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COMMENTARY By DR. DHANPAUL NARINE

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine

The Politics of West Indies Cricket

After criticizing the 
state of English crick-
et Pietersen says, ‘you 
need stars if you want to 
grow your game.’ There 
is word that another star 
Shivnarine Chanderpaul 
is writing a book about 
his treatment by the crick-
et administration in the 
West Indies. When this 
book is published will we 
read about the politics of 
West Indies manipulative 
tactics?

Here is one for the pur-
ists: In November 2013 
Dave Cameron, President 
of the West Indies Crick-
et Board, paid tribute to 
Shivnarine Chanderpaul 
for becoming the fi rst 
West Indian to play in 150 
Tests. According to Cam-
eron, ‘ Shiv may be a qui-
et man but he is a tower 
of strength in our batting. 
He may not be as destruc-
tive as Chris Gayle…but 
Shiv is an icon in his own 
right and we want him to 
know that we value him.’ 
This sounded reasonable 
enough but there was 
more from Cameron a few 
months later.

In May 2015 Dave 
Cameron made another 
statement about Chan-
derpaul. This time he 
advanced the thesis that 
West Indies players were 
not getting a fi tting send 
off when they retire. Cam-
eron said, ‘ I have never 
really liked how we ush-
ered out our players, so 
as president I am always 
trying to fi gure out how 
to honor them. We’re do-
ing it on a continuous ba-
sis, year by year, for their 
performances, but at the 
end of a long and illustri-
ous career like Shivnarine 
Chanderpaul’s we want to 
ensure that whatever we 
do, it is well respected and 
that he knows and the re-
gion knows how much we 
value his services to West 
Indies cricket.’

There is no word yet 
from the Board as to 
whether the ‘fi tting send 
off’ for Chanderpaul will 
take place. What has 
emerged is that, according 
to reports, Chanderpaul 
has been disrespected 
in his own country. He 
was returning home af-
ter spending time in New 
York but the immigration 
offi cer at Timehri failed to 
recognize him. Chander-
paul’s photographs hang 
prominently at the airport.

When told to look at 
his place of birth the im-

migration offi cer did not 
know where Unity Village 
was in Guyana. One could 
understand if the village 
was Waramadong, Parui-
ma or Supenaam or even 
Pomeroon but Unity on 
the East Coast of Demer-
ara should not have been a 
problem. Chanderpaul has 
requested a diplomatic 
passport but it would re-
quire a political decision 
to make this happen.

In the meantime there 

were changes in West 
Indies cricket that could 
prove to be controversial. 
The selectors announced 
that there would be a 
new Test captain in Jason 
Holder. He is young, dy-
namic and has match-win-
ning potential. Holder 
is already the captain of 
the shortened version of 
the game so it was only a 
matter of time before he 
graduated to the top spot. 
But Holder’s appointment 
was shadowed by politics.

Brian Lara states that, 
‘ I hope that Jason gets 
the same respect from 
the players, and also the 
Board. He fi nds himself 
in a very tough situation 
where there are unhappy 
players but if the Board 
gives him the support that 
he needs and he can ex-
press himself, then he can 
become a very successful 
captain.’ This statement 
raises a number of issues 
that show the schisms that 
exist in West Indies crick-
et. For example, if Holder 
is taking over a team in 

which there are ‘unhappy 
players’ then he is start-
ing off on the wrong foot. 
Lara’s statement begs the 
questions: who are these 
unhappy players and what 
are their grievances? Who 
will address the problems 
prior to the players tak-
ing the fi eld?  Perhaps the 
most basic of the ques-
tions would be: why are 
the selectors giving Jason 
Holder a divided team and 
what is the role of Denesh 
Ramdin as former cap-
tain?

A comment from Cur-
tley Ambrose, the West 
Indies bowling coach, is 

relevant. He said that the 
region has the talent but 
that the players need to be 
consistent. He then made 
a telling observation. Ac-
cording to Ambrose, ‘ I 
don’t want to be involved 
in the politics of West In-
dies cricket but I want to 
help the team.’ Ambrose 
wants to disregard politics 
but he must recognize that 
in-fi ghting will prevent 
him from being an effec-
tive coach.

Graeme Smith, the 
former South African cap-
tain, found it necessary 
to weigh in on Holder’s 
appointment. It will be 
recalled that Smith was 
appointed as captain of 
South Africa at an early 
age and had to acquire 
experience on the job. 
Smith wants Holder to 
have a competitive spirit 
and to avoid the political 
in-fi ghting. Smith says 
that one manifestation 
of politics in West Indies 
cricket is the inter-island 
rivalry and the unique 
challenges that this pres-

ent. How the Board or se-
lectors will address this is 
not clear.

In the last elections for 
President of the WICB 
the Jamaica Cricket As-
sociation withdrew sup-
port for Joel Garner and 
supported Dave Cameron 
instead. The performance 
of Cameron has not met 
with widespread approv-
al. According to one re-
port, ‘ the horse trading 
that occurs to select Board 
members is not based on 
ability but rather who is 
better at playing the poli-
tics of West Indies cricket 
to derive a result shaped 

by narrow and parochial 
interest.’

It was the Cameron 
administration that pre-
sided over the debacle 
involving West Indies and 
India in 2014. In October 
2014 The WICB issued a 
statement saying that it ‘ 
was deeply embarrassed 
by the premature and un-
fortunate end to the recent 
tour of India.’ This was 
the tour that the WICB 
said it did not call off but 
in the end admitted that it 
had to be called off after 
the players failed to take 
the fi eld due to a pay dis-
pute. As the lawyers wran-
gled over the legalities of 
the case Michael Holding 
stated, ‘ I was told that a 
director of the WICB did 
not know about the deci-
sion. I have not seen any-
thing like this in the past.’ 

The collapse of the 
Indian tour came at a bad 
time for West Indies crick-
et. It has sacked or dis-
pensed with the services 
of several key offi cials in-
cluding the Test and ODI 

captains, the Chairman 
of selectors, coach Otis 
Gibson and the selection 
panel. There is a cost to 
the cancellation and India 
is claiming over $65 mil-
lion in damages. A court 
case may take months to 
settle the matter and the 
Board has claimed that 
even before this litigation 
its fi nances were in poor 
shape. India is scheduled 
to tour West Indies next 
year and there is doubt as 
to whether this tour will 
take place.

The elders in the game 
have advised that play-
ers rise above politics. 

They want the cricketers 
to realize that they play 
for the team and not for 
themselves. Sir Garfi eld 
Sobers said recently in 
New York that the runs 
he scored and the wick-
ets that he took were done 
for the team. He further 
stated that when players 
realize their importance in 
the team then West Indies 
cricket would rise again.

There is every rea-
son to believe that Jason 
Holder knows his position 
in the team and the impor-
tance of West Indies crick-
et to the region. But there 
are the bags of money 
dangling and beckoning 
him to take a bite. There 
is the IPL, CPL, PSL, 
BSL county cricket, Big 
Bash, and other formats 
that are more lucrative 
than Test cricket. There is 
likely to be an overdose 
of T20 cricket with little 
time for the other for-
mats. The WICB cannot 
prevent Holder, or any-
one else, from playing in 
these formats. Indeed, it is 

reported that players such 
as Dwayne Bravo, Kieron 
Pollard, Sunil Narine, and 
others, have become big 
money earners without 
playing much Test crick-
et. There is the argument 
that players in the short-
ened formats do not really 
care too much about Test 
cricket although some 
may deny this to be the 
case.

There is no doubt that 
cricket in the West Indies 
needs an overhaul. Regu-
lar domestic competitions, 
tours of A teams to other 
countries, skilled coach-
es, fi nancing the game by 
establishing cricket acad-
emies and picking players 
on merit are good start-
ing points for improving 
cricket. Some commenta-
tors say that there is need 
for bowling machines, 
net bowlers, motivational 
coaches and advice from 
past players, and medical 
programs to help players 
in all conditions.

One report says that, ‘ 
instead of dealing with the 
West Indies Board, which 
has been ineffi cient at 
best, the ICC should have 
dealt directly with the 
prime ministers of Carib-
bean countries who have 
been concerned at seeing 
their once great sport go 
down the drain so quickly- 
and made sure the money 
went straight in to invest-
ment.’ But there are other 
reports. In March 2012 
Caricom leaders met in 
Guyana and under ‘Crick-
et’ they agreed to discuss 
the Patterson report that 
was tabled in 2008. The 
fi nal sentence was most 
poignant. It read, ‘ Heads 
of government were of 
the view that the recent 
statement by the WICB 
responding to the Prime 
Minister of Jamaica, was 
insensitive out of order 
and disappointing.’ This 
was a report that was 
done about another report 
and since then there have 
been a number of other 
reports. It is little won-
der that when wickets are 
tumbling no one can real-
ly hold up the side. 

Kevin Pietersen’s book is a good place to 
start. His views are less about cricket and 

more about the politics of pettiness in English 
cricket.

The views expressed in this column 
are solely those of the writer and do 
not necessarily represent the views 

of the THE WEST INDIAN.

New West Indies cricket captain Jason Holder leads from the front. He will have to instill in 
his team unity and a sense of purpose.


