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Update from Moray House Trust: July 2015 
 
On a rainy evening in mid-July, Professor Ivelaw Griffith, a specialist on 
Caribbean and hemispheric security, drugs and crime, spoke about ‘Regime 
Change and Expectations Management: Crime and other quotidian security 
challenges facing Guyana.’ 

Professor Griffith invoked Dickens, Voltaire and Martin Carter in the course of 
his arguments. He reminded us that we have the dubious distinction in Guyana of 
one of the highest rates of domestic violence in the world. Our homicide rate is 
also very high. These, and many other strands, weave together to form the 
'landscape of anxiety' that prevails, the backdrop to our daily lives. 

Professor Griffith’s talk, sponsored by Healing Arts Foundation, can be 
viewed at: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLOidULTtnEC9xdmwCNVSJ9N7X
YXV67RGV 
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Vibert Cambridge - , ‘Musical Life in Guyana: History and Politics 
Controlling Creativity.’  

A few nights later, at another event sponsored by the Healing Arts Foundation, 
Moray House Trust had the distinct honour of hosting the Guyanese launch of 
Professor Vibert Cambridge’s latest work, ‘Musical Life in Guyana: History and 
Politics Controlling Creativity.’  

Professor Cambridge spoke of his efforts to ‘find the voices of those who had 
been historically marginalised’ in this attempt to examine the range and nature 
of Guyanese musicality during the twentieth century.  He interviewed about 400 
Guyanese (at home and abroad) and consulted myriad other sources to compile 
this history. Copies of the book were donated to several local institutions. 
 
Professor Cambridge’s speech can be viewed at:  

https://youtu.be/Xvr0eJLfRF0?list=PLOidULTtnEC_7Y2mx1kC9DixN-DLVuccu 
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 ‘A Contemplation of Constitutional Reform in Guyana’ 
 
Our programme in July concluded with ‘A Contemplation of Constitutional 
Reform in Guyana’ where three speakers presented their thoughts on the 
subject. The event was well attended and a lively discussion followed the 
presentations. 
 
Highlights can be viewed at: https://youtu.be/gbT-lL_Pwb8 
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Dr Henry Jeffrey held several ministerial portfolios under the PPP 
administration. According to him, "Guyana has not fulfilled the dreams of those 
who struggled for independence from the British nor has it met the aspirations 
of succeeding generations. Guyanese have for some time been aware that their 
basic problem is the negative intermingling of race and politics.” Dr Jeffrey 
reasoned that the Westminster model of government is ill suited to the 
management of ‘deeply divided societies’ like ours. 
Dr Jeffrey’s speech: https://youtu.be/WjC-5eLgK8A 
 
Haslyn Parris, a former Chief Economist at the Central Bank and a deputy Prime 
Minister in the 1980s, also served as Co-ordinator of the Oversight Committee on 
Constitutional Reform from 1999 to 2000. Mr Parris highlighted the need to 
ensure adherence Article 119A of the Constitution which provides for a 
Parliamentary Standing Committee for Constitutional Reform. Mr Parris also 
invoked the ideas of a quantum physicist, David Joseph Bohm, in calling attention 
to the need to distinguish between a problem and a paradox when treating the 
subject of ethnic relations and identities in Guyana.  
Haslyn Parris’ speech: https://youtu.be/D-U7LsgdAAc 
 
Ralph Ramkarran, Speaker in the National Assembly for over a decade, spoke in 
favour of reforms to ‘encourage formal or informal coalitions across the political 
divide.’ After the presentations, a member of the audience spoke of his 
experience of sitting on one of the Constitutional Commissions. Another 
suggested that the problem lies not with the Constitution but with the people of 
Guyana. 
Ralph Ramkarran’s speech: https://youtu.be/iT84hmeioLA 
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