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COMMENTARY By DR. DHANPAUL NARINE

Dr. Dhanpaul Narine

Who will Win the World Cup?

Valentine’s Day 2015 
a love affair of a different 
sort will take place. It in-
volves the cricket nations 
from fourteen countries 
and they will compete for 
cricket’s World Cup. This 
will be the eleventh such 
meeting; the fi rst was in 
1975 in England. Cricket 
fans will recall that West 
Indies won the 1975 and 
1979 tournaments and lost 
in the 1983 fi nals to India 
at Lords.

There is a unique air 
of excitement surround-
ing the World Cup. It 
happens once every four 
years and this adds to its 
aura but equally import-
ant it is the build up to 
the tournament, the strat-
egies, the prestige, and of 
course the enhancement 
of reputations that give 
it the additional sparkle. 
This year Afghanistan, 
Scotland and the United 
Arab Emirates will com-
pete and their participa-
tion will go along way in 
lifting the morale of those 
nations.

Since 1983 West In-
dies have yet to make a 
Final and the prospects do 
not look good. The prepa-
rations have not been up 
to par even though West 
Indies managed to win 
a One Day International 
(ODI) against South Afri-
ca. In fact, West Indies are 
in the news beyond the 
pavilion. It is embroiled in 
legal issues with the Indi-
an Cricket Board (BCCI) 
over the cancellation of 

the last Indian tour.
At home, cricket pol-

itics seem to dominate 
as Joel Garner has an-
nounced that he will run 
against incumbent Da-
vid Cameron for the top 
spot in the West Indies 
Cricket Board. Michael 
Holding has also en-
tered the mix by saying 
that West Indies need a 
new cricket culture.

Apart from adequate 
preparations on the fi eld 
West Indies have a new 
and unproven captain 
and a team that is de-
void of some of the top 
players. There will be 
no Dwayne Bravo, Ki-
eron Pollard or Sunil 
Narine. A combination 
of cricket politics and 
lack of confi dence will 
see these players con-
fi ned to the sidelines. 
The selectors have been 
blamed for excluding 
Bravo and Pollard be-
cause of their perceived 
role in the cancellation 
of the tour to India in 
2014.

Sunil Narine’s 
self-imposed withdraw-
al is puzzling. Why 
would he withdraw 
from the World Cup 
when he demolished 
Guyana in the fi nals a 
few weeks ago? Clear-
ly, he is ready for a come-
back to the international 
stage. But this is one more 
piece to the puzzle. Crick-
et is unpredictable but one 
can’t see West Indies pro-
gressing far in the tour-

nament without its best 
players.

What about the other 
teams? India was the win-
ner in the 2011 meeting. 
The Final against Sri Lan-
ka was memorable. But 
India will be hard pressed 
to repeat victory as they 
lack a sound bowling at-
tack. This, however, is 
not the opinion of Sourav 
Ganguly, the former Indi-
an captain. He says that 
India are the fi rm favor-
ites to win the Cup.

According to Gan-
guly, ‘ I think whenever 
you play one-day cricket 
India will always have a 
chance. You look at the 
batting, they have a strong 
line up. Moreover, the 
ODI’s are a lot easier than 
Test cricket so bowlers 
will also do well.’ Gan-
guly should be reminded 
that India did not do well 
in Australia in the Tests 
and ODI’s and this was 
in Australian conditions.’ 
Rohit Sharma loves the 
short format and with Ra-
hane, Raina, Kholi and 
Dhoni the batting look 
solid. But the bowling 
lacks penetration. Dhoni 
will want to leave on a 
high note as this could be 
his last World Cup.

The other top Asian 
teams are Pakistan, Sri 
Lanka and Bangladesh. 

Misbah-ul-Haq says that 
he would like to win it 
for Pakistan but Paki-
stan is enigmatic and un-
predictable. They have 
match-winners with You-
nis Khan and Shahid Af-
ridi. The strength, unlike 
some of the other teams, 
lies in their bowling with 
Junaid Khan, Mohamed 
Irfan, Sohail Khan, and 
Eshan Adil leading the at-
tack. In the batting depart-
ment Younis Khan will 
want to prove a point and 

Ahmed Shehzad should 
also do well. Mishbah 
would love to add another 
win to the victory in 1992 
but this does not appear to 
be likely.

As far as Sri Lanka 
in concerned they have 
a good combination of 
pace and spin. They also 
have a decent track record 
having been in the fi nals 
in 2007 and 2011 and of 
course the winners in the 
T20 World Cup. Dilshan, 
Sangakarra, and Jayawar-
dena,  Mathews, Perera 
and Senanayake should 
do well and there is also 
the reliable Malinga to 
break the partnerships. 
Sri Lanka has the game to 
go far in the tournament. 
They won the Cup in 1996 
and will want to add an-
other victory. They will 
make the Super Eights.

England have a good 
team but can it perform 
well on the day? There is 
no Kevin Pietersen but in 
Eoin Morgan, Ravi Bopa-
ra, Ian Bell, Joe Root, 
and Moen Ali the team 
is expected to do well. 
The problem with En-
gland is that the batsmen 
do not convert good starts 
into big scores. Ander-
son, Broad, Tredwell and 
Woakes will spearhead 
the attack and apart from 
Anderson and Broad the 

others may struggle in 
the conditions. England 
did well in the recent 
Tri-Series in Australia 
and could continue its 
form but will struggle to 
make the Super Eights.

South Africa, like 
Pakistan, is an enigma. 
It has plucked defeat 
from the jaws of vic-
tory on more than one 
occasion. They were 
the favorites to win it 
in the past but as we 
know only too well they 
‘chocked’ at crucial mo-
ments. Will that happen 
again? Hashim Amla 
and the team are deter-
mined to move on and 
bring home the trophy 
to South Africa.  They 
bring many positives to 
the table. Their bowl-
ing is strong in Steyn, 
Morkel, and Philander. 
Their batsmen in Amla, 
De Villiers, Faf Duple-
sis, Quentin de Kock, 
and J.P. Duminy make 
a strong middle order. 
South Africa have one 
of the best fi elding sides 
in the tournament and 
they too can create an 
upset on the day.

Australia have the 
ammunition to win the 
World Cup. Steve Smith 
is having the season of 
his life and his bat seems 
a mile wide! David War-
ner is in the mood to tear 
the bowling apart and if 
Clark returns that will 
add strength to the bat-
ting, along with Marsh, 
Maxwell and Watson. The 
bowling with Johnson and 
Pattison has the variety 
to outwit the opponents. 
They will also be playing 
at home. Australia will be 
tough to beat.

Ireland has a fi ghting 
chance to make to the Su-
per Eights led by players 
that have a proven track 
record. Kevin O’Brien 
has one of the fastest cen-
turies in the tournament. 
The coach Phil Simmons 
has done a remarkable job 
with the team in recent 

years and Brett Lee will 
join the team as its bowl-
ing coach.

Bangladesh has been 
written off by a number 
of commentators. Rahul 
Dravid says that the team 
lacks penetration and 
some of its players are not 
up to standard. According 
to Dravid there is no con-
sistency in Bangladesh 
and they ‘ always stay the 
same and you wonder if 
it’s coaching or the way 
they think or what they’re 
exposed to in terms of 
growth.’ However, if 
Shakib, Tamim and Mush-
fi qur can fi re they may get 
into the second round. 
Dravid has not held out 
much hope for Zimbabwe 
either. They seemed to be 
bogged down by adminis-
trative problems, includ-
ing fi nances. He said that, 
‘Zimbabwe cricket has 
regressed to a level where 
they are struggling.’ But 
Zimbabwe has beaten Sri 
Lanka in the recent prac-
tice game and that is a 
nice morale-booster for 
the tournament.

Scotland has done well 
to qualify for the World 
Cup but they are not ex-
pected to make waves. 
Calum McLeod may 
provide some histrionics 
but the team is largely 
untested under different 
conditions. In a big com-
petition of this kind one 
should expect some up-
set in the mold of Kenya 
defeating West Indies in 
1996. In that game Kenya 
made 166 and West In-
dies replied with 93 in a 
team that included Lara, 
Richardson, and Chan-
derpaul and Ambrose, 
Bishop and Adams. This 
time Scotland or Afghan-
istan can create the upset. 
On March 29, 2015 a new 
country will be crowned 
champion. It may not be 
India and the West Indian 
empire has fallen, accord-
ing to Viv Richards. This 
is New Zealand’s tourna-
ment to lose!

The views expressed in this column 
are solely those of the writer and do not 
necessarily represent the views of the 

THE WEST INDIAN.

Beyond the ball destiny lies. Stars 
and legends are made. Cricket’s 

extravaganza begins and New Zealand 
will be the team to beat. They are play-
ing well and have the game to take on 
the best teams in the world. Besides, 
New Zealand is peaking at the right 
moment and they are playing at home.

Since 1983 West Indies have 

yet to make a Final and the 

prospects do not look good. 

The preparations have not 

been up to par even though 

West Indies managed to win 

a One Day International 

(ODI) against South Africa.

On Valentine’s Day 2015 a love affair of a different sort will take 
place. It involves the cricket nations from fourteen countries and 
they will compete for cricket’s World Cup.


