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BUXTON’S SHAUNELLE THOMAS  

AMONG GUYANA’S TOP 15 
CSEC PERFORMERS FOR 2014 

Shaunelle Thomas 
Daughter of Pastor Terry Thomas & Mrs. Desiree Thomas 

Congratulations to Miss 
Shaunelle Thomas of 36 
Company Road, Buxton! She 
secured the 15th spot in Guy-
ana’s 2014 Caribbean Sec-
ondary Education Certificate 
(CSEC) results and has done 
her herself, her family, and 
her village very proud. A total 
of 13,724 students across the 
country wrote  the May-June 
exams. 

A student of Queen’s Col-
lege, Shaunelle passed all of 
her fifteen (15) subjects, gain-
ing Grade 1 in 13 of them and 
Grade 2 in the other two. She 
earned distinctions in seven: 
Mathematics, French, Chem-
istry, Electronic Document 
Preparation & Management 
(EDPM), Food & Nutrition, 
Human & Social Biology, and 
Information Technology. The 
other six Grade 1 passes, she 
obtained them in Biology, 
English A, English B. Geogra-
phy, Home Economics Man-
agement, and Social Studies. 

(Continued on page 2) 

“My community — Buxton, the name itself 

encouraged me to nullify any claims that 

nothing good can come out from here…” 

Buxton 175 

From Easter 

To Emancipation 

Year 2015 

Let’s Celebrate! 
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 OUTSTANDING CSEC PERFORMER 

Her two Grade 2 passes came in Physics and Religious Edu-
cation. 

Elaborating on her 
outstanding perfor-
mance, Shaunelle, 
the sixteen year-old 
daughter of Pastor 
Terry Thomas & 
M r s .  D e s i r e e 
Thomas, related:  
“The success which 
I achieved, by the 
grace of God, is 
what people see but 
that is not all to it. 

In actuality, there was a plethora of attitudes and skills (now 
habits) that was obligatory for me to adopt, which now 
makes me a better individual closer to my goals as a result of 
the many challenges I have faced and conquered.  CSEC 
caused me to undertake many risks (e.g. 15 subjects) to 
which I am now happy I have done, despite discouragement 
from some individuals who like to take the easy path. Addi-
tionally, it was highly essential for me to accept failures, cul-
tivate good habits, be more persistent, diligent, hard-
working, more focused on my goals, optimistic while main-
taining my relationship with God, family and friends.  

I had to attend lessons all seven days of the week, from Oc-
tober 2013; some Sundays attending church for half an 
hour, and others not at all, which I disliked. But it was nec-
essary for subjects that I needed: French, Chemistry, Elec-
tronic Document Preparation & Management (EDPM), 
Mathematics and Geography. Also, I had to miss some gui-
tar lessons earlier this year, which lasted sometimes until 
8:00 pm as CSEC became one of my highest priorities.  

For a period of time I was on the Debating Team which I 
enjoyed, and I am thankful for being one of the three speak-
ers [chosen] after the tedious auditions. But, it also caused 
things to be difficult in managing everything: homework as-
signments, SBAs [school-based assessments], writing 
speeches, learning debating techniques and practicing for 
the next debate. Many times, I had to eat, bathe, sleep for 
one hour to begin doing my work until 2:00 a.m. Some days, 

(Continued from page 1) during SBA time, [there was] no 
sleep for I had the determination like 
that of a mirror which never loses its 
ability to reflect even if broken into a 
thousand pieces. In essence, this led 
me to postpone immediate short 
term pleasures, like TV, for long term 
values and goals - receiving a schol-
arship for my University education. I 
do not regret this at all. 

I must admit that I am not the crea-
tor of my success, but the mere con-
duit who was determined to achieve 
my goals. As such, it is indispensable 
for me to acknowledge those who 
guided me throughout this small pe-
riod of life as I believe in giving cred-
it where credit is due.  

Humbly, I would like to praise and 
thank God for He is the source of all 
that I have; my parents (Terry & De-
siree Thomas) for being there for me 
at all times and allowing me the priv-
ilege to choose my subjects without 
opposition; all of my teachers who 
provided the information I needed to 
succeed; my siblings, especially 
Shondace, for motivating me; my 
friends - Annthea, Theresa, Elisa and 
Latoya;  some church members, es-
pecially Mrs. Abigail Watson for fur-
ther encouragement since First Form 
and my community – Buxton- which 
the name itself encouraged me to 
nullify any claims that nothing good 
can come out from here, thus further 
propelling me to succeed, and here I 
am recognized for that. I am deeply 
grateful to God for allowing me to be 
acquainted with people of such cali-
ber, as without them I might not 
have reached this far. 

(Continued on page 3) 

“I had the determination like 

that of a mirror which never 

loses its ability to reflect even 

if broken into a thousand 

pieces” 
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SHAUNELLE THOMAS 
At Common Entrance, I attained 88th place 

in the country. I aimed for Bishops’ High 
School and was a bit unhappy at that time. At 
this CSEC 2014, I attained 15th place in the 
country, and I am indeed pleased to say that I 
have obtained 13 grade ones and 2 grade twos 
as my hard work has paid off. I am an individ-
ual who expects the unexpected; as such, I 
told myself that I would be satisfied with at 
least 10 grade ones. I must say I am very hap-
py with my grades.  

Additionally, I am quite surprised to be 15th 
place in the country, for there were numerous 
persons who wrote more subjects than I did. 
But, I told myself whatever happens, all I 
know is that I performed to the best of my 
abilities and that in itself was good enough. I 
attained straight A in Mathematics, French, 
Chemistry, EDPM, Food and Nutrition, Hu-
man & Social Biology and Information Tech-
nology; Grade ones in Biology, English A, Eng-
lish B, Geography, Home Economics Manage-
ment and Social Studies. Grade twos in Reli-
gious Education and Physics.  

Presently, I am elated to have made my par-
ents, school, teachers, associates and commu-
nity proud in both Common Entrance and 
CSEC 2014. I indeed look forward to continue 
doing so in the future. 

I hope to further my studies in CAPE 2015 
and 2016, whilst looking for scholarships dur-
ing that time and possibly writing the SAT 
[Scholastic Achievement Test] also.  

Despite my dream occupation is not abso-
lute, I am certain that it will be in the Science 
field and possibly as an entrepreneur part-
time. I love Science, and I am equally interest-
ed in Business too, especially the public speak-
ing aspect. That is why, during this summer, I 
was acquiring knowledge from some Business 
& Public Speaking books in preparation for 
that, as I believe that nothing is impossible.  

(Continued from page 2) 

This CSEC 2014 has been a stepping stone for me 
to be one step closer to my goals. My current short 
term goal is to succeed in my CAPE exams and se-
cure a scholarship to study overseas.  

I am aiming for the sky, to continue my guitar 
lessons, to strengthen my relationship with God 
and everyone close to me, to appreciate each mo-
ment of my teenage life, and possibly to become 
more physically active whilst strengthening myself 
mentally and intellectually. These are the small 
steps that I need to take that will truly benefit me 
and make my goals even more realistic, for I be-
lieve that God has a divine purpose in my life. 

With that being said, I hope that this can be an 
encouragement for all of the upcoming young Bux-
tonians out there to allow nothing to stop them 
from achieving their goals as ‘whatever the mind 
believes and conceives, he can achieve’. I would 
like you, Buxtonians, to know that you can do it 
also, maybe even better than I, once you believe 
that you can. Despite its taking massive hard work 
and determination, it is not impossible. This can 
indeed raise the bar higher for Buxton and possi-
bly nullify the widely misconceived notion about 
the people of Buxton.” 

 

“I am aiming for the sky, to continue my 

guitar lessons, to strengthen my relationship 

with God and everyone close to me, to 

appreciate each moment of my teenage life, 

and possibly to become more physically 

active whilst strengthening myself mentally 

and intellectually.” 
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MORE CSEC SUCCESS 

RECOGNIZING HIGH ACHIEVEMENT 

Congratulations to Shaldi Connell on 
his success at the 2014 Caribbean Sec-
ondary Examination Certificate 
(CSEC)! He passed nine (9) subjects: 
English A, Mathematics, Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics, Information Tech-
nology, Human & Social Biology, Geog-
raphy, and Electronic Technology. He 
obtained three Grade ones and six 
Grade twos. 

Shaldi plans to return to President’s 
College to study for the Caribbean Ad-
vanced Proficiency Examination 
(CAPE). He sets his sights on becoming 
either a Radiation Technologist or a 
Computer Programmer. He is the son 
of Bruce Connell (Bruce Rodney) and 
Michelle Booker, Headmistress at Co-
menius Primary School in Queenstown, 
Georgetown. 

At an awards ceremony held on 24th August, Brother Terry Thomas and the congregation of the 
Ambassadors of Christ Ministries presented twelve students from the community with certificates of 
achievement and gifts of school stationery. This was done in recognition of their outstanding perfor-
mance at the 2014 National Grade Six Assessment (NGSA). The recipients are: 
1. Samuel Haynes  Queen’s College 
2. Malkia Harris  Bishops’ High School 
3. Nickel Simon  St. Stanislaus College 
4. Tyriek Rodney  St. Rose’s High School 
5. Kellyanna Isaacs  St. Joseph’s High School 
6. Daniella Vieira  St. Joseph’s High School 
7. Talya McPherson President’s College 
8. Nkofi Cromwell  President’s College 
9. Avanelle Meusa  President’s College 
10. Alleia James  Annandale Secondary School 
11. Toneya Hatton  Annandale Secondary School 
12. Sarah James  Central High School 

Education: Pathway to Brighter Future. Support Our Children! 

Shaldi Connell 



HIGH ACHIEVERS’ WORKSHOP 

Some of the 2014 incoming class of secondary school stu-

dents pose with their Scholastic Achievement certificate. 
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This year’s Buxton-Friendship Herit-
age Week celebration commenced on 
August 13th with a Secondary School 
Awareness Workshop for students who 
completed the 2014 National Grade Six 
Assessment (NGSA). In addition to the 
high school freshmen, a number of stu-
dents entering Grade 8 (Second Form) 
were also in attendance to share their 
first year (high school) experiences with 
the new class.  

In introducing themselves, the stu-
dents used an adjective that started with 
the first letter of their first name. Some 
of the ingenious descriptions were smart 
Samuel (Haynes) and talented Talya 
(McPherson). 

The General Secretary of Buxton-
Friendship Heritage Fund, USA, Lorna 
Campbell addressed the gathering. She 
congratulated the new group of scholars 
and encouraged them to take their edu-
cation seriously. Later, she presented 
the students with award certificates, 
wrist watches, backpacks, scientific cal-
culators, geometry sets, dictionaries 
(English, Spanish, French and Portu-
guese), pens, pencils, erasers and note-
books. More than fifty (50) children 
benefited from the distribution. 

The programme, which was held at 
Buxton Primary School (Missionary), 
was organized by the Buxton branch, 
Guyana Teachers’ Union. Its president, 
Mr. Collis Nicholson, chaired the ses-
sion. Buxton-Friendship Heritage Fund, 
USA was the sponsor.  

In photo at right, secretary of Buxton Heritage Fund, 

Lorna Campbell (centre) embraces two of the bene-

ficiaries of the organization's school supplies distri-

bution. At left is Nicholas Isaacs who is going to An-

nandale Secondary and, at right, is his cousin, Kelly-

anna Isaacs who will attend St. Joseph’s High 

School. 
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In this year’s inter-village Emancipation Debating Competition 

involving students who successfully completed the 2014 National 

Grade Six Assessment, who were preparing to enter secondary 

school, Team Buxton delivered a superb performance to defeat 

Team Plaisance. The event, which was held at Friendship Prima-

ry School on 14th August, attracted an appreciative audience that 

included many students, teachers, parents, and friends.  

The moot was: “Since the abolition of Slavery, Afro-Guyanese 

have developed in all spectra of life.” Buxton argued the proposi-

tion case, while Plaisance advocated the opposite position. 

Team Buxton, captained by Queen’s College-bound Samuel 

Haynes, also included Talya McPherson (President’s College), 

and Nickel Simon (St. Stanislaus College). Ruthann Griffith 

(Annandale Secondary) was the alternate member. Mr. Anthony 

Haynes and Mrs. Hazel Newton-Azore coached the team. 

Team Plaisance was led by Sasha Adams (North Georgetown 

Secondary, and also included Mandisa Ramsingh (North 

Georgetown Secondary), and Renaldo Blair (Annandale Second-

ary).   

In his opening argument, Samuel Haynes, after explaining the 

‘key words’ in the moot, redefined the proposal to be construed 

as: “After outlawing of the system whereby African-Guyanese 

were held captives as property of the European slave masters, 

the ex-slaves and their descendants in Guyana have trans-

formed their value range to a more complex state, worthwhile of 

existence in the physical world.” The team then built its presenta-

tion around the Social, Economic and Political developments of 

African-Guyanese. 

Dealing with Social Development, Samuel made his case 

around achievements made in Education, Religion, Sports, Cul-

ture, Arts and Music. He explained that the freed labourers and 

their descendants were so fervent in their thirst for knowledge 

From Left:  Debate Judges-

Michelle McIntosh and Carlotta 

James; Team Buxton — Nickel 

Simon, Talya McPherson and 

Samuel Haynes; Lorna Campbell 

of Buxton Heritage Fund (USA); 

Team Plaisance — Sasha Adams, 

Maldisa Ramsingh, and Renaldo 

Blair ; Debate Judge — Selma 

Grey. 

  

BUXTON WINS DEBATE COMPETITION 
MOOT: Since the Abolition of Slavery, Afro-Guyanese have developed themselves in all spectra of life. 

that by the late 1800’s many were accomplished in reading and 

writing. He noted the stellar academic attainment by many sons 

and daughters who went overseas to pursue higher education, 

including Phillip Allsopp, a civil engineer and late President 

L.F.S. Burnham who qualified himself as a lawyer.  

Samuel posited that religion, mainly Christianity, has always 

been an integral part in the life of Afro-Guyanese. He articulated 

that within a few years after Emancipation, members of the Black 

community rose to lead churches and to replace the Europeans 

who had  formed and dominated the local religious institutions. 

He made reference to Anglican Bishop Randolph George, the 

first Afro-Guyanese to assume that position in the local diocese.  

He tied up his presentation by listing the achievements of 

some Afro-Guyanese leaders in the field of sports, culture, arts 

and music — Clive Lloyd, one of the most successful captains in 

international cricket; the late Phillip Moore, a renowned artist/

sculptor; Plaisance-born Eddy Grant, a world-famous musician. 

Talya McPherson, in covering Economic Development, boldly 

asserted that Afro-Guyanese developed themselves after being 

free from the worst atrocity in the history of mankind. She went 

on to highlight their purchase of plantations and development of 

sustainable communities — villages, such as Victoria, Buxton 

and Plaisance.   

She also spoke of the success of Afro-Guyanese in almost 

every industry and profession, as well as of their pursuit of edu-

cation to develop their range of economic activities. In this re-

gard, Talya alluded to the entrepreneurial success of Buxtonian 

Cephus James, a gas station proprietor and former city engi-

neer; Courtney Benn, building contractor; Dr. Noel Blackman, 

owner of Channel 9 television station;  Catherine Hughes, a 

communications and advertising consultant; and Lennox John, 

owner of Ashmin’s Trading and the Splashmin resort. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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BUXTON: 2014 DEBATE CHAMPION 

Presenting the aspect of Political Develop-

ment, Nickel Simon advanced the premise that 

the village movement was the cradle of local 

politics. He spoke of the activism by Afro-

Guyanese Hubert N. Critchlow, considered the 

father of trade unionism in the Caribbean. He 

also made mention of the critical role played by 

Buxtonian Eusi Kwayana, an eminent educa-

tor, politician and writer in the country’s political 

life and his distinction of being the country’s 

first Minister of  Communications and Works. 

Lastly, Nickel spoke of the incomparable 

achievements of L.F.S. Burnham, the country’s 

first Education Minister, Prime Minister, and 

executive President. This late, brilliant Afro-

Guyanese led the country to both political Inde-

pendence from Great Britain, in 1966 and the 

attainment of republican status, in 1970. To 

date, Burnham remains Guyana’s longest-

serving head of government.  In concluding his 

presentation, he asserted that his team had 

advanced irrefutable evidence that African-

Guyanese have developed socially, economi-

cally and politically, and that they since have 

transformed their value range to a more com-

plex state, worthwhile of existence in the physi-

cal world. 

Leading off the opposition’s presentation, 

Sasha Adams advanced the argument that 

since the abolition of slavery, Afro-Guyanese 

continue to suffer psychological pressure, and 

this has impeded their development. She stat-

ed that the community is oppressed, marginal-

ized, and it is at the bottom of the social class 

and economic ladder. She cited racism, ine-

quality, inadequate investment in villages, and 

the absence of a development plan as some of 

the contributing factors to economic stagnation 

and lack of progress. 

The group’s second speaker, Mandisa 

Ramsingh advocated the premise that “African-

Guyanese continue to live in darkness with no 

end in sight of the economic tunnel.” She said 

that the communities are underdeveloped and 

plagued by unemployment, underemployment, 

(Continued from page 6) 

Samuel Haynes 
BEST PRESENTER 

poor housing and infrastructure. She 

noted that Afro-Guyanese account for 

almost 70% of poverty-stricken people in 

the country.  

Mandisa challenged the proposition to 

take a walk around the villages to discov-

er that not much has been done to im-

prove these settlements since they were 

purchased by our ancestors. She posited 

that wanton ways by young people, es-

pecially men, and pulling of ‘cool-down 

carts’ by young women produce negative 

energy for the community. 

Renaldo Blair commenced his presen-

tation delineating that “All refers to eve-

rything.” He said that the scars of slav-

ery continue to stifle the development of 

African-Guyanese because they were 

stripped of their culture and denied prac-

tice of their religion. Through the pas-

sage of time, the community came to 

experience a social and cultural loss. 

He postulated that only a token few 

African-Guyanese might have devel-

oped; the majority of them are stuck in 

their ‘mindset’.  

In precise fashion, Buxton’s Samuel 

Haynes refuted Plaisance’s arguments. 

He presented that they  had misplaced 

the “all” in the moot to describe Afro-

Guyanese and not the spectra. 

He debunked the claim of psychologi-

cal pressure fuelling laziness among Afro

-Guyanese, pointing to the recent scho-

lastic achievements of Elisa Hamilton 

and  Jorel DosSantos. Elisa topped Guy-

ana’s 2014 CSEC passing 20 subjects 

with 19 Grade ones and 1 Grade 2, while 

DosSantos did similarly at the 2014 

NGSA. They are both Afro-Guyanese. 

Haynes rejected the notion that 

“women with cool-down carts were poor”  

stating that though they may be econom-

ically challenged, among them are lit-

erate, numerate and skilled persons. He 

also noted that some were possibly 

tradesmen, sportsmen and good singers. 

He asserted that they would have, 

however, developed socially. 

Finally, he dismissed any suggestion 

that Afro-Guyanese were not able to 

practise their religion, rituals or tradi-

tion, charging that the opposition mis-

understood the subject being debated. 

After careful deliberation, the three-

judge panel declared Team Buxton as 

the winner of the 2014 Emancipation 

Debate Competition. Samuel Haynes 

was unanimously selected as the Best 

Presenter/Speaker. He was awarded 

a trophy. Winner and Runner-up tro-

phies were presented to the respec-

tive teams.  

The judges were Ms. Michelle McIn-

tosh, (chief judge) - Headmistress of 

Clonbrook Primary School; Carlotta 

James - Headmistress, Dorcas Nurse-

ry School; and Selma Grey, Headmis-

tress - Golden Grove Nursery School. 

The timekeeper was Tricia Shortt. The 

moderator was Collis Nicholson. 

The competition was organized by 

the Buxton Branch of the GTU. The 

sponsor was Buxton-Friendship Herit-

age Fund, USA. 
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HERITAGE TOUR - PARLIAMENT BUILDING 
As part of the Heritage Week tradition, successful 

Grade Six students are taken on an educational sight-
seeing excursion. This year, the tour took them to 
Parliament Building, the 1763 and 1823 Monuments, 
and the University of Guyana, Turkeyen campus. It 
culminated with an eagerly-awaited pool picnic at the 
Vigilance home of Mr. Royston Jeffery (Power). 

On Friday, August 15th, a group of thirty-five stu-
dents, eight teachers and two other chaperones 
boarded an air-conditioned tour bus and headed to 
Georgetown. The first stop was made at the Public 

Buildings, which sit between the judicial law courts 
and Stabroek Market square. The party arrived punc-
tually for a scheduled 10:00 o’clock visit and was 
warmly welcomed by the designated tour guide, Mr. 
Eden Corbin.  

Dressed in his Queen’s College uniform, Eden dis-
closed that he was on a work-study assignment there. 
Having successfully completed his 2014 CSEC exams, 
he was preparing to begin studies for the Caribbean 
Advance Proficiency Examination (CAPE). He aspires 
to becoming a lawyer.  

ASPIRING SPEAKERS: Ruthann Griffith, Abeke Lewis, Samuel Haynes (Buxton’s 2014 NGSA top student), 

Tamika Lowe, and Oswin Fredericks (left to right). 
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Queen’s College student, Eden Corbin, on work-study assignment, explains the architecture and history behind 

the Public Buildings and the functions of the National Assembly. 

PARLIAMENT TOUR 
Proceeding upstairs to the Parliament Chamber, 

located in the eastern wing of the building, portraits 
and names of past speakers of the National Assembly 
greet visitors. Included with them is Buxton-born 
Winslow Martin Zephyr. The deceased London-
trained lawyer served as Speaker from 23rd October, 
2000 to 4th May, 2001. 

With the party seated in the chamber, Eden ex-
plained the history and architecture surrounding the 
building, distinctions between the National Assembly 
and Parliament, functions of the legislative body, and 
other important facts and features of the institution. 

Commonly referred to as Parliament Building, the 
structure was designed by architect Joseph Hadfield 
and its construction completed in 1834. On the 5th 
August, in that year, the building was formally hand-
ed over to the British colonial legislature.  

The Parliament Chamber, features sunken paneled 

ceiling designed by Italian architect, Cesar Castella-
ni, while its ornate walls consist of mahogany. The 
walls are decorated with sizeable portraits of Guy-
ana’s deceased presidents — Arthur Chung, L.F.S. 
Burnham, H. Desmond Hoyte, Cheddi Jagan, and 
Janet Jagan. It also features an elaborately carved 
Speaker’s chair that was gifted by the Government of 
India on the occasion of Guyana attaining Independ-
ence in 1966. 

The chamber mirrors the Westminster tradition 
with government and opposition members facing 
each other across wooden tables.  Members of the 
governing PPP party sit to the right of the Speaker, 
while opposition members - APNU and AFC - sit to 
his left. 

At the end of the presentation, visitors asked ques-
tions, explored the building and several students 
posed for photographs in the Speaker’s chair. The 
experience was greatly appreciated by everyone. 
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HERITAGE TOUR - MONUMENTS & UNIVERSITY 
On leaving Parliament Building, the 

Heritage Week tour for the Grade Six high 
achievers moved up Brickdam for a visit 
to the 1763 Monument. The structure 
honours the heroes of the Berbice rebel-
lion, led by Cuffy.  

The next stop was made at the 1823 
Monument, situated along the 
Georgetown Seawall mear the junction of 
Vlissengen Road and Carifesta Avenue. 
The structure, sculpted by Victorian Ivor 
Thom, was unveiled in August 2013, in 
commemoration of the 190th anniversary 
of the Demerara Uprising, led by the free-
dom fighter, Quamina. 

The party then made its way to the Uni-
versity of Guyana, Turkeyen campus. Af-
ter a tour of the extensive facility, the 
group settled in the Education Lecture 
Theatre for a presentation by the universi-
ty’s Public Relations Officer, Paulette 
Paul. She apprised students of the pro-
grammes offered, entry requirements, 
scholarships and tuition fees. 

The day ended with a pool party at Mr. 
Royston Jeffrey’s (Power’s) residence at 
Vigilance. This activity was eagerly antici-
pated by the students. Earlier, many were 
overheard talking about their earlier than 
usual morning rise. Participants also en-
joyed sumptuous meals and delicious 
snacks.  

The tour was co-ordinated by the Buxton 
Branch-GTU, and sponsored by Buxton-
Friendship Heritage Fund (USA). 

The 1823 Monument 

Georgetown Seawall 

Cooling down U.G. Education Lecture Theatre 
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ANNANDALE SECONDARY IN CSEC TOP 10 
With the release of the 2014 CSEC results, Annan-

dale Secondary claimed the 10th spot for best perform-
ing secondary schools across the country. The ranking 
is based on passes with Grades 1—3. Below is the full 
listing of schools with 80.00% or higher pass rate: 

 SCHOOL   PERCENT PASS RATE 
1. QUEEN’S COLLEGE   98.77 
2. BISHOPS’ HIGH SCHOOL  98.70 
3. ST. JOSEPH’S HIGH SCHOOL  96.22 
4. ST. STANISLAUS COLLEGE  95.70 
5. ST. ROSE’S HIGH SCHOOL  93.90 
6. CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL  92.66 
7. PRESIDENT’S COLLEGE  91.04 
8. West Demerara Secondary  88.24 
9. Anna Regina Multilateral School 86.88 
10.ANNANDALE SECONDARY SCHOOL 85.58 
11. Brickdam Secondary School  84.69 
12. J.C. Chandisingh Secondary  83.59 
13. Zeeburg Secondary   83.44 
14. Mackenzie High School   83.10 
15. Leguan Secondary School  81.00 
 

The Ambassadors of Christ Day Care Centre on Com-
pany Road, Buxton held its graduation ceremony on 
24th August. Several children, heading off to primary 
school were presented with backpacks, books and writ-
ing materials. 

DAY CARE GRADUATION 

In Sympathy 
Our thoughts and prayers go out to the 

bereaved families of those who recently 

left us for their heavenly home, including: 

 HERBERT BROWN (“Pole Stick”, aged 71) 

 AGATHA MOSELEY (aged 94) 

 BRENTNOL PAUL (aged 56) 

 ISMAY PROVIDENCE 

 WINSTON “BUDDY” THOMAS 

THANK YOU 
 

We appreciate your continu-
ing support and generosity. 
Thank you! 
 

 Enid Barnes 
 Lyndon Barton 
 Rupert Sampson 
 Gwendoline Stephenson-Mitchell 
 

Buxton-Friendship Heritage Fund, Inc. 
 
Buxton Fund is an IRS recognized 501(c)3 
tax-exempt charitable organization. 
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BUXTON HOME PRIDE WINNERS 
Some proud residents of Buxton

-Friendship were the happy re-
cipients of cash incentives for 
their good home keeping. A total 
of GY$100,000 was distributed 
to winners of the inaugural Bux-
ton Home Pride Competition.  

The contest was sponsored by 
Buxton-Friendship Heritage 
Fund, USA to encourage resi-
dents to maintain an aesthetically 
pleasing, healthy and economi-
cally efficient environment. The 
aim of this initiative is to help 
residents develop a better quality 
of life, economic security and the 
enhancement of social wellbeing 
throughout the village. 

Eligibility was restricted to local 
residents/owners, and the homes 
were judged on the following con-
ditions: 
1.   AESTHETIC APPEAL 

-Attractive front yard 
-Decorative flowers or trees 
-Well-kept parapets 
-Effective lighting 

2.   HEALTH & ENVIRONMENT  
-Tidy surroundings 
Plumbing & sanitary facilities 
-Drainage maintenance 

3.NUTRITION/ECONOMIC EFFICIENCY 

-Kitchen Garden / fruit trees 
-Eco-friendly livestock farm 

(Continued on page 13) 

FIRST PLACE 
94 Side Line Dam, Buxton  

Homeowners 

Mr. Mark & Mrs. Arlene Abrams  

pose with their award certificate. 

They also won  GY$40,000. 

Mark & Arlene Abrams 

94 Side Line Dam,  

Buxton 
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SECOND PLACE WINNERS: Mr. Vibert & Mrs. Megan Fiffee of 57 Middle Walk, Buxton won GY$20,000 

for their home located past “Gate”, in the once Backdam area. 

Home Pride 

Vibert & Megan Fiffee 

57 Middle Walk,  

Buxton 

 

The first prize of GY$40,000 was awarded 
to the residents of 94 Side Line Dam, Buxton 
— Mark & Arlene Abrams. The yard boasts 
an immaculate flower garden, calaloo plants 
in tubs and ochro trees among the kitchen 
vegetables. Under the house, the ground is 
beautifully daubed to form a smooth floor. 
The little house is brightly painted and nicely 
kept.   

Mr. Abrams is a police officer and his wife 
is a homemaker. They have lived at this loca-
tion for five years now. The couple was elat-
ed at receiving the news of their win. Mrs. 
Abrams who hails from Tempe, West Coast 
Berbice expressed, “I like to keep my sur-
roundings tidy since I was small. My mom 
trained me like that.” 

Journeying farther south of the village, we 
found the second place winners, Mr.  Vibert 
& Mrs. Megan Fiffee, homeowners of 57 
Middle Walk, Section C, Buxton. This prop-
erty is located a few yards inside the old 
Backdam.  

(Continued from page 12) 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Home Pride Winners 
Vibert is a son of the late Major & 
‘Mamie’ Fiffee. He said that ever 
since he was a small boy, he planned 
to make this place his home. The 
land was originally owned by his 
grandfather and later by his father.  
Vibert also said that, when he was a 
boy he was tasked with watering the 
garden that his father had cultivated 
on the land. 
When they moved into the area, he 
said that they were the third family 
to move in there. However, they were 
forced to relocate during the 2002-
2008 crime spree, but subsequently 
returned. He also said that he greatly 

enjoys the peace and quiet of the area.  
In addition to lovely ferns, palms and oth-

er decorative plants, there is a kitchen gar-
den flourishing with ochroes, cabbage, cala-
loo and plantain trees. Several fruit trees, 
including gooseberry, mango, banana and 
sidium help shape the beautiful landscape.   

 The Fiffees, who plan to further develop 
their home, were pleasantly surprised and 
very happy with their award. 

The next stop was at 32 Middle Walk 
(Edmund Forde Street), Buxton where Ms. 
Barbara Cole (Desiree Braithwaite) resides. 
A spectacular collection of colourful flowers 
and trees adorn this yard. There are also 
mango, dunks, banana and plantain trees 
surrounding the lovely pastel yellow house. 
Ms. Cole was awarded GY$15,000. 

The home belonging to Mrs. Eula Simon 
of Clyde Roopchand Street was adjudged 
one of two winners for fourth place. The 
other winner is the home located at 116 
Webster Avenue, Buxton and owned by 68-
year old Mr. Kelso Sancho.  

(Continued from page 13) 

(Continued on page 15) 

FOURTH PLACE WINNER:  Eula Simon 

of Clive Roopchand Street, Friend-

ship. She won GY$10,000  

Barbara Cole 

32 Middle Walk, Buxton  

THIRD PLACE: 32 Middle Walk (Edmund Forde Street), Buxton. 

Ms. Barbara Cole (Desiree Braithwaite) poses in her radiant gar-

den. She was presented with GY$15,000. 

3rd Place 

Eula Simon 

Clive Roopchand Street, Friendship 
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CONSOLATION WINNER: Mr. Cletus Hiles & Mrs. Celestine Hiles of 118 Middle Walk, Bux-

ton won a GY$5,000 prize. 

Home Pride 

He maintains a superb weed-free yard and garden. He told us 
that he wished he had more land to expand his farming venture. 
“Agriculture got money,” explained the retired GUYSUCO em-
ployee. There are a few fruit trees in his yard. He is also rearing 
chickens (meat birds) on his premises, and they are kept under 
satisfactory condition. We caught up with Mr. Sancho as he was 
cleaning his front drain. He told us that that was something he 
did regularly. 

Each of the two fourth place winners received GY$10,000. 
Mr. Cletus Hiles & Mrs. Celestine Hiles of 118 Middle  Walk 

Buxton were awarded a consolation prize of GY$5,000. In addi-
tion to clusters of beautiful crotons, the yard sports several fruit 
trees, such as sugar cane and an overladen carambola tree. A size-
able and well-kept chicken pen was also spotted under the house. 

Thanks to all of the participants for sharing their time with us. 
Congratulations to all the winners! 

(Continued from page 14) 

FOURTH PLACE: 116 Webster Avenue, Bux-

ton. At left, proprietor Mr. Kelso Sancho is 

seen cleaning his front drain, while above, 

he displays his award certificate. He won a 

GY$10,000 cash prize. 

Consolation  

Cletus & Celestine Hiles 

118 Middle Walk, Buxton 

4th Place 

Kelso Sancho 

116 Webster Avenue, Buxton 
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Children having fun in the pool at Royston Jeffrey’s (Power) residence. This was the culmination of the 

2014 High Achievers’ Heritage Week bus tour on 15th August. 
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Pool Picnic 


