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BY DR. DHANPAUL NARINEof The WeekPROFILE
Serena Hewitt

Serena Hewitt, formerly Brathwaite, 
is one of the Guyana’s great educa-

tors. She has left her imprint in Guy-
ana, the Caribbean and North America. 
Wherever she went Serena has had the 
welfare of her students at the top of her 
agenda. 

 A Teacher of Distinction!

Serena comes from 
a family of teachers that 
prized education and cul-
ture. Her dad T.A Brathwaite 
was a musician in his 
own right while her 
mom Maude was a 
music teacher. Serena 
took to music and the 
choir and she had the 
encouragement and 
support of her bother 
Peter who has sadly 
left us. 

Serena was born in 
Georgetown and went 
to St. George’s School 
and later the Convent 
of the Good Shepherd, 
now St. Gabriel’s. She 
did well and won a 
place at Bishop’s High 
School. Her favorite 
subjects were English 
and Literature and 
even before she started 
at Bishop’s Serena 
was reading ‘Pride and 
Prejudice’ with her 
mom Maude. 

One of Serena’s 
early infl uences was 
Lilian Dewar who 
brought literature 
alive. There were also 
Ms. Barker, Lucille 
Campbell, Ms. Chan 
and Carmen Jarvis. 
These were wonderful 
teachers that instilled 
in their students a love 
of learning and the 
discipline that went 
with it. According to 
Serena, “ these teach-
ers had high expecta-
tions for their students 
and they wanted us to 
do well and to make 
our contributions to the 
community.”  

Serena proved to be a 
top student. She decided to 
further her studies and was 
accepted to the University 
of the West Indies, Mona 
Campus, to read for her fi rst 
degree in English, Latin and 
French. It was 1960 and the 
degrees were awarded joint-
ly by UWI and London. It 
was also Serena’s fi rst time 

out of Guyana and she found 
Jamaica fascinating. She picked 
up that lovely Jamaican accent 
in a month! Serena traveled the 

city, joined the choir and the 
Padre took the singers around 
the country. Serena completed 
her degree at UWI and returned 
to Guyana. 

She taught at Central High 
School and later East Rium-
veldt Secondary School. These 
were enriching experiences and 
in 1966 she moved to the Guy-
ana Teacher’s Training College 
at Kingston. Serena was now 
training teachers to teach. It 

was a fabulous experience for 
her and the confi dence reposed 
in Serena by Dr. Sybil James 
was handsomely rewarded. 

During the next ten years 
Serena was responsible for 
training hundreds of teachers in 
Guyana. She was knowledge-
able, composed, well prepared 
and friendly and approachable. 
While at Training College Sere-
na also taught part-time at the 
University of Guyana and she 
gave English classes to Cuban 

doctors. She was a busy teacher 
that thrived with hard work. 
Many teachers sing Serena’s 
praises to this day saying how 
helpful she was and how com-
fortable she made her students 
feel. By 1977 her reputation as 
a professional was well known 
and it would take her to differ-
ent pastures.

Dr. Desmond Broomes 
invited Serena to apply for 
a position at the Cave Hill 

campus in Barbados and she 
became a Lecturer in the 
School of Education. Serena 
conducted workshops in Pho-
nics as a method for teaching 
reading. Her expertise extended 
to teacher training in Grenada 
and Antigua. While she was 
in Antigua Serena developed 
a writing program that also 
incorporated workshops as part 
of the training.   In due course 
Serena was able to conduct 
training in a number of coun-

tries such as Antigua, 
Barbados and Dominica 
where she supervised 
Teaching Practices and 
assessed case studies for 
the Teacher’s Colleges 
in those islands.  

Serena’s talents 
were by then widely 
recognized and she was 
offered a position at the 
Teacher’s College in St. 
Lucia. Serena says that, 
‘this was an opportunity 
for me to continue learn-
ing about ways of work-
ing with different adult 
populations. During my 
time in St. Lucia I was 
responsible for deliver-
ing English Language 
Arts instruction to 
elementary teachers 
and also programs for 
kindergarten and nursery 
teachers.’ 

Serena spent nine 
years in St. Lucia and 
she made a positive 
difference in the lives of 
the teachers and chil-
dren there. There were 
programs that she spear-
headed such as Project 
Hope that were aimed at 
health workers and they 
increased awareness 
of health and wellbe-
ing. Serena says that 
St. Lucia is post card 
beautiful with dramatic 
landscapes. But what is 
particularly satisfying is 
that she was able to help 
turnaround the educa-

tion system in the island for the 
better. 

Serena left St. Lucia for 
New York in 1987 and imme-
diately brought her talents into 
education. She worked for a 
number of years in the private 
schools and in 1996 she joined 
the Department of Education 
in New York. She was assigned 
to MS 2 in District 17 as a 
reading teacher focusing on 
Title1 students from the 6th 

to the 8th grades. It was a 
change for Serena to be in 
the classroom and to apply 
the teaching practice meth-
odology she had earlier 
shared with teachers. 

Serena spent fi fteen 
years with the Department 
of Education in New York 
changing the lives of many 
students in a positive way. 
What did she learn from 
her considerable experi-
ence in education? Serena 
says, “ I learned that you 
can’t let the system be 
placed above the good 
of the students. I also 
found that we need to 
know what is happening 
at home for this can affect 
the children’s perception 
of themselves as learners. 
Our children face many 
challenging situations and 
good teachers do make a 
difference.”

One of her greatest 
achievements in New York 
was the work that she did 
at Canarsie High School 
with the teachers for the 
ELA Regents exams. Ser-
ena says, ‘I really enjoyed 
that program. It lasted for 
three years and it was great 
to see the students striving 
to do well.’ Serena went 
back to school in New 
York and completed her 
Master’s Degree at Brook-
lyn College in Remedial 
Reading. This is really 
a testament to her hard 
work and dedication to her 
profession. 

As she looks back on 
an illustrious career Serena 
would like to thank her 
parents for their guidance 
and for the tremendous 
role they played in her life. 
She also acknowledges the 
role of Dr. Robert Moore 
who provided her with 
instruction in reading when 
she was in school and to 
Xenophon Goliah who 
helped to mold her mind. 

In the end, however, 
all plaudits go to Serena 
herself. She shone brightly 
as a student, member of the 
choir, teacher and lecturer. 
It would be most appropri-
ate for the Government of 
Guyana and those in the 
Caribbean to recognize her 
services to education with 
a suitable award. We wish 
Serena all the best in the 
future. 

Serena Hewitt, a teacher of distinction that made a tremendous contribution 
to education in Guyana, the Caribbean and the United States.     


