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COMMENTARY By DR. DHANPAUL NARINE

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine

The views expressed in this column 
are solely those of the writer and do not 
necessarily represent the views of the 

THE WEST INDIAN.

Hate and the 
American Dilemma

“In church! My, God, we’re not even 
safe in church,” said a worshipper.

These words of an-
guish were said in 1963 
in Birmingham, Alabama 
and they could apply to 
Charleston, South Caro-
lina in 2015. The black 
churches have provided 
warmth, sustenance and 
comfort to their mem-
bers.  But their sacred 
spaces have also been vi-
olated by hate, abuse and 
violence.  The fact is that 
African-Americans and 
other minorities cannot be 
guaranteed safety in their 
houses of worship.

On Sunday September 
15, 1963 four young girls 
died when a bomb tore 
down the basement of the 
Sixteenth Street Baptist 
Church in Birmingham, 
Alabama. Later that day 
two black teenagers were 
shot dead in question-
able circumstances. The 
cover-up by the author-
ities, including the FBI, 
ensured that it took years 
before the accused could 
be brought to justice.

The bombings in Bir-
mingham prompted Dr. 
Martin Luther King to 
write from his jail cell 
that, “injustice anywhere 
is injustice everywhere. I 
am grateful to God that, 
through the infl uence of 
the Negro church, the way 
of nonviolence became an 
integral part of our strug-
gle.” The black churches 
have long provided a spir-
itual and emotional sanc-
tuary but as we have seen 
they have become the tar-
gets of hate and it dates 
from the nineteenth cen-
tury. In 1871 Klansmen 
randomly destroyed black 
churches and attacked 
worshippers.

A century later hate 
runs deep in America 
and it’s not only between 
blacks and whites. These 
days any color is subject 
to hate and it doesn’t mat-
ter whether you are from 
across the border or you 
happen to wear a turban 
and a beard. Hate is so 
ingrained in America that 
the founding fathers must 
be facing a diffi cult time 
reconciling the lofty senti-
ments in the Constitution 
with the latest shootings 
in Charleston. America 
is in a struggle to fi nd its 
soul and acceptance that 
all races have the right to 
self-determination must 
be a bigger goal than the 

mayhem carried out by 
terrorists.

WEB Du Bois ar-
gued in 1934 that blacks 
faced a herculean effort 
to break the shackles of 
racism. According to Du 
Bois, “the colored people 
of America are coming 
to fact quite clearly that 
most of white America 
do not like them, and are 
planning neither for their 
survival, nor for their defi -
nite future if it involves 

free, self-assertive man-
hood.” Du Bois conclud-
ed that blacks were ‘a na-
tion within a nation’ and 
he called upon the leaders 
to realize the power of 
blacks both as producers 
and consumers to hasten 
“the process of fellowship 
and equality.” Blacks then 
had to develop themselves 
without relying too much 
on the prevailing political 
and economic structures.

In 1944 Ralph Bunche 
had a different view. He 
believed that accommo-
dation with the system 
had to be made because 
inherently America was 
the land of tolerance. 
According to Bunche, 
“every man in the street, 
white, black, red or yel-
low, knows that this is the 
land of the free… that the 
American fl ag symbolizes 
the equality of all men and 
guarantees to us all the 
protection of life, liberty 
and property, freedom of 

speech, of religious and 
racial tolerance.”

Bunche and others 
would be horrifi ed to learn 
that instead of racial toler-
ance there has been bigot-
ry and the rise of hate in 
America. Indeed Bunche 
knew about the lynchings 
in the South, the tear-gas-
sing of blacks in the six-
ties and the struggles of 
Martin Luther King, Rosa 
Parks, and others. Despite 
the rhetoric hate groups 
are increasing in America 
fueled by the election of 
Barack Obama, poverty, 
and the arguments of the 

gun lobby, among other 
reasons.

The Southern Pover-
ty Law Center has listed 
the top ten states with the 
most active hate groups. 
It was found that in 2014 
California had 57 hate 
groups, followed by Flori-
da 50, New York 44, New 
Jersey 40, Pennsylvania 
38, Tennessee 29, Geor-
gia 28, while Virginia and 
Ohio tied with 27 each. 
The total in the United 
States number around 
784 groups. The agenda 
of these groups is to ac-
tively encourage hate and 
extremism and they range 
from neo Nazis, Klans-
men, white nationalists, 
black separatists, neo 
Confederates and others.

While poverty and the 
election of a black Pres-
ident have undoubtedly 
led to an increase in these 
groups one must not ig-
nore the role of the main-
stream media. There are a 

number of talk shows on 
radio and television that 
have become the plat-
form from which hate is 
preached. These attacks 
have been directed at mi-
norities and immigrants. 
It has now reached a point 
in which hate is no lon-
ger a fringe idea but it is 
openly publicized and it 
is done by persons who 
should know better.

A 2004 Intelligence 
Report has shown that 
lawmakers in the South 
met with offi cials from 
the state, federal and local 
levels a total of 38 times 

during 2000 and 2004. 
Most of the Southern law-
makers “gave speeches 
to local chapters of hate 
groups.”

Another publication 
‘Citizen’s Informer’ says 
that the messages of hate 
were prevalent in white 
churches in the South. 
Many scholars in the 
United States and beyond 
lauded the ruling of the 
Supreme Court to strike 
down segregation in pub-
lic schools with the land-
mark ruling Brown v the 
Board of Education. But 
in some areas of the South 
this was seen differently 
and writers put their own 
spin to it.

In discussing the gap 
between black and white 
students a columnist, 
Michael Polignano, says 
that the lack of progress 
among blacks should not 
be a surprise. In his view 
racial inequality “is genet-
ic and cannot be changed

by social programs. 
Blacks are on an average 
probably less intelligent 
than Whites and more ag-
gressive, impulsive and 
prone to psychopatholo-
gies.”  One might think at 
fi rst this this was an off-
hand comment but it was 
repeated in 2005 in the af-
termath of Hurricane Ka-
trina when the ‘Informer’ 
reported that there was ‘ 
anarchy, chaos, confusion 
and looting even by black 
offi cers.’ The idea was to 
blame blacks for the in-
ability of the central gov-
ernment to plan a coher-

ent rescue operation after 
Katrina.

It might seem strange 
to think that these racist 
views are prevalent in this 
day and age. But they are 
alive and thriving and they 
have caused great damage 
to many communities.               

The Council of Con-
servative Citizens (CCC) 
says in its ‘Statement of 
Principles’ that it “oppos-
es all efforts to mix the 
races of mankind.” 

The founder of the 
CCC, Gordon Baum, 
points out that God is 
the author of racism and 
‘mixing the races is rebel-
liousness against God.’ 

This belief in white su-
periority has resulted in 
brutal violence against 
blacks. In 1963 the killing 
of Medgar Evers in Mis-
sissippi shocked the na-
tion when he was brutal-
ly gunned down in front 
of his children. Medgar 
Evers was an offi cer of 

the NAACP and the trial 
jolted the conscience of 
the nation.

The accuser Byron De 
La Beckwith was arrested 
and tried twice but on both 
occasions the all-white 
jury was deadlocked. 
Beckwith boasted about 
the killing with the Klans 
and he even ran for pub-
lic offi ce. Over the years 
there have been numer-
ous examples of attacks 
on Blacks, Hispanics and 
even Sikhs. 

In June 2015 we were 
confronted with the en-
during dilemma that is 
America. Blacks and oth-
er minorities hold ‘these 
truths to be self-evident’ 
that America stands for 
liberty and justice for all 
but they have had to deal 
with discrimination and 
hate.

Blacks believe that their 
churches are a foundation 
stone for liberty only to 
fi nd that someone can eas-
ily acquire a gun and take 
lives without compunc-
tion. A nation that speaks 
so proudly about equality 
fl ies a Confederate fl ag 
that is a constant remind-
er of Jim Crow laws when 
the oppression of blacks 
was a way of life. But this 
nation with a white major-
ity elected a black Presi-
dent for two terms only to 
witness a rise in hate.

Where do we go from 
here? President Barack 
Obama made an emo-
tional call for tolerance in 
Charleston. He also made 
the telling observation 
that, “once the eulogies 
have been delivered, once 
the TV cameras move on, 
to go back to business as 
usual. That’s what we so 
often do to avoid uncom-
fortable truths about prej-
udice that still infects our 
society.” 

Rev. Clementa Pinck-
ney and his other fallen 
colleagues are no more 
but he said with remark-
able foresight that “we 
haven’t always had a deep 
appreciation of each oth-
er’s history.”

This appreciation is the 
basis of fi nding grace and 
mutual tolerance. 

President Barack Obama delivers 
a touching eulogy at the funeral of 
the Rev. Clementa Pinckney, who 
was gunned down during Bible study 
at his church in Charleston, South 
Carolina, recently.


