersfield was also a dedicated worker. 

He served at some major institutions, including the 

Georgetown University Power Plant where he re-

mained until he departed this life on 28th Novem-

ber, 2003. 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Ms. Lavinia Lewis (centre), a cousin of the late Errol Bathersfield poses with the two recipients of the 

2015 Errol Bruce Bathersfield Memorial Scholarship Awards just after she made the presentations to 

them. At left is Kenzia King, while at right is Hadiya Victorine 

 

 



GINA — 21ST SEPTEMBER, 2015 
 

First Lady, Mrs. Sandra Granger, this afternoon 

launched the ‘BUXTON/ FRIENDSHIP REMEDIAL EDUCATION 

PROJECT’, also referred to as the ‘Buxton Youth Develop-

ment Project’, at the Friendship Primary School. 

The Project, which is a pilot, has been launched to 

place focus on slow learners as well as the high flyers, 

to ensure that their academic performance is not only 

improved but also sustained. It will cater to students 

from the Buxton/ Friendship area and will involve the 

collaborative work of the Friendship Primary and the 

Company Road Primary Schools. 

Among those present at the launch were Chairperson 

of the Region Four Regional Democratic Council (RDC), 

Genevieve Allen, the collaborators of the project, Mr. 

Maurice Wilson and Mrs. Jocelyn Wilson, former Head-

mistress, May Hamer and University of Guyana’s lectur-

er, Phenela Abrams. 

First Lady, Sandra Granger, who delivered brief re-

marks, said that the idea was borne out of discussions 

with the villagers on what project was most needed in 

the community. 

Reminiscing on the planning of the project, Mrs. 

Granger said that once the project was identified, meet-

ings were held with Mr. and Mrs. Wilson, members of 

community-based sports and youth groups, churches 

and other Buxtonians who are in the field of education. 

She told those gathered that while she has launched 

the project with the help of the stakeholders, it is now 

their responsibility to ensure that it becomes a success 

and serve the academic needs of the children, for which 

it is intended. 

She also implored on Buxtonians to take advantage of 

the opportunity, while urging parents to ensure that they 

play their part in encouraging their children to utilise the 

opportunity to the fullest. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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In the meantime, Chairperson of the Region Four RDC, 

Genevieve Allen, while delivering her remarks, pledged a 

consignment of books from the Regional Administration to 

help ensure that the project is a success. 

“Reading is important. You gain more knowledge by read-

ing and so you are, therefore able to perform better in your 

classes,” she explained.  She too, urged the residents and 

parents to take advantage of the project. 

“Buxton, at one time used to produce some of the most 

important people in Guyana. And I trust today that as you 

receive openly what is going to be given to you that you too 

can become one very important person coming from this 

community,” she told the students and parents alike. 

Meanwhile, Reverend Paulette Hannibal, a resident of the 

area, praised the implementation of the project, noting that 

a new day has broken in the village for children. 

“This must be a collaborative effort if we want the best for 

our children. Too many of our children are falling at the way-

side. Too many of our children have been destroyed be-

cause of the lack of encouragement and support and so par-

ents you have a great responsibility. All adults have an 

[responsibility] to ensure that our children are nurtured. Let 

us make this initiative a success. Let us give our children a 

bright future. Thanks First Lady for making this possible, for 

seeing Buxton as a priority,” Reverend Paulette expressed.  

The Project will target 

students from Grades 1 

to 5, as well as Second 

year Nursery School stu-

dents. With a target of 

250, the project has al-

ready seen 110 students 

registered to attend the 

remedial classes. Special 

emphasis will be placed 

on students who record-

ed 45 percent and less in 

their recent examina-

tions, while the high flyers 

will also be given guid-

ance and tutoring in any 

weak areas. 

(Continued from page 8) 

Classes will be held on Mondays, Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays from 15:30hrs to 17:00hrs at the 

Friendship Primary School, with plans apace to 

begin classes at the Company Road Primary soon. 

In the meantime, a bus will be provided to 

transport children from the Company Road Primary 

School to the 

Friendship Prima-

ry School, so that 

they can begin to 

benefit from the 

programme. 

Each child will be 

provided with a 

meal before the 

start of class. De-

pending on the 

success of this 

pilot project, oth-

er communities 

will be targeted 

for similar initia-

tives.  

Guyana’s First Lady, H.E. Mrs. Sandra Granger,  

speaking at the launching ceremony 

Speaking at the ceremony, Minister at Buxton Congregational Church, Reverend Paulette Hannibal, while seat-

ed at the head table are (left to right) Mr. Morris Wilson, Mrs. Granger, Region 4 Chairwoman—Ms. Genevieve 

Allen, and Mr. Handel Moses. 

REMEDIAL EDUCATION 
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A new session of the BASIC SKILLS TRAINING PROGRAMME 

got underway on 16th September at Friendship Primary 

School. Twenty-six persons were set to begin the 13-week 

course which is designed to provide young adults  an op-

portunity to obtain free training in soft skills and job pre-

paredness.  

The curriculum covers Information & Communications 

Technology (ICT), Literacy, Numeracy, Sexual & Reproduc-

tive Health, and Micro Enterprise. The programme is ac-

credited by the Board of Industrial Training (BIT). It is free 

of charge and open to all residents in the wider Buxton-

Friendship community. Graduates receive certificates. 

This programme was recently adopted by the “BUXTON 

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE,” a community project de-

vised by Guyana’s First Lady, Mrs. Sandra Granger. Her 

Excellency met with several stakeholders in the village 

over recent months to formulate the new venture that is 

expected to equip youths with essential tools for 

the world of work, alleviate poverty, and reduce 

social inequality. 

The ICT trainers are Mr. Fitzroy Younge (Rollo), 

Ms. Oveanne Maxwell and Ms. Abiola Wilkie. Ms. 

Leslie Luke will tutor Literacy and Numeracy. Mr. 

Walston Martins will conduct the Sexual & Repro-

ductive Health programme, while Mr. Bevon Cur-

rie will cover Micro Enterprise. Mr. Younge is the 

programme facilitator. 

Classes are held daily, from 4:30 p.m. to 9:00 

p.m., with provision for a 30-minute snack break. 

The current session is scheduled to end mid De-

cember.  

The Basic Skills Programme was introduced in 

the village four years ago. The current session is 

scheduled to end mid December.  

September 14, 2015 — Guyana’s First Lady, Mrs. Sandra Granger (standing) addresses stakeholders of the new 

BUXTON YOUTH DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE at the launch of the new session of the Basic Skills Training programme, in the 

auditorium of Friendship Primary School (FPS). The programme will continue to provide soft skills and vocational 

training to youths from the wider Buxton-Friendship community. Fitzroy “Rollo” Younge is the facilitator. 

In this photo are Mr. Collis Nicholson, right, who chaired the ceremony and FPS Headmistress, Ms. Karen Dey, far 

left.  
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At the start of the new school year, students at Company Road Primary School (Methodist) were present-

ed with school supplies by Ms. Yvonne Abrams (Teacher  Phenella). The donations came from two Buxtoni-

ans residing in the United States — Ms. Debra Griffith, a past student of the old school, and Mr. Treon Si-

mon. Looking on is the school’s headmaster, Mr. Gidel Austin, standing behind the students. 

The Company Road Primary School family expressed its appreciation to the donors for their thoughtful 

and generous contributions. 

Photo, courtesy of Collis Nicholson 

 

SEPTEMBER IS EDUCATION MONTH  

“Quality Educational Leadership: Improving Schools from Within” 

DONATIONS FROM OVERSEAS  
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THE BUXTON-FRIENDSHIP HERITAGE FUND- spon-

sored afterschool tutoring programme for stu-

dents preparing to sit the 2016 National Grade 

Six Assessment (NGSA) is scheduled to start on 

Monday, 2nd November, 2015. In the third year 

of its operation, the developers are looking to 

staff the programme with teachers who are 

qualified specialists in the subjects covered by 

the exams—English Language, Mathematics, 

Science and Social Studies. 

Each subject will be taught exclusively  one 

day per week, at each of two centres across 

the village. Classes will be held Monday 

through Thursday, from 16:30 hours (4:30 

p.m.) to 18:30 hours (6:30 p.m.). All schoolchil-

dren residing between Lusignan and Strath-

spey, regardless of which school they attend 

are free to participate.  

Teachers will be offered a stipend. Qualified 

non-resident teachers may apply. Applicants 

must have a demonstrated record of accom-

plishment in teaching the NGSA curriculum.  

Application letters, including at least one ref-

erence and telephone numbers, should be sent 

to the General Secretary, Buxton-Friendship 

Heritage Fund, Inc. at e-mail address: Bux-

tonFund@aol.com by 15th October, 2015. 

Thanks to Teacher Melissa for sharing this 

beautiful photo, showing the young students 

of the New Friendship Nursery School at Line 

Top (Embankment Road) doing art work 
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Back  

to School 

 



TEA PARTY POSTPONED 

The Buxton-Friendship Heritage Fund would like to gratefully 

acknowledge the donations received this month from some of 

our generous supporters and friends. The donors include:  

 Mrs. Margaret Abrams, fondly known as “Girlie”. 

 Mr. Cleveland Bathersfield, also known as Ovid Hilliman and 

called “Ochro”. He contributed the initial US$1,000 in estab-

lishing the ERROL BRUCE BATHERSFIELD MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP. 

Two students have benefitted from the awards this year. 

 Dr. Owen Ifill, for initiating the establishment of the BUXTON 

SCHOLARSHIP FOR MEDICAL STUDIES with his contribution. 

 Mr. Linden Carter, for his contribution towards the BUXTON 

SCHOLARSHIP FOR MEDICAL STUDIES. 

 Ms. Jenifer Wendella Hodge, who has contributed a high-

capacity printer, numerous school supplies and teaching 

aids. 

Buxton-Friendship Heritage Fund, 

Inc. is a non-profit charitable organi-

zation, registered with the U.S. Inter-

nal Revenue Service (IRS) under the 

501©(3) tax code. Donations made 

are tax-deductible to the fullest ex-

tent of the law. 

Please make your cheque/money 

order payable to Buxton-Friendship 

Heritage Fund, Inc. and send it to 

454 Vermont Street, Brooklyn, NY 

11207. 

Thanking you in advance for kind 

consideration! 

 Mrs. Rosalene Armstrong; passed 6 September, 2015. Husband of the late Joseph Armstrong, 

late pastor of Christian Brethren Assembly (Brethren Church); mother of Archibald, Ivan, Bil-

ly, Efuah, Bobbie Andrew and Dale; the late Ruth Joylyn Ross and Marcel. 

 Marilyn Dooker 

 Ena Sancho 

 Mavis Thomas; passed 3rd September, 2015 

 Irma Thomas; 19th September, 2015 

Buxton Express extends sincere sympathy to the bereaved relatives. May the souls of our dearly 

departed sisters and brothers rest in eternal peace! 

THANKS FOR YOUR DONATIONS 

RECENT PASSINGS 
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Members of Buxton-Friendship Heritage Fund, Inc. deeply regret having to postpone the Back-2-School Tea Party & 

Cultural Show that was planned to take place on Saturday, September 19, 2015 at St. Gabriel’s Hall in Brooklyn, New 

York, especially at such short notice. 

Due to too many scheduling conflicts, we were forced to make very uncomfortable, but inevitable decision. We are 

truly sorry for any inconvenience it might have caused to our supporters who were looking forward to enjoying a wonder-

ful evening, more so, for such a worthy cause – educational development programmes in Buxton. 

Ticketholders may ask for a refund of the price paid, choose to have their payment credited towards a future event, or 

have it applied as a donation. We would gladly honour your requests. 

Please accept our apologies. The decision was a very difficult one. We hope we can continue to count on your support. 

 



As part of its 14th annual summer celebra-

tion of Guyana Folk Festival, the Guyana Cul-

tural Association of New York, Inc. held its 

2015 Awards Ceremony on September 2nd at 

the Brooklyn Borough Hall. Among the eight-

een honorees were two of Buxtonian herit-

age—Damali Abrams and Lorna Campbell. 

Buxton-Friendship Express salutes them on 

their notable achievement. 

LORNA P. CAMPBELL 
General Secretary, Buxton-Friendship Heritage Fund, Inc. 

Past President, St. Joseph High School Alumni Association, 
U.S. Chapter 
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GUYANA CULTURAL ASSOCIATION OF NY 2015 HONOREE 

LORNA CAMPBELL — COMMUNITY LEADER   
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“An outstanding citizen, one which is worthy of esteem of both community and the great City of New York.” 

~ New York City Council Citation 

LORNA CAMPBELL received the 2015 GCA Community 

Service Award for her nonpareil history of being commit-

ted to any mission that bridges economic, social or cul-

tural disparities in Guyana and the Diaspora.  

Born in the premier village of Buxton, she attended 

Friendship Government School, St. Joseph’s High School 

in Georgetown and Baruch College in New York. Greatly 

inspired by her alma mater’s motto-”To Know, To Love, 

To Serve,” it became natural for her to return to Buxton 

to serve her community, co-founding the Buxton Sports 

Club to foster youth development through sports and ed-

ucation, serving as the organization's first General Secre-

tary until she migrated to the USA in 1984, leaving an 

indelible impression on the minds she touched. 

In 1994, Lorna was one of five past students who 

founded the St. Joseph High School Alumni Association, 

US Chapter, serving as its first General Secretary and lat-

er, as the longest serving President. During her tenure as 

president, she helped spearhead scores of initiatives to 

improve the school, including the establishment of the 

school’s computer laboratory, fencing the school com-

pound, birth of the triennial Alumni Reunion, editing and 

publishing the chapter’s quarterly newsletter-SJA News.  

Perhaps, Ms. Campbell’s most distinctive achievement 

is the pivotal role she has played in the renaissance tak-

ing place in Buxton. It was her brainchild that inspired 

the renowned celebration of Buxton’s 170th Purchase 

Anniversary, in 2010, which since gave rise to the recon-

struction in the village. Building upon this remarkable 

achievement, she collaborated with five other villagers in 

establishing the Buxton-Friendship Heritage Fund, Inc., a 

US-based non-profit organization, sponsoring pro-

grammes for the Buxtonian community. She is the Gen-

eral Secretary of the organisation and chief editor/

contributing writer of its monthly news magazine, Buxton-

Friendship Express* 

 



Damali Abrams was honoured 

with the 2015 GCA Visual Arts 

Award. A New York City-based art-

ist, she received her Bachelor of 

Arts degree from New York Uni-

versity (NYU) and her Master of 

Fine Arts degree from Vermont 

College of Fine Arts. She was a 

2009-2010 A.L.R. Gallery Fellow-

ship recipient.  

Her work, thoughtful, gently 

probing and with an incisiveness 

that chills as it examines, has 

been shown in various cities na-

tionwide. In New York City, her 

work has been exhibited at the 

Museum of Contemporary African 

Diasporan Art (MoCADA), A.L.R. 

Gallery, JCAL, Rush Arts Gallery, 

The Point, The Schomburg, Cen-

ter for Research in Black Culture, 

BRIC Rotunda Gallery and the 

2013 Bienal at El Museo del Bar-

rio, among others. She has pre-

sented, to acclaim, in several for-

mats at academic institutions in-

ternationally and in service to the 

community.  

She was one of the 2014 artists-

in-residence at the Center for 

Book Arts and completed an 

Apexart International Fellowship 

in Seoul, South Korea. In 2015, 

continuing her remarkable trajec-

tory, Damali is an artist-in-

residence at Lower Manhattan 

Cultural Council’s (LMCC’s) Governor’s Island studi-

os. Her writing was published in the July issue of 

ART21 magazine. She is a 2015-2016 participant in 

the Whitney Museum’s prestigious Independent Study 

Program. 

Damali Abrams is the daughter of Buxtonians, Mr. 

Ovid Abrams and Mrs. Norma Abrams, neé Hossanah. 
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HOMESTRETCH ’ 
While the AFC was engaged in its 

National Biennial Conference 

at St. Stanislaus College on Satur-

day, December 06, 2014, Presi-

dent Ramotar did promise to make 

an announcement on the way for-

ward as it relates to the political 

state of the country, i.e. proroga-

tion, that same day. After admit-

ting that the idea of prorogation 

failed, Ramotar would have al-

so ducked out of that announce-

ment; he basically gave a pathetic 

speech indicating he will be mak-

ing an announcement subsequent-

ly. On January 20, 2015, the President announced the 

termination of the prorogation and the date, MAY11, 

2015, as the day for General and Regional Elections. 

Immediately, the political atmosphere became charged 

and the ‘million dollar’ question then was ‘will the AFC 

contest the elections as an independent unit?’ The elec-

tion trail was heated up and all machinery was set to GO. 

The transition from 'dead meat' to 'pro-democracy' in 

approximately three weeks was a colossal political leap 

made by any political party in the history of Guyana. 

Those three weeks would have seen an intense battle 

within the Alliance for Change for its survival and rele-

vance. Two scenarios existed, the party could have expe-

rienced a massive loss of membership and support or 

the party could have retained its support base thus 

strengthening the fortunes of the opposition. The party 

took the bold step and entered into talks with the larger 

opposition bloc, the APNU, in an effort to forge a pre-

election alliance. While many posited that the talks 

would have failed because of historical and ethnic preju-

dices, many held fast to the theory that ‘the things that 

divide us must unite us’ and hoped for the best. 

By February 14, 2015, an agreement was reached; the 

APNU and the AFC had agreed to a coalition which will 

see David Granger as the Presidential Candidate and 

Moses Nagamootoo as the Prime Ministerial Candidate. 

The negotiations and subsequent agreement would 

have demonstrated a quantum leap in our political ma-

turity and magnanimity on the part of 

the main players and the many organisa-

tions and individuals who would have 

supported and facilitated the exercise.    

The effect of the decision to coalesce 

was initially shown when TEAM UNI-

TY had their first rally. That rally would 

have seen the largest spontaneous mo-

torcade from Georgetown to Linden; 

more than two miles of vehicles. From 

the early signs of crowd response it was 

clear that the amalgamation of political 

forces had injected a sense of hope and 

would have reinvigorated the electorate, 

who would have otherwise been dis-

(Continued on page 17) 
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missive of politics and politicians at that time. Massive crowds attended all the rallies organised by both the oppo-

sition and the government. The camps were clearly defined: PPP/C, red; APNU+AFC green and yellow. The election 

campaign rallies and Nomination Day exercise of 2015 were by far the highest attended events ever in Guyana. 

Each rally was accompanied by a motorcade most extending for miles. The motorcade to Whim, Corentyne, was 

probably the largest, extending for more than six miles with vehi-

cles travelling from as far as Kwakwani. 

The theme of the Opposition on the campaign trail was corrup-

tion; every issue was wrapped in that package, be it the sugar 

industry, rice industry or Amaila Falls Hydro Power Project. The 

Opposition argued that more could be done for the people if cor-

ruption is curtailed. The PPP/C argued that they would have done 

more for the country than the PNC government of 1992 and that 

corruption is a perception of the Opposition forces. 

When the dust would have settled this is what mattered:  

Willful waste does mek woeful want .   

Until the next time, TO GOD BE THE GLORY. 

(Continued from page 16) 

 



Commonwealth Scholarships for Master’s and PhD study in the UK are offered for citizens of developing Com-

monwealth countries. These scholarships are funded by the UK Department for International Development 

(DFID), with the aim of contributing to the UK’s international development aims and wider overseas interests, 

supporting excellence in UK higher education, and sustaining the principles of the Commonwealth. For infor-

mation on other scholarships offered by the CSC, visit our Apply page. 
 

You can apply for a Commonwealth Scholarship for the following levels of study: 

 MASTER’S (ONE-YEAR COURSES ONLY) 

 PHD 
 

All subject areas are eligible, although the CSC’s selection criteria give priority to applications that demon-

strate the strongest relevance to development. 
 

You should apply to study at a UK university with which the CSC has a part funding agreement. Click here for 

a list of UK universities which have part funding agreements with the CSC 
 

ELIGIBILITY 

To apply for these scholarships, you must: 

1. Be a Commonwealth citizen, refugee, or British protected person 

2. Be permanently resident in a developing Commonwealth country 

3. Be available to start your academic studies in the UK by the start of the UK academic year in September/

October 2016 

4. By October 2016, hold a first degree of at least upper second class (2:1) honours standard, or a second 

class degree and a relevant postgraduate qualification (usually a Master’s degree) 

5. The CSC promotes equal opportunity, gender equity, and cultural exchange. Applications are encouraged 

from a diverse range of candidates. The CSC is committed to administering and managing its scholarships 

and fellowships in a fair and transparent manner – for more information, see the CSC anti-fraud policy. 
 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

For full terms and conditions, see the Commonwealth Scholarships 2016 prospectus 
 

SELECTION PROCESS 

Each year, the CSC invites selected nominating bodies to submit a specific number of nominations. The dead-

line for nominating bodies to submit nominations to the CSC is 17 December 2015. 
 

The CSC invites around three times more nominations than scholarships available – therefore, nominated 

candidates are not guaranteed to be awarded a scholarship. There are no quotas for scholarships for any indi-

vidual country. Candidates nominated by national nominating agencies are in competition with those nominated 

by other nominating bodies, and the same standards will be applied to applications made through either chan-

nel. 
(Continued on page 19) 
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Each nominated candidate’s application is first considered by a member of the CSC’s panel of advisers with 

expertise in the subject area concerned, and then by the CSC’s selection committee in competition with other 

candidates. 
 

Applications are considered according to the following selection criteria: 

 Academic merit of the candidate 

 Quality of the proposal 

 Potential impact of the work on the development of the candidate’s home country 

For further details, see the Selection criteria for 2016 Commonwealth Scholarships for Master’s and PhD 

study 

You may also find the Feedback for unsuccessful candidates useful. 
 

HOW TO APPLY 

You must apply to one of the following nominating bodies in the first instance – the CSC does not accept di-

rect applications for these scholarships: 

 National nominating agencies – this is the main route of application. Click here for a list of national nomi-

nating agencies, with contact details 

 Selected universities/university bodies, which can nominate their own academic staff. Click here for a list 

of nominating universities/university bodies 

 Selected non-governmental organisations and charitable bodies 
 

All applications must be made through your nominating body in your home country. Each nominating body is 

responsible for its own selection process. You must check with your nominating body for their specific advice 

and rules for applying, and for their own closing date for applications. The CSC does not impose any age limit 

on applicants, but nominating bodies may do so in line with their own priorities. 
 

You must make your application using the CSC’s Electronic Application System (EAS). Visit the following web-

site: http://cscuk.dfid.gov.uk/apply/eas/applicants/scholarships/ for full information on how to use the EAS, 

including detailed guides. 
 

Your application must be submitted to and endorsed by one of the approved nominating bodies listed above. 

The CSC will not accept any applications that are not submitted via the EAS to a nominating body in your home 

country. 
 

All applications must be submitted by 23.59 (GMT) on 19 November 2015 at the latest. Please note that this 

is an earlier deadline than in previous years. 
 

HOW TO USE THE EAS 

Enquiries? 

All enquiries about these scholarships should be directed to your nominating body in your home country. 
 

For more information, please go to the Commonwealth Scholarship website: http://cscuk.dfid.gov.uk/apply/

scholarships-developing-cw/  
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Buxton-Friendship Heritage Fund, Inc.. 

454 Vermont Street 

Brooklyn, NY 11207 
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BUXTON: Our Legacy, Our Pride,  
Our Responsibility 

Buxton Homecoming 
May 22, 2016  —  May 28, 2016 

Celebrating 
Friendship 175

th
 Purchase Anniversary 

  Guyana’s 50
th
 Independence Anniversary 

International Decade for People of African Descent 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Gala Awards Banquet Dance 

Cultural Fair & Exhibition * Community Day *  

Sightseeing Tours * Village Caucus & more…    

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Buxton-Friendship Heritage Fund, Inc.  

BUXTON-FRIENDSHIP HERITAGE FUND 

 Bush Cook Lime  
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2015 
From 3:00 p.m. 

 

454 VERMONT STREET, BROOKLYN, NY 11207 
(between Blake & Sutter Avenues) 

 

CURRY WILD MEAT 

SHINE RICE COOK-UP 
FISH CAKES * SOUSE * PASTRIES 

BLACK/WHITE PUDDING & MORE  , 
 

PREORDER NOW 

718-342-0040 (LORNA) / 347-881-7055 (JOHN P) / 646-727-5937 (MBOYA)   

347-863-6121 (RENNIE) / 917-912-9384 (ONEKO) / 646-789- (KEN) / 646-894-4256 (OWEN) 
 

Proceeds to Support Buxton Lessons Programme 

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS 

Lorna Campbell 

Anthony Haynes 

EDITOR 

Dr. Clayton Bacchus 
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