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COMMENTARY By DR. DHANPAUL NARINE

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine

Down Liberty Avenue 2

If you are in a food 
place the conversation 
would eventually turn to 
food. There are many eat-

eries on Liberty Avenue 
and they are doing a fi ne 
job. The food is delicious 
but some of these places 
are really sub-standard. 
If an inspector walks in 
these so-called gourmet 
restaurants will get a C or 
D.

When it comes to the 
quality of food that is 
served you have to be 
careful. Food that is sit-
ting in those trays for 
hours has that unmistak-
able yellowish thin twist-
ed sheen of wear over it. 
Isn’t it odd that as soon 
as you enter the spoon 
comes out to turn it over 
to freshness! If only life 
was like that. Here is an-
other question: Why do 
they put so much salt in 
the food? One top eatery 
on Liberty serves a wide 
assortment of vegetables 
that look great but the salt 
content is so high that you 
end up drinking water all 
day. You complain but no 
one listens.

A man for all seasons 
literally can be found 
walking on the Avenue. 

Who hasn’t seen the 
youngish bushy haired 
giver of fl yers? This man 
is dressed only in black 

and is barefeet even in 
the snow. He walks the 
entire Liberty Avenue 
handing out fl yers. He has 
been doing this for over 
twenty years. ‘There are 
three things people do not 
want,’ he said. ‘These are 
fl yers in their mailboxes, 
fl yers stuck to their cars 
and fl yers pasted outside 
their business.’

At 127th Street there 
is a modern marvel and 
it is surprising that it has 
not been publicized be-
fore. The New Masjid Al 
Abidin or Liberty Mosque 
in under construction. The 
project is expected to be 
completed in the summer 
of 2016. The old mosque 
was demolished to make 
way for the new. It is an 
ambitious undertaking 
and work is moving at 
full speed. According to 
offi cials the New Masjid 
al Abidin will have three 
fl oors and a seating capac-
ity of over 2,800 persons. 
The total cost of the proj-
ect is about $4 million. 
There is little doubt that 
the Masjid will add to the 

beauty and architecture of 
the Avenue and indeed all 
of New York.

It is assumed that the 
action is on one side of 
the Avenue only. But if 
you walk to the west of 
Liberty you are bound 
to meet with a bunch of 
interesting persons. The 
sari store was closing not 
far from 117 Street and 
the lady that rents a small 
space inside is worried. 
She has mouths to feed 
and another store wants 
higher rents. The junc-
tion at 111 Street is like 
the confl uence of a river. 
There is a four-way traf-

fi c lane around which the 
business area converge 
and shopping and the sub-
way stop create their own 
forms of bustle.

You can imagine then 
how strange it was to hear 
a shopper say, ‘ you does 
get what you does get!’ 
When people appeared 
to ignore him he kept re-
peating it and shaking his 
head. What did he mean 
by this linguistic gem? 
The man explained him-
self slowly. ‘You see there 
was this man from Guy-
ana who got married in 
Richmond Hill. It was a 
big wedding. People came 
from as far as Guyana 
and Canada. They had to 
spend a lot of money with 
all the celebrations. The 
girl was beautiful and did 
everything that was asked 
of her.  On Sundays she 
would go to the Mandir 
on Liberty Avenue. But 
her husband would not 
accompany her. He would 
be with the boys drinking 
and bar-hopping in Rich-
mond Hill. Well with that 
behavior you know there 
would be trouble sooner 
rather than later.’ What 

happened?
The man paused and 

continued, ‘ The girl went 
to her mother’s house and 
refused to return. What 
do you think the husband 
did? He tried a few times 
to win her back and in fact 
she did return once and 
he promised to change 
his ways. But you know 
how these things are. You 
make a promise and you 
can’t keep it so the young 
woman left him for good. 
He continued his life-
style and lo and behold 
he became friendly with 
a young lady who was sit-
ting at the bar. They now 

live together and 
are well known in 
the nightclubs. So 
you see, you does 
get what you does 
get!’

One of the joys 
of walking down 
Liberty Avenue 
is that you never 
know whom you 
will meet. 

The former 
President of a well-
known country was 
known to walk the 

Avenue in slippers look-
ing gaily for the next wa-
tering hole. He would slip 
out of his country just for 
the weekend and by the 
time you blinked he was 
back on Monday at his 
presidential desk. As he 
ate through a mountain of 
seafood he would remark 
that Liberty Avenue had 

more power than he did.    
A few weeks ago a 

gentleman nattily dressed 
in his white shirt and 
sunglasses was cross-
ing at 123rd Street. He 
turned out to be Gordon 
Greenidge, the former 
explosive opening Test 
batsman for West In-
dies. After the formali-
ties it was time to get to 
the point. What is wrong 
with West Indies cricket? 
There was silence. Gor-
don probably did not hear 
so it was repeated. He 
paused, cleared his throat 
and asked in that beautiful 
Bajan accent, ‘How much 
time do we have?’ The an-
swer was clear. It would 
take volumes to fi gure out 
what was not right about 
cricket in the West Indies. 
But we did manage to get 
from Gordon that those in 
power in cricket do not 
listen to the concerns of 
the players. In other words 
there is a breakdown in 
communication. But they 
have been saying this for 
the last twenty-fi ve years.

The elevator at Lib-
erty Avenue and Lefferts 

Boulevard will be ready 
in September 2016 if all 
the plans work. The local 
taxi service at the subway 
said that the construction 
has not really affected 
business. In fact it has 
helped. But it is a ‘dog 
eat dog business’ accord-
ing to one taxi driver. The 
scene is reminiscent of 

those drivers screaming 
‘Kitty-Campbelville’ at 
Stabroek Market in Guy-
ana. There is no order, no 
line up in sequence and 
drivers could be there for 
hours without making a 
dollar.

In mid-August a num-
ber of restaurants on Lib-
erty Avenue donated food 
to the 2015 ‘Ramayana in 
the Park’ that was held at 
133rd Street at the Arya 
Spiritual Center Ground. 
There were questions as 
to why there was a sim-
ilar event at another site. 
One irate person said, 
‘they bruck up the Phag-
wah Parade, they bruck 
up the USA Pandits’ Par-
ishad Mandir and now 
they want to bruck this 
Ramayana.’ He could 
have added that in com-

munity work no one 
receives a salary. 

Imagine then 
when the head of the 

organization fi les 
lawsuits against his 
members to seek 
control. This is 
implosion, self-in-
fl icted wounds that 
may never heal. 
Does anyone really 
think that Hindus 
can work together to 
persuade the City to 
grant a holiday for 
Diwali?

The Hindu com-
munity would do 
well to heed the 
advice of young 
Pandit Arun Gossai. 
He drew one of the 
biggest crowds at 
‘Ramayana in the 
Park’ and in a sim-

ple but profound message 
he called on us all to put 
aside our differences and 
to love our neighbors. 
Who will make the fi rst 
move?

The bus stops at 133 Street and Liberty 
Avenue. The lady exits and runs to the roti 

shop for shelter from the rain. In no time she 
starts a conversation with one of the shoppers. 
She has this friend who has a daughter. The 
problem is that the daughter was involved 
in a business wedding. She was supposed to 
divorce the man in a few weeks. But now he 
is refusing. He wants to stay married. She has 
someone else and was in the marriage only 
for the money. What advice can one possibly 
give? She wants to cut out, he wants to stay in 
and there are others like them. The attorneys 
on Liberty are refusing this one!

The views expressed in this column 
are solely those of the writer and do 
not necessarily represent the views 

of the THE WEST INDIAN.

The New Masjid Al Abidin or Liberty Mosque will be a 
modern marvel on Liberty Avenue.

West Indies former 
opening batsman 
Gordon Greenidge 
(right) with Dhanpaul 
Narine on Liberty 
Avenue.


