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BY DR. DHANPAUL NARINEof The WeekPROFILE

Dr. Juliet Emanuel

Dr. Juliet Emanuel is a distinguished 
lady of letters. She attended some 

of the top schools and what is even 
more signifi cant is that she has dedi-
cated herself to sharing her knowledge 
with others. 

Associate Professor, BMCC/CUNY

Juliet was born in Kitty 
in Georgetown, Guyana. 
Her mom was Mary Rosetta 
Douglas and her dad was 
Richard Douglas Joseph 
Emanuel from New Amster-
dam. Juliet has a sister Shir-
ley and a brother Richard.

Juliet attended school in 
Alberttown and later Kitty 
Methodist School. She was 
a bright student and after a 
stay at Tutorial High School 
she went to Bishop’s High 
School. Juliet loved liter-
ature but when she was at 
Tutorial one of her best 
subjects was geometry. Ju-
liet was attracted to reading 
biographies and when she 
discovered Guya-
nese and Caribbean 
literature it was the 
beginning of a won-
derful journey.

She said, ‘with 
our own literature it 
was fascinating to see 
our stories being told 
with such realism.’ 
As far as Western 
literature was con-
cerned Juliet excelled 
in the writings of 
Wordsworth, Byron, 
Faulkner, and of 
course Shakespeare. 
Most of the literature 
was British at the 
time but Juliet was 
to fi nd a writer that 
captured the magic 
realism of the period. 
She was Jean Rhys 
who was born in 
Dominica. Juliet said 
that the story that amazed 
her was, ‘ the Wide Sargasso 
Sea because I could relate 
to it as it was a prequel to 
Charlotte Bronte’s Jane 
Eyre.’ Juliet had the good 
fortune to teach at Tutorial 
after she graduated from 
Bishop’s. It was an enjoy-
able experience and she 
taught English Literature 
and Religious Knowledge.

Juliet has many interests 
and some of them include 
the roles of masquerade in 
Guyana and carnival in Trin-
idad. She feels that some of 

the published literature should 
be in the schools. Juliet credits 
a number of teachers for their 
infl uence on her during her ear-
ly education. They include Ms. 
Husbands from Kitty Methodist 
and Teacher Bradshaw who 
would praise the essays of 
young Juliet. At Tutorial High 
School there were the Costello 
brothers that were great role 
models. At Bishop’s High 
School Juliet was lucky to meet 
with Mrs. Clayton and one of 
her favorites was Ms. Lilian 
Dewar who brought literature 
alive.

Juliet says that the headmas-
ters of the schools in Guyana 
deserve praise as they worked 

against great odds to produce 
world-class students. In1964 
Juliet took a brave step in her 
life. She left Guyana for New 
York where she joined her 
father Richard. It was Febru-
ary and Juliet recalls having to 
adjust to the cold weather in a 
hurry. They stayed in Brook-
lyn and before long she had 
enrolled at Brooklyn College 
as an English major. She was 
given two years credit because 
of her strong ‘A’ levels passes 
at Bishop’s in Guyana.

Juliet says that her heart 
was set on getting her doc-

torate degree. She wanted to 
study the folklore of Guyana 
so she decided to return to 
Guyana to do research on the 
subject. While in Guyana Juliet 
taught English at Christchurch 
Secondary School and says 

that she enjoyed the experience 
immensely. 

Juliet returned to the United 
States in 1971 and went to 
Richmond College in Staten Is-
land to do her Master’s Degree 
in Literature. She worked with 
a young population and it was 
a wonderful experience. Juliet 
became a Dean in a private 
school and later was appointed 
as an Adjunct Professor at the 
Borough of Manhattan Com-
munity College (BMCC) in 
New York. After serving the 
department with distinction Ju-
liet was appointed to a fulltime 

position at BMCC. Juliet teach-
es reading and uses literature as 
a means of communication and 
enrichment. She is a consum-
mate professional who realizes 
that she has to be prepared in 
order to become a good teacher.   

Juliet earned her 
doctorate from St. 
John’s University in 
1981. Her dissertation 
was about women in 
literature and their 
adjustment to class and 
race. Juliet has served 
her students well over 
the years. She was 
the coordinator of the 
department at BMCC, 
the co-chair of the 
department and she is 
at present the executive 
director of College 
English Association. 

Juliet has also published and is 
regarded as a top professional 
in her fi eld.  

One of Juliet’s shining 
achievements is the ‘Literary 
Hang’ that brings Guyanese 
writing talents together. She 
points out that this started elev-
en years ago. One ‘Hang’ at 
Columbia University revealed 
an abundance of talent and this 
gave Juliet the idea to do the 
event on a bigger scale. Juliet 
says, ‘ I encourage writers to 
come and display and to read 
from their works and we are 
getting more young people to 

participate.’
There are plans to have 

a mini-Hang in New York 
next year and also another 
one is planned in Georgia 
but the organization really 
wants to go to Guyana in 
2016 for a big splash. A 
‘Hang’ is planned for Ber-
bice and Essequibo and this 
should be wonderful, Juliet 
says. The 2014 event was 
held in Brooklyn and the 
atmosphere was wonderful.

Juliet has done a 
tremendous amount of 
work in New York and 
elsewhere. She credits her 
church for her upbring-
ing. It has taught her the 
importance of truth and 
the need to live an upright 
life. Juliet has praise for the 
College English Associa-
tion where she is playing 
an active role. As far as her 
family is concerned Juliet 
says that her parents and 
her aunts that were nurses 
looked after the family. 
Her grandmother had an 
uncanny sense of business 
and did all the calculations 
on her slate.

Juliet’s husband Pat-
rick George comes from 
a distinguished family as 
well. Patrick’s brother was 
Bishop Randolph George 
a well-known fi gure in the 
church in Guyana. Juliet 
loves to knit and she could 
do so with the drop of a hat. 
She is also an actress and 
she is an important fi gure 
at St. John’s Episcopal 
Church in Brooklyn where 
she serves on the Vestry. 
Juliet says that young peo-
ple ‘should listen to your 
elders. They are not always 
wrong. Remember, he who 
angers you, conquers you. 
Don’t put yourself in that 
position. Step way from 
anger and stay in school.’

Juliet loves to travel and 
she fi nds Harrisonburg in 
Virginia amazingly beauti-
ful.  She is also impressed 
by Anne Frank’s house in 
Holland and has incorporat-
ed Frank’s memoirs in her 
tutorials. There is no ques-
tion that Dr. Juliet Eman-
uel is making a wonderful 
contribution to education 
and culture in New York 
and beyond. 

We salute her achieve-

ments and wish her well 

in the future.

Dr. Juliet Emanuel is 
making a wonderful 
contribution to her 
community and she has 
a lot more to offer.

Dr. Juliet Emanuel with her husband Patrick George and together they make a great team.  


