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BY DR. DHANPAUL NARINEof The Year!PROFILE

Lisa Punch

She is young, talented, classy and 
beautiful. She is fl ying the fl ag of 

Guyana high and proud. Lisa Punch 
is America’s singing sensation. If you 
wonder where Guyana fi ts into the 
picture Lisa will say that wherever she 
goes Guyana is with her. 

America’s Singing Sensation!

The year 2014 has been 
particularly eventful for 
Lisa. She became a house-
hold name in the United 
States and in the Caribbean 
when she became a fi nalist 
in the talent competition 
‘Rising Star.’ This talent 
show was sponsored by 
ABC, a major television 
network, and it afforded 
Lisa the chance to work 
with and to meet with some 
of the big names in music. 
But throughout it all Lisa 
has remained dignifi ed and 
humble with a welcoming 
smile that puts one at ease. 
How did it all begin for 
this talented daughter of 
Guyana? How was she able 
to break into primetime 
American television and to 
make her country proud?

Lisa was born in 
Georgetown in Guyana but 
says that she is a country 
girl having spent some time 
in El Dorado and Bel-
ladrum on the West Coast 
of Berbice. Her dad John 
Punch went to Belladrum 
Government School. Her 
grandmother Pauline 
Punch was also a teacher 
at Belladrum. Lisa went to 
Belladrum Primary School 
and then to Smith Memori-
al School in Hadfi eld Street 
and was in the choir at 
Bishop’s High School. Lisa 
liked grammar and vocabu-
lary and in High School she 
loved the theater and arts. 

There are a number of 
teachers that she remem-
bers and they include Ms. 
Ceon and Mr. Porter. After 
her studies Lisa worked as 
a broadcaster at NCN in 
Guyana and she describes 
broadcasting as a wonder-
ful vocation. But how did 
the singing begin? Lisa 
says, ‘ I was six when I 
fi rst started to sing and I 
was nine when I fell in love 
with it. I liked Whitney 
Houston and they called 
me the second Whitney at 
one time.’ Lisa’s talent was 
so evident that she began 
winning local singing 
competitions when she was 

fourteen years old.
In December 

2013 Lisa left 
Guyana to join 
her family in New 
York. She carried 
with her the love of 
singing. She was 
soon at the Apollo 
Theater in Harlem 
trying out for a 
competition. She 
had heard about the 
‘ Rising Star’ com-
petition on ABC 
television. Lisa 
sent in her tape 
and it was not long 
afterwards that she 
received a call that 
she was wanted for 
an audition. Those 
auditions went well 
but to get to the 
television stage the 
process was quite 
intensive.

They fi rst start-
ed with thousands 
of contestants and 
after a while this 
number was cut 
down to hundreds 
and then to sixty 
and then to thirty.  
Lisa made it to the 
top twelve and she 
felt wonderful as 
by this America 
was taking notice 
of her. The show 
‘ Rising Star’ was 
aired in primetime 
and in the inter-
views Lisa came 
over as a charming 
and simple young 
lady that had the 
ability to conquer 
the world. Her 
‘Whitney Hous-
ton’ rendition was 
amazing.

Lisa was honest 
about her family 
and her surroundings, includ-
ing her home in Brooklyn but 
most of all she was proud of 
her homeland, Guyana. When 
the commentator said that Lisa 
was from Brooklyn by way of 
Guyana thousands of Guya-
nese took to social media and 
expressed their pride at being 

Guyanese. It was one of the 
few times in recent years that 
Guyana was mentioned several 
times on American mainstream 
television in a positive way 
and Lisa had done her country 
proud indeed.

How did she feel singing 
on national television? Lisa 
said that although there were 

some initial butterfl ies she 
felt comfortable and it was 
great to see the live television 
audience rooting for her. The 
judges too had kind words and 
that encouraged her. The way 
the competition was designed 
meant that to advance to the 
next round one had to win a 

certain percentage of votes. She 
said, ‘ I won the votes on the 
West Coast but not on the East 
Coast but if I had won the latter 
I would have won the competi-
tion.’ But what was certain was 
the fact that Lisa had won the 
hearts of the nation.

During her television inter-
views Lisa said that Guyana 

was poor yet beautiful. There 
were some that were unhappy 
with that comment. Lisa said 
that she was not putting down 
her country but she wanted to 
show that ‘ you can come from 
a Third World country and you 
can reach as far as I did on 
television because not a lot of 

people know the process 
it takes to reach so far. I 
wanted to show that Guy-
ana may be a poor country 
but if you work hard and 
are determined you can 
reach the top.’

Lisa plans to continue 
singing and hopes to have 
her own record label. She 

says that she plans 
to have ‘ a lot of 
Grammys to my 
name because I 
dream big.’ Apart 
from singing Lisa 
plays the Sims 
Game that teaches 
about life. She has 
high praise for her 
parents John and 
Nafeiza and thanks 
them for their love 
and support. She 
also looks up to 
Eric Phillips who 
helped to motivate 
her and Beverly 
Cyrus who was her 
secondary school 
teacher that spotted 
her talent.

Lisa says 
that her manager 
Mary Brown ‘ is a 
wonderful person 
who is a beautiful 
soul and a positive 
thinker. I look up 
to her and want to 
be like her some-
day.’ Lisa has big 
plans for the future 
and she says that 
her next big song is 
‘ Boss in the Rain’ 
that will be out 
soon. Lisa wants 
our young people 
to think positively 
and to be upbeat 
about life. She says 
‘ that which I vi-
sualize and fi rmly 
believe is already 
mine and I live by 
this everyday.’

In December 
2014 Lisa per-
formed brilliantly 
at the MB’s Star 
Talent Show-
case and had the 
audience asking 
for encores. Lisa 
Punch has defi nite-

ly risen as a star. She has 
shown that with hard work 
and determination one can 
reach the top. She has made 
Guyanese proud and the 
future looks bright. We too 
are proud of her and are 
happy that she is our PRO-
FILE OF THE YEAR! 

Lisa Punch, ProÞ le of the Year. Beautiful, talented and classy, and Þ nalist in 

American television ‘Rising Star’ Lisa has ß own the ß ag of Guyana proudly.  


